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If  thou  art  borrow'd  by  a  friend, 
Rif^ht  welcome  shall  he  l>e, 

To  read,  to  study,  not  to  lend, 
But  ro return  tome. 


No«  (hat  irapar'ed  koowledfre  doth 
Dimini<«h  learninrs  store. 

But  books.  I  find,   if  ofcea  lent. 
Re. urn  to  me  no  more. 


Keep  cleanly,  reum  duly, 

with  the  corners  of  fhe  leaves  not 

turned  down. 
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LETTER   L 


To  the  Rev.  Mjl.  HUNTINGTON, 
PaddingtMt  near  LmdoHt  England. 


\}r.  AMD  DEAR  SIR, 

As  I  have  been  much  comforted  and  informed 
by  your  writing,  fent  me  from  England  a  few 
months  fince^  I  feel  a  ftrong  indinarion  to  addrels 
and  thank  you ;  yet  a  fenfe  of  my  deep  polludoni 
and  a  certainty  of  your  being  a  true  child  of  Godt 
creates  a  confcioufnefs  of  fuch  vaft  difparity  betwixt 
us,  that  I  even  tremble  in  the  attempt. 

I  am  a  very  finful  and  polluted  man,  Str^  that 
has  been  moft  wondroufly  and  mercifully  preferved 
upon  this  earth  near  thirty  years.  I  loft  niy  fidier 
about  the  age  of  ten »  ever  finccj  dll  within  thefe 
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two  years,  I  have  been  in  bondage  to  Satan  and  to 
men,  toflcd  hither  and  thither  for  the  bread  that 
periflicthi  yet  fo  wonderfully  connefted  was  the 
chain  of  providence,  that  were  you  acquainted  with 
the  whole  (much  as  you  know  of  God's  mercies), 
you  would  be  aftonifhed  at  the  difcovcry. 

About  two  years  ago  I  was  convinced  of  fin,  un- 
der D.  H ,   at  the  New  Church,  P ; 

where  I  tarried  until  this  time  twelve  month,  when 
I  was  ordered,  by  the  Viftualling  Board,  clerk  to  a 
vidlualling  office  they  have  at  this  place  during  the 
war.  Since  my  arrival  (which  is  a  year  this  very 
day)  I  have  hear^l  no  wqrd  preached  j  nor  is  the 
Bible  itfelf  but  rarely  known,  that  bleffed  book  being 
fecured  from  the  poor  people  by  the  cruelty  of  their 
teachers. 

A  few  months  fince,  it  pleafed  God,  in  merciful 
providence,  to  fend  me  hither  Brown's  Self-inter- 
preting Bible  i  all  Mr.  John  Bunyan's  works,  com- 
plete, in  two  volumes ;  your  Dimenfions  of  Eternal 
•  Love,  Myftery  of  Godlinefs,  Living  Teftimonies, 
and  Light  Shining  in  Darknefs.  From  the  whole 
of  which,  I  thaok  my  gracious  God  and  Saviour,  I 
find  picking,  and  fcraps  of  comfort,  and  inftruftion, 
when  often  at  a  ftand  i  but  particularly  did  I  find 
comfort  in  Light  Shining  in  Darknefs,  from  page 
281  to  284,  as  it  refpefts  a  poor  backQider;  and 
inftruftion  from  Myftery  of  Godlinefs,  refpefting 
our  Lord's  defcenfion  into  hell.  Alas  1  alas !  how 
often,  inconfideratdy  and  unthinkingly,  have  I  rc- 
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pcated  the  belief  of  that  prcpollerous  and  horrible 
deceit !  For  what  fliould  his  precious  Majefty  de- 
fcend  into  hell,  when  all  was  finilhed  on  the  crofs  ? 
I  aril  convinced  in  my  foul  it  is  a  lie.  I  muft  alfo 
obferve,  that  there  is  fcarce  a  letter  in. your  Living 
Teftimonies  that  is  not  in  a  degree  defcriptive  of 
fome  parts  of  my  experience.  Oh,  I  have  a  rich 
rich  treafury,  a  library  invaluable,  in  all  the  afore- 
faid  books !  may  God,  of  his  gracious  mercy,  aflift 
me  in  the  ufe  of  them. 

You  fay.  Sir,  that  "  fure  you  are  none  can  de- 
"  ftroy  the  works  of  Satan  buc  the  Son  of  God,"  and 
that  "  the  devil  muft  be  whipped  by  confcffion  and 
"  prayer/'  Amen.  So  you  preach,  and  fo  do  I 
heartily  believe ;  yet  there  are,  I  am  informed,  thofe 
that  call  you  an  Antinomian.  The  good  Lord,  of 
his  mercy,  forgive  them,  and  turn  their  hearts.     I 

hope  to  fend  to  P ,   by  the  firft  (hip,  for 

your  Forty  Stripes,  &c. 

Seeing,  dear  Sir,  I  am  Ihut  out  of  ordinances, 
and  from  converfation  with  the  godly  and  experi- 
enced, will  you  permit  me  to  folick  your  advice, 
I  have  been,    and  am  now,   Angularly  exercifed. 

_  • 

When  firft  I  began  to  pray,  about  two  years  ago, 
Satan  would  prefcnt  before  tny  fancy ^fuch  horrid 
and  obfcenc  poftures  of  God  and  Chrift  as  I  dare 
not  mention ;  when  that  a  little  vaniftied,  blafphe- 
mies  fucceeded  in  my  mind  j  when  that  was  a  litdc 
allayed,  carnal  temptations  followed,  and  here  (oh, 
tears  of  blood  never  can  efface  it !)   here  I  fell  I 
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Since  that,  a  deeper  concern^  or  a  ftirring  up,  be^n* 
ning  again  to  manifeft  itfelf^  and  a  (hunning  heartily 
the  world  and  men,  he  prefents  his  horrible  fel^ 
homed-^black — feated  m  a  chair  before  me,  ready 
'to  receive  my  prayers  when  I  fall  upon  my  knees. 
Oh  Sir,  Sir,  I  wreftle  not  with  flefli  and  blood  Mfy 
(though  that  is  rebellious  enough),  but  with  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wickedneis,  io 
high  places  1 

I  am.  not  clear,  reverend  and  dear  Sir,  about  my 
worihip ;  far  from  it.  I  have  again  and  again  read 
your  pre&ce  to  Light  in  Darknefs.  I  would  with 
to  be  informed  if  any  image  muft  be  conceived  in 
prayer ;  or  how  the  gracious  Lord  manifefts  himfelf 
to  the  enlightened  apprehenfion.  I  am  very  carnal 
and  Ignorant,  and  beg  inftrudion.  Sir.  God  doth 
know  I  write  Amply  for  inftrudion ;  nor  is  there  a 
ibul  on  earth  privy  to  this  proceeding.^ 

A  man  (who,  I  am  fure,  prays  not  at  all)  fpeak- 
iflg,  the  other  day,  of  catholic  images  which  abound 
here,  fays  unto  me.  Why,  you  muft  conceive  fom^-^ 
thing  when  you  pray.  I  felt  force  in  the  appeal,  but 
could  not  anfwer  it,  and  the  thought  works  upon 
,  me. 

Permit  me  farther  to  inquire,  Sir,  rcfpe&ing  the 
facrament.  Should  I  receive  it  from  a  dead  Pro- 
tcftant  church  here,  who  know  not  God  ?  or  Iliould 
I  refrain  ?  1  have  not  hitherto,  and  have  been  but  a 
few  ti  res  to  church,  their  mangling  of  the  things  of 
God  doth  fo  oflfcnd  me. 

And 


(    5    ) 

And  laftly.  Sir,  as  I  have  ▼entored  fo  &r^  I  am 
deliious  to  fpcak  to  you  of  my  walk.  I  do  firtr\\f 
belicYC  we  muft  walk  in  the  Spirif,  if  we  would  not 
folfil  the  lufts  of  the  Jkjb.  This  is  the  walk  I  am 
ieekiog  to  attain ;  but  whether  I  ftrive  lawfully  I 
cannot  determine.  I  hope,  in  dme,  God  will  ap- 
pear for  me,  though  I  certainly  at  prefent  go  very 
heardefsly  on ;  but  I  will  bear  the  indignadon  of  the 
Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned'againft  him  s  and  furcly 
it  is  of  his  tender  mercies  I  am  not  confumed*    - 

Will  you  forgive  my  intrufion,  reverend  Sir> 
even  if  you  (bould  not  feel  a  wifh  to  anfwer  me  ?  I 
oertaunly  am  very  unworthy  your  attention* 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  reipe£t> 

Your  very  humble,  gyilty, 

ahd  unworthy  fervant> 

CoTCpfCorlu 

J.  a 
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li;tter  ir. 


To  J  H ,  Cove  of  Corky  IrdanJ. 


Fellow  finncr  in  Adam,  and  fellow  faint  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto 
you,  through  the  great  channel  of  all  conveyance. 
That  the  Moft  High  God  fliould  condefccnd  to  own, 
blefs,  or  acjcnowlcdge  any  thing  written  or  fpoken 
by  me,  is  wonderful  to  many,  and  a  humbling  con- 
fideration  to  mej  but  this  trealure  is  in,  the  "earthen 
veffel,  that  the  excellency  may  appear  to  be  of  God, 
and  not  of  pian  i  and  the '  more  weak  and  con- 
temptible the  vcffcl,  the  Icfs  liable  to  rob  the  foun- 
tain that  fills  it.  I  know  of  np  difparity.  Sir,  be- 
tween the  children  of  men  in  God's  fight,  unlels 
fovereign  Grace  has  made  it.  Chrift  will  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  any  of  the  human  race  in  a  way  of 
grace,  but  with  fenfible  finners ;  for  though  all 
men  are  the  creatures  of  his  clre,  thcfe  only  arc 
the  people  of  his  charge.  Sinful  and  polluted  is  the 
whole  fountain.  Sir  5  and  who  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  from  it  ?  None  but  GoJ,  who  hath  fent  forth 
his  own  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  and  yet  holy, 
harmlefs,  and  undefiled,  and  who  is  a  fountain  that 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin. 

The 
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The  name  of  an  Antinomian  is  to  me  like  tfie 
ferpent  upon  a  rock,  or  like  the  (hip  in  the  midft 
of  the  feaj  the  former  makes  no  impreflion,  and 
the  latter  foon  lofcs  its  wake,  A.confcicncc  purg- 
ed from  guilt,  and  furnifhed  with  the  Spirit's  tcfti- 
^  mony,  is  proof  againft  all  the  counfel  of  devils,  and 
artillery  of  men.  If  God  choofcs,  who  can  repro- 
bate ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth,  who  can  condemn  ? 
If  he  gives  peace,  who  can  create  trouble  ?  No 
weapon  formed  can  profper.  Let  them  all  curfe, 
but  blcfs  thou. 

You  are  fliut  out  from  ordinances,  and  from  the 
converfation  of  the  godly  and  experienced  i  this 
you  intimate  to  be  your  lamentation, '  and  I  have, 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  viewed  fuch  a  fituation 
to  be  the  one  thing  needful.  My  foul  is  fick  of 
this  world,  fick  of  men,  fick  of  preachers,  fick  of 
profeflbrs,  and  fick  of  many  real  faints,  who  are 
blown  too  and  fro  wich  every  wind  of  doftrine, 
charmed  with  novelty,  tranfported  with  an  empty 
noife,  zealoufly  afFcfted  with  the  wanton  allure- 
ments and  empty  oratory  of  the  fons  of  Belial,  and 
who  cannot  diftiriguifh  between  Chrill  and  Satan ; 
nor  between  an  ambalTidor  of  Chrill  by  whom  tlie 
Lord  fpeaks,  and  falfe  teachers  by  whom  Satan 
fpeaks.  Satan,  from  the  firft,  fpoke  by  the  fer- 
pent, and  proclaims  his  guile  by  a  generation  of 
vipers  to  this  day.  The  Lord  rebuked  Balaam  by 
the  afs,  and  by  delpicable  means  he  ftill  fpeaks  to 
finners:  now,  the  former  is  admired  for  his  cunning, 
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die  htttr  r^efted  for  its  ftupidicy.  To  diftingullh 
here  is  the  wifdom  of  the  wife ;  and  to  purfue  the 
confecrated  path  of  the  latter,  is  walking  in  the  way 
which  no  fowl  knoweth.  God  does  all  things  wellf 
his  lips  tranfgrefi  not  in  judgment,  nor  can  there  be 
any  error  in  his  government ;  where  he  fixes  our 
ftation  is  beft  for  us,  and  all  things  Ihall  work  for 
our  good.  Company  entice  us  to  talk,  loneline& 
leads  us  to  think :  the  former  empties  the  cruie, 
the  latter  fills  it :  the  latter  humbles,  fweetens,  and 
meekens  us ;  the  former  exalts  us,  and  nurfos  pride. 
The  talk  of  the  lip  tendeth  only  to  penury ;  but 
meditation  is  fweet  to  the  foul  You  are  welcome 
to  your  company ;  give  me  a  place  of  way&ring 
men ;  let  the  fwallow  fly  with  her  fhoal,  but  let  me 
be  the  (parrow  alone  upon  the  houfe-topi  in  the 
multitude  of  words  there  ^wanteth  not  fin,  but  pray- 
er in  the  clofet  brings  open  reward.  All  difcontent 
flows  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  diftance,  guilt,  or 
fome  legal  impediment,  rebellion,  carnal  enmity, 
ihibbornnefs,  or  fome  indulged  lud,  or  prohibited 
idol,  fenfibly  felt  as  fbuiding  between  God  and  the 
ibul,  which  provokes  the  Lord  to  jealoufy,  hides 
his  face,  clofes  his  ear  to  prayer,  clafps  his  bounti- 
fiil  hand,  and  (Iraitens  the  bowels  of  his  mercy 
againft  us ;  for  our  God  is  a  jealous  God,  and  will 
never  unite  with  inordinate  affeflions,  nor  fuflfer  a 
rival  to  himfclf  unrefented.  When  the  intercourfc 
between  God  and  the  foul  is  open,  we  are  in 
good    company  5   and   when  the  heart   is  fixed, 

every 
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every  part  of  the  globe  is  both  a  home  and  a  h^« 
tadotu. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  ghaftly  images  exhibited 
on  the  carnal  mmd>  as  (b  many  deformed  repre-^ 
fentadons  of  the  ohjcSt  of  worfhip.  All  idolatry 
b^n  here :  the  idol  was  firil;  fet  up  in  the  hear^ 
dicn  reprefented  to  the  limner,  and  formed  by  the 
ardft.  This  was  Ifrael's  firft  ftumbling-block  t  Sa« 
tan  drew  the  plan  on  the  ftage  of  &nqr>  and,  when 
the  idol  was  fermed,  they  worfhipped  the  firft 
founder  in  the  idol  i  diey  iaCriBced  to  devibj  and 
not  to  God.  The  advocate  for  catholic  images 
(hould  have  told  you  what  hvm  you  thould  con« 
ceive  when  you  pray ;  but  here  the  divine  quef- 
uon  is.  To  whom  then  will  you  liken  God?  or 
what  likenefi  will  ye  compare  unto  him  f  Ifaiah  xL 
1 8.  asi  ^vi*  5.  A  human  form  mufl  not  be 
conceived;  this  concepdon  is  exploded.  Thou 
thoug^eft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thy« 
fel^'but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  thy  fins  ia 
order  before  thee ;  now  confider  this,  ye  that  for* 
get  God,  &c.  The  godhead  is  not  to  be  likened 
to  corrupdble  man,  to  fourfooted  beafts,  nor  to 
creeping  things,  whether  portrayed  by^  the  devil,  or 
graven  by  art  and  man's  device.  Rom.  i.  23 1  A6b 
xviL  29.  Ifrael  (aw  no  fimilitude,  and  therefore 
was  ftridly  forbidden  the  making  tfa^ry  image,  mak . 
0rfemaUt  the  Ukenefs  rfarryfcfwl,  hio/l,  cre^g  things 
mrfijh.  Read  Deut.  iv«  The  Deity  compares  him^ 
felf  to  iSrivflrj^  fjomtr,  Jer,  ii*  13  i  tojSrr,  Heb.  xii.  291 
S  and 
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And  to  wind,  Johhiii.  8;  Song  iv«  i6*  Of  all  which 
no  image  can  be  formed,  cither  human  or  brutaU 
Chrift  hath  been  evidently  fct  forth  crucified  among 
us,  and  we  can  conceive  of  him  as  a  man  of  forrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  and  in  all  his  fufFering 
circumftances,  which  is  food  for  faith ;  but  though 
we  have  known  Chrift  after  the  flelh,  yet  hence- 
forth know  we  him  fo  no  more;  for  Chrift  now 
appears  in  a  fpiricual  body,  in  his  glorified  huma- 
nity, in  which  he  is  (eparate  from  finners,  and  made 
higher  than  the  heavens  i  in  this  appearance  he  pre- 
fcnted  himfclf  to  John.  Read  Rev,  i.  13 — 17. 
So  he  appeared  to  Ezekiel.  Ezek.  i.  26 — 28. 
Dan.  vii.  9 — lu  Of  this  glorious  and  glorified 
appearance  no  image  of  filver,  gold,  or  wood,  can 
be  made  without  degrading  the  Saviour,  and  com- 
mitting rank  idolatry.  Solomon's  temple  was  not 
an  object  of  worfhip,  though  the  Lord  which  dwelt 
between  the  cherubims  was ;  nor  is  the  temple  of 
Chrift*s  human  body,  ftridlly  fpeaking  and  abftrafl:- 
cdly  confidered,  an  objedt  of  worfhip,  though  the 
fulnefs  of  the  godhead,  which  dwells  bodily  in  ir, 
really  is.  Of  Infinity  and  Immenfity  no  likenefs 
can  be  formed ;  nor  is  it  poffible  for  the  (hallow 
conceptions  of  the  human  mind  ever  to  circumfcribe 
or  retain  a  Being  who  is  omniprefent  and  incompre- 
henfible.  1  he  firft  view  that  ever  I  had,  was  a 
believing  view  of  Chrift  crucified  ;  this  was  in  open 
vifion,  and  in  the  Lord's  own  light,  while  infinite 
Divinity  above  the  light,  or  brightnefs  of  a  thou- 
3  '*  fand 
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fand  funs/  Ihone  into  my  foul.  After  many  rilortths 
this  vifion  of  him  on  the  crofs  gradualljT  withdraw, 
Vaniflied,  and  went  in  a  meafure  put  of  fight  V  blit. 
the  divine>  c6-equal,  (io-efleritial',  and  cd-etfernal 
beam  of  ineffable  light,  ftill  remains  with  the,'- as 
the  true  light  which  now  fhineth.  I  now  view  my 
Saviour  as  th^  fountain  of  light,  life,  ^nd  lore; 
as  God  to  air  intents  and  purpofes ;  and  in  all  the 
fulnefs,  glory,  and  majefty,  of  felf-exiftent  and  in- 
dependent divinity  j  and  in  every  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing of  that  great  and  terrible  name,  Jehovah.  It 
remains  then,  that  I  ftill  worlhip  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead  in  Chrift's  glorified  humanity,  and  God, 
the  Father,  as  fhining  in  his  face :  and  fo  it  is  writ- 
ten, God,  that  caufed  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  dark- 
nefs,  hath  ihined  into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfbn ; 
and  he  that  thus  hath  the  Son,  hath  the  Father 
alfo. 

As  to  your  fitting  at  the  Lord's  table  with  a  blind 
guide,  I  muft  leave  to  your  confciencc ;  for  my  part 
I  could  not:  wc  are  not  to  feek  the  living  among 
the  dead.  I  am  no  ftranger,  dear  Sir,  to  the  dif- 
treffing  impreflions  of  the  adverfary  on  the  imagi- 
nation i  he  can  mingle  his  very  rebellion,  dcfpera- 
tion,  madnefs,  and  enmity  to  God,  even  with  our 
very  fouls,  when  he  is  fufFered  to  buffet,  vex,  and 
diftrcfs  us,  under  the  workings  of  unbelief  i    but  as 

'"'*  the 


Ae %tit  Amies uif  he  will  be  difcoveredi  ana  ^ 
Ae  encruice  of  J07  and  peace  he  will  fkulk  ofi; 

If  any  thing  b  this  fcribble  fints  you>  blefi  God 
§atk%  and  when  it  is  welt  with  ]rou>  foiiget  not  to 
fcayibr 


" — •'^  W.  H.  S.S, 
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LETTER  in. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON; 


I^W   L   «   t 


I  BAV£  longed  to  hear  from  my  dear  fiieod 
iioce  he  lias  left  us,  and  he,  perhaps^  has 
to  hear  from  me  before  this  dmei  and  he  woiddj  if 
I  had  not  been  {o  flow  of  heart  to  every  thing  that 
is  good.  This  is  my  cafe,  and  this  is  the  realbn  I 
did  not  wiite  foooer.  I  do  not  know  how  yon  now 
do,  nor  what  your  thoughts  are  relpefting  your  laft 
viiit  to  us;  but  I  beHeve  it  was  the  m«ft  profitable^ 

in  general,  that  ever  ^ou  paid  L 1  and  I  think 

I  can  fay  {o  with  refpeft  to  myfelf  in  pardculai;» 
My  views  have  fince  been  more  brighten^,  widen- 
ed, and  extended ;  and  fome  very  fweet  and  com- 
fortable leafons  I  have  found,  bodi  in  private  and 
public ;  and  I  find,  that  when  we  are  diligent  and 
earneft  with  him  in  the  clolet,  that  he  will  reward  us 
openIy«  I  had  begged  die  Saviour  tocomnninicafie 
fome  gift  to  me  by  your  coming,  and  my  prayer 
was  not  in  vain ;  I  was  refrelhed  and  ftrengtheneiit 
and  I  feel  the  effeds  ftill  abiding  with  me,  and  I  am 
fure  it  was  of  him.  But  what  a  compofition  of  light 
and  darknels,  faidi  and  infidelity^  I  fed  myfdf  to 

be! 
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be  1  Sometimes  (as  I  think)  all  light,  and  can  dif- 
cover  deep  things  out  of  darkncfs  j  and  then  again 
all  darkneis  and  confufion^  and  feel  for  fome  one  to 
lead  me  by  the  hand.  At  times  ftand  fo  ftrong, 
that  I  am  ready  to  conclude  nothing  can  throw  mc 
down  any  more  -,  but,  by  and  by,  I  .  am  ^  at  the 
gates  of  death,  and  can  hardly  believe  that  there  is  a 
God  in  heayen^  but  that  every  thing  I  have  felt, 
feen,  or  heard  of,  is  a  delufion.  Some  feafons  of 
fweet  melting  and  weeping  in  private,  then  I  am 
comfortable ;  but  it  is  not  long  before  I  meet  fome- 
thing  that  throws  me  into  a  paflion,  or  the  fwcetncfi 
will  begin  to  wear  off,  then  I  am  trying  to  catch  it 
and  keep  it,  and  if  I  cannot  I  begin  to  fret,  then  it 
is  all  oven  After  a  few  feafons  of  enlargement  in 
the  pulpit,  I  begin  to  think  that  I  am  going  to  be 
moved  into  a  new  climate,  that  I  (hall  get  no  more 
into  the  dreary  regions  of  darknefs,  bondage,  and 
bitternefs,  again ;  but  oh !  how  I  am  difappointed  } 
and  then  conclude  it  was  nothing  but  froth.  But 
that  which  daggers  and  diftreffes  me  moft  of  all,  is 
the  attacks  which  the  filthy  corruptions  of  my  heart 
make  when  they  come  all  of  a  fiidden  into  my 
thoughts,  juft  as  if  the  devil  had  been  muftering 
them  up;  when  I  have  no  inclination  for  them  they 
force  themfelves,  Thefe  are  chiefly  the  fins  that  I 
nfed  to  be  a  flave  to,  and  they  often  now  get  into 
my  thoughts,  and  there  is  foniething  that  is  for  in- 
dulging them,  which  makes  me  fear  that  grace  does 
not  reigrt  j    for  if  it  did,  it  would  not  be  fo.     This 

throws 
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throws  mc  into  fretting  and  rebelling,  and  theft  all 
hope  and  comfort  are  gone.  Oh !  this  is  the  peft 
and  the  plague  of  my  foul !  Would  to  God  they 
were  dcftroyed,  for  I  do  not  want  them,  nor  wifh 
for  them.  I  long  indulged  tkem>  and  was  a  willing 
flave  to  them ;  but  I  had  rather  go  again  through 
many  years  more  of  this  mifery,  wrath,  guilt,  and 
terror,  than  be  under  the  dominion  of  them ;  and  I 
often  beg  God  to  throw  mc  back  again,  if  he  fees  it 
ncceflary,  rather  than  to  be  a  hypocrite  in  Zion. 

Many  kind  refpefts  are  fent  you  from  this  place. 
Several  have  told  me  they  never  could  underftand 
you  (b  well  before,  and  I  believe  them ;  but  the  al- 
teration is  in  themfelves.  I  am  often  grudging  in 
my  heart,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  hunt  them 
through  all  the  dirty  holes  of  the  devil,  and  you  come 
to  find  them,  and  have  the  fweetnefs  of  difcovering 
them.  I  have,  at  times,  faid  that  I  will  do  no  more 
of  it.  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Lord  fent  yoii 
down  to  us,  though  he  burnt  our  coats.  I  ofteii 
grudge  this,  though  I  fay  nothing. 

J.J- 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IV. 


To  the  Rev.  J.  J. 


itBv*  aiit> 

I  HAvm  no  doubtj  my  dear  brother,  but  dutt 
Ood  approved  and  blefled  die  vifit;  and  I  think  fome 
poor  louk^  for  die  firft  time,  had  a  glimpfe  of  the 
Saviour^s  countenance,  ^hich  hath  left  a  little  tnyrrh 
upon  die  handle  of  the  lock,  and  which  is  a  prelude 
to  the  future  glorious  anoindi^  Since  I  kft.L— — ^ 
I  have  had  another  little  ezcurfipn  into  the  country, 
where  I  found  anodier  that  is  ihut  up  and  cannot 
come  forth.  This  fort  of  work  foems,  in  a  great 
sneafure,  to  be  appointed  to  me,  having  now  trod 
the  hofpicals  for  above  diree  apprenticelhips.  But  I 
am  at  prefent  confined  to  my  room,  as  a  dumb  man, 
in  whole  mouth  are  no  reproof.  That  mj  former 
Tifits  were  not  fo  profitable,  is  cafy  to  be  accounted 
for:  you  had  got  them  all  fo  near  the  tropic  of 
Cancer,  that  they  were  quite  beyond  my  prefont 
cUmate,  as  I  have  not  now  failed  in  that  ladcude  for 
many  years,  nor  do  I  wilh  to  go  thofe  nordicm 
voyages  again.  But  as  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 
has  lately  thawed  their  fipozen  hearts,  and  melted  and 

foftened 
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foftened  their  fouls^  under  thefe  fweet  beams  the  Lord 
hasjb  drawn  diem  nearer  the  torrid  zone,,  Chrift 
.did  not  finiih  the  work  of  our  redcmpdon  at  the 
extremiues  of  the  earth,  either  north  or  fouth, 
but  nearer  the  center,  chat  finners  might  look  to 
Calvary  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  be  faved* 
I  have  long  travailed  in  pain  for  thee^  my  Ton,  and  I 
hope  I  (hall  Ihortly  fee  the  blcffed  effects  of  it. 
When  God  reftores  comfort  to  Ephraim,  he  will 
not  forget  his  moorners.  I  expeft  great  things  at 
L— —  i  not  a  fpurious  race  of  hypocrites,  not  a 
mingled  feed,  nor  fuch  as  are  clothed  with  (Irange 
appareL  God  hath  planted  thee  wholly  a  right  feed, 
and  thine  ofispriog  will  be  like  thyfelf  i  it  will  be 
Uke  people,  like  priefti  Such,  and  only  fuch,  are 
the  blefled  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offspring  with 
them.  The  nearer  they  come  to  the  Sun,  the  better 
they  will  underftand  me  i  and  when  you  and  I  begin 
to  fee  clearly  eye  to  eye,  they  will  perceive  that  wc 
fpeak  the  fame  things,  and  walk  in  the  iame  ileps. 
Ttus  beginning-work  of  burfting  the  bands  and 
breaking  the  yokes,  will  be  attended  with  a  fpirit 
of  jealoufy  and  emuladon  among  them,  which  wiil 
.  provoke  very  many ;  many  will  be  gathering  round 
thefe  children  c^  light,  to  inquire  and  examine  who 
hath  opened  their  eyes  ^  and  many  will  fee  thefe 
men  upon  whofe  bodies  the  fire  had  no  power,  and 
the  found  of  thefe  things  will  iprcad  abroad,  while 
Smballat  and  Tobiab  will  be  much  cad  down  in  their 
own  eyes,  perceiving  that  this  work  is  done  of  the 
Vol,  IL  C  Lord. 
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Lord.  Thofe  intruding  vificersj  of  which  thou  com* 
plaineftj  are  (bme  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  land : 
Judah  touU  not  drive  them  oui  of  the  valHes,  -iecaif/i 
tbejf  bad  chariots  of  iron.  Thou  mayeft  at  times 
bring  them  under>  and  thou  mayeft  chafe  them 
out  of  fight  by  prayer,  and  drive  them  into  their 
holes  ;  but  I  am  afraid,  after  all  thy  labour 
and  coil^  that  thefe  heathens  will  come  into  the 
fanftuary  of  the  Lord — that  which  is  born  of  the 
fkjb  is  flejhy  and  that  which  is  horn  of  the  J^irit  is 
Jpiriti  this  finful  felf  muft  be  denied  daily,  this 
part  of  the  crols  muft  be  taken  up  and  borne — 
when  I  would  do  good^  evil  is  frefent  with  me. 
When  God  anfwcrs  prayer  in  the  joy  of  our  hearts, 
or  gives  us  an  anfwer  of  peace,  we  have  no 
doubt  but  God  regards  us;  but  when  we  travail 
and  labour  in  foul  and  body,  feeking  his  kingdom, 
and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjefts,  till  he  burn  the 
clothes  from  our  backs  for  our  pains,  this  is  not 
fo  eafily  accounted  for.  I  am  come  down,  faith 
God,  to  deliver  Ifrael;  but  the  double  tafk  of 
bricks,  the  cruel  mandates  of  the  court,  the  ftripes 
of  the  tafkmafters,  and  the  withdrawment  of  fbraw, 
was  fuch  a  deliverance  as  puzzled  Mofes  him* 
felf  not  a  licde*  Job  was  a  man  that  feared  God 
with  all  his  heart,  and  he  wifhed  to  do  it  with 
all  his  houfe  \  and,  left  his  children  fhould  fin 
againft  God,  he  •  fent  and  fanftified  them,  and  of- 
fered a  facrifice  every  morning,  according  to  the 
number  of  them  all  \  and  he  continued  at  this  till 
6  a  wind 
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a  wind  ftom  the  wilderncfs  fmote  the  houfe  and 
killed  them  all  together. — By  terrible  things  in  rigbte^ 
oufiiefs  wUt  thou  an/wer  us,  O  God  of  our  Jdvation  I 
Burning  the  coats  grumbled  in  my  heart  not  a  litdei 
but  Aaron  held  his  peace. 


Feb.  2,  1797. 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  V. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


R£y.  SiRi 

It  has  been  on  my  mind  to  write  to  you  feve- 
ral  times^  but  thinking  your  time  was  much  taken 
up  in  the  miniftry  h^&s  caufed  me  to  delay;  and 
knowing  that  you  are  an  inftrument  in  God's  hand> 
by  the  love,  joy,  power,  and  peace,  that  my  foul 
has  felt  and  enjoyed  in  reading  your  writings,  and 
in  fitting  under  your  preachings  from  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  this  cauies  me  to  fend  you  thefe  few 
lines. 

About  fourteen  years  ago  I  was  convinced,  by  a 
dream,  that  I  had  awfully  finned  againft  God,  and 
in  my  diftrels  I  promiled  never  to  fin  any  more ; 
but  loon  broke  my  promife,  and  went  on  in  fin, 
with  my  confcience  accufing  me  daily  for  it  From 
Ihis  dme  forward  I  had  the  dread  of  future  punifli* 
ment  continually  on  my  mind. 

About  twenty  years  of  age,  when  under  great 
fear  and  torment,  I  had  a  freih  dilcovery  of  my 
fins,  I  law  an  the  Rm  that  I  ever  committed  in  a 
tramic  i  thb  was  attended  with  an  intolerable  burden, 

but 
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but  I  promifed^  if  Cod  (pared  Die»  never  to  fia 
more :  but  vrhen  my  ftrength  was  recovered  I  took 
to  a  worfe  courfi:  than  cver^  for  I  got  into  vickecl 
cottpaay^  and  took  to  drinking  io  order  to  drown 
the  tho)]ghcs  pf  hell  connects  ^  I  cried  to  harden  my 
conidencp  againft  all  feai^  aod  went  on  in  this 
poorfe  for  three  or  four  yeiirs.  Soon  after  this  I 
ws  married,  and^  having  a  fiunily  coming  on,  I  left 
my  old  companions  and  ;ook  to  hard. labour,  with 
nothii^  ffot  the  thoughts  pf  hell  and  damnatbn  on 
my  min^  all  the  day  long,  and  the  devil  tempting 
Bie  to  put  an  end  to  my  life  ^  but  hearing  thefe 
words  often  whiipencd  to  my  mind,  /ee  from  ib4 
XPraib  to  come^  I  thou^t  the  miniftcr  of  the  church 
muft  know  if  there  was  any  way  forme  to  efcape  i 
and  the  rcafon  that  I  did  not  know^  was  becaufe  I 
attended  fi>  carelelUy.  I  went  to  church,  reiblved 
not  to  let  any  word  flip  of  what  the  minifter  faid  ^ 
but,  alas !  he  faid  nothing  about  my  cafe.  And  as 
the  people  who  attended  fcemed  to  know  nothing 
about  Ibul-trouble,  I  went  there  no  more,  but  took 
to  fearchjng  of  books,  and  out  of  an  old  prayer* 
book  I  learnt  na^y  prayers,  and  faid  them  when  I 
was  under  trouble,  mourning  over  my  hard  fate 
with  tears:  this  I  called  repenu^ce ;  but  God  ihew« 
cd  me,  in  a  dream,  the  ^i;k1  of  the  world,  and  Chrift 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven ;  I  looked  to  my 
repentance  for  refugpy  but  tb9t  was  of  no  avail,  far 
(he  mouth  of  the  bottomlds  pit  broke  open  juft 
where  I  ftood  i  this  made  my  bondage  to  increa(C| 

C  3  fo 
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fo  that  I  thougiit  the  earth'  was  not  ftrong  enough 
to  bear  me  up  under  my  burden.  I  went  to  hear 
B — —  H- —  preach,  and  his  confidence  1  todkfor 
filth,  which  foon  lifted  me  up  till  my  head  touched 
the  clouds;  Soon  after  this  I  fell  into  fm,  and  this 
brought  diftrels  on  my  hsind  again,  and  I  tried  td 
believe  the  promifc  accordiijg  to  what  B-*-  H  ■  ■ 
preached;  but  I  could- not  believe,  for  all  my  liip* 
poled  faith  was  fwept  away.  I  was  under  (ore  temp- 
tations, fuch  as  no  tongue  can  exprefs ;  didre  was 
no  charadler  to  be  compared  with  me* in  God's 
word,  except  that  of  Leghns ;  the  guilt  of  my  fin 
was  upon  me ;  Satan  dofe  to  my  heels  all  day  long, 
fo  that  I  was  afraid  to  look  behind  me ;  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart  were  fuch,  that  I  was  forced  to  hold  my 
mouth  with  all  my  might,  left  it  fhould  break  out 
in  fuch  blafphemy  that  the  people  would  have  me 
confined  in  a  madhoufe :  but  finding  that  God  ^ared 
me,  I  cried  earneftly  to  him  for  mercy,  and  thac 
with  tears ;  and  Satan  would  tell  me,  ^^  that  E(au 
^  fold  his  birthright,  and  afterwards  fought  the 
•*  blelCng  with  t^ws,  but  found  no  place  of  re- 
**  pentance,*'  &c. ;  and  I  bad  taken  hold  of  the 
gofpel,  and  looked  back  and  finned  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  there  was  no  forgivenels  for  me.  Jhere 
is  no  tongue  can  exprefs  what  I  felt  at  this  time. 
One  night  as  I  was  alone  reading  the  paflage  where 
the  Lord  is  faying,  /  ^oiS  he  a  wall  of  fire  round  abouf^ 
emd  mil  be  the  glory  in  themidji  of  tbem  \  this  fire  I  took 
to  be  hell  fire,  and  thought  that  it  woidd  devour  me 

before 
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befell  morning:  dxis  drove  me  to  ay  to  the  Lord 
for  merq^y  and  Chrift  af^)eared  before  my  under-* 
ftanding  with  his  pierced  fide>  and  I  faw  that  he  was 
bniiled  for  my  finsi  and  look  which  way  I  would 
he  was  ftill  before  mcj  and  all  my  fins  were  feparated 
fix>m  me :  this  filled  my  foul  with  love»  joy*  and 
peace;  this  enabled  me^  and  caufed  me  to  moum 
over  htm  whom  I  had  pierced  by  my  fins^  '  abhor 
myfol^'and  repent  in  dud  and  aihes;  at  the  &mc 
time  niy  afitfAions  were  in  heaven^  and  thefe  words 
were  put  in  my  mind,  *'  I  never  will  leave  you,  nor 
*^  foriake  you  /'  and  in  this  love  I  walked  many 
wedcs,  and  foon  began  to  fear  that  my  old  friend 
♦  •••  was  not  bom  again,  for  he  deforibed  no- 
diing  of  die  plague  of  the  human  heart,  nor  of  the 
chaftifements  of  God,  or  the  path  of  tribulation ; 
and  in  anfwer  to  prayer  the  Lord  difcovcred  this 
more  and, more  to  me,  which  broke  off  all  our  ac* 
quaintance,  and  he  caft  out  my  name  as  evil,  that 
others  (hould  not  believe  what  I  (aid  concerning  his 
faith ;  but,  as  I  could  hear  none  but  legal  preachers, 
my  foul  was  foon  brought  into  bondage  agsun,  and 
diis  led  me  to  backfliding,  and  every  (hare  that 
Satan  laid  was  a  trap  to  my  feet,  and  I  was  brought 
again  under  the  law,  and  that  worked  wrath  in  me* 
I  heard  talk  of  you.  Sir,  and  your  books,  but  my 
old  ^end  laid  that  he  and  you  were  exadly  alike 
in  experience,  therefore  I  would  not  permit  any  of 
your  wridngs  to  come  into  my  houfe,  till  I  heard  a 
perfon  read  your  Bank  of  Faith  -,  this  caufed  me  to 

C  4  think 
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tbink  that  I  had  been  fighting  iigtinft  4  true 
for  this  appeared  to  me  very  different  fkom  m] 
friend's  fiuch. 

Soon  afterthis  I  was  coming  to  Loqdpni  and  ^u 
under  fore  temptadons  to  difbelieve  my  fonfliipf  thip 
CBU&dmc  tp  £eek  the  Lprd  by  pray^^  wd  h;  igfye 
me  frelb  manifeftation^  of  jiis  love*  I  aflced  jhp 
Lord  to  ^biing  you  into  the  pulpit  with  fi)me  text  of 
fcripturc  rcfpeftiog  the  moral  1$^^  apd  he  rjfaM^  aji^ 
fwercd  my  prayerj  ibr  you  fpoke  from  thefe  wori^ 
^be  Ifm  of  tki  ivife  is  (i  fyufitain  ofl^e  to  d^art  firmn 
tbejpi^ef  tf^/eaih.  Und^r  phis  ^ifcoprfe  I  fsrw  that 
ipy  fpuli  was  in  bondage^  ^n4  tha(  I  waa  le^  there» 
that  Solomon's  word§  might  \^  fulBUed  in  me,  tba 
kftckjlider  in  heart  Jh^l  l^e  ^d  with  bis  p^  ^<^fr. 
j^nd  thb  I  had  .to  the  full  after  I  returned  home^ 
and  >yas  forced  to  leave  my  old  place  where  I  ufed 
to  hear>  and  try  othei:  miniftcrsj  b{|t  found  no  ^ttjf^ 
^ioo  yoder  thetn* 

Af  another  tims,  a  litde  before  I  was  qoming  tq 
Londoi)^  I  {)eard  d^r^e  di^erent  preachers  handle 
this  t;x(  of  f(;ripturc,  J^ut  bis  ruputb  is  moftjwut^  yea 
be  is  altogether  layelf ;  bqc  I  got  no  fatisfiidlion  frqni 
v^'hat  they  feid.  Tfiis  drove  me  to  prjycr  in  the 
fields,  and  I  afk^d  thi:  Lord  to  let  me  hear  yoi^ 
pceatb  frpm  the  fame  text  on  the  Toefday  evening 
ibllowingi  at  Mqnkwell-ftreet;  and  d^e  Lord  an- 
fwered  me,  for  you  preached  frpm  the  fame  words, 
and  I  found  it  a  Bediel  to  my  iqul. 

At  another  time,   under  fore  diftreft^  I  was  at 

8  prayer 
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p«yer  m  the  Woods^  zs^  the  Lord  farroke  in  upon 
mj  foul  afrdh  with  hU  lovinglpAdne&  and  tender 
mercy  -,  my  fiiich  was  in  ezercife,  and  I  ftt  this  z$ 
a  criterion^  ^*  that  if  thi^  Lord  would  let  me  hear 
^f  you  on  the  next  iabbath-flay  on  fim^^caim^  dial 
^f  I  then  would  believe  that  what  my  foul  had  paft 
*i  under  was  a  work  of  Cod*^  graces*'  anci  you  ipake 
from  thefe  words,  Sw8ify  tktm^  tbrmgb  tfy  truths 
tbf  word  is  truth :  I  wondered  at  this,  as  you  kqew 
nothing  of  me.  Oji  tl)e  next  1  uefday  evening  \ 
heard  you  from  the  x  i  th  of  xi^e  Revelations,  an(| 
the  Lord  fet  my  foul  at  liberty  from  le^l  bondages 
Oh  (  the  tcondefcenGon  of  Jefu9  to  bear  and  anfwer 
the  prayer  of  fo  ungraceful  a  wretch  as  me  I  when 
you.  Sir,  litde  thought  for  whole  lake  your  texts 
were  given.  No  tongue  can  exprefi  the  love,  joy, 
^d  peace,  I  h^ve  enjoyed  in  the  prefence  of  Qod 
under  yopr  preaching  {  |  never  heard  you  preach 
{>ut  what  there  was  fomething  imprcfled  on  my  mio) 
jirhich  gave  lading  fatisfa6kion  tp  my  lbu|. 

I  haye  heard  that  you  are  coming  to  Sclnef^ 
There  zvf^  a  few  peopk  that  defirc  the  (inccre  milk 
of  the  word,  and  I  have  aflced  thp  Lof d  to  bring  you 
to  us  in  God's  ftrength,  that  you  may  feparate  the 
vile  from  the  precious,  and  be  as  God*$  mouth :  my 
(bul  is  on  the  watch  to  hear  what  the  Lord  will 

fpeak  to  oje  by  his  fervant-     Mr.  J has  been 

made  very  ufeful  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  in  labour* 
jng  amongft  us  i  we  have  no  odier  preacher  near  us 
^ho  is  any  further  than  in  the  letter,  and  1  blefs  God 

there 
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diere  has  not  been  one  of  them  hid  from  my  eyes 
face  I  beard  you  on  the  Rerehdons.  I  know  you 
are  a  man  m  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells^  and 
if  I  am  worthy  of  an  anfwcr,  let  me  hear  from  you 
as  fbon  as  time  will  permit.  If  you  knew  how  my 
,  Ibul  is  knit  to  you  in  love,  it  would  caufe  you  to 
look  over  my  blots,  and  *  pardon  me  for  troubling 
you.  My  prayer  is,  that  the  Lord  may  blefs  you, 
and  make  you  ufeful  to  his  people.  T  remain,  the 
leaft  of  all  God's  faints. 


M.  R. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  VI. 


To  Mr.  M — -  R ,  Bolnef. 


BELOVED    OF   GOD)   AND   DSAR  BROTHER  IN 
CHRISTi 

Thikb  epiftle  came  lafe  to  hand.  The  contents 
are,  glory  to  God  in  the  bigbeji,  on  earth  peace  and 
good  will  towards  men.  It  is  truly  anori^nal,  an 
cxa£):  copy  of  the  hand*\vrittng  within^  written  with 
the  finger  of  God  on  the  flefhly  tables  of  thino 
heart,  which  hath  made  thee  a  living  epiftle  known 
and  read  of  all  men.  And  God  hadi  added  his  (eal 
to  the  hand- writing;  for  it  was  attended  with  a 
great  degree  oiajfurance^  which  radfies  and  confirms 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel  upon  the  foul,  and  feals  it 
up  to  the  day  of  redemprion,  which  is  to  us  a  pledge 
and  an  earneft  of  the  future  inheritance  i  you  may 
call  it  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  that  glory 
which  (hall  be  revealed  in  us. 

The  ridings  are  choice,  fweet,  and  precious.  I 
knew  the  voice  as  foon  as  the  found  of  thy  ialuta* 
tion  reached  my  heart ;  for  it  is  an  echo  of  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God  reflected  from  an  adopted  child ; 
%  witnefs  on  earth,  refounding  from  th6  records  of 

heaven^ 
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heavcoj  proclaiming  another  branch  of  his  work 
doncj  which  is  to  purify  the  ions  o£  Leyij  that  cbej 
may  bring  a  pure  offering  in  righteoulheis  $  and  ii  a 
confirmation  of  the  faithful  faying»  that  Cbr^  J^ 
came  into  the  world  to  faoejimurs. 

The  (qieU  of  my  fon  is  as  die  finell  of  a  field 
vrhich  the  Lord  hath  blelTed.  He  whofe  garments 
fmcll  of  myrrhy  aloesi  and  caflia,  hath  vifited  him, 
and  virti^e  is  gone  out  of  him ;  from  hence  came 
the  odourj  undiop,  and  the  fweetfavour,  which 
are  emitted  from  a  manifcftaiion  of  himlelf  s  which 
makes  his  name  as  ointment  poured  forth -^and  the 
•incment  of  thy  right  hand  wiU  foon  betray  itfelf. 
The  cup  of  falvadon  hath  its  pecuUar  overflowingSp 
and  the  words  of  wiidom  are  a  flowing  brooki  be<^ 
caufe  the  ipring  of  the  waters  of  life  cannot  be  con*> 
fined:  Spring  up,  O  weUi  Sing  ye  unto  it;  anc}  wel} 
we  may>  feeing  it  (hall  (pring  up  within  us  intp  ever? 
kfting  life. 

Thou  art  not  the  iirft  poor  man^  my  fon^  whq 
hath  had  the  fad  hap  to  fall  among  thieves :  they  may 
ftrip  us  and  wound  us,  but  they  cannot  kill  us 
quite ;  they  are  obliged  to  leave  us*  as  foon  as  we 
are  half  dead,  tha^  thf  good  Samaritan  may  diiplay 
his  ikilL  Glead  is  never  without  a  phyfician,  nor 
yet  without  balm;  and  therefore  the  health  of 
God's  ded  muft  be  recovered,  that  they  may 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth-~ye  are  my  witnefies. 

I  know  of  no  worfe  trap  to  a  wounded  fpirit 
than  a  nunijter  of  the  letter^  who  holds  the  truth  ^ 

unri^teoujnefsi 
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mtrigbteou/kefs  i  a  doctrine  of  the  gofpel  in  his  nidutfa 
deceives  the  fimple ;  and  a  hard  heart  deceives  him, 
and  drives  him  into  rafli  prefumption :  fuch  cannoc 
allure>  but  through  the  lufi  of  the  flejh  and  much  wan^ 
toim^Si  nor  can  they  encourage^'  but  by  arrogance 
and  ignorance.  Blind  zea}»  legal  pride^  felfcoh^ 
ceit>  and  vain  confidence^  are  communicated  by 
too  too  many,  which  in  the  end  is  iure  to  make 
iad  work  for  conlcience  i  for  it  is  no  lels  than  fuel 
to  feed  the  furnace  of  afllifkion,  or  eUe  a  worie  fur-* 
oace.  But  it  is  by  fuch  men  that  the  contrary  part 
are  made  mantfeft,  and  the  precious  feparated  from 
the  vile,  for  he  that  feareth  God  Jball  come  forth  cf 
them  alii  but  the  finner  (hall  be  taken  by  them* 
All  that  come  to  us  in  this  way  (before  Chrift  takes 
Up  his  abode  in  the  heart)  are  thieves  and  robbers, 
but  the  fheep  will  not  hear  them  when  once  the 
Iheep's  nature  is  given  to  them ;  for  when  the  Shcp^ 
herd's  voice  of  mercy,  life,  pardon,  and  peace, 
comes  to  be  felt,  enjoyed,  and  underftood,  then 
farewell  to  lo  here,  and  lo  there.  After  this  all 
preaching  muft  agree  with  the  undion  within,  and 
if  any  man  teach  us  not  as  that  anointing  teacheth 
us,  we  need  no  fuch  teachers,  becauie  their  wond 
contradicts  the  Spirit's  work;  they  are  altogether 
out  of  the  fecret,  the  myftery  is  hid  from  them,  and 
the  matter  is  nor  perceived  by  them.  Neverthelefi, 
we  may  fay  with  Paul,  that  by  all  things  we  are  in^ 
firuRed\  for  by  thefe  we  find  out  what  the  fcriptures 
mean  by  lamps  without  oil,  wells  without  water,  and 

clouds 
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douds  without. rain.  If  the  Almighty  did  not  fct 
foch  charadiers  before  us,  we  fhould  not  fo  well  un* 
derfiand  his  portraits  $  but  by  comparing  the  one 
with  the  other  we  find  out  feigned  faith,  vain  con- 
fidence, empty -gifts,  diflembled  love,  and  learn  to 
diftinguifh  between  tb^  flieep-flcin  and  the  wolf 
that  wears  it ;  and  when  the  Lord  difcovers  them  to 
OS,  it  is  a  hint  given  that  we  may  withdraw  from 
them  m  whom  we  perceive  not  the  lips  of  wifdom^  nor 
even  meddle  with  them  that  are  given  to  change : 
befides,  it  teaches  us  to  prize  a  faithfiii  friend  the 
more.  Many  believed  on  the  Saviour  upon  the 
fight  of  his  miracles,  but  he  did  not  commit  himfelf 
to  them,  he  took  them  not  into  his  privy  council, 
nor  did  he  open  one  fecret  to  them,  or  make  free 
with  them,  for  be  knew  all  men,  and  be  knew  wbai 
was  in  man.  Moreover,  among  his  own  difciples 
he  had  one  which  is  called  tbe  difciple  wbom  Jefus 
loved',  with  whom,  perhaps,  he  might  with  more 
freedom  converfe,  and  who  oudived  all  the  others, 
and  was  the  only  one  who  died  a  natural  death;  all 
the  reft  fuflfcred  martyrdom.  Choofe  your  coa>pany, 
and  when  you  find  one  after  your  own  heart,  value 
fttim ;  but,  above  all,  endeavour  to  keep  up  com- 
munion and  fellowfhip  with  that  friend  that  lavetb  ai 
all  times,  and  wbofticketb  clo/er  tban  a  brother,  Wif- 
dom  is  the  principal  thing,  embrace  her,  and  hold 
her  faft ;  fbefhaUbe  an  ornament  of  grace  to  thine  bead, 
a  crown  of  glory  fhdl  fbe  deliver  to  thee  \  her  ways 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

Yea, 


(  31  ) 
Yea»  amidft  a  thoufand  ftorms  flic  keeps  the  (bul 
in  heavenly  tranquillity ;  ihe  improves  every  dif* 
appointment^  lof$«  and  cro6>  to  our  advantage  i 
lets  us  down  under  the  fame  experiences  and  fenfa* 
dons  of  the  faints  of  old ;  moves  us  from  one  co- 
venant view  to  anothcTf  from  one  enlargement  to 
anotheri  from  ftage  to  ftage^  and  from  (trength  to 
ilrengthj  till  our  fouls  take  up  thdr  various  lodg* 
ments  in  the  fame  refting-places  of  thofe  who  are 
gone  before^  and  whO|  through  faith  and  padence^ 
inherit  the  pronufes*  Thele  are  the  footfteps  of  the 
flock.  When  die  apoftles  had  been  fbr  (bme  time 
£ivourcd  with  the  pleafing  and  happy  enjoyment  of 
one  branch  of  the  Saviour's  work,  they  came  into 
foul-trials,  which  brought  them  out  into  another. 
In  diis  way  thofe  great  champions  fulfilled  their  mi-p 
niftry,  and  their  flocks,  following  them^  finifhed 
thdr  warfare :  their  leaders  brought  forth,  out  of  the 
Lord's  treafures,  things  new  and  old ;  and  their  &U 
lowers  found  their  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon.   , 

Dear  brother  (fo  I  call  you,  though  unknown)^ 
adieu. 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 

Cburch-fireet; 

Paddingtoo. 


LETTEa 
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> 
LETTER  Vli. 


+6  the  Rev.  Mr.  X 


liEV.  sikj 

I  THANK  my  kind  friend  for  his  lafti  and  hopt 
ever  to  remember  him  in  my  poor  petitions)  when 
the  heavenly  aid  of  the  kind  and  dear  Comforter 
Ibali  be  upon  me  in  that  blefled  privilege.  My 
poor»  leaky«  and  weadierbeaten  veflel*  is  fallen  inta 
t  certain  creek  where  two  fcas  meet  i  I  mean  the 
treachery  and  malice  of  pretended  friends^  and  the 
Icorn  and  contempt  of  open  foes.  Had  it  been  an 
enemy)  or  one  that  hated  me,  I  could  have  borne 
it)  or  hid  myfelf  from  him )  but  counfellors>  guides, 
companions,  familiar  friends^  with  whom  I  have 
walked  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company,  are  among 
the  confpirators  i  and  thofe  who  have  eaten  bread 
with  me  have  lifred  up  the  heel  agaiail  me.  But 
my  dear  Mafter  himfelf  went  through  this  part  of 
the  path  of  tribulation,  and  we  mud  fbllow  his  fteps. 
Much  foul-travail,  hard  ftudy,  wearifome  nights, 
daily  prayers,  and  many  tears,  have  been  my  exer- 
cife  for  the  good  of  their  fouls,  who  now  hate  me 
for  attempting  to  undeceive  them,  and  pluck  them 
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irom  the  hand  of  the  artful  fowlcf.  I  knov;  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord,  nor  am  I  ignorant  of  the  con- 
sequences that  will  follow  this  revival  of  the  old 
Caufe  which  was  once  pleaded  at  the  waters  ofjlrife. 
They  have  been  too  well  fed,  their  fouls  begin  to 
loath  the  mannas  iht  honeycomby  2sA  xk\^  feaft  of  fat 
things ;  thefe  are  become  too  common :  and  fure  I 
am  that  God  will  proclaim  a  faft  to  thefe,  he  will 
turn  them  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  feparate  theni 
from  the  comfortable  prefence  of  the  living  Vine ; 
all  fmiles  of  the  Bridegroom  fhall  be  taken  from 
them,  and  then  Ihall  they  faft  in  thofe  days ;  thejl^ 
want  hulks,  wine  mixed  with  water,  and  thefe 
ftolen,  for  only  fuch  are  fwcet  to  them.  They  have 
fcnt  for  the  impoftor  up,  and  I  am  glad  of  it ;  for 
the  band  ef  God  fhaU  be  known  toward  his  fervants^ 
and  bis  indignation  toward  his  enemies.  God  (hall 
give  them  their  own  way,  and  they  fhall  be  filled 
with  their  own  devices  s  for  the  turning  away  of  the 
fimple  fhall  flay  them^  and  the  prof  per  ity  of  fools  fhall  de^ 
flroy  tbem. 

Some  have  been  much  grieved  at  my  profperity ; 
they  could  not  endure  to  fee  God  fprcad  a  table  for 
me  in  the  midft  of  mine  enemies,  though,  I  believe, . 
I  might  have  cried.  My  leannefs !  My  leannefs ! 
long  enough,  if  God  had  raifed  me  up  no  better 
fupporters  than  thefe  who  are  now  in  the  tents  of 
Korah.  They  would  wi(h  me  to  take  my  bread  cut- 
ef  the  thorns i  or  cut  up  juniper-roots  for  my  meat  i 
but  they  that  would  muzde  the  ox,  (hall  feed  the 

Vol.  II.  D  wolfi 
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wolf;  for  it  is  but  juft  that  thofc  who  would  ftanre 
them  that  wait  at  the  akar^  (hould  be  left  to  J^d 
mney  for  that  which  is  not  breads  and  their  labour  f$r 
that  which  Jatisfieth  not.  Chrift  will  have  ho  neutrab 
where  he  comes%  If  the  Jewifh  fanhedrim  cannot 
afFord  the  Saviour  a  winding  iheet,  \hey  fball  give 
large  money  to  the  foldiers  to  obfcure  his  refurfeclion 
from  the  dead.  \ 

In  fuch  cafes  as  this  there  is  no  conferring  with 
flefli  and  blood  v  carnal  reafon  and  unbelief  would 
be  for  curling  the  day  in  which  it  was  faid^  there  is 
a  man-child  conceived;  or  elfr,  woe  is  me^  my  mo-- 
thery  that  thou  haft  born  me  a  man  of  firife  and  eon^ 
tention  to  all  the  earth :  this  brings  notluog  in,  but 
there  is  a  deal  of  it  conceived  in  the  heart.  But  no 
way  fo  rafe>  ib  good^  fo  pkafing  to  God^  as  pour- 
ing it  out  before  his  throne;  hourly  conceptions  of 
this  fort  has  furnifhcd  me  with  hourly  burdens  for 
the  ftioulders  of  thy  great  Deliverer ;  blels  him  for 
ever,  who,  in  this  valley  of  Achor,  gives  us  a  door 

• 

of  hope.  You  may  fee  where  I  have^  been,  and 
where  I  now  am ;  frail  nature  hath  got  her  argu- 
ments and  pleas  in  us  all;  the  great  Captain  fhewed 
this—/  locked  for  fom^  to  take  fity,  but  there  was  none^ 
and  for  comforters,  but  I  found  none:  they  gave  me 
gall  for  my  meaty  attd  in  my  thirft  they  gave  w  vinegar 
to  drink ;  and  we  mud  tafte  the  bitter  cup,  as  weH 
as  the  cup  of  falvation*  This  is  the  third  time  that 
I  have  been  in  perils  among  falfc  brethren. — The 
firft  was  at  fVooking,  in  Surry,  through  the  inftnv 

mentali^ 
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ftientality  of  a  minifter  of  Satan  j  that  was  the  long- 
tft  and  forcft  trial  that  I  had  met  with  fincc  my  re- 
Jeafe  from  Sinai.  I  was  then  a  young  father  in 
thrift,  and  too  fond  of  my  children,  and  therefore 
violence  and  cruelty  were  ufed,  both  by  the  falfe  and 
true  bricdiren ;  the  former  influenced  the  latter :  but 
this  was  appointed,  that  my  afieftions  might  be  beat 
oiF  by  violence,  and  foon  after  I  was  ordered  jto  Lon- 
don* But  if  that  cruel  ufage  had  not  come  upon 
ine,  I  (hould  have  come  to  London  like  a  filly  dove 
without  a  heart ;  but  the  children  I  had  fwaddled 
the  enemy  carried  away  j  fo  that  I  was  ready  to 
fondle  any  that  the  Lord  Ihould  give  me  elfewhere. 
At  Richmond  I  had  a  Utde  more  filbing  in  thefe 
troubled  waters ;  but  we  muft  arife  and  depart,  for 
this  is  not  our  reft,  it  is  polluted.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day  was  over ;  but  evil  days  and  wearifome  jtiights 
are  the  lot  of  them  who  labour  in  the  word  and  doc- 
trine. Let  nje  lay  a  little  of  this  weight  upon  thy 
ihoulders,  and  fail  not  to  bring  me  forth  b  thy  pe- 
titions i  for  God  knows  it  is  for  the  hope  of  Ifracl 
that  I  am  entangled  in  thefe  briars. ,  Remember 
my  bonds. 

9 

Vr.  HUNTINGTON. 

Chorcb-fireet^  Puddington. 
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LETTER  VIII. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  EVER  DEAR  AND  MUCH  HONOURED  FRIBNO; 

f 

I  HAVE  received  ancf  read  your  laft  favour,  and 
am  not  a  little  aftonilhed  at  what  you  tell  me«  In- 
deed I  can  jfce  where  you  are,  and  do  fympathizc 
too  with  you  from  my  heart ;  and  though  I  am  not 
able  to  give  you  any  help,  yet  my  poor  prayers  arc 
in  your  prefcnt  calamity ;  and  I  believe  the  Lord 
has  of  late  fet  you  much  on  my  heart,  nor  have  I 
the  Icaft  doubt  but  that  he  will  bring  yo^  through 
all  this  with  a  high  hand. 

I  have  a  great  defire  to  turn  comforter:  how- 
ever this  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  your  late  journey 
was  contrived  by  Infinite  Wifdom]  and  whatever 
they  are  who  have  their  hands  in  it,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  one  of  the  all  things  that  ftiall  work,  not  only 
for  your  own  good,  but  for  the  good  of  hundreds 
befides  j  and  I  can  fee,  with  half  an  eye,  that  Satan 
will  be  the  greateft  lofer  by  it  at  the  long  run ;  for  I 
know  that  his  wiles  will  be  further  difcovered,  and 
that  himfelfwill  be  clofer  purfued;  and  at  every 
ftep  of  ground  he  lofes  my  foul  will  rejoice,  fof  I 

hate  him  with  a  perfect  hatred,  • 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  read  this  letter  without  being  filled  with 
indignation.     Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  ftjflPer  hy- 
pocrites, liars,  impoftors,  and  devils,  to  profper !  and 
the  jiift  to  fee  iniquity  and  Icpk  at  grievance,  and. 
fuffer  fpoiling  and  violf'nce  to  remain  before  them  I 
What  ftiall  we  fay  to  all  thefe  things  ?  .This  I  will 
fay,  that  I  do  not  now  wonder  that  the  Lord's  deal- 
ings pi^zzle  fuch  a  poor  creature  of  the  night  as  I 
am,  when  they  try  thofe  whom  he ,  fo  dearly  loves, 
thofc  who  have  had  fo  much  of  his  fccrecs,  and 
fuch  as  he  has  in(lru6ted  with  fb  ftrong  a  hand. 
Many  times  has  my  heart  heaved  againft  him  for 
favouring  thofe  whom  I  know  at  the  fame  time  he 
hates,  and  continuing  to  frown  upon  tKem  whom  he 
knows  love  his  truth,  his  caufe,  his  people,  and  his 
name*    Now  it  daggers  me  when  I  think  how  that 
arrogant  and  prefumptuous  hypocrite  could  write 
fuch  a  book  againft  you.     It  is  a  teftimony  againft 
his, own  fouli  the  infernal  hatred  of  his  heart  record- 
ed by  his  own  hand :    fure  I  am  he  is  gone  beyond 
the  bounds  of  fear.     And  here  I  am  tumbling  and 
Humbling  in  the  dark,  and  cannot  get  the  ufe  of 
any  of  my  faculties;  I  cannot,  if  I  was  to  die,  com- 
mit to  paper  what  I  fee,  and  what  I  conceive  in  my 
thoughts.    But  the  devil  helps  his  own  children; 
and  I  am  as  fure,  as  there  is  a  God  in  heaven,  that 
he  will  damn  that  hypocrite,  if  he  lives  and  dies  in 
his  prefent  ftate. 

I  do  earneftly  pray  the  Almighty  (if  I  am  to  live 
longer  in  the  world  than  you;  that,  when  your  head 

Dj  is 
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18  laid  in  the  grave,  I  may  never  afterwards  go  to 
London ;  but  that  he  would  hide  me  in  fome  couqo-' 
try  place  near  a  wood,  give  me  food  and  raiment^ 
and  make  me  ufefiil  in  my  little  iphere  to  fome  poor 
and  (imple  people.  This  is  my  wiih  ancl  deflre^ 
and  never  to  be  ftationed  where  Satan's  (ea(  is» 

When  will  it  be  convenient  for  me  to  fpend  a  fesf 
days  with  you  i  I  hope  you  will  favour  n^e  with  ^ 
line  in  the  courfe  of  nei^t  week ;  and  if  your  mind 
and  circumftances  are  at  liberty,  tell  me  ^hen  I  tMf 
come ;  if  not,  I  will  wait  till  they  are. 

The  Lord  be  with  you,  blefs  and  ftrengthen  you 
for  the  work  he  has  cut  out  for  you.  He  fure|y 
will  I  himfclf  has  promifed  it,  and  he  has  done  it^ 
and  will  dor  it  to  the  end.  This  is  the  prayer  of  hiai 
who  fincerely  loves  yoq,  and  who  owes  hin^fdf  tq 
you. 

LewM, 
Janes,  l/st 


LETTER 
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LETTER   IX. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 


tiY  DEARLY   IBLOrEO   fRlBNO,   AND   KIND 
INSTRUCTOR, 

May  the  bed  of  bleflings  attend  you,  and  may 
our  good  Lord  crown  you  continually  with  loving- 
kindnels  and  tender  nieft:ies»  and  may  he  hold  you 
«sp  agaiaft  the  hoft  of  fc^cs  that  you  are  furrounded 
with  and  n>uft  cut  ^through,  by  the  fvord  of  his 
Spirit^  to  the  honour  of  his  great  and  holy  name, 
and  to  the  comfort  and  cftabliflunent  of  his  little, 
litde  flock,  in  this  kingdom ;  and.  to  the  confufion 
liow,  and  one  day  to  tiuc  utfcr  confuGon  of  theie  his 
enemies. 

It  fxuy  be  cnily  faid  of  them.  Behold!  ye  dejpifers! 
md  wMJer^  and  peri/h  j  for  I  work  4  work  in  your 
day  which  ye  wiU  in  no  wife  believe^  tbou^  a  man  de* 
clmre  it  unto  you !  But,  blefled  be  God,  not  all ; 
for  fbme  can  thank  God,  from  the  heart,  that  ever 
he  was  pjeafed  to  raife  yoo  up  amongft  us,  accord- 
ing to  his  wordj  to  confound  the  wifdom  of  the 
(worldly)  wifcj  and  to  bring  to  nothing  the  (pre*^ 
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tended)  underftanding  of  the  prudent.     They  are 
zealoufly  afFefting  one  another,  but  not  well  j    and, 
if  God   prevent  not,   fo  they  will  find  it.     Their 
outward  pretence  is  againfl:  the  man  and  his  bad  fpi- 
rit,  as  they  fuppofe  i    but  the  ground  of  it  is,  bc- 
caufe  they  cannot  bear  the  light,  neither  will  they 
come  to  it;  and,  in  efFcft,  it  is  faying  you  fpeak  by 
the  fpirit  of  Satan :    fo  that  I  find  it  is  not  fo  much 
the  man  they  are  fighting  againft,  as  the  fpirit  that 
fpeaketh  in  the  man;  and  all  under  a  feigned  pre- 
tence for  the  glory  of  God.      Is  Chrift  divided  ? 
No ;  blefTed  be  his  holy  name  he  is  not.    It  appears 
to  me  to  be  no  lefs  than  doing  defpite  to  the  Spirit 
of  grace,  or  finning  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft.     They 
^rc  upon  the  y^rge  of  a  precipice,  which,  if  they 
get  in,  will  drown  them  in  deftrudion  and  perdition. 
Woe  unto  them,  for  they  arc  going  in  the  way  of 
Cain,  and  running  greedily  after  the  error  of  Ba* 
^^  laam  for  reyrard,  and  will  periftx  in  the  giinfaying 
^^  of  Korahl    Thcfe  arc  fpotsJn.our  fcafts  of  cha- 
f'  rity;  bringing  an  evil  report  on  the  good  land; 
^^  when  they  fcaft  with  us  feeding  themfeWcs  with-p 
**  out  fear  \    clouds  without  water  carried  about  of 
*^  winds;  trees  whofe  fruit  withcreth,  without  fruit, 
twice  dead  (dead  fpiritually  hefe,  and  in  God's 
account  dead  eternally  hereafters  and  fo  they  will 
f*  find  it,  when  God  Ihall  pluck  them  up  by  the 
*^  roots)  i  raging  waves  of  the  fca  foaming  out  their 
f*  own  fhame  i    wandering  ftars,    to  whom  is  re- 
^?  fcrvec}  the  blacknpfs  of  darkncfs  for  ever."     I  de- 
clare 


fC 
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dare  I  tremble,  while  I  write,  at  a  view  of  their 
awful  ftate. 

I  lately  iaw  a  book  that  is  publiQied  agalnO;  you ; 
but,  blefled  be  God,  he  gave  me  eyes  to  fee  into 
the  fpirit  of  it.  The  author's  drift  fccms  to  be  in* 
intended  to  fpoil  your  ufefiilnefs  as  a  preacher,  under 

the  pretended  love  of  a  friend.    Satan  may  flalk 

• 

about  in  his  white  robe  and  deceive  m^ny,  but, 
blefled  be  God,  he  Ihall  never  finally  deceive  God's 
cleft.  We  have  had  fome  fpitfire  work  amongft  us 
concerning  you,  but  it  has  turned  out  for  good,  as 
we  begin  to  know  who  is  on  the  Lord'is  fide.  It 
has  had  a  good  efFeft  upon  me;  it  has  fiirred  up 
fuch  a  zeal,  which  I  hope  is  according  to  know* 
ledge,  that  I  have  not  lately  felt,  in  (landing  up  in 
defence  of  the  truth  j  I  can  fpeak  it  without  flattery, 
which  I  hate.  I  have  found  more  love  to  you  for 
the  truth's  fake,  Cnce  thefe  things  have  happened, 
than  I  ever  felt  before ;  and  have  read  your  books, 
as  it  were,  with  new  eyes,  though  they  have  hacked, 
cut,  and  fmote  me,  and  fometimes  comforted  me. 
But  comfort  I  fcldom  get  any  where,  though  others 
iay  they  have  been  comforted  by  me.  Your  book 
ejiuded  Living  Epiftles,  and  Light  Shining  in  Dark- 
neis,  have  been  made  a  blefling  amongft  us.  I  heard 
fcme  fay  that  your  Living  Tcftimonies  were  a  golden 
ftore  to  them,  J  ftiall  finifli  this  part  with  David's 
prayer :  *?  Keep  back  thy  fervant  from  prcfumptu- 
"  ous  fins,  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me ; 
^'  then  Ihall  I  be  upright  (in  him),  and  I  fliall  be 

"  innocent 


(      42      ) 

^  innocent  from  die  great  tranfgreflion ;  and  let  the 
^*  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditations  of  m^ 
^  hearty  be  acceptable  in  thy  figh^  0  I/>rd,  my 
^*  ftrcngth  and  my  Hedccmen'* 

.  I  Ihall  now,  my  dear  friend,  attempt  to  give  yoq 
fome  ac^count  how  I  have  gone  on  (ince  you  was  ib 
kind  as  to  fend  me  your  laft  letter,  and  may  the 
Lord  make  me  plaini  fimple,  and  hoYieft  in  it ;  for 
J  have  a  ftrong  propeqiity  in  me  to  keep  back  fbmc 
things  from  yoq  that  I  go  through,  and  alio  to  put 
in  odien  that  I  ought  not ;  I  find  my  heart  deceit- 
iul,  luid  defperately  wicked.  I  have  been  chiefly 
in  darknefs  (ince  I  wrote  to  you  laft^  except  fome 
fmall  intervals,  when  a  blelled  ray  has  darted  into 
my  ibul|  and  I  have  felt  as  if  it  had  diffufcd  itfelf 
through  my  whole  foul  j  it  has  been  momentary, 
but  very  fatisfaAory  for  the  time,  and  then  all  fliut 
up  agaiq,  and  I>  }i^e  Abraham,  returned  to  my  own 
place.  {Sometimes  I  have  felt  as  if  I  had  no 
changes,  and  have  been,  as  it  were,  challenged  to 
find  a  warfare  in  my  foul,  and,  upon  examination, 
I  could  not  diftingui(h  that  I  had ;  and  from  thefe 
ienfations  have  drawn  a  $:onc]u(|on  that  all  was  a 
blank,  that  I  had  been  deceived  into  a  profefHon, 
wd  had  only  mocked  God,  and  hitherto  deceived 
|iis  people,  and  really  I  felt  as  if  I  neyer  h^d  known 
(he  ways  of  God  at  all ;  this  in  the  end  has  been  a 
fore  trkvail.  In  this  flate  I  have  even  longed  for 
former  experience,  the  terrors  of  the  law,  &c,  but 
could  not  come  at  them,  and  have  begged  of  God 

to 
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to  be^n  his  work  in  me.    This  fcemingly  indifferent 
ftatc  has  been  worfc  to*  me  thaa  all  diac  I  ever  fel( 
in  all  my  Jife.-*rl  remember,  as  I  (at  ap  my  work 
pnc  day  in  this  ftatc,  fadly  troubled  indeed  refpeding 
>ny  foul  (it  was  on  the  9th  of  laft  November),  I 
Vtzs  praying  cameftly  to  the  Lord  to  deliver  me 
(rom  icvery  weight,  an4  to  reveal  his  Son  in  mr^ 
fhefe  words  fuddenly  came  iqto  my  mind|  **  /  tviU 
^'  fiew  tbee  great  and  mighty  tkipgs  that  thou  knowefi 
^  not^^    I  rfiought  they  were  furpnfing  words,  but 
I  would  let  them  alone  (ill  hight|  4nd  thpn  I  would 
have  a  fr^rch  for  them.    Night  came,  but  I  coul4 
pot  fjnd  them  at  all  \    I  fcarched  bedmes  all  next 
fday^  but  I  could  not  find  them,  and  began  to  think 
it  was  from  another  quarter  \  however,  at  mght,  I 
diought  I  would  once  mofe  fearch,  but  in  vain.    | 
(lid  not  know  what  to  do  i  I  thpugh;  to  myfelG  will 
it  be  prcfumption  to  put  up  a  petition  to  the  Lord 
^rpfpedting  it,  to  know  if  it  came  from  him  or  Satan? 
The  fcriptures  fay^  thought  I,  ^'  tljat  all  things  are 
f'  poflible  to  him  that  believetb**    However  I  put 
pp  a  petition  to  the  Lord  nearly  in  thefc  words : 
Lord,  thou  knoweft  I  canno^  find  ir ;  be  pleafed,  if 
^confiltent  with  thy  divine  will,  if  fhe  paffage  came 
from  thee,  to  djreft  me  where  to  find  it  in  thy  word, 
I  had  fome  idea  jn  my  mind,  and  was  going  to  look 
for  the  33d  phapter  of  Ezekicl  and  33d  verfe ;  but 
fome  how  or  others!  made  a  miftake,  and  turn- 
ed to  the  33d  of  Jeremiah,  and  fiifed  my  eyes  im- 
mediately upon  it.     J    was  aftonifhed  to  think  I 

was 
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was  anfwcrcd  dircdiy.     But  what  great  and  mighty 
things  thefe  are^  I  know  not>  though  I  have  not  a 
doubt  but  I  (hall  know  hereafter.     I  told  my  wife^ 
if  the  paffage  was  from  the  Lord  (which  I  had  no 
reafon  to  diibelieve)  I  (hould  foon  have  Satan  at 
me.     Not  long  after,  as  I  fat  by  the  fire  mufing  on 
thefe  wonderful  words,  this  was  fecretly,  but  power- 
fully, whifpered  to  my  mind,  "  This  night  thou  (halt 
**  die/*      I  thought,    can  this  be  what  the  Lord 
means  ?    I  concluded  it  might,  and  to  confirm  it  I 
began  to  feel  as  if  death  was  making  inroads  upon 
me ;  I  was  all  in  a  tremble,  and  began  to  feel  very 
weak.     I  got  up  and  began  to  walk  about,  but  felt 
myfelf  weaker  and  weaker,  was  ready  to  ftagger  in 
my  walk,  and  Was  in  a  cold  fweat;    I  took  fome 
ginger,  and  got  fome  camomile  tea  made,   but  I 
could  not  get  rid  of  my  feelings.      As  I  walked 
about  I  began  to  confider  the  words;  I  thought 
they  faid,  "  This  night  I  fliall  diej"  but  if  it  comes 
from  God  it  muft  be  according  to  his  word,  and  I 
do  not  remember  that  there  are  fuch  words  in  the 
Bible.      I   fufpefted  what  quarter  it  came  from, 
began  to  cheer  up  a  licdc,  and  ventured  to  defy 
the  devil  to  find  fuch  a  pafiage  in  all  God's  book. 
The  tempter  began  to  leer  ofi^,  and  I  really  imagined 
I  felt  him  leaving  me ;    but  my  feelings  did  not  al- 
together go  ofi^  till  I  fell  afleep.     Praifed  be  God,  .1 
^m  now  a  living  experimental  witncfs  that  the  devil 
is  a  Tun      And  although  I   thought  I  fliould  be 
tem^ccd  if  it  was  from  God^  fo  blind  was  i  when 

the 
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the  temptation  came^  that  at  firft  I  had  no  fuch 
thought  about  it. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  toflings  to  and  fro,  I  one 

day  came  to  Mr.  B 's,   at  G ,   and 

there  was  a  perfon  at  their  houfc,  one  of  our  church, 
helping  them ;  and  I,  as  ufual,  could  not  keep  tnj 
mouth  (hut,  though  I  often  have  wifhed  I  could, 
and  began  to  relate  how  things  were  with  me.  A 
day  or  two  after  I  was  informed,  that  while  I  was 
telting  my  experience  to  them,  this  perfon,  who  was 
in  diftrefs  concerning  her  (bul,  was  quite  fet  at  li- 
berty, had  all  her  doubts  and  fears  cleared  up;  the 
way  was  quite  open  between  God  and  her,  the  love 
of  God  was  fhed  abroad  in  her  heart,  and  (he  ex- 
prefied  herfelf  very  clearly  indeed,  and  is  one  that 
ieems  as  if  ihe  would  declare  it  alfo  amongft  God's 
<:hildren.  She  has  no  ifs  about  it,  but  is  poficive; 
ib  I  mufl:  give  it  up,  believing  it  to  be  genuine. 
But  I  remain  ftill  in  prifbn,  not  one  gleam  for  me. 
I  tried  to  fuck  confolacion  from  it,  but  I  could  not  i 
therefore  (he  (ang  fongs  to  a  heavy  heart, 

I  alfo  came  to  another  place  one  day,  where  was 
another  of  our  church,  not  thinking  any  thing  in  the 
Icaft  of  ufefulnefs,  and  began  to  fpcak  my  experi- 
ence as  ufual  J  this  was  fet  at  liberty  in  the^fame  man- 
ner (this  alfo  had  been  very  much  diftreffed  for  fomc 
rime'i,  and  thanked  and  praifcd  God  that  I  ever 
came  near  them  5  for  the  Lx)rd  had  done  great  things 
for  them,  and  had  made  me  the  inftrumenr,  in  his 
liand,  whereby  he  chofe  to  deliver  them.  And  I 
7  dare 


dare  not  difbelic w  dielc  things  i  for  i£  f  <&i,  I 
confcience  would  teftify  %ainfl  mfc.  Thb'  ciam^ 
me ;  there  was  no  comfort  foi*  me  s  I  remained  juft 
the  fame^  dill  (hut  up ;  but  they  got  what  I  wanted^ 
and  I  had  whitt  they  had  lofti  and  was  like  a  fool 
before  them  ia  mine  own  eyes;  I  could  fee  them 
ibine  I  but  it  rather  created  jealoufy  and  murmiir- 
ingj  inftead  of  '^  rejoicing  with  them  that  do  re« 
*♦  joicc/' 

Another  tinae  I  came  to  G i  and  had  oc- 

tafion  to  ftay  all  ntght.  The  next  morning  I  begari 
to  be  radier  diflatisfled  in  my  mind^  becaufe  I  had 
fiot  fecn  any  traces  of  the  hand  of  the  Loird  with  aiii 
and  beg^  to  conclude  that  I  had  adled  wrong  in 
fiaying>  ahd  to  murmur  at  myfelf,  &c«      I  came 

down  ftairs  i  Mrs.  B being  in  the  roOm^  after 

we  had  exchanged  a  few  words^  ihe  began  td  weep 
bitterly.  I  afked  her  the  caufe  i  fhe  ikid  it  was  her 
wicked  finful  heart  that  was  the  occafion  of  it.  On 
talking  a  little,  I  found  that  her  views  werci  thai 
Ihe  could  not  be  a  Chriilian,  and,  it  the  fame  tim^ 
feel  berfelf  iudi  a  miferable  (inner,  I  felt  a  (ecrec 
pricking  to  be  ufeful  to  her ;  I  took  hold  of  the 
Bible,  for  the  fecond  time  in  this  way,  and  endea«- 
voured  to  explab,  in  my  rough  way,  part  of  the 
7tli  chapter  of  the  Romans;  and  while  I  was  doing 
.this,  tlie  Lord  bleffed  it  to  her  foul,  and  made  her 
as  light  as  a  feather,  and  fhe  told  me  afterwarda 
that  0ie  had  a  comfortable  day  of  it :  but  was  myielf; 
all  this  time,  in  a  very  uncomfortable  ftate*  Thefc 
8  thingr 
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things  1  cannot  account  for,  though  you  touched  i 
little  on  them  in  one  of  your  letters  to  me ;    but  I . 
Lope  you  will  be  more  full  upon  it  -,  for  I  am  afraid 
of  being  Aken  by  Satan  as  an  angel  of  light  i  ahno^ 
every  thing  makes  me  ftart. 

Another  thing  I  have  wondered  at,  which  is  thk: 
that  at  the  fame  time  fome  have  been  comforted  bjr 
xvk  in  this  dark  ftate,  others  have  been  oramped«  and 
ftaggered,  and  in  fomc  meafure  brought  into  bond- 
age. Mr,  B— —  himfclfi  who  enjoys  much  con- 
ftanc  confolation^  can  hardly  fbnd  againft  mc 
This  alfo  has  troubled  me  miKh»  iofbmuch  that  I 
have  wilhed  I  had  never  been  near  them«  And  I 
find  a  fear  in  me,  left  I  ihould  bring  thofe  tluu  are 
in  liberty  into  bondage* 

I  (hall  now  give  you  my  thoughts  about  my  beii^ 
a  miniftcr^  Your  kind  letters,  I  muft  conftis,  have 
much  weight  with  me,  and  I  cannot  altogether  ihake 
it  off.  I  am  fet  upon  my  watch-tower,  to  fee  what 
the  Lord  will  fay  unto  me.  I  hope  the  Ijord  will 
never  fufier  me  to  go  before  him,  nor  fl^y  behind 
htm ;  but  that  he  will  go  before  me,  and  alfo  be  my 
rereward,  dirough  this  wildemefs.  Your  charge  t$ 
great,  and  the  office  is  great ;  but,  Co  be  furc,  our 
God  is  greater  i^an  ull ;  and,  I  am  fure,  if  it  ever 
comes  to  pals,  it  muft  be  in  God's  power,  not  in  my 
wifdom  i^  for,  lince  thefe  things  have  been  about  me, 
I  have  looked  before  now  into  the  Bible  .i;o  fee  if  I 
coul^  find  any  thing  which i  think,  minifkers  muft  dpi 

bur 
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but  no>  I  could  fee  nothing :  fo  as  to  be  able  to  (fe^ 
Kver  it  publicly  I  have  found  no  memory,  fcarce  any 
light  into  the  word,  and  have  been  confounded.  A 
minifter,  thought  I ;  no  fuch  thing :  for  I  can  fee 
others  far  enough  before  me  in  knowledge,  in  under* 
Handing,  in  gifts,  &c. ;  yet,  after  all  this,  I  cannot, 
dare  not,  altogether  hold  my  peace ;  .thofe  things 
before  relatbd  cramp  me,  fo  when  I  am  amongft 
them  I  tell  them,  without  a  book,  my  experience 
and  my  feelings,  I  want  no  memory  for  that ;  for  it 
is  in  me  as  plain  fometimes  as  it  is  to  read  a  book^ 
and  this  I  know  from  painful  experience.  If  ever  it 
comes  to  pafs,  my  dearly  beloved,  it  lays  in  the 
paflage  I  lately  had,  **  Great  and  mighty  things." 
May  the  Lord's  will,  and  only  his,  be  done. 
Amen. 

My  dear  friend,  it  is  only  formality  to  apologize 
about  my  writing  to  you,  for  write  to  you  I  muft ; 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  be  offended  at  it.  Be 
plcafed  to  favour  me  with  an  anfwer  to  this,  as  full 
as  you  can ;  tell  me  all  your  thoughts.  I  ihall,  from 
time  to  time,  acquaint  you  how  I  go  on.  O^ 
my  friend,  I  am  thankful  that  I  have  a  fpiritual 
friend  that  I  can  make  fo  free  with ;  and  I  believe 
the  Lord  himfelf  brought  our  acquaintance  about  for 
wife  and  good  ends;  for  my  good,  and  for  his 
glory  in  the  end.  Give  my  love  to  your  fpoufe, 
and  all  that  love  Jcfus  Chrifl  in  fincerity :  and  may 
the  Lord  blefs  you,   and  keep  you  up  againft  all 
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your  enemies.  That,  as  you  have  done,  and  may 
yet  do^  wimeis  a  good  confeflion  amongft  many 
brethren,  is  the  prayer  of  one  dut  loves  youj  I  hope, 
in  the  truth,  and  for  the  truth's  lake. 


A.  R* 


P.  S«  I  have  fent  a  letter  by  this  pbft  to  our 
dearly  beloved  friend  Mn  Oxenham.  My  wife  de-* 
fires  her  hearty  love  to  you  and  yours,  as  alio  our 
other  friends.  I  have  given  Mr.  Oxenham  a  fmall 
account  how  we  go  on.  Pray,  pray  for  us,  my 
friend,  that  the  Lord  would  fend  us  a  fingle  eye, 
that  our  litde  body  may  be  fuU  of  light*  I  hope  you 
will  excufe  all  blunders* 


Vol.  II.  E  letter 
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LETTER  X. 


To  Mr.  A.  R »  at  G 


BELOVED  OP  GOOj 

It  b  with  much  difficulty  that  I  can  get  time  to 
fend  thee  a  fcrap.  The  darkn^fs  which  thou  com- 
plained of  is  only  in  part,  my  friend  -,  it  is  not 
Egyptian  darkncfe,  nor  the  old  vail  of  Sinai :  for 
thou  canft  fee  thyfelfj  if  thou  canft  not  fee  Chrift;  and 
difcover  the  old  man  plain  enough,  if  thou  canftnot 
difcern  the  new  -,  and  all  things  that  are  reproved, 
and  made  manifeft,  are  reproved  and  made  manifeft 
by  the  light.  Thofc  intervening  rays  you  may 
call  the  day  dawn>  and  the  day  ftar :  the  fhadows 
will  foon  fkc  away,  the  Lord  will  fhtne,  and  thou 
{halt  rife  when  the  glory  of  God  is  rifcn  upon  thee. 
Thofe  of  the  brighceft  experience  have  been  ready 
to  call  the  whole  work  of  God  upon  them  into  quef- 
tion>  when  under  fpi ritual  defer tions,  in  lukewarm- 
nefs,  or  when  buffeted  by  the  adverfary :  but  the 
bruifed  reed  muft  be  bound  up,  in  order  to  make 
melody 5  the.fmoking  flax  muft  blaze,  that  ti  pure 
incenfe  and  graceful  praifcs  may  afcend  up  before 
the  throne :    the  good  work  (hall  be' revived,  the 

branch 
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branch  mull  be  purged^  and  die  wind  (hall  blow  on 
the  garden,  chat  die  ipices  may  flow  out,  or  elfc 
our  great  High  Pi^eft  could  not  eat  his  pleafant 
fruits.  The  Lord  wi^  do  the  work  over  and  over 
again,  until  fbe  effeSl  of  righteoujnefs  he  fewce  and  af^ 
Juranct  for  ever*  The  fame  paflagc  of  fcripture  to 
which  you  allude,  was  once  fcnt  in  like  manner  to 
me,  as  is  recorded  in  one  of  my  pamphlets  $  with 
this  difference  only,  the  whole  Verfc  came  to  me, 
Call  upon  mCf  and  I  wilf  anfwer  tbee,  and  Jbew  thee 
p^eat  and  mighty  things  which  thou  know^  not.  At 
that  time  I  had  been  fadly  befet  by  a  child  of  Satan, 
who  was  in  the  damnable  herefy  of  SabeUianifm, 
which  I  knew  to  be  a  lie,  yet  Satan  forely  haraflcd  me 
with  ic ;  but  it  pleafed  God  to  make  good  his  word 
to  me,  and  that  in  open  yifion,  which  fully  difco- 
vered  the  artful  fowler,  broke  his  curfcd  fnare,  and 
lent  him  off  with  all  his  infernal  lies ;  while  my  foul 
felt  itfelf  fweedy  compofed,  becalmed,  and  fetded, 
in  my  heavenly  Father's  love,  and  in  my  dear  Re- 
deemer's faving  benefits,  and  in  the  comforting  wit- 
nels  of  God  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  vifion>  my  fon, 
will  fpeak  in  due  time ;  wait  for  it :  it  is  of  the  Lord, 
and  will  furely  come  j  and  blcffed  is  he  that  believed, 
for  there  will  be  a  performance  of  what  is  told  him 
by  the  Lord. 

The  above-mentioned  conflia  with  Satan  hath 
been  of  great  ufe  to  me  (under  God)  inthe  miniftry. 
For  I  believe  that  there  is  fcarce  a  ddptb  of  Satan^ 
'Which  is  publilhed  cither  by  the  Arians,  the  Soci- 
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fiTaris,  or  Sabelliansj  which  the  devil  did  not  (u^eil 
to  my  mind ;  and  with  thefe  he  puzzled^  perplexed^ 
and  harafled  my  foul,  more  or  left,  for  two  or  three 
years,  all  which  time  I  kept  on  (confufed  and  be- 
wildered as  I  was)  preaching  againft  them.  But 
when  the  Lord  delivered  me,  I  was  at  a  point  in 
judgment  aboat  the  ftate  of  fuch  men ;  1  knew  by 
the  deliverance  which  God  wrought  out  for  me,  and 
by  the  light  and  glory  that  followed  upon  it,  that 
thefe  heretics  were  never  taught  of  God,  nor  influ- 
enced by  his  Spirit ;  but  that  they  were  influenced, 
adtuated,  and  inftrudbed,  by  the  devil  himfelf. 

Once  more. — I  was,  about  twenty-three  years 
ago,'  forely  befct  by  the  adverfary  in  another  way. 
I  had  prefcntcd  to  my  mind  a  multitude  of  ghaftly 
figures;  fome  human,  fome  brutal,  fome  partly 
human  and  partly  brutal,  and  fome  infernal.  I  have 
been  in  the  night,  by  the  hour,  in  thefe  chambers 
of  imagery,  with  thefe  images,  figures,  and  fpeftres, 
before  me  j  which  troubled  me  not  a  litdc,  until  it 
plealed  God  to  deliver  me.  However,  when  I  came 
to  London,  I  faw,  in  the  BriHjh  Mufeumy  and  fincc 
that  in  the  colkdion  of  Sir  AJbton  Lever ^  feveral 
heathen  gods  exaftly  like  them :  and  .here  I  faw 
where  all  idolatry  btgan  j  it  was  conceived  in  the 
carnal  mind  under  the  filthy  operations  of  Satan  $ 
hence  the  finner  is  charged  with  being  a  whore  to 
the  devil :  And  they  fi^all  no  more  offer  their  Jacrifices 
unto  devils,  after  whom  they  have  gone  a  whoring. 
Lev.  xvii,  7.    And  the  heretic  conceives  by  forming 
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the  fame  conjunction.  Satan  begets  every  herefy 
that  the  children  of  men  travail  with  and  bring  forth 
in  this  world :  hence  he  is  called^  the  father  of  lies ; 
and  thefe  lies  are  called,  doHrines  of  devils.  Satan  is 
the  whoremonger,  and  the  liar  is  the  whore ;  what 
Satan  begets,  his  llrumpet  brings  forth:  juft  as 
Ananias  and  Sapphira  did  -,  Why  haft  thou  concerved 
this  thing  in  thine  heart  ?  Why  hath  Satan  filled  thine 
hetn't  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  A6ls  v.  3,  4.  Here 
is  both  conception  and  pregnancy,  conceiving  and 
filling  the  heart ;  and  to  fuch  finners  Satan  is  a  fa- 
miliar  fpirit  (Dcut.  xviii.  11),  and  they  have  fcl- 
lowfhip  with  devils,  i  Cor.  x.  20. 

It  is  true,  violent  temptadons  often  follow  the 
manifeAadons  and  communications  of  God-— witnels 
the  temptations  of  Chrift  after  the  Father's  tcfti- 
mony  from  heaven — this  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  f  leafed-,  and  Paul's  thorn  in  the  flc(h  fuc- 
ceeded  his  vifion  of  the  third  heaven.  I  do  not 
wonder  at  the  forgetfulnefs  of  thy  former  aflertions 
when  the  temptation  came  on.  Satan  is  like  an 
highwayman,  when  he  comes  (for  both  are  thieves) 
there  is  no  time  for  deliberadon  or  recolledlion ;  his 
bufinefs  requires  hade ;  he  cads  the  poor  foul  into 
confufion,  flurries  him,  and  terrifies  him,  till  he  is 
fmitten  with  aftonifhment,  and  affrighted ;  the  foul 
gets  into  a  hatly,  peeviih,  and  fretful  temper,  and 
knows  not  where  it  is,  what  it  does,  or  what  it  fays ; 
juft  like  a  modell  damfel  who  falls  fuddenly  into 
the  violent  clutches  of  a  ruffian.    But  when  the  rob* 
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bery  is  committed,  and  the  afluranee  of  heaven  re- 
pairs our  lofs,  we  (land  aftonifhed  at  our  own  ftJIy, 
'  to  think  that  we  fbould  make  no  better  ufe  of  our 
arms,  but  fo  tamely  fubmit  to  be  plundered  by  a 
criminal  curfed  of  God  and  bound  with  chains. 
This  confideration,  in  former  days,  ufed  to  mortify 
me  not  a  litriej  and  I  have  fecredy  bantered,  chal- 
lenged, defied,  and  almoft  wifhed  him  t6  make  an* 
other  attack  while  I  was  upon  my  watch  and  ftood 
upon  my  arms,  which  was  hardly  ever  the  cafe ;  but 
is  foon  as  I  began  to  get  fccure  in  my  ward,  or 
drowfy  on  my  duty,  then  he  c^e  fo  fuddcnly  and 
fo  unfufpefled^  that  I  had  not  fo  much  as  time  to 

A 

feel  for  cither  ihicld  or  fword. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Lord  works  by  thee, 
though  thou  art  determined  never  to  work  for  him. 
He  can  load  thee  with  affliftions  for  the  confolation 
artd  falvation  of  his  people,  2  Cor.  i*  5 ;  and  make 
life  work  in  them^  and  death  in  you.  You  arc  bound, 
but  the  word  of  God  is  not  bound ;  and  when  your 
foul  becomes  more  liberal,  and  devifts  liberal  things, 
by  liberal  things  thou  (halt  ftand.  He  that  fcatters 
Ihall  yet  increafe,  and  he  that  waters  (hall  be  water- 
ed alfo  himfclf  i  but  he  that  withholdeth  more  than 
i^  meet,  it  tendeth  to  penury.  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  Lord  hath  raifed  thee  up  for  fuch  a  time 
as  this  i  and,  if  thou  altogether  hold  thy  peace, 
then  (hall  there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arile 
for  Ifrael  another  way.  In  preaching  the  word  the 
.  bow  is  drawn  at  a  venture  y  the  diredtiqn  of  the  ar- 

•  row^ 


<  55  ) 
rowj  the  execution  of  it^  the  excellency  of  thr 
poweo  and  the  different  effeds  produced,  are  of 
God,  not  of  us:  my  counfel  (ball  (land,  and  I  wi]^ 
do  all  my  pkafurei  my  word  fball  notjreturn  void^ 
it  ihaU  accomi^ifti  the  end  for  the  which  it  is  fent, 
and  profper  in  the  thing  that  pleafes  me.  They 
went  forth  and  wrought^  and  the  Lord  worked  with 
them,  confirming  the  word  with  figns :  they  deliver- 
ed his  whole  counfel,  and  left  him  to  make  applica* 
tion.  A  preacher  doth  not  always  communicate  his 
own  frame.  I  have  known  two  Friends  come  under 
the  word  toother — one  in  deep  diftrefs  of  foul,  the 
other  in  carnal  cafe  i  one  was  healed,  and  the  other 
wounded ;  the  fame  difcourfc  which  led  one  to  the 
Rock,  plunged  the  other  into  the  horrible  pit. 
Sometimes,  in  deicribing  a  child  of  God  and  the 
Uefledneis  of  his  flate,  another  hath  been  enlighten- 
ed to  fee  that  he  had  neither  part  or  lot  in  that  mat* 
cer;  he  hath  been  convinced,  judged,  and  condemned, 
and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  made  manifeft.  When 
an  aifembly  meets  together,  one  is  in  bondage,  an* 
9ther  in  liberty  -,  fome  comfortable,  fome  in  bitter- 
ne(s ;  one  is  tempted,  another  tried ;  one  a  back* 
Aider,  another  is  fixed ;  one  under  perfecucion,  and 
another  under  fpiritual  dcfertion-*and  the  word  of 
the  I^ord  is  proBrable  for  inllrudtion,  corre&ion, 
reproof,  and  comfort—that  each  may  have  his  por- 
tion of  meat  in  due  feafon.  Paul  was  enlarged, 
when  the  Corinthians  were  ftraitened;  his  mouth 
was  open,  when  their  hearts  were  clofcd :   one  may 
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be  joyful,  and  another  jealous  $  one  comes  hiibgiy 
and  is  filled,  anodier  comes  full  and  is  fent  empty 
away.  The  more  you  fcattcr,  the  more  you  will 
increafe ;  and  as  you  water  others,  your  •wn  well 
will  fpring,  and  flow  freer  and  freer/  and  run  purer 
and  purer— the  old  veil  and  the  weeds  that  are 
wrapped  about  thy  head,  will  yanilh  and  dilappear 
as  the  fun  rifes  upon  thee. 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  thy  neck  is  intended  for 
the  yoke,  and  when  thy  will  is  religned  to  the  will 
of  the  Lord  thou  (halt  have  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance, and  the  teftimony  of  his  Spirit ;  but  all  the 
time  thy  face  is  fet  for  Tarfus,  the  florm  will, 
more  or  lefs,  purfue  thee.  And  thus  it  (hall  be 
done  to  the  man  that  refufes  to  build  his  brother's 
houfe,  and  efpecially  the  houfe  of  that  brother  that 
was  born  for  adverdty  s  and  that  man*s  houfe  (hall 
be  called,  in  Ifrael,  the  houfe  of  him  that  hath  his 
ihoe  loofed ;  or  the  man,  whofe  feet  are  not  (hod 
with  the  preparations  of  the  gofpel  of  pe^ce.  Take 
it  in  the  rough,  time  is  precious  with  me ;  for  I 
muft  work  if  you  will  not,  and  (b  (hall  you,  or 
fmart  for  it. 

W.  H.   S.S, 

Churcb-ilreet,  Paddingtoii. 
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LETTER   XL 


To  the  Rev,  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


KEY.  SIR^ 

I  AM  this  moming>  February  22,  at  Ninfidd^ 
and  am  now  thinking  what  company  there  will  be 
to-morrow  at  the  doctor's  houle.  I  wiih  I  could  be 
there  among  them.  My  heart  is  there  ^  and  if  I  had 
but  a  pair  of  wmgs,  I  would  drop  in  upon  them  early 
in  the  morning  s  but  I  am  doomed  to  wander  in  the 
wealds  of  Suflex,  and  have  no  power  to  come  out 
of  this  wilderne(s.  I  cannot  get  as  far  as  the  me* 
tropolis.  Nothing  is  to  be  heard  in  this  country 
now»  but  the  landbg  of  the  French.  They  are  all 
in  an  uproan  When  I  left  L— ,  the  town  was 
in  a  commotion.  Several  fermers'  waggons  were 
prefledy  &c.  &c.  This  had  fpread  fuch  a  rumour^ 
that  feveral  were  ready  to  fet  ofPi  others  reported 
that  the  French  fleet  flood  ofif  Brighton,  I  know 
not  what  the  Almighty  is  about  to  do^  but  I  cannot 
belicve>  (bme  how^  that  he  will  fuffer  the  F 
pow  to  land*    You  know  be  himfelf  dcfwttd  their 

late 
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late  attempt>  and  he  is  able  yet  to  do  it  again.  I  have 
found  lately  power  and  liberty  in  my  fpirit  to  plead 
with  him>  and  he  fuifered  me  to  put  in  my  plea 
with  boldnefs^  and  I  thought  it  was  a  ftrong  one. 
The  flicpherd's  care  is  never  more  confpicuous 
than  at  the  time  of  yeaning ;  wolves  and  dogs  are 
then  particularly  guarded  againfts  and  you  know 
there  is  a  little  of  tfiis  work  going  on  now  in  Eng- 
land— ^here  is  a  few>  and  though  but  a  fcw^  his 
promife  is>  to  gather  them  with  his  arms^  and  to 
lead  gendy  thofe  that  are  with  young.  But  if  we 
9rc  to  have  their  government,  they  will  not  then 
be  kd  gendy.  I  can  fee  what  we  are  to  expcft,  by 
the  fample  before  me.  But  it  is  faid  they  will 
^ve  liberty  to  all.  This  I  do  not  doubt:  they 
will  give  liberty  to  every  one  to  knock  his  neigh- 
bour on  the  heady  if  he  fhould  ftand  in  his  way. 
And  doubtlcfs  they  will  give  full  liberty  to  Dcifts, 
Atheifts,  Socinians,  Arians,  Papifts,  Arminians, 
and  Libertines ;  but  the  free  Spirit  of  Jefus  they  will 
never  fuffcr  to  have  his  liberty,  if  they  can  prevent 
it — this  they  hate  worfc  than  the  devil  himfelf. 
From  their  government  may  heaven  fave  us  all  P 
I  hope  he  yet  will.  It  may  not  be  too  late ;  if  all  ' 
join  in  this  bufincfs,  who  knows  what  we  can  do  ? 
Have  you  the  fubjcdt  on  your  mind  ?  and  have 
you  any  thing  to  propofe  on  it  ?  If  you  have,  1 
wilh  to  hearken  to  it. 

I  have  fome  good  news  to  tell  you  yet.     I  have 
fcen  fome  looking  out  of  darknefs  fince  ♦  *  *.     My 

dear 


(    59    ) 

dear  friend  M.  S is  getdng  out,  and  hath 

Ihaken  himfelf  from  the  duft.  Thb  is  true,  indeed  i 
and  I  fee  it  is  in  anfwer  to  many  prayers.  I  have 
wreftled  hard  for  him»  and  I  fliall  have  him.  He 
has  been  long  in  wrath  and  bitcemels^  but  the  oU  is 
come  down. 


J-J- 


UTTXlt 
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LETTER  XIL 


To  the  Rev.  J.  J- 


AEV.  SIRt 

If  I  am  not  miftaken^  there  is  fuch  a  place  in 
Suflcx  as  Ninjield  Stocks  i  I  hope  my  dear  friend  is 
not  detained  there.  In  his  laft,  the  poor  weather- 
beaten  bark  appeared  to  be  almoft  ready  to  double 
the  cape>  but  thefe  tidings  come  from  a  colder  cU« 
mate  i  however^  he  will  not  go  to  the  bottom  for 
want  of  an  anchor,  nor  alhore  for  want  of  a  caUe. 
The  aipeft  of  things  in  the  prefent  day  is  very 
gloomy^  and  it  pkafcs  God  to  keep  us  much  in  the 
dark  about  his  great  defignsi  yet  we  cannot  fay  that 
there  is  no  more  any  prophet^  or  that  we  Jee  not  our 
Jigns^  or  favourable  tokens,  though  it  is  mod  cer- 
tain that  there  is  none  among  us  that  knoweth  how 
long.  That  Antiochus  was  a  type  of  the  man  of 
fin,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  even  the  three  years  and 
a  half  of  Ifracrs  fuflferings  under  him,  is  brought  in 
by  the  evangelift  John,  and  is  explsdned  by  weeks 
of  years  j  which  prophetic  term  of  i  a6o  years,  in 
which  Zbn  is  to  remain  in  her  ohfcurity,  the  pro- 
phets to  preach  in  fackcloth^  and  antichrift  to  reign, 

is 
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is  attended  with  many  difficulcies.  The  conception 
of  antichrift  near  the  centre  of  the  apoftolic  age,  die  - 
working  of  the  myftery  of  iniquity  near  the  clofc  of 
it>  the  manifeftation  and  open  appearance  of  the  man 
of  Cm,  muft  be  confidered  in  feveral  dillmft  periods, 
and  where  to  date  his  rife  from^  I  know  not ;  whe- 
ther from  his  Brft  appearance^  or  from  his  firft  war 
with  the  faints ;  however  the  time  of  his  continuance 
is  plain  enough.  Many  good  tmen  have  fixed  the 
dme  of  his  execution,  but  he  has  pafled  the  dme 
that  they  have  appointed  i  they  have  erred  in  the 
dme>  but  not  in  the  thing ;  and  perhaps  this  may 
have  been  permitted,  in  order  to  harden  them  the 
more,  that  they  may  conclude  that  the  effeA  of 
every  vifioh  is  prolonged,  that  the  joy  of  the  hypo-^ 
pocrite  may  be  heightened,  their  carnal  fecurity 
completed,  the  feat  of  violence  brought  near,  die 
evil  day  put  far  away,  and  fbe  boaft  I  fit  as  a  queen, 
and  prophefy  nothing  but  peace  and  fafety — when, 
in  one  hour,  her  judgment  comes.  Moreover,  the 
caftern  and  our  way  of  reckoning  years  differ  not  a 
litde,  as  far  as  I  can  conceive  -,  and  as  for  the  iblar 
and  lunar  fyftems,  I  know  but  little  of,  and,  though 
I  find  a  great  itchbg  after  thefe  things,  yet  the  daily 
labour  diat  &lls  to  my  fhare  forbids  it ;  and  when  I 
^  would  make  nine  days  a^week,  to  dive  after  theie 
diings  in  the  night,  when  the  hired  labourer  calls 
the  time  his  own,  yet  here  alio  I  meet  with  another 
let,  and  that  is  my  eyes  wax  dim,  and  threaten  nie 
with  total  darknefs  if  I  do  not  allow  them  to  (hut 

up 
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lip  thop  by  one  o'clock  in  the  moming,  and  I  muft 
iofift  lipon  pulling  the  (hutters  down  by  five  or  fix 
wt  the  fiutheft.  The  times  and  iea(bns  the  Father 
bas  put  in  his  own  powert  and  it  is  not  for  us  to 
know  them»  unlefs  he  (hould  be  pleafed  to  reveal 
tfacoiy  as  he  did  in  feme  particulars  to  DanieU  At 
the  end  the  vifion  fiiall  fpeak ;  fiilBlling  the  prophe^^ 
dcs  is  unfealing  the  book  s  and  when  we  can  conir 
pore  the  prophecy  and  the  accompliihment  togedier^ 
the  vifion  fpeaks  plain,  fo  that  he  who  runs  may 
lead  it. 

It  is  thought  by  many,  that  as  Anciochus  fprcad 
his  pavilion  between  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Dead  Sea,  fo  his  antitype  will  ereft  his  tabernacle 
in  Britain,  which  is  between  the  feas  alfo  i  and  the 
picienc  face  of  things  appears  to  countenance  the 
coDJe&ure.  However,  the  hour  of  temptation  muft 
come  upon  all  that  are  called  Chriftians,  to  try  them  i 
wfaicb  perilous  hour  to  the  righteous  wUl  be  the 
faft  triumph  of  their  great  opprefibr,  and  lead  on 
to  his  final  ruin :  yet  I  cannot  be  brought  to  believe 
but  what  there  is  upwards  of  fixty  years  to  run  out 
before  that  fon  of  perdidon  goes  to  his  own  place. 
In  tixck  dmes  we  muft  be  confbtnt  in  feekmg  the 
Lord,  and  in  walking  and  keeping  dole  to  him: 
6ck  meckneis,  feck  righteoufnefs,  it  may  be  we 
Ihall  be  bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  fierce  angen 
He  counfels  us  to  hold  faft  both  his  gofpel  and  our 
profefTion  of  it :  Hold  fafi  tiU  I  com  i  and  again> 
Becau/e  thou  baft  kept  the  word  of  wy  patience ^  I  alfr 
3  will 
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9iS  luep  the  from  the  bmr.  of  temptation  vihkb  fimi 
come  upon  oil  t^e  world  to  tiy  them.  We  are  vbl 
the  hands  of  a  good  alty  when  we  walk  wkh  God 
in  p^ace  and  equity^  aad  hold  *  the  n;iyftciy  of  fiutk 
ill  a 'puf  c  confcicnce  s  thele  are  no  fooall  fiippoit  ia 
die  field  of  battle. 

•  For  ^^ut  fix  or  feven  months  befbte  the  war 

broke  out»   I  was  forely  exercifed  both   daj  and 

night,  and  all  about  approaching  calamities ;   diere 

was  nothing  uppermoft   in   my  mindj   nor  before 

my  eyes^   but  diftrefs  and  trouble.     At  laft^  in  a 

vifion  of  the  night,   I  faw  two  armies  on  a  lat^e 

plain,  and  I  was  let  to  watch  their  motions  and  to 

carry  ddings :    I  faw  them  engaged,  and  ran  with 

tidings ;  and,  to  my  aftonilhmeht,  I  faw  a  very  hi^ 

fione  wall  betweeif^me  and  the  field  of  adion«    Soon 

after  I  had  another  awfiil  fight — leveral  fmall  rivers 

filled  with  dead  men  flain  in  batde.     And,  about 

fixteen  months  ago,  or  thereabouts,  going  to  bed 

full  of  thought  about  the  prefent  dmes,  the  moment 

I  awfiked  a  voice  fpoke  inwardly  to  my  heart,  ^is 

is  the  hour  of  temptation ;   but  from  whence  it  came 

I  mud  leave,  though  I  really  thought  it  came  from 

the  great  Shepherd.    After  I  had  been  exercifed 

with  fix  or  feven  months  fore  travail,  I  came  forth 

from  thofe  imaginary  pains  (no  lels  painful  than 

real)  with  much  fubmiflion  and  quietude,  and  in  a 

meafure  fortified,  to  meet  what  may  be  expedcd ;  as 

I  well  know  that  no  poor  creature  upon  earth  has 

more  enemies  than  I  have.    I  hope  to  meet  thee 

daily 
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daily  tt  the  mercy  (eat>  and  that  in  the  Unity  of  the 
£uth;  and  am  not  a  litde  delighted  with  the  good 
lyings  of  the  poor  Hebrews  creeping  out  of  their 
tildes.  Go  on»  the  Lord  is  with  thee  i  and»  to  thy 
comfort,  I  tell  thee  that  my  fuccefi  alio  is  very 

e«at* 

Bleis  the  Lordi  O  my  foul»  and  forget  not  all  his 
benefits^ 


W.  H.  S.  S. 


UTTIJL 
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LETTER    XML 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 


IIY  DIA&LT  BBLOVBD  f  RIBN^i 

Grace y  mercy  ^  and  peace,  be  nmltiplied. 

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  inftruAing  letter  of  March 
4th,  for  which  I  return  you  my  mod  grateful  ac« 
knowledgment  I  believe  I  (hould  have  troubled 
you  with  a  letter  before  now^  but  many  obftaeles 
have  been  in  the  way ;  but  moft  of  all  unbelief  on 
the  one  hand,  and  a  fear  of  prefdmption  on  the 
other,  have  worried  and  perplexed  my  foul  ibrely, 
io  that  I  have  gone  bowing  down  my  head  like  a 
bulrufh.  Ifi  and  buts  are  cutting  things  to  me, 
and  alio  diOionourable  to  God.  I  have  gone  fb  far 
as  to  fear  that  the  Lord  had  never  begun  the  good 
work  in  my  foul  at  all,  and  that  I  had  deceived 
others  and  mylelf  alio,  and  have  prayed  the  Lord  to 
begin  the  good  work  now.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
go  back,  in  thefc  terrible  times,  to  pad  experience ; 
and  there  I  have  been  baiffled  alio.  I  have  looked 
at  my  firft  convidions,  but  it  has  been  reprcfcntcd 
that  they  were  only  natural  convifHons,  and  that  t 

Vol.  IL  F  never 
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never  (aw  fin  exceeding  finfuU  nor  in  its  true  light  i 
that  I  never  had  a  godly  forrow  for  fin^  nor  that 
mourning  on  the  account  of  fin  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  faints;  therefore  they  were  not  conviftions  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  I  have  anfweredj  that  they 
led  me  to  pray  to  the  Lordj  and  thatj  from  a  feel- 
ing ienic  of  my  loft  condinon  (terrible  and  long 
as  they  were)^  that  they  might  not  go  off  but  by  the 
precious  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  alio  anfwered. 
Did  not  this  prove  that>  at  that  Qme>  the  Lord  had 
granted  me  a  new  covenant-blclfing)  ^^  his  fear  in 
•*  my  heart,"  that  they  fliould  not  go  off  but  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  It  came  again :  it  was  only  a 
prayer  while  his  chaftening  was  upon  me,  and  that 
he  only  mocked  when  my  fear  came ;  and  in  this 
way  have  I  been,  till  I  have  been  wearied  and  con- 
founded. I  then  Bew,  I  thought,  to  a  more  fure 
teftimony,  I  mean  the  day  of  my  efpouials;  which 
has  many  times  kept  me  up:  for  St.  Paul  fays, 
they  may  have  many  things,  and  having  not  charityt 
or  love,  they  are  nothing.  I  put  the  queftion^ 
Have  I  not  Jiad  the  love  of  God  (bed  abroad  in  my 
heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  which  at  that  time  took 
away  that  flavifli  fear  of  hell  and  damnation,  and  it 
has  never  returned  (though^  poor  wretch,  I  have 
dcfired  it)  to  this  preient  period.  To  the  laft  it  was 
anfwered— when  God*<$  chaftening  hand  was  off  me 
I  fell  afleep  again  in  carnal  fecurity,  and  the  reft 
that  I  felt  was  in  myfel^  not  in  him.  And  to  the 
firft  it  was  anfwered— -it  was  nothing  but  the  joy 

of 
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6f  a  hypocrite  or  Arminianj  which  I  have  feen  thank- 
ing and  praifing  God  from  day  to  day,  as  if  in  the 
liberty  of  the  gofpel,  bur  it  was  rejoicing  only  in  a 
thing  of  nought ;  and  here  I  have  been  forely  put 
to  it,  and,  '^ '  being  in  darknefi  and  having  no 
**  light,"  it  has  left  behind  a  fecret  fulpicion,  and  a 
jealoufy  which  is  cruel  as  the  grave,  and  all  the 
Lord  is  pleafed  of  his  mercy  to  remove  it  my  life 
will  hang  in  doubt. 

My  dearly  beloved  friend,  let  me  crave  an  Intereft 
in  your  prayers,  from  a  feeling  fenfe  of  my  need ; 
fbr  I  know  that  the  eflPcAual  fervent  prayer  of 
W.  H.  S,  S.  availeth  much,  as  has  been  proved  to 
me  concerning  that  woman  at  G  ■  ■  >  which  was 
mentioned  in  a  former  letter.  The  prayer^meering 
which  (he  held  in  oppofition  to  us  is  broke  up,  but 
what  has  been  the  occafion  of  it  I  cannot  learn ;  the 
firft  caufe  I  know,  but  cannot  learn  the  lecond* 
She  is  alio  made  manifeft  to  another  perfon,  who  I 
have  great  reafon  to  believe  is  a  Chriftian,  and  who 
has  helped  to  fupport  her  by  her  pocket.  I  do  be* 
lieve  the  Lord  is  making  her  manifeft  very  &ft, 
prailed  be  his  name  for  that.  I  am  often  tempted  to 
believe  that  the  love  I  experienced  at  my  deliverance 
from  the  gulph  of  black  delpair,  was  not  attended 
with  thofe  foul-debafing,  God-exalting,  views,  as  is 
experienced  by  Chriftians ;  that  it  was  not  attended 
with  that  fympathy  for  Jefus  Chrift  as  is  mentioned 
in  Zech.  xii.  lo.  ^^  They  fhall  mourn  for  him^  as 
^  one  thatmourneth  for  his  only  fop  i  and  lhal|  be 

Fa  ••  in 
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"  in  bitceme&  for  him  as  one  that  is  in  tntternds 
f'  for  his  firft  born/*-— May  die  Lord  make  you 
willing  and  able  to  give  doie  anfwers.  I  fliall  fay 
no  more  on  this  fubjeA  at  prefent^  but  (hall  proceed^ 
hoping  yoQ  will  fend  me  a  few  lines  in  as  fhort  a 
time  as  poflibly  you  can.  And  may  the  Lord  direft 
you.    Amen. 

My  heartfelt  prayer  is>  ^^  Search  rae^  O  Godj 
'^  and  know  my  heart;  try  me»  and  know  my 
^'  thoughts,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in 
*'  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting." 

There  is  Mr.  Thomas  B— ,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
who  defire  to  exprefs  their  love,  gratitude,  and  afiec- 
tion  to  you,  as  an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God, 
for  our  beloved  M.  O  *s  vi(it  among  us.  I  be- 
lieve he  has  been  made  ufeful  in  fome  fenle  or  other 
to  us  all:  fome  have  been  comforted,  Ibme  re* 
proved,  and  fome  eftablifhed;  our  eyes  are  com- 
pletely opened  to  fee  into  a  certain  defcripdon  of 
miniftcrs  as  they  never  were  before ;  it  has  tai^ht  us 
the  difference  between  a  minifter  of  the  letter  only 
and  one  of  the  Spirit  y  or,  if  you  pleafe,  a  minifter 
of  Satan  and  one  of  the  Lord's.  He  Ipeaks  as  one 
having  authority,  and  not  as  our  modern,  letter- 
learned,  fchool-taught,  fcribes ;  he  is  fweetly  in  the 
fiberty  of  the  gofpel  bodi  in  preaching  and  in  (peak- 
ing in  private  ^  and,  oh,  how  do  I  long  to  be  in  it 
myfel^  the  gbrious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God ! 
It  founds  and  vibrates  in  my  heart,  and  I  hope,  one 
day,  the  Lord  will  grant  my  rcqueft,  that  I  (haU 

fteadily 
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fit^aiy  trfjoy  it  niyfel£  At  pre(en(  I  am  at  im 
with  a  vfhoh  hoft  of  enemies^  and  ain  afraid  I  often 
attack  thetn  in  my  own  ilrength.  L^ality  is  a  ter«- 
rible  fbc  to  me ;  but  I  miift  leav^  off  here>  and  be^ 
gin  on  another  fubjeA.  .  i 

In  your  love  and  kindnefs  to  us>  you  (ent  Mn 
B^  •  a  letter^  the  contents  whereof  made  me 
tremble ;  the  awfiil  charge  you  gave  me>  and  that 
b  the  prefence  of  Gtad^  and  at  my  peril  if  I  re^ 
fofed;  and  your  fpeaking  fo  pofitivjply  that  God 
would  bleis  us  in  diis  way :  feeling  myfelf  fb  very 
weak  (which  this  letter  will  prove),  has  laid  me 
under  freih  difficidties  that  I  little  thought  b^  and 
I  think  I  have  fulpeded  my  own  date  being  Mi 
more  fince  that  letter  came  than  I  did  before.  It 
has  brought  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe,— ^How  can  I 
deicribe  the  real  convidions  of  a  child  of  God; 
while  I  fufpeft  the  reality  of  my  own  f  And  how 
can  I  defcribe  the  everhfting  difcrimtnating  love  of 
God  which  is  ihed  ^road  in  the  finner's  heart,  after 
he  has  paiTed  under  the  rod,  when  the  day  of  his 
efpoulals  is  come,  at  the  feaft  of  fat  thin^;  and,  at 
die  iame  time,  fufpeA  my  own  ftate  ?  It  cannot  be^ 
I  thought,  if  my  dear  friend  had  known  me,  hs 
would  not  have  faid  fo  much  about  my  being  ufefU 
in  fbture,  or:  laid  fuch  a  charge  uix)n  me;  befides^ 
very  often  I  cannot  fee  any  thing!  in  the  icriptures 
from  One  end. to  the  other:  I  have  looked  and  read/ 
and  at  laft  have.ihut  the  book  and  gone  awa/ 
grieVoufly  difitppoidted,;    moping   and    mourning' 
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about  like  a  loft  flieep.  At  timesj  as  I  wrote  to 
you  befbrct  I  have  had  great  liberty  when  I  have 
been  among  die  children  of  God»  and  have  been  at 
a  certiunty  in  what  I  have  faid ;  at  other  times  I 
have  been  quite  (hut  up,  and  if  I  have  attempte4 
to  ipeak>  I  haye  met  with  a  cutting  reproof,  fo  that 
I  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of  thef^  things.  I  read 
the  9th  of  the  A£ts,  as  it  happened.  One  day,  and 
I  felt  that  part  of  it  with  (bme  weight  which  fpeaks 
of  Ananias's  going  to  Paul ;  and  I  thought,  if  you 
had  any  fuch  knowledge  refpedting  me  and  I  re- 
fiifed,  woe  be  to  me  if  I  difobeyed,  for  I  am  afraid 
of  the  Lord's  rod  i  he  can  lay  on  a  moft  dreadful 
heavy  hand,  though  he  doth  not  mean  to  deftroy  1 
this  I  know  by  experience.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  run  unfent  I  fee  as  dreadful ;  for  he  would 
(ay.  Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hands,  to  tread 
my  courts  as  a  teacher  i  and  this  would  bring  the 
rod  alfo.  So  that  you  ice,  my  dear  friend,  that  my 
di/ficulties  are  complicated  -,  but,  in  the  midft  of  allj» 
m^y  his  will,  and  his  only,  be  done, 

While  I  am  writing,  it  ftrikes  my  mind  that  there 
are  fix  people,  in  fix  different  towns  about  us,  that 
will  have  ic  that  I  have  been  made  ufeful  tq  diem ; 
and  I  do  believe  ibme  of  thefe  will  be  my  greateft 
troublers  concerning  this  matter,  efpecially  as  Mr. 

B doth  not  fcem  to  be  much  difpofed  to  keep 

your  letter  a  fecret,  which  I  dcfired  him  to  do^ 
Some  of  thf^m  ieem  gready  pleafed  with  your  letter, 
9nd  are  on  my  back  already.    I  tell  them  that  I  do 
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not  find  thofe  things  in  me  which  muft  accompany 
a  teacher ;  neverthelefs^  I  hope  (I  tell  them)  to  lie 
in  the  balance  of  God's  will  refpedting  the  matter. 
I  referred  them  to  Paul's  experience,  where  he  faw 
his  call  clear  both  as  a  Chriftian  and  a  minifter;  and 
if  ever  this  was  the  cafe  with  me,  they  might  expefk 
to  hear  further  of  me.  Pray,  my  dear  friend,  that^ 
if  it  is  the  Lord's  will,  in  his  own  due  time  it  may 
be  made  manifef^  i  alfb^  if  it  is  not  his  will,  it  may 
be  the  fame :  for  I  can  be  very  well  content  if  I  am 
permitted  to  fit  in  the  loweft  feat  amongft  liis  be- 
loved ones. 

I  have  one  thing  or  two  more  to  mendon  to  you, 
if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  bear  with  me,  though  I 
think,  by  this  rime,  I  have  pretty  well  tired  your 
parience.  You  may,  periiaps,  throw  Ibme  light 
upon  it,  if  it  is  feom  the  Lord    It  is  as  follows. — 

The  day  that  our  dearly  beloved  friend  O left 

us,  as  I  was  getring  fome  beans  £)r  my  family  in 
my  gaiiden,  a  frame  came  over  my  foul  that,  to  my 
knowledge,  I  never  experienced  before,  and  how 
to  deferibe  it  I  fcarce  can  tell :  my  foul  feemed  to 
be  ihut  up  from  the  world,  and  from  every  thing  of 
time  and  fenfe  $  that  is,  nothing  of  the  world  had 
any  weight  wjth  me,  and  I  could  ^  pay  attendon  to 
nothing  but  it.  I  feemed  as  if  in  trav^  to  bring 
forth ;  it  was  attended  with  pain,  yet  mixed  with 
pkafing  fenfarions  i  a  fpirit  of  prayer  attended  it, 
my  whole  foul  was  prayer,  and  I  could  fcarce  tell 
what  about.    The  tenor  of  my  prayer,  as  I  went 
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abouc>  was  in  llich  words  as  thefe  :**^Lofdj  deliver 
tnc— Lord,  keep  me  from  error— -Lord*  have  mercy 
on  me— Lord,  dired  me  into  aU  truthr^Lord,  let 
thy  will  be  done — Lord,  fuffer  me  not  to  be  carried 
away  with  enthufiafm ;  with  many  fuch  expreffiooi 
Its  thefe.  This  is  a  ^t  idea  of  it,  for  it  was  better 
felt  than  I  can  es^prefs  it*-  However,  I  wentiip 
Itairsj  and  fell  down  on  my  knees  before  the  Lprd, 
fo  beg  him,  if  he  pleafed,  to  make  me  underftand 
what  was  his  meanmg ;  thereby  two  fcriptures  came 
(0  my  mind  while  I  was  at  prayer :  the  firfl:  was 
this — *f  Rejoice,  O  daughter  of  Zion  P*  and  the 
Other  ^as,  ^'  ^c  in  pain  to  luring  forth,  O  daughter 
f'  of  Zion !"  That  word,  **  be  in  pain,"  and  *«  k- 
^^  bour  to  bring  forth,"  feemed  to  be  a  little  like 
xny  experience ;  but  what  wa^  or  is  to  be,  broi^ht 
forth,  I  know  not.  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  that  I 
might  not  bring  fgrtb  wind.  This  continued^  at 
tioies,  a  day  or  two  ^  but  what  it  means  I  cannot 
tcU.  If  thjcre  are  any  traces  of  it  in  the  courfe  of 
your  experience  and  God's  gracious  dealings  with 
you,  I  hope  you  wll)  be  enabled  to  throw  Ibme 
light  upon  it«  I  fliall  not  trouble  you  with  much 
more  at  the  prcfcnt^  only  beg  that  you  will  for  once, 
^s  early  as  you  can,  be  pleafed  p  pay  attention  to 
this  confufcd  jumble  of  a  letter,  ancl  1  ihall  take  it 
as  a  moft  fingular  kindiiefs  indeed.,  I  ^m  forry  to 
hear  of  your  prefcnt  trouble^  &c.  &c«  May  the 
Lordf  of  his  infinite  mercy,  deliver  you,  and  all 
thofe  that  are  Jefus  Chrift'sj^  that  may  be  entangled 

in 
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in  the  nct»  If  ever  you  find  opportunity  to  come 
among  us,  I  hope  you  will  not  wait  for  an  inviution 
in  particular,  for  we  ihall  at  any  time  be  glad  to  fee 
you  $  only  write  us  a  letter  before  you  come.  My 
love  to  you  and  yours;  likewife  to  Mr.  O  and 

his,  and  I  hope  fliordy  to  hear  of  his  iafe  arrival  in 
town.  My  wife  joins  with  me  in  the  fame.  May 
the  beft  of  bleffings  attend  you.    Amen. 

From  your  loving  and  afie&ionate  brother 

(I  hope)  in  the  Lord^ 


A.  R. 
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LETTER  XlVi 


To  Mr.  A* 


BELOVED  Of  G0D> 

Craciy  mercy  ^  and  peace ^  h  with  tbei,  tbrougb 
Cbrtfi  Je/us  our  Ijord, 

If  thou  thinkeft  to  bring  bfidelity  over  to  the 
divine  ftandardj  or  if  thou  art  in  expectation  of  the 
old  man  becoming  loyal  to  Chrift^  thou  art  labour* 
iog  in  vab^  that  Ethiopian  will  never  be  white, 
wx  wilt  thou  change  one  Ipot  of  that  leopard  He 
is  in  alliance  with  none  but  Satan,  who  is  never  di- 
vided ag^ft  himfelf.  If  he  was,  how  could  his 
kingdom  Hand  ?  The  Lord  enlightens  us ;  but  Satan 
tries  to  blind  our  eyes,  to  keep  the  glorious  light  of 
the  goipel  out.  Satanaims  to  rock  us  to  fleeps  the 
Lord  empties  us  from  veflcl  to  veflel,  that  we  may 
not  &tde  upon  our  lees,  or  get  carnally  fecure.  If 
thou  waft  a  hypocrite,  Satan  would  be  divided 
agaunft  himfelf,  if  he  was  to  tell  thee  of  it :  thil 
would  be  a6ting  againft  his  own  intereft,  whofe 
bufinefs  is  to  keep  bis  goods  in  peace^  and  not  to  dif* 
quiet  his  own  houie.  In  Ibort,  to  nurle  pride  wA 
bufict  the  humblt  i  to  nouriih  a  ^fe  hope  and  op* 
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pofe  a  good  one ;  to  beget  and  embolden  prelump* 
don,  and  to  weaken  faith ;  to  countenance  diflembled. 
love,  and  to  damp  and  chill  the  love  of  God  by  the 
fiirrings  of  corruption ;  to  make  hypocrites  rage  and 
be  confident,  and  to  make  the  faint  ftagger  at  the 
promife ;  to  iet  the  Pharilee  to  thank  God  he  is  not 
as  other  men,  and  the  faint  to  be  unthankflil  for 
what  he  has,  by  complaining  ^e  Lord  hath  for* 
iaken  me,  and  my  God  hath  forgotten  me :  thi% 
.  this  b  the  work  of  Satan ;  and  as  he  is  fuch  a  fMrora 
enemy  to  God,  it  is  not  in  his  nature  to  z&  other* 
wife.  Jealous  fufpicion  is  the  complaint  of  the  holy 
ipoufe ;  but  there  muft  be  fomc  love  or  liking  where 
this  jealoufy  operates :  for  why  Ihould  I  burn  in  the 
injured  lover's  fire,  if  I  am  not  rivalled  in  the  ob« 
je£b  loved  It  was  the  lofs  of  the  heavenly  lover's 
embraces,  and  the  joy  of  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem* 
that  threw  the  fpoufe  into  her  fits  of  love«-Iicknelsi 
Ihe  could  not  bear  to  fee  the  daughters  rival  her,  who 
had  been  fo  long  in  a  ftate  of  wedlock*  But  this 
fliforder  makes  us  (earch  and  feek  the  more  after  him; 
paw  will  I  Je0k  bim  whom  n^f  J^d  lovetbj  and  it 
makes  us  prize  him  the  more  when  we  find  him ;  / 
found  bim  wbom  my  Joul  lovetb^  I  bdd  bim  fafi 
md  wtndd  not  let  bim  go:  and  it  makes  us  more 
carefiil  not  to  offend  him ;  /  cbarge  you^  O  ye 
daugbters  of  Jerttfakm^  not  fo  fiir^  nor  awake  my  leva 
tiUbepUafe. 

The  text  Zech.  xii.  lo,  is  fpoken  chiefly  of  the 
Jewsj  at  their  future  rccpnverfion^  which  is  yet  to 
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come  I  and  although  a  godly  forrow  muft  be  fotinci 
in  tH  that  are  faved,  Hezckiah  and  Job  went  on 
long  without  itj  and  both  were  in  the  faith  of  Chrifl;, 
and  both  came  to  this  when  the  furnace  of  afflLfHon 
bad  tried  them  and  purged  them.  God  hath  given 
you  an  honeft  and  a  good  heart  i  you  look  well  to 
your  way,  and  ponder  the  path  of  your  feet,  and  I 
hope  that  you  will  keep  on,  fo  that  all  your  thoi^hts 
snay  be  eftabliftied ;  you  neither  ihun  the  light  nor 
flee  from  it,  and  this  b  doing  the  truth*  The  ob- 
jeAions  and  cxcufcs  you  make  againft  opening  your 
mocth  for  God,  have  no  weight  with  me,  nor  have 
they  any  with  your  confcience  i  you  are  not  going 
to  take  the  charge  of  an  eftablilhed  people,  who 
require  every  myftery  of  the  kingdom  tx>  be  held 
forth  in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  light  The  ftrong 
£utb,  flaming  love,  and  afilirance,  that  you  talk  o^ 
was  not  found  in  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles  wheti 
firft  Ihnt  out  by  Chrift }  nor  in  the  heart  of  one  of 
the  twice  feventy  which  the  Lord  fent  out  before  i  nor 
yet  in  Paul,  who,  feelang  the  terrors  of  the  Lord, 
warned  finners  day  and  night,  for  three  years,  with 
tears,  Paul  was  to  be  a  minifter  of  what  he  had 
feen,  and  of  other  things^^fer  the  vobicb  I  wti  ap* 
parMMto  tbe^i  we  are  to.  minifter  as*of  die  ability 
which  God  gtvetb  4  an  alarmed  foul  can  found  an 
•krm  I  one  in  terrors  can  perfuadc  men  i  a  doubt* 
ful  foul  can  fympathlze  with  the  doubtful,  the  weak 
with  the.  weak,  the  tc  nip  ted  with  the  tempted,  the 
cic&rted: with  the  deferred^  Paul  was  obliged  to  be«- 
.  -  come 
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come  all  things  to  all  men;  and  others,  in  fudi 
cafes>  edified  each  other,  and  bore  each  other's 
burdens.  Thefe  fix  perfons  are  a  prelude  to  your 
future  fuccefsi  you  know  it,  and  your  confciencc 
lafhes  you  for  your  frivolous  excufes.  As  for  the 
gale  from  the  heavenly  hills,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  divine  nation  to  induce  you  to  comply  with  my 
injun£tion ;  you  muft  prophefy,  and  then  the  wind 
will  blow  on  the  flain.  How  are  the  daughters  of 
Zion  to  rejoice  unlefs  their  falvation  cometb  ?  and 
how  are  they  to  believe  or  hear  without  a  preacher? 
and  how  (hall  flie  labour  to  bring  forth,  if  no  preach- 
er to  travail  in  birth  until  Chrift  be  formed  in  her 
children?  However,  I  muft  leave  this  with  God 
and  your  confcience,  and  fliould  not  wonder  if  fome 
fore  conflia  befell  thee,  if  thou  altogether  hold  thy 
peace  at  fuch  a  time  as  this.     As  to  my  coming  to 

G ,  I  never  "will,  until  your  hand  is  on  the 

plough,  and  then  perhaps  I  may.  My  kind  love  to 
all  friends.    Excufe  hafte  j  while  I  remain. 

Yours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 


W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTKR 
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LETTER  XV. 


To  the  Rcy*  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


mr  DSAlt  SIR, 

I  MUST  write  a  few  lines  to  you  to  day^  though  I 
ihmk  I  have  but  very  little  to  cell  you.  I  am  not 
able  to  form  any  judgment  of  myfelf ;  nor  do  I  know 
where  I  am,  or  what  I  am ;  a  periihing  finner  I 
certaunly  am»  but  whether  my  hope  is  true  or  hlCc 
I  do  not  know.  I  experience  various  changes: 
ibmetimes  I  am  much  opprefled  with  heavinefs  and 
darknefs ;  feel  a  burden  on  my  fpirics  ready  to  fink 
me ;  the  plague  of  my  heart>  the  confufion  of  my 
mindj  the  importance  of  the  work>  my  incapacity 
for  it,  and  above  all  the  doubtful  Hate  of  my  foulj 
make  me  ready  to  wilh  that  I  never  was  bornn 
Under  this  weight  I  can  hardly  at  times  ftand^  and 
have  often  refblved  to  give  up  all;  but  again  I  am 
a  little  ealedj  and  after  this  will  follow  two  or 
three  days  refpite ;  then  I  am  at  it  again>  and  fome- 
how  find  more  itrength  than  ever^  this  fo  en- 
courages me^  that  I  am  ready  to  conclude  that 
the  worft  is  over^  that  the  Lord  gendy  leads  mc, 

and 
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and  will  by  degrees  bring  me  into  his  preien<:ei 
but  when  my  diftrels  again  returns^  then  I  conclude 
that  the  bitternefs*of  death  is  not  yet  pafled^  dot  I 
muft  go  deeper  than  ever  ^  the  which9  like  a  cow* 
ardy  I  gready  dreads  and  yet  want  to  know  die 
wotft,  Sometimes»  efpecially  of  lace^  I  have  found 
my  old  crimes  (in  which  I  long  indulged  myfel^ 
and  that  againft  the  rebukes  of  confdence)  ftirred 
upy  and  am  haunted  and  harafled  by  them  fi>r  days 
together^  and  gready  fear  I  fhall  one  day  &IL 
Thefe  things  are  bitter  plagues  to  me;  I  have 
cried  to  the  Lord  againft  them^  and,  in  anfwer  to 
thefe  poor  petidons,  he  has  abated  their  force, 
and  has  taken  them  away  for  weeks  together ;  bqt 
now  and  then  they  will  be  Ihewing  diemfelvo 
agaioj  as  if  they  would  let  me  know  that  they  are 
not  dead;  but  I  cry  again,  and  am  helped :  and  I 
think  the  Lord's  promiie  to  Paul  has,  in  fome 
meafiire>  been  verified  in  me,  viz.  lUs  ftrmph 
modi  ferfell  in  my  weaknejs ;  and  at  times  I  have 
been  able  to  defy  the  devil,  and  tell  him  to  his 
fiice  that  his  labour  is  vain,  that  /  JbaU  not  faUi 
and  the  words  of  the  Saviour  to  Peter  have  been 
often  fweet  to  me — I  have  frayed  for  thee^  that 
thy  faith  fail  not.  If  you  recoiled,  I  hinted  ac 
feme  of  them  to  you  the  laft  dme  I  was  at  your 
houfe^  and  you  touched  upon  them  in  prayer  be^ 
fore  we  parted,  and,  God  knows,  I  have  not  found 
the  ftrength  of  them  fo  much  fince ;  whereas  on 
"  my 
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my  road  to  towoj  I  never  was  fb  maSmUf  haraflbci 
with  them  before. 

'  There  is  one  thbg,  in  a  letter  of  yourt  t)o  a 
young  man>  that  I  have  often  wHhed  as  well  as 
you,  viz.  chat  it  had  pleafed  God  to  keep  me 
from  fm  in  the  days  of  my  youth.  I  then  had  a 
tender  confclence  $  but  bad  company  and  e^ 
practices  hardened  it  i  and  a  profeflion  of  refigioo> 
without  the  power  of  itj  almoft  feared  it:  this 
j^rved  as  a  cloak  to  many  things  that  confdeiice 
would  not  bear  with  in  the  days  of  my  youth ; 
and  this  I  expe&  to  rue  as  long  as  I  live,  and  I 
am  afraid  the  '  fword  will  never  depart  from  my 
houfe. 

Accounts  abound  with  me  of  the  books  bang 
much  bleiled  to  many.  I  believe  they  are  read 
day  and  nightj  and  I  cannot  find  one  that  repents 
buying  the  book.  Thoie  letters  between  you  and 
me  I  find  are  moft  perufed  yet,  and  indeed  they 
feem  as  if  they  had  received  freih  courage  from 
them,  and  arguments  to  reply  ag^nfl:  dieir  adver- 
faries.  There  is  one  thing  you  have  iaid  that 
they  all  witncfe  to  j  viz.  "  that  many  have  kept  a 
'<  jealous  eye  upon  me,  fearing  that  I  fhould  be 
^*  enlarged,  and  they  left  bound."  This  they  all 
confefs  with  one  confent ;  and  if  at  any  time  I  have 
gone  a  little  higher  than  ufual,  then  they  have 
trembled :  but  is  not  this  ftraoge,  that  they  ihould 
rather  hear  me  ftammering  in  my  fetters,  than 
7  preach 
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preach  die  liberty  of  the  gofpel  i  But  I  mufl:  leave 
off,  as  I  am  gobg  again  to-day  to  work  in  the 
country — a  poor  workman^  truly !  May  the  God 
of  heaven  blefs  you»  and  prc^r  you,  is  the  hearty 
prayer  of. 


Your  much  obliged  friend^ 


Vol,  it.  G  mm 
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LETTER   XVI. 


To  the  Rev.  J.  J. 


KBY.  SIR» 

My  fon  is  ftill  alive,  though  he  can  form  no 
judgment  of  himfelfj  and  though  he  knows  not  where 
he  is ;  it  is  Abraham's  path,  my  fon,  who  obeyed, 
and  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went.  Chrift 
will  find  the  loft  Iheep,  if  it  cannot  find  him ;  for  he 
kads  us  in  paths  that  we  have  not  known.  But  we 
(hall  know  both  what  he  does,  and  where  he  leads^ 
hereafter^  when  he  makes  darknels  light  before  us, 
jEtnd  crooked  things  ftraight.  If  my  fon  knows 
where  he  is,  and  what  he  is,  he  cannot  be  loft. 

I'he  oil  of  joy  is  promifed  for  a  fpirit  of  heavinefsj 
light  to  the  blind,  reft  for  the  heavy  laden,  a  phy- 
fician  for  the  plague,  order  for  confufion,  a  mouth 
and  wiidom  for  the  miniftry,  and  divine  fuificiency 
for  them  that  know  they  are  not  fufficient  for  theie 
things.  But  this  poor  child  of  mine  dreams  of  all- 
fufficiency  in  himfelf;  looking  to  the  hills  from 
whence  cometh  our  help,  and  to  the  Lord  for  grace 
and  ftrength  in  every  time  of  need,  fccms  to  be  too 
dazzling  a  profpcft  for  his  near  fight. 

Never 


(     8i     ) 

.  Never  TcfoFve  either  to  give  all  iip,  or  hold  aM 
kA  i  for  thou  canft  do  neither.  ^'  I  will  be  their 
^*  Godi  and  they  (ball  be  my  people,"  is  the  hn- 
guage  of  the  better  covenant  from  end  to  end,  and 
Ihall  ftand  faft  from  everlafting  to  everlalling,  let 
men's  refolutions  be  what  they  may.  Job,  in  the 
furnace,  poflefled  the  iniquity  of  his  youth  as  well  as 
you.  Nadian  told  David,  God  bath  put  ofUDoy  thy 
Jin ;  and  yet  he  laboured  and  cried  long  under  the 
venom  and  guilt  of  it.  It  is  one  thing  for  God  to 
view  my  crimes  cancelled  by  the  Suretyi  and  it  is 
another  diing  for  him  to  let  me  feel  and  enjoy  it. 
Jealouly  oflferings  were  to  bring  iniquity  to  light  i 
inquifidbns  ibuft  be  ndadci  and  iniquity  Icafched  out, 
and  found  to  be  hateful,  add  wd  muft  fuffer  under  a 
fcofe  of  them,  and  fmart  for  them,  that  we  may  re- 
memh&  ^ut  affiiSion  and  mar  fniftry^  the  wormwood  (ind 
the  gaUi  that  we  may  have  a  fympathy  for  the  Sa- 
viour, and  feel,  in  a  fmall  degree,  his  intolerable 
fufierings  for  us;  this,  under  the  influence  of  grace, 
makes  the  confcience  tender,  excites  gratitude,  and 
fills  the  Ibul  with  pious  gridf  when  we  offend  him, 
or  hear  others  di^onour  him.  There  is  a  peculiar 
mark  of  protedion  fet  upon  fuch  asjigb  and  cry  for 
their  own  fins  j  and  for  the  abominations  that  are  done  in 
the  land^  and  fuch  fhall  not  fall  in  the  cbmmon-de-» 
ftrudion. 

To  quit  ourfelves  like  men,  to  reftft  tiie  devil 
fleadfaft  in  the  faith,  and  give,  no  gfoifnd  to  him, 
well  becomes  every  foldier  that  God  has  armed. 

G  2  "And 
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And  '^  to  defy  Him,  and  tell  him  to  his  face  that  his 
"  labour  is  in  vain/'  is  doubtlcfs  a  very  heroic  aft  in 
my  fon.  Neverthekjsy  rejoice  not  in  this  i  but  rather 
rejoice  becaufe  thy  name  is  written  in  heaven. 

It  doubdcfs  is  a  peculiar  favoar,  like  Jojepb  and 
Timothy^  to  be  called  young ;  their  cords  and  yokes 
are  not  fo  ftrong  as  ours,  nor  may  their  old  vices 
ply  them  ib  clofe  and  hard  as  oars  do ;  yet  we  are 
the  greateft  debtors  to  grace. 

It  is  not  ftrange  at  aU,  my  fon>  ''  that  the  flock 
^*  choofes  rather  to  hear  you  ftammering  in  your  fet- 
^'  ters,  than  to  preach  liberty."  If  they  were  free, 
they  would  like  to  hear  of  freedom ;  but  to  fee  Napb^ 
tali  a  hind  kt  loojij  while  Iffachar  crouches  down  be^ 
tween  two  burdens^  hy  like  Jofeph^s  many-<oloured 
coat>  a  provocation  to  jealoufy ;  and  who  can  reft 
contented  when  fcorched  with  &>  vehement  a  flame  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  reproach  and  flander  caft 
upon  thee>  will  fpread  abroad  the  report  of  the  good 
hand  of  God  upon  thecj  while  the  ointment  of  thy  right 
hand  will  betray  itjelf. 

When  the  pulpits  in  London  were  ringing  perpe- 
tual peals  againi^  antinomianifm  and  a  bad  ipirity 
they  rung  fo  many  bees  down  to  my  hive,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  fpend  twelve  hundred  pounds  to  en- 
large \u  The  place  is  too  ftraic  for  us  now ;  and 
there  are  many  that  are  willing  to  go  again  to  Jordan 
to  fetch  beams,  if  we  had  but  ground  to  lengthen 
the  cords  upon.  However,  God's  word  (hall  hav« 
free  courft>  it  fhall  run  and  be  glorified,  and  accom- 

plifb 
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{^(h  the  end  (ot  which  it  is  fent  W<  tnuft  dat«  to 
be  fingular^  and  not  fay — ^a  con^eracy.  Tliefe  com* 
binatioDs  and  Connexions  confift>  not  of  evangelifts, 
but  fpies  s  and  tbofe  who  wi(b  to  be  thought  men  of 
candour  will  nocreflft;  fo  that  the  truth  of  the  gofpd 
continues  with  but  Tew ;  nor  are  thefc  kept  in  joints 
and  bands  by  truths  love^  ahd  gofpcl  fimplicity,  but 
by  policy ;  not  in  defence  of  the  power  of  godlinefs, 
but  againft  it ;  to  ecliple  tv^ry  heavenly  ray,  and 
quench  every  living  coal  that  comes  from  the  altar 
of  burnt-offering.  Our  Ibuls  muft  not  come  into 
thdr  fecrett  unto  their  aflcmbly  we  muft  not  be 
united.  Singularity  in  our  day  is  breaking  through 
the  bounds  of  the  fear  of  man^  which  brings  a  fnarc. 
We  (hall  not  be  drove  to  countenance  this  and  that 
fcheme,  againit  light  and  confcience,  to  gratify  j^x* 
ander  the  copperfmith ;  nor  blunt  the  edge  of  God's 
fword  for*  fear  of  offending  Biotrepbes^  who  fights 
for  pre-eminence.  We  muft  know  no  man  after 
the  flefti.  It  is  true,  we  (hall  not  pafs  for  men  of 
moderate  principles,  nor  will  our  names  Be  embalm « 
ed  with  the  f^veet  perfumes  of  candour  and  lenity; 
yet  we  (hall  have  the  approbation  of  God,  the  power 
of  his  Spirit,  the  blelfings  of  the  gofpel  of  peace, 
the  teftimony  of  an  honeft  confcience,  and  (hall  be 
made  manifeft  in  the  confciences  of  all  good  men, 
yea  and  wicked  men  too ;  and  tUje  art  tbinis  that 
accompany  fahaticn. 

My  fon,  let  me  have  joy  of  thee  5  give  thy  mind 
to  reading  and  ftudy,  be  much  in  private,  watch  the 

G  3  hand 
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hand  of  God  upon  thce^  and  the  leadings  of  his  pro? 

vidcnce  ^ith  thee ;  compare  fptricual  works  within. 

with  fpiritua]  words  in  the  book  j  and  take  heed  to, 

>uid  deanfe  thy  way  by»  that  rule ;  indulge  not  fleep, 

ileft  thou  coaie  to  poverty;    open  thine  eyes,  and 

xhou  fhalt  be  fatisfied  with  bread ;  ftrive  to  enter  in 

^t  the  ftrait  gate  -,  that  is  the  bed  entrance  that  is  at* 

tended  with  the  greateft  difficulties,  and  that  whiph  is 

the  hs^rdefl  to  get  is  the  mod  valued  when  obtained; 

every  virtue  that  the  hand  of  faith  fetches  from  his 

iulnefs  is  an  inefttmable  gem,  and  an  eternal  trophy. 

JMy  love  to  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 

fincerity  and  truth ;   by  all  means  the  Lord  be  with 

thy  fpirit. 

W.  H.  5. 5. 
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LETTER  XVll. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


VSLOVBD   FRIEND,     AND    COMPANION   IN 
TRIBULATION, 

Crace^  mercy ,  and  feace^  frcm  God  the  Fatbir^ 
and  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  the  Saviour. 

t  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  of  — — — ,  and 
glad  I  am  chat  you  are  recovered  from  your  late  in- 
difpofition ;  for>  had  the  Lord  been  pleafed  to  lay 
you  afide>  the  Philiftines  would  have  fhouted^  but 
poor  Zion  would  have  iufFered  a  great  lois;  the 
bond  children  would  have  rejoiced^  but  the  children 
of  God  would  have  mourned ;  the  proud  would  have 
been  happy^  but  the  children  of  the  kingdom  would 
have  been  afflicted.  But  bleflfed  be  God,  that  doeth 
all  things  well,  efpecially  in  that  he  has  condeicend* 
cd  to  reftore  you  again  to  his  beloved  ones. 

As  I  faid  before,  I  received  your  kind  letter,  £br 
which  I  would  return  you  my  warmeft  thanks  i  it 
lays  me  under  great  obligations  to  you,  but  I  hope 
you  will  cxcufe  my  not  dcfccnding  to  particulars  at 
this  timcj  for  want  of  room;   fuffice  it  to  fay,  it 

G  4  gives 
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gives  mc  Tome  confolacion  to  find  that  I  fee  in  fome 
meafure  eye  to  eye  with  you.  I  found  fatisfadion 
where  you  are  fpealdng  from  the  145th  Pfalm>  that 
the  faints  are  privileged  to  fpcak  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  talk  of  the  power>  and  to  make  known  to  the  fons 
of  men  his  mighty  z&s,  Sic.  I  was  juft  at  this  time 
thinking  that  I  was  a  bold,  daring,  prefumptuous 
wretch ;  I  was  taking  a  view  of  what  had  pafied  in 

a  lace  journey  to  S (which  1  ihall  relate  to  you), 

with  what  boldnefs  I  fpa^f^e  thercj  but,  as  I  new 
thought,  impudence;  and,  being  dark  \n  my  foul> 
as  I  faid  before,  I  concluded  that  I  was  a  dar- 
ing, bold  rebel  for  thus  doing:  but  thefe  words 
gave  mc  to  fee  that  a  private  bcHcver  is  privileged 
to  fpeak  of  (iich  things }  and,  as  I  had  not  attempt- 
ed to  fpcak  from  a  text,  which  I  never  found  my&If 
capable  of,  therefore  I  could  not  charge  myielf  with 
running  as  a  preacher  unfent  of  God  s  and  it  is  my 
continual  prayer  that  I  never  may„  ibr  whenever  I 
look  into  myfelf  the  point  is  fettled  at  once.  I  have 
often  wiihed  in  my  mind  that  thefe  things  had  never 
come  out,  for  I  have  feen  the  people  fometimes  at 

G as  if  they  were  looking  and  expcfting  a 

bleffing  through  me  as  an  inflrument,  and  even 
fome  of  them  waiting  for  it  with  anxious  defirc,  and. 
I  myielf  dark,  dead,  lifclefs,  and  diftrefled ;  but  I 
have  comforted  myfelf  in  this,  that  the  Lord  had 
not  called  me  to  preach  to  them,  nor  had  I  ever 
myfelf  given  them  room  to  think  fo  -,  therefore  I 
have  thought  with  myfelf  I  would  fit  (till  and  fay 

»         nothing, 
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oothingy  and  would  watch  ^  fo  when  we  have  comQ 

together^  I  have  more  than  once  obfervedj  that  wc 

have  all  been  filent  for  a  leafon^  as  if  there  had  beea 

nobody  in  the  room  -,  this  has  made  me  very  uneafy 

and  troubled  in  ipirit  concerning  it.    What !  thought 

I> ,  wont  none  of  you  fpeak  i  and  have  been  pettilb 

in  my  mind  at  it.     What  I  (hall  I  fpeak»  and  have 

got  nothing  on  my  mind  ?  Nqj  thought  I^  I  wont  $ 

for  the  Lord  has  not  called  me  to  fpeak,  and  there 

is  enough  of  ^thofe  that  have  done  that  already,  that 

have  faid,  and  the.  Lord  never  faid  by  them,  and  it 

may  therefore  be  a  fnare  of  Satan,  that  I  may  be 

puffed  up  with  my  flefhly  mind,  and  fo  at  laft  fall 

into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil  s  for  I  fometimes 

(eel  pride  like  a  mountain  of  brafs :  befides,  thought 

7,  I  have,  in  times  that  are  pa(t,  not  been  able  to 

anfwer  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  againft  m^ 

for  (peaking  already,  for  upon  trial  I  could  not  re« 

member  what  I  had  been  faying.     I  have  reafbned 

with  myfelf  thus :  perhaps  I  had  been  fpeakiAg  liesa 

or  leading  the  children  of  God  into  error,  or  bring-* 

ing  forth  ibme  new  doflrine  or  fome  delufion,  and 

diat  the  whole  of  it  arofe  from  nothing  elfe  but 

my  own  vanity.      O  I    think  I,   how  (hocking  is 

this,  if  it  is  true !  and  judging,  from  my  own  weak- 

ne(s,  it  might  be  poQible,  and  with  thefe  things  I 

have  been  quite   confounded,    and  have  wifhed  I 

never  had  known  them,  but  had  remained  a  private 

Chriftian,  in  a  comer,  all  the  days  of  my  life ;  and 

ftaveb^gcd  of  the  Lord,  foonerthan  riiis  (hould 
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be  the  cafe,  that  he  would  ftop  my  mouth,  and  not 
fufier  me  to  go  on  contrary  to  his  will  s  and  this  I 
have  done  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  Ibul,  and  have 
gone  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  people  never  to  expedb  any 
thing  from  me,  but  fome  of  them  have  contradifted 
me  (0  my  face ;  yet  for  all  this  fome  word  has  come 
acrofs  that  has  fired  my  foul,  that  zeal  for  God  has 
taken  place,  I  have  had  liberty  of  fpeech,  all  the 
jdarknefi  has  fled  (nay,  even  forgotten  for  the  time) 
as  if  it  had  nev^r  been,  and  nothing  has  been 
thought  on  but  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  welfare 
of  God's  dpar  children  i  and  when  this  has  been 
over,  I  have  foun^  myfelf  gradually  finking  into  my 
pld  ftate  again ;  but  this  is,  po  doubt,  for  wife  and 
good  ends,  though  it  is  uncomfortable  beyond  de- 
fcriptipn.  Thcfc  things  convince  me  alfo  of  the 
truth  of  your  obfcrvation,  that  falvation,  and  the 
fniniftry  of  it,  ^re  not  of  him  that  willeth,  or  of  him 
that  runnicth ;  it  is  not  of  bloody  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  flefh^  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  GocJ. 

J  have  begged  of  God  lately  (betimes),  that  if 
he  had  dcfigned  mp  for  ufefulnefi,  even  as  a  private 
l^lieyer,  tljat  Ije  would  fulfil  hjs  blcflfed  promife  in 
Ifaiah  Ui.  12  j  that  he  woqld  not  fulfer  me  to  go 
out  with  hafte,  nor  go  by  flight  \  but  that  he  would 
(if  this  was  his  ble|Ied  wil))  go  bi^fore  me,  and  that 
he  would  be  riiy  rcrew^rd.  I  will  (God  willing) 
tell  you,  my  beloved  friend,  how.  he  was  pleafed, 

lafcly,  tp  anfwcr  this  prayer,   in  the  joy  of  fom? 

people's 
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people's  hearts,  and  my  own  alfo^  aad  I  hope  U 
iK^ill  be  a  joy  to  you. 

S  ,  as  I  told  you  in  a  former  letter,  was 

the  place  where  the  Lord  firft  appeared  the  health 
of  my  countenance  and  my  God ;  it  is  a  place  where 
there  is  a  deal  of  profeffion,  there  is  what  they  call 
the  gofpel  preached  both  in  the  church  and  in  the 
chapel,  and,  to  take  it  in  tlie  outlide  view  of  it,  it 
appears  a  garden  inclofed  indeed ;  but  I  firmly  be* 
lieve  that  a  deal  of  the  profeflion  (lands  in  the 
endcing  words  of  man's  wifdom,  and  not  in  de- 
monft radon  of  the  fpirit  and  of  power.  The  laflr 
time  but  one  that  I  was  there,  the  people  that  ufed 
to  be  ib  kind  and  fo  glad  to  fee  me,  looked  very  fhily 
^t  me,  (b  Biv  that  I  (bund  I  muft  go  no  more 
there ;  and  that  becaufe  I  had  embraced  (what  they 
term)  your  tenets,  which  they  are  induftrioufly  taught 
to  think  are  deftrudtive  to  the  church.  It  was  a 
fteeplefied  gendeman  in  that  place  that  firll  acquaint* 
ed  me  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Humiiigfon,  and  how 
he  had  difturbed  die  litde  hills  of  Zion  by  his  dan- 
gerous dodrine  and  bad  fpirit ;  and  I  think  he  told 
me  that  he  had  broke  fome  paftor  or  paftors 
hearts  i  fb,  by  this  means,  I  was  prejudiced  againft 
you  (as  I  believe  many  are,  at  this  time,  by  the  fame 
inftrument),  before  I  had  ever  known  you,  or  ktti 
any  of  your  writings  $  and  I  was  thankful  for  the  cau- 
tion, till  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  open  my  eyes : 
fifft^  by  your  Kingdom  of  Heaven  taken  by  Prayer 
providentially  iallin^  into  my  hands,  and  reading  part 
7  of 
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of  it  before  I  knew  the  author ;  but,  finding  (bme« 
thing  that  fitted,  and  fuited,  and  being  attended  with 
an  undton,  I  naturally  looked  to  fee  who  was  the 
author ;  and  who  (hould  it  be^  but  the  very  man 
ibat  I  had  been  {(>  cautioned  againft  i  (6  die  fcales  fell 
off  thy  eyesj  and  I  prefently  knew  who  was,  on  the 
Lord's  fide. 

This  gendeman  has  1:)een,  and  is  at  this  time, 
¥cry  indullrious  to  prejudice  people's  minds  againft 
both  you  and  your  books ;  I  heard  him  iay  myfdC 
that  by  your  not  making  the  law  a  rule  of  life,  you 
everturned  nineteen  parts  oat  of  twenty  of  the  fcrip- 
tores.  This  man*s  tongue  has  been  the  occafion  of 
Mr.  B— 's  (ending  him  two  letters.  And  fo, 
what  with  the  cool  treatment  of  fome  of  the  people^ 

and  thcfc  letters  (for  if  I  went  to  S ,  I  muft  go 

to  the  boufe  where  he  wasj  and  in  confideration  of 
my  own  inability  to  contend  with  him),  I  concluded 
I  would  not  go  at  all,  at  leaft  for  the  prefcnc  But 
lately^  a  kinfman  of  my  wife's  came  down  from 
London,  who,  I  hope  and  truft,  is  a  Chriftian,  and 
Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that  he  is  forking  at  his 
trade  at  S  ■  ,  and  has  been  very  bufy  in  circu- 
lating your  books  (by  which  means  fome  of  their 
eyes  are  open),  which  has  given  the  alarm  to  the 
people  in  the  Sand  Bankj  a  caution  is  given  to 
them,  and  an  injunftion  is  laid  upon  them,  to  (hun 
both  the  books  and  the  propagators  of  them,  for 
they  have  been  tried  by  their  judgment,  and 
been  laid  in  the  balance  of  their  pride,  and  arc 
3  found 
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'found  vvanting ;  dierefore  with  fuch  an  one,  no,  not 
Co  eat. 

In  this  ftate  of  thirds,  the  young  man  fent  for 
me  ieveral  times  to  come  over ;  but  my  anfwer  was, 
that  I  could  not  fee  my  way  dear,  but  I  would 
come  over  as  loon  as  I  could  conceive  it  was  the 
Lord's  will ;  for  I  know  if  the  Lord  is  not  in  i^ 
nothing  good  can  be  done.  This  word  I  fent  to 
him  from  G ,  the  fabbath-day  before  I  re- 
ceived your  kind  letter;  and  on  the  Tuefday  follow- 
ing I  went  over ;  for  when  I  got  home  from  G  -, 
on  the  Monday  morning,  diere  had  been  a  meffiige 

from  S ,  acquainting  me  that  this  young  man 

had  (uddcnly  dropt  down  as  dead  in  the  chamber 
where  he  worked,  and  that  m^  wife's  brother,  which 
this  young  man  was  working  with,  was  alfo  fo  ill 
that  they  did  not  expeffc  his  recovery;   and  this 

circumftance  brought  me  over  to  S .    When  I 

came  there,  I  found  the  young  man  perfcftiy  re- 
covered, and  he  and  myielf  went  out  in  the  evening 
to  a  perfon's  houfe  where  fix  or  feven  of  us  were 
together,  but  moftof  them  prejudiced  againft  you 
and  your  wridngs ;  however  1  had  not  been  long 
before  I  found  fuch  liberty  in  fpeaking,  that  I  was 
aftonifhed  at  myfclf ;  and  what  I  enforced  I  fck  with 
fiich  power  in  my  own  foul,  that  I  could  hirve  faid 
(as  John  Bunyan  did,  if  k  had  been  lawful),  I  was 
more  than  fure  that  what  I  advanced  was  truth; 
and  the  chief  of  my  drift  lay  in  enforcing  the  nccef- 
fity  of  the  power  of  godlinels  to  be  known  and  felt 

by 
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i)y  each  Individaal  for  himfelf ;   dnd  hdw  that  uiS 
£tith  of  profeflbrs  of  religion  ftands  only  in  the 
wifdom  of  men  i   and  that  the  poor  weaklings  of' 
Chrift's  dock  get  entangled  by  thefe  minifters  of 
Satan  transforming  themfelves  as  the  minifters  of 
righteoufnefs^  and  by  what  means  the  Lord  fome- 
timcs  takes  to  bring  them  out,  &c.  &c*    I  think 
I  never  felt  fuch  power  in  my  life;  I  had  it  with 
fuch  clear  evidence  to  myfelf  that  what  I  advanced 
was  the  truth,  and  fuch  love  and  zeal  I  found  for 
the  honour  and  glory  of  Godj  that  I  cannot  exprefs. 
One  of  the  perlbns  laid  before  them  all,   with  a 
bright  and  cheerful  countenance,  how  glad  (he  was 
that  I  was  come  s  flie  faid  ihe  had  been  longing  and 
praying  for  me  to  come  over,  and  I  really  thought, 
whilft  I  was  Ipeaking,  there  was  fomething  for  her  as 
well  as  myfelf;  the  young  man  felt  the  power  allpr 
and  declared  he  was  refreihed  by  the  coming  of 
Titus.    And  this  made  way  for  a  meeting  the  next 
night  at  a  private  perfon's  houfe,  though  it  was  the 
night  they  met  at  the  chapel. 

I  flept  there  that  night,  and  the  next  day  I  took  an 
opportunity  to  go  to  one  perfon  that  I  heard  fecredy 
read  your  books,  and  had  been  comforted  by  them. 
It  was  a  clergyman's  widow,  who  was  very  glad  to 
fee  me  j  (he  told  me  (he  thought  when  (he  came  to 

S how  happy  (he  Ihould  be,  having  the  gofpcl 

preached  (as  (he  thought)  both  in  church  and  chapel, 
but  (he  faid  (he  could  not  find  any  comfort  at  either 
place ;   but,  fays  (he,  I  have  lately  got  a  book  or 

two 
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two  of  Mr.  Huntington's,  in  reading  of  which  my 
foul  has  been  comforted  and  refreihed.  She  had 
hecn  reading  of  them  in  private,  and  told  me  flic 
was  lately  found  out,  and  had  been  chid  for  it. 
She  faid  (he  aikcd  the  lady  that  took  upon  her  to 
chide  her,  if  ihe  ever  had  read  any  of  his  works  ? 
O  !  no;  (ays  (he,  never:  for  he  is  a  man  of  fuch- 
a  bad  (pirit,  and  his  writings  of  a  dangerous  tenden* 
cy.  However,  by  this  it  got  vent,  and  (he  foon 
had  the  minifter  of  the  church,  ^nd  al(b  the  two 
deacons  of  the  chapel^  to  admonifh  her  for  this  raOi 
attempt;  and  they  muft  look  much  (harper  than 
they  do,  if  they  keep  her  much  longer  under  their 

veil 

Night  came,  and  fome  how  this  poor  woman,  by 
the  dircftion  of  Providence,  found  us  out,  though  I 
did  not  tell  her  of  our  intended  meeting.    But  I  waa 
very  dark  in  my  own  foul,  and  very  far  from  being 
as  I  was  the  night  before;  I  felt  myfdf  a  very  poor 
creature,  and  not  able,  according  to  my  feelings, 
to  fpeak  -any  thing ;    but  go  I  muft,  for  that  was 
fettled.    AncJ  this,  I  faw  afterwards,  was  to  let  me 
know  that  thfc  excellency  of  the  power  was  of  God, 
an4  not  of  me,  a  poor  earthen  velTel :  for  when  we 
^vc  over,  I  was  very  much  furprifcd,  indeed,  to 
hear  one  fay.  You  was  fent  on.  purpofe  for  me ;  an- 
other faid.  You  was  fent  on  purpofe  for  me ;    and 
another,  for  himj.  and  one  declared  that  (he  had 
been  a  profe(ror  thirteen  years,  but  never  had  fuch 

a  night  as  that,     I  might  well  be  furprifcd :    might 

not 
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act  t>  think  y6Vi  ?  I  really  was ;  and^  to  tell  7011 
the  truth  (166king  at  myfelf ),  I  had  hard  work  to 
believe  it>  yet  I  dare  not  fay  it  was  not  true. 

The  next  day  I  fet  off  home,  and  when  I  had  got 
Without  fide  of  the  town,  my  good  Lord  was  plealcd 
Co  fhine  into  my  foul,  and  to  give  me,  in  (bme  mea- 
fure>  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  himfelf,  in  the 
fiice  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  underftood  by  this  that  I 
had  been  doing  the  Lord's  will^  and  aftonifhed  I  was 
to  think  of  the  goodnefs  of  our  God,  that,  thoi^ 
there  were  two  eloquent  minifters  in  the  town>  yet 
Azt  he  (hould  ftoop  and  condefcend  to  blels  and 
comfort  the  hearts  of  his  people  by  iuch  a  weak  and 
contemptible  mean  as  myfelf.  May  the  Lord  be 
eternally  praiied.    Amen. 

This  vifit,  I  think,  has  laid  the  foundation  for 
£>me  of  them  to  feparate  themfelves  from  thoie 
that  "  glory  in  appearance,  and  not  in  heart;*' 
and  to  aflemble  themfelves  together  at  fiated  pe« 
riods  i  but  where  it  will  end  i  know  not  After  I 
got  home,  finding  my  heart  knit  to  them  in  lovet 
and  confidering  that  fome  of  them  would  have  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  to  go  through,  I  have  fent 
them  a  long  letter. 

I  have  not  room  to  give  you  an  account  of  the 
converfation  that  the  young  man  and  I  had  with 
the  church  minifler,  which  I  think  was  for  two 
hours  or  more.  Neither  fhould  I  have  troubled 
you  with  fo  many  particulars  as  I  have>  had  it  not 
been  to  difcover  the  amazing  means  the  Lord 
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tifed  to  bring  it  about,  his  condcfcenfion  when  there, 
and  his  goodnefs  in  vifiring  of  mc  the  greateft  part 
of  the  way  home,  and  bedmes  for  three  or  four 
days  after.  He  fiilfilled  his  word,  he  went  before 
me,  and  alfo  wais  my  rereward ;  he  alfo  was  a  wall 
of  fire  round  about  us,  and  the  glory  in  the  midfl 
of  us ;  and,  as  1  faid  before,  fo  now  fay  I  again, 
may  the  Lord  be  eternally  praifed.     Amen. 

I  hope  fending  this  fo  quick  will  not  hinder  you 
from  writing  to  my  other  letters  as  you  intended, 
Dcithfr  to  this  fo  £bon  as  you  (haH  have  opportunity. 
And  may  the  X^ord  blefs  and  prolper  you  in  foul. 
Amen. 

Pleafe  to  give  my  love  to  your  fpoufe,  and  to  our 

dearly  beloved  friend  Mr.  O— i ,  and  all  that 

love  our  Jjord  Je&s  Chrift  in  fincerity  and  truth. 
Our  friends  defire  their  love  to  you,  and  eipecially 
my  wife.  I  hope  I  ihall  hear  firom  you  again  the 
firft  convenient  opportunity.  I  earneftly  beg  of  you 
to  b^  of  God,  that  be  will  lead  and  guide  me  by 
a  fight  way,  for  I  find  tpyfelf  ftrangely  entangled  at 
times,  indeed;  nay,  overwhelmed  fom^dmes,  that 
I  do  <v>t  Know  where  I  am. 

J  (ball  write  no  more  at  prefent,  but  fubfcribe  my** 
felf  ypur  loving  and  affedionatc  brother  in  tribula- 
wn,  and  in  the  Jcingdom  and  patience  of  Jefua 
CJirift. 

A.  R. 


Vol.  II.  -  H  letter 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


To  Mr.  A R 


Blefi  the  Lardt  O  mj>  Jbult  aid  forget  not  aUlns 
btnefits.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul',  and  aU 
that  is  within  me  blefs  bis  holy  name. 

My  boafting  before  Titus  is  found  a  truth,  God 
hath  conHrmed  the  word  of  his  fervant^  and  per- 
formed the  counfel  of  his  meflenger.  Zion  hath 
one  to  lead  her  among  the  fons  which  Ihe  hath 
brought  forth ;  one  is  raifed  up  to  take  her  by  the 
hand  among  the  fbns  that  (he  hath  brought  up. 
Thou  art  my  brother,  be  thou  the  father  of  thou- 
fands  and  of  millions,  and  may  thy  feed  poflefs  the 
gates  of  their  enemies.  Children  are  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  Lord  ^  the  fruit  of  Zion's  womb  are 
his  reward ;  be  (hall  bend  Judah  for  himfelf^  and 
fill  his  bow  with  Ephraim ;  and  thofe  that  handle 
the  bow  (hall  go  to  Tarfus,  Pul,  apd  Lud,  to 
Tubal  and  Javan,  and  their  bow  fhall  not  return 
empty :  blefled  is  the  man  that  )iath  his  quiver  fuQ 
of  chcm.    Go  on,  the  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  man 

of 
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of  vaIour>  mighty  in  thy  Saviour's  might;  and 
thou  (halt  deliver  Ifrael.  Stand  like  an  iron  pillar, 
or  a  brazen  wall ;  hold  no  conference  with  fle(h  and 
bloodj  nor  with  carnal  reafon  and  unbelief.  Set 
your  face  like  a  flint,  and  go  through  ditch  with  it ; 
difcharge  the  whole  counfel  of  heaven,  and  back  it 
with  fblemn  appeals  to  God  and  confcience.  Know 
no  man  after  the  flelh ;  fet  off  without  the  camp> 
and  aik  who  is  on  the  Lord's  fide  ?  and  this  will 
diicover  thofe  who  are  enfnared  in  holes,  and  thofe 
who  make  lies  their  refuge,  and  bring  fuch  to  a  con* 
dufion  who  halt  between  two  opinions..  Make  full 
proof  of  thy  miniflry,  by  enforcing  and  infifting  upon 
the  application  and  experience  of  it,  for  that  is  the 
power  of  it,  and  is  the  love  of  the  truth,  and  truth 
in  the  love  of  it  i  and  this  will  produce  a  twofold 
favour,  a  favour  of  death  unto  death  in  the  fcofFer 
and  railer,  and  a  favour  of  life  unto  life  in  the  hum- 
ble penitent.  Set  forth  the  balances  of  the  fandu- 
ary,  and  God  will  weigh  both  the  fpirits  and  the 
aftions  of  men  before  thee ;  the  wooden  and  earthen 
vefTels  will  kick  the  beam,  when  thole  of  gold  and 
of  filver  will  drop  with  a  weight  of  glory  into  thine 
heart,  and  thou  wilt  live  and  die  with  them.  The 
reproach,  fcandal,  hatred,  and  malice,  that  I  have 
met  with,  did,  in  former  years,  difcourage  me  not 
a  little  i  but  now  it  hath  but  little  weight.  Succefs 
in  the  miniflry,  and  accefs  to  my  God,  makes  the 
yoke  eafy  and  the  burden  lijght ;  knowing,  in  my 
own  confcience,  that  the  light,  power,  and  prcfencc 

H2  of 


(     160     ) 

of  Chrift  wiA  mt,  hath  been  the  procuring  eatift  of 
k  from  firft  to  laft ;  and  what  is  it  all,  when  com- 
pared to  the  intolerable  burden  of  unpardoned  guilt 
and  vindiftive  Wrath  ?  No  more  than  a  feather. 
Should  the  fame  fuccels  attend  thy  labours,  thoti 
i^ilt  fare  no  better;  the  power  of  God  and  the  of- 
fence of  the  crofs  are  infeparable ;  when  the  fbrmef 
fails,  the  latter  ceafes.  A  minifter  by  whom  Satan 
fuftaihs  ho  lois,  is  a  minifter  againft  whom  he  wffl 
r'aife  no  forces ;  but  if  the  Lord  works  with  thee, 
Satan  will  work  againft  thee.  Go  forth  with  your 
ten  thoufand,  and  he  will  come  againft  thee  with 
twenty  thoufandj  however,  fend  no  embafty,  nor 
defire  conditions  of  peace,  for  he  is  the  enemy  of 
Michael,  and  of  all  the  works  of  heaven.  Thou 
art  informed,  by  ah  infallible  pen,  that  the  law 
worketh  wrath  s  and  fure  none  under  heaven  have 
appeared  fo  implacable  and  unmerciful  to  me  as 
thofe  who  are  continually  contending  fOr  that  rule ; 
neither  a  good  confcience,  nor  a  healthy  coun- 
tenance; neither  the  teftimony  of  truth,  nor  the 
approbation  of  heaven ;  heither  the  fcah .  of  your 
miniftry,  nor  the  vifible  figns  of  the  empire  of 
grace,  can  ftand  acquitted  before  their  envy.  The 
goingj  forth  of  the  divine  power  of  the  goQ)eI  takes 
them,  by  day  and  by  night  it  palTcs  over,  and  is  a 
vexation  only  to  undcrftand  the  report;  this  ever 
will  be  the  cafe  of  thofe  whofe  bed  of  carnal  eafe  is 
too  fliort  to  ftrctch  themfelvcs  on,  and  their  fig- 
ieaved  drefs  too  narrow  to  wrap  themfclves  in.    The 
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^pfpel  is  4  riddle  (o  thofe  who  tiurn  afidc  to  vaift 
jangling.  Th^  wrath  of  Gpd  revealed  in  the  law  is 
the  fpirit  of  bpndagCj  an(l  the  love  of  God  ihe4 
abroad  in  the  heart  i$  perie^  liberty — Mount  Zipa 
never  gendered  the  former^  nor  did  Mount  3in4 
ever  produce  the  latter,  God  minifters  not  the  Spi* 
rit  by  the  works  of  the  law^  but  by  the  hearing  of 
&itb.  Pray  for  them>  and  pity  them  $  for  the  old 
vail  is  upon  their  hearts,  and  they  know  not  what 
they  do.  Spend  no  breath,  no  time,  in  vindicating 
me  or  my  charaden  I  know  my  dear  Matter,  and 
he  knows  his  poor  fervant,  and  will  difcpver,  one 
day  or  other,  who  are  his,  and  who  not.  He  hath 
siade  me  manifeft  in  the  confciences  of  the  worft  of 
my  enemies,  by  making  me  the  favour  of  death  unto 
death  to  thenu  Contend  thou  for  the  truth  that  he 
enables  thee  to  fee,  and  for  the  power  that  thou  ha(^ 
fdtmtiiY  own  heart,  and  for  the  myftery  of  faith  iti 
a  pure  conjCcience,  and  for  the  end  of  the  lifo-giving 
jcoiBmandment,  which  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart, 
^  good  confoience,  wd  of  faith  unfeigned. 

If  tbpp  follow  after  and  enforce  thefe  things,  which 
are  i^ijDgs  that  accompany  falvatipn,  thou  (halt  be  a 
good  minifter  of  Jefus  f  hrijft,  a  workman  that  need- 
leth  not  to  l>e  aibamed  i  for  this  is  doing  the  work  of 
an  eyiingdift;»  There  pociay  be  ten  thouiand  inftruc- 
tors>  b^t  tihere  are  not  ma^y  fathers ;  for  fuch,  and 
fijply  |Uch>  ^re  honoured  with,t;he  title  of  Others,  and 
!ivi{h  the  honour  of  begetting  poor  finners  to  ^  life  of 

■ 

in  Jeius  Q)p9^  i  and  none  but  thefe  are  in  the 
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bonds  of  the  gofpel  Miniftcrs  of  the  letter  may 
kill,  or  adminifter  death,  and  that  is  all ;  for  the  fpi- 
rit  of  life  goes  hot  with  the  letter,  but  with  the 
powerful  promife  of  life ;  nor  is  it  communicated 
by  a  bond  child,  but  by  the  heirs  of  promife.  It 
goes  from  faith  to  faith ;  I  believed,  therefore  have 
I  fpokcn;  we  believe,  and  therefore  fpeak.  None 
but  believers  have  life  in  them,  the  unbeliever  is 
condemned  already,  and  he  may  communicate  that 
fentence,  but  he  cannot  communicate  life,  for  he 
never  had  it.  But  will  God  ftill  choofe  the  foolifb, 
the  weak,  and  the  bafe  things  of  the  world,  to  con- 
found the  wife,  the  ftrong,  and  the  honourable  ?  Am 
I  to  have  another  fcUow-fcrvant  after  mine  own 
heart,  one  out  of  whom  the  Lord  will  (hine,  and  by 
whom  the  Lord  will  fpeak  ?  Will  he  make  thee  a 
tabernacle  for  his  Sun,  which  is  as  a  bridegroom 
coming  out  of  his  chamber,  and  rejoicing  as  a  ftrong 
man  to  run  a  race  ?  O  !  that  thy  line  may  go  out 
into  all  the  earth,  and  thy  words  to  the  world's  end, 
fo  that  nothing  may  be  hid  from  the  light  thereofc 
Day  unto  day  uttereth  fpeech — let  the  children  of 
the  day  fpeak  to  each  other.  Night  unto  night 
Iheweth  knowledge — a  blind  guide  that  leads  the 
children  of  the  night,  makes  the  children  of  light 
Ihine  the  brighter.  As  God  changes  thy  frame,  fo 
change  thou  in  thy  miniftry.  If  bound,  defcribe  le- 
gal bondage  and  the  workings  of  it  5  if  free,  enforce 
liberty  i  if  harafled  with  inbred  corruption,  fhew  the 
plague  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  promife  that 
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God  hath  made  to  them  that  feel  it;  if  in  darknefsj 
defcribc  it,  and.  the  ncceflity  of  divine  illumination; 
if  weak,  treat  of  human  frailty ;    if  ftrong,  enforce 
the  Spirit's  might ;  if  ffirred  up  and  fired  with  zeal, 
found  an  alarm  in  the  holy  mountain;    if  joyful, 
charm  never  fo  wifely.     In  this  way  thy  word  and 
thy  fpirit,  thy  heart  and  tongue,  will  go  all  together; 
a  gift  is  as  a  precious  ftme  in  tbt  eyes  of  him  that  bath 
it  J  wbitberjoever  it  tumetb,  it  froj^eth.     Of  this  be 
furc,    the  more  fuccefs  thou  haft  in  God's  work, 
the  more  violent  will  thine  oppofidon  be.    If  Satan 
fuffers  any  lofs  by  thee,  he  will  lay  about  him  with 
all  his  might.    If  God  honours  thee,  thou  wilt  be 
loaded  with  all  manner  of  reproach ;  and  as  thy  fame 
fpreads  thy  troubles  will  increafe,  in  order  to  coun- 
terbalance popular  applaufc,  and  to  keep  thy  ipirit 
humble.     Vifions  of  the  third  heaven,  and  the  buf- 
feungs  of  Satan,  will  appear  a  ftrange  contraft,  but 
very  needful ;   for  the  paflbvcr  lamb  and  the  bitter 
herbs  muft  be  eaten  together,  or  elfc  pride  would 
overfct  us.  The  grcatcft  enemies  thou  wilt  ever  find 
in  this  world,  are  men  of  gifts,  who  are  deftitute  of 
the  grace  of  God ;  legal  preachers  under  the  curie  of 
the  law,  and  at  the  fame  time  appear  with  the  word 
gojpel  in  their  mouth ;   and  thofe  profeflfors  who  arc 
ftiff  in  the  form  of  godlinefs,  but  ftrangcrs  to  the  * 
power  thereof:  none  fo  far  Srom  the  bond  of  the  co- 
venant, none  fo  far  from  the  bond  of  all  perfcftion, 
as  thefe :  they  love  the  world  and  the  things  of  the 
world,  and  will  pity  and  fympathize  with  hypocrites; 
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bot  ht  that  is  begotten  of  God»  and  he  that  bigets^ 
they  cannot  love ;  I  am  a  living  witneis  of  this  truth. 
But  let  none  of  thefe  things  move  diee  to  defill 
from  the  good  work  to  which  thou  art  called  and  ap- 
pointed ;  open  thy  mouth  wherever  an  opportunity 
fhall  offer,  and  the  more  you  fcatter,  the  more  you 
Ihall  increafe ;  and  as  you  water,  you  fhall  be  water- 
ed aifo  yourfelf.  It  hath  long  fince  been  revealed  td 
me  that  thou  art  ordained  to  this  good  work,  and  in 
fbme  future  period  this  fhall  be  revealed  to  thee. 
Believe  in  the  Lord  thy  God,  fb  fhalt  thou  profper^ 
believe  his  fervant,  fo  fhalt  thou  be  eftabltfhed. 
And  fhould  I  hear  of  thy  profperlty,  and  that  thou 
quitteft  thyfelf  like  a  man,  I  will  not  fay  that  I  will 
not  come  and  vifit  thee  this  flimmer,  Ihould  God 
dire6l  my  way  to  you.  My  love  to  all  that  tevc 
Him,    Ever  thine  in  Chrift. 


Yours,  &c. 


W,  H.  S.  S, 


LETTER 
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LETTER   XIX. 


T^  the  Rev,  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MT  DiAlt  SIR, 

Do  you  foppofe  that  I  have  forgotten  you  ?  SfiWr, 
1  am  furCf  can  never  be  the  cafe,  if  it  was  only  for 
what  I  can  get  from  you.  I  received  your  laft  6- 
vour  in  due  time,  though  I  have  been  fo  long  be« 
fore  I  acknowledged  it*  Sometimes  I  am  dedining 
ibmewhere,  I  know  not  where.  I  get  into  a  lad 
labyrinth,  hedged  up  in  a  wildemefs^  where  I  can 
hear  nothing,  fee  nothing,  but  mope  about,  and 
grope  like  the  blind  for  the  wall,  and  have  no  power 
to  write,  to  think,  nor  ib  much  as  to  pray ;  there  is 
nothing  difmal  in  this  work],  or  in  the  world  to 
com^  but  what  I  fear  will  come  upon  me,  and 
then  conclude  if  I  did  belong  to  the  Lord  it  could 
no^  nor  would  not  be  fo ;  then  agam  fome  unex- 
pefted  relief  fuch  as  litde  indulgence  in  prayer, 
when  I  can  pour  out  my  complaints,  and  refleft  oa 
my  bafenefs  and  awful  rebellion ;  I  be^n  to  think 
how  abominably  vile  I  have  a£ted,  and  how  merci<» 
fill  the  Lord  has  been  i  and  ought  not  I  to  bear  all 

this. 
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this>  and  much  more>  (rotn  him,  without  murmur- 
ing and  repining,  and  let  his  Sovereign  Majefty  do 
with  me  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight  ?  I  am  fen- 
fible  that  I  have  no  claim  upon  him  i  I  have  for- 
feited his  favour,  and  that  for  evermore,  if  he  was 
to  deal  with  me  according  to  his  juftice.  I  am 
tempted,  at  times,  to  nibble  at  his  fovereignty ;  but 
the  fcriptures  prefendy  fliut  my  mouth.  What 
aftoniihcs  me  as  much  as  any  thing,  is  the  unexpefbed 
enlargement  I  find  fometimes  in  the  pulpit,  and 
that  when  I  have  been  the  whole  day  in  fetters,  and 
not  a  word  opening  in  the  Bible ;  this,  at  dmcs^ 
meekens  and  melts  my  heart  much,  but  I  am  fure 
to  have  it  that  nights  for  the  devil  has  kept  me 
awake  the  greatefl  part  of  the  night,  and  harafles  me 
in  a  dreadful  manner,  and  if  I  fall  afleep  he  terrifies 
me  with  dreams,  fb  that  I  really  have  fometimes 
been  tempted  to  let  him  alone  for  fear  of  him ;  but 
the  next  time  the  Lord  gives  me  power,  I  have  at 
hirfi  as  bad  as  ever. 

I  can  fee  your  laft  clear  enough,  and  I  think  I^ 
can  fee  your  defign  in  writing  it;  which  was,  to  let 
me  know  that  I  am  not  to  expect  that  the  old  man 
will  cither  be  killed  or  mended.  I  believe  that 
he  is  incurable,  and  I  think  the  devil  dwells  in  him ; 
and,  I  am  fure,  I  hate'  them  both  with  a  perfeft 
hatred,  yet  I  have  their  company  day  and  night; 
but  it  is  forely  againft  my  will.  Your  cafe  and 
mine,  Sir,  differ  widely — "  perfcft  love,"  you  (ay, 
«  has  caft  out  the  fear  of  death,  and  keeps  it  out.*' 

This 
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This  I  believe  with  rclpcd  to  you,  and  can  fee  it 
clear  enough  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  but  it 
is  not  fo  with  me ;  if  I  had  but  this,  I  fhould  fear 
nothing.  I  long  for  another  epiftle;  for,  under 
God,  thefe  are  the  means  that  bring  me  along,  if  I 
am  coming  along  at  all. 


God  blels  you,  &c. 


J.  J- 


LETTER  XX. 


To  die  Rev.  Mr.  J« 


It  is  true,  my  dear  friend,  I  did  think  that  I  was 
out  of  light  and  out  of  mind  i  or,  at  leaft,  the  lame 
devil  that  told  you  that  I  fhould  write  to  you  no 
more,  bore  the  fame  lying  tefHmony  at  Paddington. 
God  knows  how  foreiy  I  long  after  you  in  the  bowels 
of  Chrift,  and  how  thankful  I  am  for  every  viQtatioti 
of  God  to  you.  I  have  long  indulged  this  confidence^ 
that  the  Lord  hath  a  great  work  for  you  to  do,  and 
he  is  fitting  thee  for  it.  The  knowledge  of  (in  and 
the  laW|  of  felf  and  of  Chrift,  of  hypocrites  and  of 

faints^ 
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fimts>  of  profcffion  and  poflcffiofif  is  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary  to  every  one  that  is  a  workman,  who  does 
the  work  of  an  evangeM,  and  who  rightly  divides 
the  word  of  truth,  and  makes  a  difference  between 
the  clean  and  unclean,  the  vile  and  the  precious.  I 
know  the  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  art  holpen  with 
a  little  help  $  hope  works  againft  dcfpair,  and  coun- 
terbalances it,  and  we  are  faved  by  hope.  Faith 
has  got  a  faft  hold  of  him ;  this  is  plain,  by  the  vio- 
lence ufed  by  fin  and  Satan  againft  it  -,  neither  of 
which  can  make  &ith  relinquiih  her  hold ;  fhe  will 
overcome  the  woild  by  the  Spirit's  afliftance,  and  by 
the  help  fhe  brings  from  the  Saviour  i  who  will  ever 
honour  faith,  becaufe  faith  always  honours  him,  and 
excludes  all  boafting  from  the  creature,  by  leading 
the  finner  to  reft  aione  in  the  finiflied  work  of  our 
great  Deliverer.  Againft  this  reliance  alone  on 
Jefus  proud  nature  argues  and  brings  forth  her 
firong  reafons ;  at  this  fhe  fpurns,  rebels,  and  op- 
pofcs  hcrfclf,  till  her  ftrcngth  is  exhaufted,  and  the 
jlbul  is  bewildered,  confounded,  and  befooJkd,  info- 
much  that  the  finner  becomes  a  myftery  and  a  rid* 
dk  to  himfel^  and  knows  nothing  as  he  ought  €9 
know ;  and  when  this  clay  is  taught  to  lay  paiBve 
in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  it  is  moulded  into  m^ 
other  vcflcl,  as  it  iecmeth  good  to  die  potw  to 
nake  it. 

I  WDfrdcr  tiot  jat  thy  unexpected  enlargement  ia 
the  pulpit  i  for  when  we  enter  upon  this  work  fdf* 
debafed,  we  are  fure  to  ht  ocahed ;   when  inany 

filent 
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fiknt  groans^  tears,  and  pediions,  have  beeo  poured 
out  in  fecret,  wc  arc  rewarded  openly ;  when  wc  ap- 
pear  felf-emptied,  his  fulneis  is  fuiEcicnt^  and  we 
find  that  our  fuificlency  is  of  God  i  in  our  wcakneis 
his  (Irength  is  made  perfefb ;  and  when  wc  appear 
dumb  men,  In  whole  mouth;  are  no  reproo^^  then 
it  is-^^<  fon  of  man,  when  I  want  thee  to  fpeak  I 
^  will  open  thy  mouth  ;"--^a  door  of  utterance  is 
given,  the  Spirit  of  our  heavenly  Father  fpeaketh  ia 
us,  and  we  ourfelves  are  aftomihed,  both  at  the 
matter,  the  manner,  the  fluaicy,  and  the  fortitude. 
When  we  have  been  thus  indulged,  and  we  leave 
off  full  of  power  and  energy,  then  we  expeft  to  cut 
a  greater  figure  the  next  time ;  and,  in  this  con^ 
fidence,  we  are  minded  to  go  unto  them  s  and  if  we 
are  furnifhed  with  a  text,  and  fome  tolerable  views 
into  it,  this  heightens  our  zeal,  braces  and  ecjuips 
us,  and  at  it  we  go,  full  of  ielf^  fclf-dependance, 
and  felf-fufficiency.  In  the  firft  prayer  we  find  that 
we  are  more  mighty  in  felf  than  we  arc  in  word  j 
and  though  the  text  and  the  heads  be  given  out  with 
fome  degree  of  boldnefi,  yet  when  we  come  to  ex- 
plain them,  that  lock  of  hair  wherein  our  great 
ftrength  lay  is  cut  off,  we  (hake  ourfelves,  but  it  is 
nothing  but  a  fham  or  a  banter,  and  the  Phiiiftines 
themfelves  can  fee  it.  Our  heads  of  diicourfe  are 
half  loft,  for  Satan  has  ftole  two  parts  out  of  three 
of  that  which  we  committed  to  memory.  Soon 
after  wC'  lofe  fight  of  the  text,    and  then  every 

thbg 


(     "o     ) 

thing  that  prcfents  itfelf  flies  away  from  us ;  and 
in  hunting  after  thefe  views  we  lofe  ourfelves,  and 
then,  like  the  hireling,  we  earneftly  look  for  the 
ihadow,  not  to  get  the  reward  of  our  work,  fi>r 
that  is  only  fhame  and  confufion  of  ffice ;  and  this 
fends  us  home  as  abalhed  and  felf  abafed  as  we  went 
out  in  the  morning ;  and  we  are  more  fit  for  the 
work  when  the  batde  is  over,  than  when  we  began 
die  attack ;  for  I  often  think  that  the  fecond  dif- 
courfe  is  a  preparation  for  the  third,  or  an  emptying 
us»  in  order  to  another  fupply. 

I  long  much  to  fee  you.  You  fee  the  hand  of 
God  againft  his  and  your  enemies,  and  you  know 
who  maketh  us  to  difier.  God  blefs  thee ;  write 
fooni  ever  thine. 


W*  H.  S.  S. 

Paddington. 


Z.ETTER 
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LETTER  XXI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  AM  juft  come  home  from  Mr.  M ,  with 

whom  I  dined  yefterday,  and  heard  your  letter  read, 
and  from  that  I  ventured  to  publifli  you  lad  night  ac 

M 5  but  now  having  received  yours,  I  am 

quite  confirmed  and  fatisfied.  Great  are  the  expec- 
tations in  town  and  country  of  your  coming,  and  glad 
they  will  be  to  be  informed  of  it.  I  hope  the  coun- 
try air  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  you  after  your  late 
iUneis,  to  brace  up  your  body,  and  that  your  minif- 
try,'  under  God,  will  brace  and  gird  up  the  minds 
of  many. 

My  foul  rejoices  to  hear  how  you  have  been  en- 
abled to  prevail  with  God  on  the  behalf  of  that  poor 
finncr ;  how  good  the  Lord  is  1  O !  how  Sataa 
deals  with  us  poor  mortals !  firft  gets  us  to  fin  againft 
God,  hardens  our  heart,  and  blinds  our  eyes,  and 
we  endeavour  to  hide  our  tranlgreflions  in  our 
bofom,  and  yet  hope  in  a  God  all  mercy ;  but  when 
God  cuts  the  cable  of  that  anchor,  down  we  go,  and 
then  Satan  knows  it  is  his  time  to  belabour  us  -,  and 
we  rightly  dcfcrvc  it  for  giving  heed  to  the  father  of 

lies. 


(    "a    ) 

lies»    O !  how  we  have  followed  his  lying  vanities^ 
and  fprfaken  our  own  mercies !    O  !  what  long  fuf- 
fering  has  the  Almighty  Ihewn^  towards  me  eipeci- 
ally>  the  vileft  of  the  vile.    I  have  feared  often  that 
the  devil  would  kill  me^  if  I  did  not  kill  myfelf  ;  but 
I  have  found  him  a  liar  more  than  once*    The  Lord 
would  fend  that  fcripture  often  to  my  mind>  .and 
though  it  was  but  a-  condidonal  one,  yet  it  greatly 
fiipported  me ;    ^'  Whojo  cmfeffeth  md  farfak^b  bis 
•*  fms^  Jhall  find  mercy**    I  know  he  has  he^rd  me ; 
but  yet  I  am  a  myflery^  I  cannot  underitand  myfelf. 
If  I  receive  a  litde  lift»  I  think  foon  after  that  I  link 
fewer  than  ever,    I .  never  had  fuch  fcafons  in  my 
life  as  I  have  had  of  late»  and  that  was  through  a 
few  lines  in  your  letter.    I  never  had  fo  much  inelt* 
ing  and  fhame  on  my  knees  befbrej  fo  much  en« 
]argement»  arid  fuch  a  profule  flow  in  the  pni]pit» 
as  I  had  all  day  laft  fabbath ;   I  almoll:  thought  my 
fetters  were  gone,  and  fo  did  the  people;   but  I  am 
now,  I  thinks  darker  and  more  fhut  up  than  ever^ 
and  of  courfe  more  rebidlious  and  flubbom.    O ! 
when  fhaU  I  be  able  to  maftcr  unbelief^  rebellion, 
and  Satan !    would  to  God  I  was  delivered  from 
them,  and  that  I  could  but  fee  their  deflruAion  i   I 
would  then  rejoice  more  thaa  all  the  conquerors  in 
this  world  ever  did.     God  Almighty  blefs  y6u,  and 
prefcrve  you  long  for  our  fake,  is  the  fincere  wilh 
and  praver  of  your  moft  obliged  friend, 

J-  J- 

LETTER 
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,    LETTER  XXII. 


To  the  Rey.  Mr*  J 


'I 


<*  The  path  of  my  fon  Ihine^  more  and  more;  he 
goes  from  ftrength  to  ftrength  ;  he  mikes  ftraigKt 
^chs  ^r  Iris  feet,  nothing  lame  appears  to  be  turned 
but  of  thfc  way;  the  Lord's  vjay  begms  to  he  made 
Tmhwnto  hm^  which  is  ins/avirig  health  among  aUna^ 

iwfSm  'I 

*  Sattin's  threatenings  to  kill  my  fon,  is  a  little  like 
Golidth^  defiancfe  of  David;  he  (houted  viftory  upori 
the  brink  of  ruin,  and  Satan  threatens  in  the  bcUy  of 
heM}  \>\it  th^  Cafltain  of  our  falvation  hasdeftrpycd 
him  thit  had  the- power  of  death  by  dea,th,  and  tri- 
umphed bver  him  tn  it,  and  has  led  captivity  cap- 
tive; and  by  an  infinite  fatisfaAron  redeemed  ^9 
from  the  hand  of  the  terrible,  and  by  an  ornnipoteno 
power  has,  and  will,  wound  that  infernal  head  over 
divers  countries.  Ol  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords!  ride ^ forth,  and  ride  profperoufly,  becaufeof 
truth,  meeknefs,  and  righteoufneis, '  which  are  ti 
mudi  wanted  in  the  earth.  a     .  i 

t  No,  no;   thou. doll  not  fink  lower  than. before r 
but  every  time  that  the  glorious  "Alitor  wididraw^ 
Vol.  II.  I  thf/e 
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theji  vffiiatms  whkb  fr^irvi  9ur  J^ritSt  and  winch 
are  attended  with  enlargeooen^  fweebefs,  and  g^ 
nous  light;  which>  when  withdrawn^  make  the 
flocks  in  our  appithcnfion  more  galling^  the  worm^i^ 
wood  and  gall  more  bitter,  and  the  dark  regions 
more  difmaL  Thefe  glorious  changes  are  not  to 
link  us  lowerj  but  to  raile  us  lnghcr«~but  the  woo« 
derfiil  difference  of  the  climate  make  our  frnjationa 
the  keener,  ^hkh  makes  the  capltoe  mli  ba/im  ibat 
be  may  he  bofed,  and  tbai  bi  JheuJd  fici^emtbe  fit, 
mJ  bis  bread  faiL 

The  laft  labbath,  my  Ion,  was  a  good  day  i  ie 
was  ahnoft  one  of  tbe  days  oftbe  Son  of  man.  Thcic 
eamefts,  foretaftes,  and  fweet  morlels,  Iharpen  the 
appedtc>  and  make  us  pant  for  die  living  God,  lik$ 
the  hart  for  the  water  brook.  A  few  more  of  tbe& 
changes,  and  then  the  door  of  hope  will  fly  opeo^ 
the  prifoner  will  go  fortb^  and  be  tbai  Jits  in  darkn^ 
vriU  Jhew  bimfelfi  and  then  every  buddbg  hope  and 
czpe&ation,  every  longing  defire,  every  ipiritiial 
thought,  fidth,  hope,  heart,  and  afieAions,  will  all 
be  admitted  to  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies,  and 
even  to  die  right  hand  of  God,  where  Chrift  fittcthj 
thy  heart  and  thy  treafure  will  be  both  together,  and 
you  may  fetch  them  back  &g|fiin  if  you  can*  Too 
have  acknowledged  me  in  par^  and  you  will  in 
feture  acknowledge  me  in  this  alfo,  and  even  to 
the  end  $  for  thou  wilt  never  get  out  of  my  fighff 
out  of  my  depth,  nor  out  of  my  track,  go  where 
thou  wilt, 

it 
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It  is  thefe  things,  my  fon>  that  make  a  minlfter, 
and  they  make  a  itiinifler  a  workman  that  needs  not 
to  be  afliamed ;  thou  wilt  preach  the  things  that 
thou  haft  feen  and  felt,  and  not  be  like  the  falfe 
prophets  who  fpeak  a  vijion  out  of  their  own  hearts^ 
when  they  have  feen  nothing.  Jer.  xxiii.  1 6.  Ezek* 
adii.  3.  Thou  wilt  fhine  in  thy  Matter's  rays,  burn 
in  his  love7  ftand  in  his  ftrength>  perfonate  his  ma- 
J^^y  and  (peak  a  vifion  out  of  his  mouth  {  thou 
wilt  not  depend  on  the  barren  prop  of  a  treacherous 
memory  for  matter,  but  on  the  Fountain  of  life, 
and  the  fpringing  well  within,  will  furniih  thee  bet- 
ter than  ten  thoufand  volumes  of  the  ancient  fathers. 
The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words,  as  gold  pu* 
rified  leven  dmes ;  and  when  thefe  flow  with  power 
from  the  howl  to  the  golden  pipe,  ever^  branch  in 
the  candleflick  will  fhare  in  the  light  and  hea^  which 
keeps  the  virgins  with  their  loins  girt  and  their 
lamps  burning  i  bleiled  is  fuch  an  ambaflador,  and 
bleiled  is  that  hiU  of  Zion  that  has  fuch  a  watch- 
man upon  its  walls  i  for  he  cannot  hold  his  peace, 
he  muft  preach  by  day  and  pray  by  night 

Satan,  rebellion,  and  unbelief  are  already  mattered 
and  deftroyed.  Satan,  the  prince  of  this  world,  is  both 
caft  down  and  cait  out  i  and  our  old  man,  with  all  his 
members,  is  trucified  with  Chrift ;  nor  mutt  my  fbn 
czped  to  get  rid  of  all  the  old  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  fome  muft  be  left  to  prove  IfraeL  When  we 
are  clothed  upon  with  our  houfe  that  is  from  above, 
then  this  laying  Ihall  be  brought  to  pals  that  is  writ- 
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ten ;   and  there  Jhall  be  no  more  the  Canaaniie  in  the 
boufe  of  the  Lord  of  hojls.  Zech.  xiv,  ii.     Further- 
more, thefc  are  left  to  keep  us  from  confidence  in 
the  ficdi,  and  from  trufting  in  bur  own  hearts ;  to 
keep  us  looking  to  Jcfus ;    to  exercifc  us  and  our 
grace  as  foldiers ;   to  make  us  watch  i   to  furnifii  us 
with, errands  and  petitions  to  the  throne  of  grace; 
to  make  us  loath  felf,   and  deny  it;    to  make  us 
long  to  be  unclothed  \  to  remind  us  of  our  pad  foIJy» 
and  to  humble  us  under  it ;  to  teach  us  that  this  is 
not  our  reftj  to  make  us  cleave  clofe  to  Chrift,  and 
to  depend  upon  him  for  frelh  fupplies ;  to  Ihew  us 
the  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  momentary  fupport 
from  him ;  to  (hew  the  power  of  grace  over  corrup- 
tiorl ;  to  give  Satan  an  opportunity  of  filling  up  his 
meafure,  by  refifting  the  will  of  God,  and  harafling 
the  objefts  of  his  choice.     Moreover,  the  difference 
between  the  two  covenants  is  wonderfully  feen  here- 
in, and  the  different  foundations,  the  Rock  and  the 
fand.      Adam  could  not  Hand  on  the  footing  of 
works,  when  there  was  no  Canaanite  in  Eden,  nor 
corruption  in  his  heart  j  but  we  ftand  firm  upon  the. 
bafes  of  grace,  encompafled  with  a  legion  of  foes 
"without,  and  poifeflcd  by  a  million  of  corruptions 
within.     And  in  this  is  wonderfully  difplayed  the 
riches  of  God's  grace;   for  it  is  here  that  his  grace 
IS  fcen  to  be  fufficicnt  for  us,   and  herein  is  his 
ftrength  made  pcrfeft  in  weaknefs.     That  Adam 
fhould  ftand  in  jeopardy  when  in  a.ftate  of  innocence, 
and  we  be  made  to  ftand  and  mojl  gladly  to  rejoice  in 
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vur  infirmitiesy  is  a  wonderful  myftcry ;  and  it  may 
truly  be  faid  of  Jacob  and  of  Ifrae),  What  bath  God 
^m-ought?  Numb.icxiii,  23.  Why  he  has  wrought 
iby  as  that  there  /V  no  incbanPwent  -againjl  Jacoby  nor 
divination  againft  Ifraely  notwithftanding  all  the  ac- 
cruiatioris^  temptations^  Hery  dartSj  and  terrors  of 
Satan;  the  devils  are  ftUl  fubjeSi  to  us  through  bis 
name  \  and  we  fhallj  by  and  by,  put  our  feet  upon 
the  necks  of  thefe  lord^  ttiat  have  ibrmerly  had  do* 
xninion  over  ys. 

Be  diligent,  ftruggle  hard,  continue  inftant  in 
prayer  5  plead  the  atonement,  the  promifcs^  the  in- 
vitations, the  covenant,  and^thc  man  at  God's  right 
hand  made  ftrong  for  hlmfelf;  plead  guilty,  and  pe- 
dtion  for  the  balm  and  the  hyffop  \  give  him  no  reft 
until  he  eftablifli,  and  undl  he  make  thee  a  praife 
and  a  blefllng  in  the  earth.  The  grace  of  pur 
JLord  Tefus'  Chrift  be  with  thee.    Amen. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XXIII. 


To  the  Rev,  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 


11EV«  AND  PEAR  SIE| 

As  I  called  upon  you  when  I  was  finking  in  th9 
horrible  pit^  I  thought  it  but  meet  and  rightj  no^r 
the  Lord  bath  proclaimed  my  enlargement^  to  in- 
form you  of  it ;  and  as  1  am  pcrfuaded  you  love  to 
hear  of  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  power 
and  glory  of  his  kingdom,  I  am  encouraged  to  writ^ 
the  following  account. 

I  was  born  of  di0enting  parents,  who  brought 
me  up  (as  it  is  commonly  called)  in  a  religious  way, 
therefore  I  kept  clofe  to  my  meeting  froo^  my  youth 
up.  When  I  came  to  the  age  of  eighteenj^  I  began 
to  be  very  delirous  of  underllanding  the  doftrines  I 
had  formerly  heard  preached  when  I  was  in  the 
country :  and  being  now  an  apprentice  in  Londonj^ 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  various  preachersj^ 
and  generally  went  to  hear  thofe  that  wer^  called 
found  Calvmiftsy  believing  fuch  to  bj^  the  miniften 
of  Chrift  i  but  I  w^  often  confofed  in  my  judgment 
by  fome  who  were  no?  clcar^^  for  I  jould  fee  no  h^^ 
inony  in  their  doftrines, 

Ahont 
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About  dtfee  years  ago»  bf  the  good  provideooe 
of  God,  I  was  brought  under  you,  where  1  foo& 
got  clear  views  of  the  dodrincs  of  the  go^l:  bus 
I  found  your  preaching  to  be  yery  contrary  to  fleflv 
and  blood;  however^  as  it  was  agreeaUe  to  cKyino 
revdatioHj  I  knew  it  was  ti^t. 

About  this  time  it  pkaTed  God  to  impreis  my^ 
mind  with  a  full  perfuafion  diat  I  muft  be  bora 
agabj  and  that  if  I  died  in  my  prefent  ftate  I  could 
not  be  faved;  this  caufed  m4  to  feek  much  to  God 
in  prayer,  diat  he  wouM  bivig  about  diis  good 
work.  I  was  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  my  natural 
reli^on,  and  made  lenfible  of  my  bfindnefi  and  ig« 
Aoranccj  and  that  all  my  knowledge  of  the  doArines 
of  the  gofpdj  without  the  power,  was  vain,  t 
wifhed  to  be  a  weary  and  heavy  laden  finneri  (6fi 
dien,  1  thought  there  mi^t  be  great  hopes  of  my 
iklvation:  butv»nly  thougjht  that  I  had  not  beed 
wii^ed  enou^  ever  to  be  k»ded  with  guik  and 
bondi^  as  fome  are. 

I  underftood,  by  your  preadiingi  diat  I  muft  paft 
imder  die  rod  before  I  couki  be  brought  mto  the 
bond  of  the  covfcnanti  fix)m  hence  I  expe^ed  to 
have  fome  great  aflKdion  of  body,  and  likewife  to 
fte  myfelf  loftj  and  then  God  woidd  reveal  his  Son 
in  me,  and  all  would  be  well;  and  thus  I  attended 
your  mhuftry  for  a  long  time,  eameftly  b^ggpg  the 
Lord  to  apfdy  his  woid  with  power.  And  when 
you  beld  findi  eocoun^ment  €o  feekiog  fouls,  I 
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found  imyfclf  very  happy,  belie  vifig  that  I  wa3  Ottcj 
but,  alas !  I  wa^  ftill  a  draiiger  to  the  rebellion  of 
my  nature,  nor  pould  I  belieye  that  I  was  fueh  ai) 
coemy  to  God  as  you  iJcclared  wg  all  were,  until 
4bout  the  mpnth  pf  April  }a{i:,  when  it  pleafed  Go4 
to  begin  a  deep  work  on  my  foul.  J^t  firft  I  wa^ 
ftized  with  a  difma}  glooniinsfs  pf  mind  ^1  ^j 
.longi  and  at  night  with  ff^rfulnels  and  tremblings 
inlbmuch  that  it  was  often  threie  or  four  hour$  before 
I  could  get  my  f yes  tq  (leiep  tfter  |  went  tq  be^ 
The  Lord  beg4n  to  make  manifeil  th^  thoughts  of 
my  heart,  and  to  fet  njy  fcprct  (;ns  in  prdv  before 
mc. 

I  had  not  i}^en  Ipng  ip  this  ft^te  befqre  a  man, 
who  had  formerly  made  4  profeflion  of  religion  foe 
many  years,  came  into  the  room  where  I  was  at 
work,  and  he  was  in  madnef$  and  black  defpair. 
Seeing  fuch  an  awfid  fight  added  not  ^  litt^  to  my 
heavy  a^dlion :  ..the  chrcitcnings  and  curfes  in  the 
Bible  began  to  wound  me  deeply,  and  my  fin  tq 
appear  exceeding  finful.  Having  Mr.  Romaine's 
Life  of  Faith  by  me  at  that  time,  I  frequently  read 
iti  one  part  of  which  in  particular  cut  tpe  to  the 
quick,  where .  he  mentions  many  charafters  who 
Ixave  no  feith,*  and  amongft.  the.  reft  he  brings  in 
*^  the  fornDal  profefTor,  with  gofpel  notions  in  hi$. 
^  head,  but  no  grace  jn  his  heart.;'!  and  fays  it  is  a 
dangerous  ilate,  and  confirms  it  by  this  paflage,  for 
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kdp  (f  the  truiby  there  remains  no  more  Jacrjfice  for 
Jm  \  from  this  I  concluded  I  had  been  guilty  of  th9 
great  tranfgrejjion. 

One  Monday  evening,  about  that  time,  you  was 
faking  of  ^iritual,  and  likewife  of  formal,  prayer, 
and  you  iaid  a  perfon  might  take  a  form  of  prayer 
and  read  it  by  one  who  was  given  up  to  black  de* 
fpdr,  but  it  would  be  of  no  ufe;  for,  faid  you, 
there  is  a  Jin  unto  deaths  and  no  prayer  will  do 
fi>r  that.  Thefe  words  (a  Jin  unto  death)  ftruck  me 
with  fijch  horror,  th^  I  went  out  q(  the  chapel 
ihaking  like  a  leaf* 

On  the  Thurfday  mprning  following,  befbre  I 
was  up,  I  really  thought  I  was  in  hell »  all  was  bl^ck 
defpair  i  I  kept  crying  out,  Is  there  no  hope  ?  Is 
tiiere  no  hope  ?  Something  within  anfwered  as  faft. 
No  J  no  hope,  no.  How  long  I  lay  in  that  fit  I 
cannot  tell  %  but  in  the  courfe  of  my  trouble  I  had 
fi)ur  or  five  more  fuch,  but  none  fo  b(id  as  the  6rft. 
Indeed  I  believe  that  thefe  were  the  fnares  of  death 
and  the  pains  of  hell,  and  I  thep  believed  that  I  was 
irierved  in  blacknefs  of  darknefs  unto  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day  s  and  Satan  Higgefted,  that  if  ever 
I  went  to  hear  you  again,  the  fentence  of  condem* 
nation  would  be  fo  fealed  home  upon  my  confcience^ 
that  I  fhould  immediately  go  diftrafted.  The 
next  morning  I  called  upon  you,  and  you  told  me^ 
'f  that  I  was  in  the  ftrong  hand  of  God,  and  men- 
^5  tioned  •  many  paffagcs  of  fcripture  defcriptive  of 
if  my  ftate,  gnd  fai(j  I  fhpuld  go  deeper  yet,  and 
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^  that  the  Lord  would  bring  me  out  m  hit  own 
^  time/'  which  gave  me  fiune  enooongement  for 
the  prefent ;  but  I  foon  thought  diat  you  was  de* 
oeived  in  me^  for  my  load  of  guik  and  bonds^ 
grew  heavier  than  ever>  and  Satan  began  to  bufiet 
and  accuie  me  in  a  cruel  manner^  and  perfuaded  me 
that  I  had  told  you  many  lies^  and  that  I  could  ex« 
peft  no  blefBng  under  your  miniftry,  infomuch  that 
I  was  afliamed  to  go  into  your  chapel ;  and  when  I 
was  diere,  I  was  m  fuch  terror,  that  I  was  forced 
to  hold  faft  by  the  feats,  left  I  ifaouki  be  driven  out 
diftrafted.  My  body,  aUb,  fometimes  has  been 
worked  up  into  fuch  ftrange  feelings,  as  thou^  it 
would  burft.  I  have  fomedmes  thought  diat  I  war 
dumb,  and  wifhed  the  fermon  to  be  ended,  that  I 
might  try  whether  I  could  (peak  or  not  At  other 
dmes  my  neck  has  appeared  to  be  fo  ftiff  that  I 
could  not  turn  my  head,  and  often  I  felt  as  though 
the  ufe  of  my  limbs  was  taken  away.  Indeed  I 
feared  I  was  endrely  given  up  to  the  devil,  for  J 
eould  receive  nothing  from  your  mouth  but  con* 
demnadon ;  I  iaw  myfelf  to  be  one  of  die  vileft 
wretches  that  ever  crawled  upon  the  earth,  and,  ai 
I  had  lat  under  the  gofpd  fo  long,  I  looked  on  my* 
lelf  fiiUy  ripe  for  ruin  and  deftroftion,  and  funk  Japit 
and  deeper  in  de(pair. 

One  fabbath  morning  I  took  a  walk  i  and  while 
I  was  walking  and  pondering  over  the  fad  ftate  I 
was  in,  never  expeding  to  be  any  better^  I  thought 
I  would  not  go  to  hear  you  any  more^  but  would 
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wander  about  all  the  day^  when  thefe  words  came 
powerfully  to  my  mind,  if  a/y  man  draw  hack,  Hff 
Jmd  JhaU  have  no  pUi^ure  iH  bim ;  what  to  do  I  knew 
not>  for  I  expeded  if  I  went  to  hear  that  I  Ihould 
only  be  made  worfe.  However  I  was  forced  to  goj[ 
and  in  your  fcrmon  you  was  fpeaking  of  the  power 
that  God  difplays  in  holding  all  things  in  eiuftence^ 
and  of  devils  and  damned  fouls  being  kept  in  thdr 
miferyj  while  his  incenfed  juftice,  flafhing  on  them^ 
ftirred  up  the  flames  $  I  had  fuch  a  view  of  their 
itace  th^t  I  was  almofl  diftrafbed;  my  throat  was  ib 
hot  through  the  terrors  I  felt,  that  I  let  oflF  direfUj. 
you  ended  your  fermon  to  get  fome  fmall  beer  to 
cool  it,  but  expeded  foon  to  be  where  I  fbould  not 
be  allowed  a  drop  of  water.  My  friends  ftrove  to 
(romfort  me ;  but  I  was  defperate,  and  would  not 
bcarthca).  However,  in  the  evening,  Icame  to. 
hear  you  again  i  and,  after  wreftling  hard  with  God 
in  prayer  for  his  blefling,  I  heard  you  from  thefe 
iwords  in  Romans,  tk(  SfirU  itjelf  bApetb  our  irfirnd* 
ties,  &c.  Here  you  fpokc  of  the  difference  be- 
tween one  who  w^  given  up  to  the  devil  as  Judat 
was,  and  one  who  was  under  convictions  by  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  and  before  the  fermon  was  ended  L 
loft  all  my  load,  and  went  away  rejoicing  in  hope». 
O !  what  a  change  was  this  1  But  this  lafted  but  a 
ihort  time,  for  on  Monday  evening  you  cut  me 
down  ag^n  i  Tuefday  evenings  at  Monkwell-ftreet^ 
I  got  a  litde  comfort  i  but,  on  Wednefday  evening, 
'4own  I  went  agau^  fprj  uidecd,  the  words  have. 
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come  with  fucli  amazing  power  from  your  mouthy  as 
to  make  my  heart  fink  like  a  (lone.  I  got  no  more 
luch  comfort  again  for  five  or  fix  months,  but 
thought  I  was  given  up  to  hardnefs  of  heart  j  during 
'which  time  my  fleep  was  almoft  taken  from  me^  Co 
that  I  thought  it  pretty'  well  if  I  could  get  one 
iiight*s  reft  out  of  three ;  but  fometimes  I  had  not  a 
minute's  fleep  for  three  nights  and  days  together, 
which  made  my  head  fo  bad,  that  I  thought  I  ihould 
have  loft  my  rationality ;  and  being  by  trade  a  jourr 
lieyman  fhoemakef,  it  was  hard  for  me  to  keep 
my  feat,  and  for  many  months  I  did  not  do  a  day's 
work  in  a  week,  and  for  a  whole  fortnight  none  at 
all ;  but  my  gopd  and  gracious  God  would  not  fuf* 
fcr  me  to  ftarve. 

While  I  was  in  this  ftatc,  one  evening  you  preach-r 
cd  from  thefc  words,  IFe  muft  all  appear  before  the 
judgment  Jeat  of  Cbriji.  O !  what  an  evening  was 
this  to  me !  I  thought  the  Lord  had  fent  you  to 
preach  this  difcourftr,  that  I  might  recejve  my  fcn- 
tence  firft  fi-om  your  mouth  5  and  then  I  expeftc^J 
that  my  foul  would  foon  be  fcparated  from  my  body, 
in  order  to  receive  the  fcntence  from  a  confuming 
lire,  or  an  angry  judge,  which  is  no  lefs.  You  ap- 
peared to  be  the  worft  enemy  I  had  in  this  world, 
becaufe  I  thought  that  your  miniftry  was  made  a 
favour  of  death  unto  death  to  me  j  and  I  thought 
that  every  one  that  looked  at  me  would  be  a  witnefs 
againft  me.  All  the  following  night  I  had  no  reft, 
J>ut  cxpcfted  to  be  cut  ofi^  every  moment;    hell 
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feemed  to  be  open  to  receive  me,  the  terrors  of  my 
raind  was  fo  great,  and  the  enmity  of  my  heart  was 
fo  ftirred  up,  that  1  was  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  full 
of  the.  fury  and  rebuke  of  God,  Ifaiah  li.  20.  And 
the  anger  of  God  was  fo  reflefted  on  me,  that  I 
thought  I  heard  Satan  ru(hing  behind  the  wainicoc 
in  order  to  fcize  tny  foul.  I  generally  had  four 
fuch  nights  as  this  out  of  fcven,  infomuch  that  I 
would  have  given  a  world,  if  I  had  had  it,  for  one 
hour*s  peace,  before  I  funk  into  endlefs  mifery ;  I 
fometimes  tried  to  harden  myfclf  againft  it,  but  the 
more  I  ftrove,  the  worfc  I  was  j  and,  to  add  to  my 
affli£lion,  there  was  a  great  dog  in  a  yard  near  to 
where  I  lodged^  howling  and  jumping  up  in  his 
chains  all  night  long  5  this  was  having  the  law  ient 
home  indeed ;  and  it  was  well  for  me  tliat  my  friends 
were  people  that  feared  God,  for  if  I  had  lived  with 
ibme  folks  I  (hould  have  been  put  into  bedlam. 
My  having  fo  much  terror  brought  my  body  fo  very 
low,  that  I  felt  continually  as  if  I  were  dying  i  and 
I  have  got  out  of  my  bed  five  or  fix  times  in  a 
night  to  make  my  efcape  from  death,  and  have  run 
into  my  brother's  room  (with  whom  I  lodged),  tell- 
ing him  and  my  filler  that  I  knew  I  was  dying,  tiU 
I  wore  out  the  patience  of  all  who  were  about  me ; 
I  have  often  flood  by  their  bed-fide  in  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  damned,  telling  them  thefe  were  the 
happieft  moments  I  fliould  ever  know.  After  going 
on  fome  time  in  this  manner,  they  advifed  me  to 
come  and  fee  you  again.    After  much  pcrfuafion  I 
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confcntcd  j  but  you,  being  very  bufy,  could  not  fee 
me :  I  therefore  thought  God  had  imprefled  it  on 
your  mind  that  I  was  a  reprobate,  and  fo  you  would 
not  fee  me;   and,  though  I  generally  heard  you 
preach  four  or  five  iermons  in  a  week,  I  was  (a 
fwaUowed  up  with  defpair  that  they  were  of  no  ufe 
to  me.    One  day  I  heard  you  fay,  a  man  in  black 
defpair  is  a  hell  upon  earth  $  indeed  I  thought  you 
was  right,  for  if  ever  there  was  a  creature  diat  car- 
ried hell  about  with  him,  I  did ;  my  diftrefs  caufed 
fiich  a  burning  heat  in  my  £ice,  that  I  thought  it 
was  fome  of  the  fire  and  brimftone  already  kindled 
^thin  me :   and  fo  dreadfid  was  my  rebellion,  that 
I  told  my  friends  I  expefted  to  make  an  awful 
tnd;    and  had  fuch  conceptions  of  the  dreadful 
blafphemy  there  was  in  the  bottomlefs  pit,   that 
made  me  cry  to  God,  that  when  I  got  there  he 
would  not  permit  Satan  to  make  me  blafpheme, 
but  wiflied  to  bear  my  punifhment  without  mur« 
muring.     And  as  I  had  no  hope  of  ever  being 
laved,  I  began  to  pray  God  to  give  me  health  and 
ftrength  to  get  my  bread  i  but  could  not  pray  in 
&ith :  for  I  knqw,  as  I  was  fhut  up  in  unbelief^  I 
0iould  run  worfe  into  fin  than  ever  I  did. 

One  night  I  had  fuch  an  awful  view  of  the  ter« 
rible  majefty  of  God,  that  I  felt  as  though  I  were 
lifted  up  in  the  bed,  my  head  feemed  fwelled  as  big 
as  a  large  corn  meafure,  and  I  expefted  to  be  crufli« 
ed  every  moment  like  a  moth ;  at  times  I  have  fek 
as  though  my  head  was  feftened  dowa  to  the  pil- 
low. 
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low.  O  J  what  aa  awful  diftaoce  there  it  betwixt  s 
holy  God  aiiid  fttten  finners  before  they  are  brought 
o^  by  the  precious  Uood  of  Chrift  1  My  friends 
advUcd  me  to  come  once  more  ko  fee  if  I  couU 
have  aa  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  you;  but  I  ob« 
jeded,  fiiyiog  you  could  be  of  no  u&  to  me^  ibr  I 
was  gjrea  up  to  de^r  j  at  this  time  I  coiiU  not 
pny^  and  Ibr  many  days  dared  not  approach  jGod 
even  upon  my  knees  I  if  at  any  time  I  lifped  out  a 
petition,  it  was  when  my  head  was  fmothered  t^  in 
the  bed-dofhesy  and  then  I  cxpe Aed,  as  foon  as  k 
was  out  of  my  moudi,  that  the  fword  of  juftice 
would  cut  me  down*  After  much  perfuafion  I  came 
to  your  houfe,  but  Mrs,  Huntington  told  me  I 
could  not  fee  you>  nor  indeed  did  I  wifli  to  fee  you; 
however  I  plucked  up  my  courage,  and  afked  her, 
n^iether  die  reafim  you  would  not  lee  me  the  laft 
time  I  came,  was  that  you  had  no  hope  of  me  ? 
She  leemed  to  be  in  a  great  agitation,  and  fiundy  an-« 
fwercd.  No ;  but  I  thought  fhe  (aid  (b  left  (he 
ihould  diftrefi  me.  I  aflced  further.  Whether  (he 
ever  knew  one  who  had  no  hope,  and  who  could 
not  pray,  ever  be  delivered  ?  She  replied.  It  was  a 
fad  ftatei  but  told  me  I  muft  look  to  the  Lord,  for 
tiiere  was  no  help  to  be  had  any  where  elfe.  And, 
indeed,  I  could  only  look,  figh,  and  groan,  I  could 
not  pray  nor  cryi  my  heart  was  fo  hard  I  could  not 
filed  a  tear  if  it  would  have  laved  my  foul.  As  I 
thought  you  had  no  hope  ef  me,  when  I  was  at 
chapel  I  was  forced  to  get  where  you  could  not  fee 
6  mcai 
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me,  fearing  fou  would  call  out  t6  tnc,  and^tell  tJM 
I  had  no  bufinefs  there,  for  I  was  a  reprobacd- 
Soon  after  this  I  thought  I  wa^  feized  with  deadly 
and  began  to  talk  to  my  fiftcr  atlout  the  ftate  of  her 
foul,  telling  her  to  fee  that  (he  made  her  <a31lng  and 
ele&ioQ  fure^  to  esiamine  herfelf  whether ;flie  was  in. 
die.  &ith,  &c.  I  told  her  I  expeded  to  be  gone  inf 
i  fhort  time  i  that  I  was  a  fon  of  perdition,  ^  vefkt 
of  wrath  fitted  for  deflru&ion,  and  chat  I  ma&  go 
to  my  own  place,  whereunto  I  was  appointed ;  I 
told  her  fhe  would  remember  me  as  long  as  (he 
lived,  and  no  doubt  it  would  give  great  diftre(s  tor 
her,  but  wi(hed  her  to  be  refigned  to  the  will  of 
God  J  faying,  He  dotb  according  to  bis^d^  iviUm  tht. 
armies  of  beaverty  and  amongft  the  inhabita^tis  pf  the. 
earth ;  and  none  can  flay  his  handy  &c  &c.  I  took' 
my  leave  of  her,  telling  her  (he  would  fefe  vent  no 
more,  but  I  would  run  to  my  brother's,  who]  lived: 
in  the  next  (Ireet,  thinking  to  die  there.  I  began 
to  talk  to  him  after  the  fame  manner,  expcdbing 
every  minute  to  be  my  laft  i  which  made  him  cry- 
mightily  to  God,  in  this  time  of  trouble,  for  me^ 
I  had  not  been  there  long  before  I  grew  bctcerf; 
This  being  Wcdnefday  evening  I  wf  nt.  jto  chj^el, 
but  to  no  purpofe,  my  thoughts  were  fwajlowed  up 
with  the  fears  of  death  and  belli  for  every  time  I, 
went  to  chapel  I  heard  nqching  but  my  condemna* 
tion  over  and  over  again  ^  and  thinking  it  was  great 
prefumption  in  me  to  dare  to  go,  expcding  to  die  > 
while  1  was  there,.  1  xefolvcd  many  times  never  to 
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gp  again ;  and  indeed  I  was  quite  weary  of  my  life, 
and  wifhed  I  could  end  in  annihilation. 

One  night  I  went  into  the  city,  but  durft  not  go 
into  the  meeting ;  I  often  uied  to  walk  round  about 
;^our  chapel  a  long  time  before  I  could  venture  to 
go  in;  and  often  thought  I  would  not  have  gone^ 
had  it  not  been  for  hurting  the  minds  of  my  friends. 
At  lengthy  having  no  hope  of  being  favedj  I  began 
to  contrive  which  would  be  the  belt  way  to  fave  my 
life.— Satan's  advice  was  to  leave  off  hearing,  and 
I  ihould  foon  get  better  and  ftrongerj  and,  when  I 
could  earn  money  enough  to  maintain  myfclf^  then 
to  leave  all  my  profeQlng  friends,  and  go  mto  the 
country:  (b  I  drove  to  put  all  thoughts  of  Riturity 
&r  from  me ;  and,  as  I  could  not  beat  off  the  hopes 
my  friends  had  of  mcj,  by  telling  them  I  knew  I  was 
given  up  to  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  I 
began  to  laugh  and  jeer  at  them,  and  would  laugh 
and  talk  about  any  thing  but  the  (late  of  my  fouL 
Surely  it  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  1  am  not  confumed. 
I  had  not  been  long  in  this  defperate  (late  before  a 
,  man  that  was  ill  in  the  bgufe  died:  this  roufed  my 
ftubbom  foul,  the  fears  of  death  feizcd  me  afreih> 
and  the  wrath  of  God  feemed  more  hot  than  ever 
againftmei  Satan  turned  accufer,  and  I  was  as  it 
were  hanging  over  the  belly  of  hell,  and  yet  I  had 
fomething  that  caught  hold  of  the  Godhead  of  my 
Saviour :  >ind  indeed  this  was  all  I  had  to  hold  me 
up;  my  load  of  guilt  was  ic  great,  and  my  iniqui* 
ties  were  infinite,   that  had  I  not  believed  in  the 
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Godhead  of  Chrift,  I  muft  have  funk  to  all  eter- 
nity. 

Although  at  this  time  my  heavenly  Father  chas- 
tened me  fore  with  the  terrors  of  his  righteous  law, 
'yet  the  blefled  Spirit  often  helped  my  infirmides  at 
a  throne  of  grace,  and  at  this  time  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  he  had  not  done  for  fome  month^^  before ;  and 
now,  all  on  a  fudden,  hope  began  to  fpring  up, 
and  I  had  a  (Irong  faith  in  the  immutability  of  God, 
and  in  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel ;  and,  in  a  few 
weeks,  I  had  light  given  me  to  fee  that  it  was 
God's  work  on  my  foul ;  and  when  you  was  defcrib- 
jng  his  work  from  thefe  words.  Behold  ye,  and  won- 
der i  far  I  will  work  a  work  in  your  days,  (^c. 
among  the  heathen  i  I  could  fee,  as  you  went  on,  the 
way  that  God  had  brought  me ;  though  at  other 
times  I  got  into  the  dark  again,  and  feared  I  ihould 
be  loft  after  all ;  and  thus,  up  and  down,  I  went  on 
till  the  14th  of  February  laft,  which  was  nigh  four 
months  after  I  was  raifed  to'  hope — a  day  much  to 
be  remembered.  It  was  on  the  fabbath-day  mor- 
ning, and  a  fabbath  it  was  to  my  louh  I  awoke 
out  of  fleep  about  fix  o'clock,  and  thinking  of  the 
dubious  ftate  I  was  in,  not  feeing  clearly  my  intercft 
in  Chrift^  I  was  led  out  in  prayer  to  God,  after  the 
fbllowing  manner,  -—  " '  Oh  !  thou  almighty  and 
**  eternal  God,  who  didft  condefcend  to  take  on 
^*  thee  my  nature,  in  order  to  redeem  loft,  perifh- 
-**  ing  finners !  I  pray  thee  that  thou  wouldeft  be 
**  pleafcd  to   make   known  thy^  falvation   to   my 
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**  foul  5  that  I  may  be  fatisfied  with  "thy  mercy  5 
^  that  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  may  fing  for  joy  1 
*'  and  that  this  may  be  a.fabbath  of  reft  to  my 
**  foul,  &c."  I  had  not  been  at  prayer  long  befort 
thefe  words  came  powerfully  into  my  mind,  the  Jet 
time  tofarvour  Zion  is  fully  come.  I  wift  not  that  the 
vifion  was  fo  nigh  ;  but  I  had  fuch  longing  deiires 
after  Chrift,  which  nothing  but  Chrift*s  coming 
himfelf  could/atisfy,  and  I  began  to  pray  wich  fuch 
iervour  and  faith,  that  I  told  the  Lord  I  knew  he 
would  anfwep  me;  my  heart  began  to  melr,  the 
tears  ran  down  my  face  like  rain,  and  I  had  fuch  a 
view  of  Chrift  crucified  for  me,  that  my  heart  felt 
as  though  it  wou]^  burft  wich  grief:  I  kept  crying 
out.  What  I  didft  thou  die  for  me  ?  Didft*  thou 
bleed  for  me  ?  Oh !  make  me  love  thee !  Make 
me  honour  thee !  Never  let  me,  never  let  me,  fin 
againft  thee  again,  &c.  The  fight  of  my  dying 
Savioui'  made  me  weep  fo  loud,  as  to  wake  two 
people  out  of  their  fleep  who  were  in  the  next  room« 
When  I  had  been  weeping  over  and  Wefling  my 
dear  Saviour  about  five  minutes,  I  was  filled  with 
fuch  amazing  love,  joy,  and  peace,  in  believing, 
which  made  me  break  out  into  finging  or  fhouting, 
as  loud  and  as  faft  as  I  could,  ia  thefe  words : 

Thou  dear  Redeemer,  dying  Lamb, 
I'll  iing  thy  praife  to  harps  of  gold, 
Becaufe  thou  ihed'ft  thy  blood  for  me. 
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Thefe  worcts  I  (houced  over  and  orer  near  twentf 
times ;  my  feul  was  fo  filled  with  the  glory  of  hea- 
ven, diat  my  poor  body  felt  as  though  it  would  b6 
fluttered  to  pieces.  This  was  Ibme  of  the  g9od  old 
wim  of  rik  kmgdom,  which  mait  mc  forget  mf  fovert^ 
md  remimher  my  mjery  w  mom.  What  an  almighty 
power  operated  on  my  feid  as  loon  as  my  Saviour 
came  I  I  knew  it  was  that  God  that  made  heaven 
and  earth  j  and  when  I  faw  him>  by  &ith,  bleeding 
IB  my  nature  for  me>  his  condeicenfion  and  love 
feemed  fi>  great,  that  I  could  not  bear  the  light ;. 
indeed  it  broke  my  heart :  and  foon  afbr,  when  I 
begaa  to  rejoice,  I  had  fuch  a  blefled  view  of  him 
in  his  beauty  and  glory,  and  of  |)iat  land  which  is^ 
very  far  off,  riiat  I  ftaU  never  forget* 

When  I  was  in  my  diftrels,  like  David  I  often 
&id  all  men  are  liars  \  but  now  it  is,  Whatfixdl  I 
rnider  to  the  Lor  J  for  all  his  benefits  t  After  the  Lord 
had  raifed  me  to  hope,  1  expe£):ed  (as  I  had  lain  fo> 
long  in  bonds^  to  the  law,  that)  my  deliverance 
would  be  conspicuous,  and  I  thooght  i  could  Aot  be 
fitdsfied  concerning  my  fiate  unleis  it  was  i  and,  I 
blefs  the  Lord  for  it,  fo  it  is  come  to  pa(s>  and  I 
think  Satan  will  not  eafily  baffle  me  out  of  the  re^^ 
ality  of  it. 

I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  excufe  my  intruding  fo" 
long  upon  your  time;  but  I  have  fuch  a  light  of 
what  the  Lord  has  done  for  me,  that  X  could  not 
fielp  mentioning  fome  of  the  particulars  ta  you. 

lam 
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I  am  a  fingk  maiij  in  fhe  22d  year  of  my  i^.    t 
muft  conclude  with  begging  an  intereft  in  your  pray* 
ctB,  diat,  as  I  have  received  Chrift  Jefu$  the  Lord, 
I  outy  fo  walk  m  himj  whilft  I  ttm^ 

Tour's  «ffe£Uoaaeefy^ 

A.  W. 


LETTER  XXIV. 


Tp  Mr.  A.  W- 


-    S€LOV£P  OF  GOD> 

jScme  m  hoarisf  atdjcme  m  brtkgn  ^e$  ^f  tht 
fiipy  md  fo  it  ame  ^  pa/s  that  all  got  Jafe  to  land% 
nor  hadi  this  voyage  been  attended  either  with 
harm  or  lofi.  Good  it  is>  my  fbn^  for  a  man  to 
.  Iicar  the  y^ke  in  his  youth>  as  Jeremiah  did>  whoie 
temembrance  of  the  wormwood  and  gaU  hung  long 
upon  his  memory,  and  humbled  his  ibul  within 
him.  Thou  haft  been  pretty  fharply  handled^  and 
I  am  glad  of  it»  for  it  has  bruiied  and  broken  thy 
Ipirlti  which  vdk!^.  make  it  fore  and  tender  i  and  a 
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(Jaily  crofs,   with  a  little  additional  furnace*  work 
by  the  way,  will  keep  it  foft,  humble,  and  contrite; 
^d  if  armed  with  a  filial  fear,  and  this  fear  ob- 
ferved,  cheriftied,  and  attended  to,  thcfc  will  be  a 
tolerable  fence  againft  the  wiles  of  Satan,  and  will 
make  thpc  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  nibbling  at 
thofe  lafcivious  baits,  with  which  he  plies  thofe  aw- 
ful profcffors  whom  God  hath  given  up  to  work  all 
uncleannefs  with  grecdinefs.     This  fear,  and  a  ten- 
der confcicnce,  always  go  together  j    and  fo  fure  as 
we  fcale  this  fence,  or  break  through  this  hedge, 
the  ferpcnt  will  bite,  and  hardnefs  of  heart  is  fure  to 
follow,  and  it  is  ten  to  one  if  ever  fuch  a  foul  gets 
his  armour  fo  clofe  and  compaft  upon  him  again 
while  he  is  under  the  fun.     Thou  haft  felt  what  an 
evil  and  bitter  thing  fin  is,  and  what  a  fcarfijl  thing 
it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God— and 
thou  haft  had  a  clear  view  of  that  juft  One  in  whom 
God  can  be  propitious,  and  in  whofe  face  thou  haft 
feen  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory, — Let 
fhat  glorious  and  open  vifion  be  ftill  in  view,  let 
thy  mind  be  -ftaid  there,    and  pcrfeft  peace  will 
cnfues  and  while  thou  thus  lookeft  through  that  glais, 
though  but  darkly,  thou  wilt  be  changed  into  the 
fame  image  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord ;  for  we  are  predcllinated  to  be  conformed 
to  that  bleflcd  image,  and  the  tranfporting  views  of 
faith  will  efFcft  it  more  and  more,  nor  will  the  glory 
pf  heaven  itfctf  wholly  efcape  thy  fight. 

O!  what 
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0  !  vhat  condefccnfion,  what  humiliation,  is  thi^ 
in  God,  to  behold  the  things  that  are  done  on  earth  I 
And  will  God,  in  very  deed,  dwell  with  men  ?  Yes: 
though  he  be  high,  yet  hath  he  refpeft  to  the  lowly ; 
for  a  finner  created  anew  in  Chrift  Jcfus  is  the 
mafterpiece  of  divine  workman(hip>  and  from  fuch 
the  King  of  kings  receives  his  greateft  revenue^ 
ibis  people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf   tbey  Jball  Jhew 

forth  my  fraife.  They  fhall  celebrate  the  illuftrious 
pcrfeftions  of  his  nature,  his  counfels  of  old,  which 
are  faithfulnefs  and  truth,  the  wonderous  works  pf 
his  hands,  the  innumerable  folds  of  his  wifdom,  and 
the  glorious  majefty  of  his  kingdom, 

1  blefs  my  God  for  thee,  my  fon,  and  on  thine 
account,  becaufe  the  glorious  work  profpers  in  the 
hand  of  Zion's  King  j  he  fhares  a  portion  with  the 
great,  and  divides  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong;  the 
travail  of  his  foul,  and  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  creep 
forth  from  the  lions  den^  and  from  the  mountains  of  the 
leopards*  By  the  blood  of  the  covenant  the  prifoners 
liiil  go  forth  from  their  cells,  and  thofe  that  fit  in 
darkhefs  Ihew  therofelves,  and  fhine  under  the  (pring 
of  eternal  dayj  and  ere  long  the  remains  of  the  vail 
which  now  too  Aftcn  intervenes  fliall  be  done  away, 
and  we  (hall  know  as  we  are  known  i  and  all  theie 
fed  and  dangerous  allurements,  with  the  wliole  of  this 
grofs  matter  which  is  now  in  view,  (hall  diflblve  and 
vanilh.  and  we  ihall  awake  in  his.likenefs,  and  be 
fatisfied  therewith;  for  be  that  hath  fhewed  us  great 
and  fore  troubles  Jhall  quicken  us  again,  and  bring  us 
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f^  again  from  the  deptbs  of  the  earth;  be  Jhdil  m- 
treafe  our  greatntfs^  and  comfort  us  on  every  fide. 
Then  (hall  wc  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  be  filled  widi  al] 
his  fulnefs. 

But  I  tnuft  counfel  thee  a  littlej  and  tell  thee 
what  will  be£dl  thee^  more  or  lefsj  in  the  courfe  of 
thy  pilgrimage*  Thou  art  now  in  the  banqueting 
houfej  in  perfeft  friendlhip>  arid  in  fweet  union  with 
the  beft  belovedj  and  his  voice  to  us  at  fuch  times 
IS,  Bm^  0  friends  s  drinks  yea,  drink  abund^afyy  O 
kdoved.  This  is  the  language  of  the  heavenly  wooer 
in  the  day  of  eipoolalsj  aiid  in  the  day  of  the  glad- 
neis  of  his  heart  But  look  up,  and  fee;  what  is 
that  which  hangs  over  thy  he^d  i  FBs  fanner  over  me 
is  love.  True  i  but  a  banner  is  a  fign  of  war>  and 
tjie  Sbulamite  is  a  compaty  ef  two  qrrmes  \  time  wtH 
tell  thee  what  that  meaiu.  The  new  wine,  of  whid^ 
thou  fpeakeftj  is  in  general  poiired  forth  plentifully 
on  the  day  of  ei^uftls  i  bu(  the  ^mt  will  come 
when  tb.e  bridegroom  ftiall  be  tal^en  away  from  them, 
and  then  fhall  they  &ft  in  diofe  days,  Yeaj  the 
time  will  come,  when  ye  (hall  defire  to  fee  one  qf 
die  days  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  ye  ihall  not  fee  it: 
Weaning  days  are  terrible  days  to  the  little  heirs  of 
promife,  and  days  of  ablence  and  ipiritual  defcrtioq 
are  no  lefs  difmal  to  a  wife  of  youth ;  but  the  God 
eflfrael,  the  Saviour,  is  verily  a  God  that  hideth 
himielf;  and  when  he  does  {o,  who  then  can  behold 
him  ?  At  theie  times  his  wonders  in  the  land  are  ob- 
fcured,  and  his  commandment  is  hid.  The  hills  of 
8  Judah 
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Judah  flow  neither  wi(h  mnt,  nor  with  milk.  Vn& 
dom  rcfufcs  to  fleep  with  us^  and  even  to  talk  widi 
US;  we  feek  him,  but  he  is  not  to  be  found;  vre 
call  him,  but  he  gives  us  no  anfwer.  Looking  up» 
recoils  with  grief;  and  looking  to  months  paftj  is 
attended  with  aggravadon.  We  have  been  driven^ 
yea,  wooed  and  won  from  all  earthly  enjoymeocs, 
^nd  wholly  abforbed  in  divine  and  heavenly  realities^ 
0nd  now  dead  to  the  one,  and  bereft  of  the  other. 
Put  faith  mud  be  tried.  The  adverfary  lalutes  us 
with  the  old  taunt,  where  is  now  thy  God?  The  old 
man,  which  we  thought  to  be  crucified,  dead,  bury« 
ed,  and  for  ever  gone,  rifes  again  in  a  worfc  ap- 
pearance  than  in  Samuel's  mantle;  for  he  appears 
with  ieven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and. all  his  members 
more  clearly  and  more  diilin£);)y  feen  than  ever  they 
were  before,  and  if  poflit^e  more  delperate,  and  aE 
againft  the  empire  of  grace,  with  Satan  at  the  head 
of  them«^a  true  emblem  of  the  Gog  and  Magog 
^my  encompafling  the  camp  of  the  £iints ;  and  the 
worft  of  all  is,  Jefus  is  not  to  be  found.  But  we 
muft  have  an  engagement  in  the  wildemels,  before 
we  return  in  the  po^er  of  the  Spirit,  in  order  that 
our  fonfhip  may  be  confirmed  in  us,  and  that  we 
may  know,  by  bleilcc}  experience,  that  his  grace  is 
fufficient  for  us.  In  thefe  trying  times  every  bait 
that  can  poffibly  gradfy  flefh.and  blood  will  be  hung 
upon  Satan's  hook,  and  all  our  former  pleafiirable  fins 
will  be  prefentcd  to  view,  and  the  natural  enmity  and 
rebellion  of  the  heart  not  a  little  ilirred  up ;  which,  to 

afoul 
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A  foul  reconciled  to  God,  appears  a  Jirange  thing. 
But  this  is  the  time  for  the  believer  to  quit  himfelf 
like  a  man ;  to  be  conftant  in  prayer,  though  no 
anfwer  be  given  i  to  be  diligent  in  the  raear  s,  though 
nothing  appears  to  be  gained  by  trading;  to  be 
much  in  private,  though  followed  up  by  the  worft 
of  company  j  ftill  to  fcek  him,  though  it  appears  to 
be  labour  in  vain ;  to  read,  although  every  thing 
runs  againft  us ;  and  to  watch  his  hand,  though  we 
lee  not  our  figns,  nor  one  token  for  good.  When 
we  have  laboured  through  this  fiery  trial,  faith  ap- 
pears more  precious  than  gold,  the  way  more  clearly 
caft  up,  and  our  feet  to  ftand  in  a  more  even  place* 
I  now  commit  thee  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  thee  up,  and  to  give 
thee  an  inheritance  among  all  them  that  arc  fanftified, 
by  faith  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  remain,  in  the 
bcft  of  bonds,  your  friend  and  fervant  for  his  fake. 


W.  H,  S.  S. 

Church-ftreet,  Paddington. 
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LETTER  XXV. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


t>£ARLY  BEL<>VED    AND  HONOURED  FATHER  lU 
CHRIST  JESUS, 

As  fuch  I  fliall  ever  cftcem  you;  for  through 
your  inftrumentality  alone  it  is  that  the  Lord. has 
been  pleafed  to  beget  me  to  a  lively  hope  that  I 
Ihall  never  periih,  but  have  everlafting  life,  and  be 
found  to  be  a  member  of  Chrifl's  myftical  body  whea 
time  ihall  be  no  more. 

You  have  long  been  made  manifeft  in  my  heart 
and  confcience  as  a  fervant  of  the  Lord;  and  the 
dodtrines  that  you  preach  as  the  only  true  dodrines 
of  the  gpfpel,  being  thje  very  fame  that  the  apoftlcs 
and  prophets  taught  in  the  days  of  old :  laying  Chrid 
Jefus,  and  him  cruciBedj  as  the  only  foundation 
for  poor  iinners  to  build  all  their  hopes  and  ex« 
pedations  .of  complete  falvation  and  everlafting 
glory  upop«  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the  word 
pf  the  Lord  in  your  mouth  being  truth,  than  I  have 
of  my  pcrfonal  exiftcncc  -,  no  more.  Becaufe  it 
h^th  come  with  power  to  my  heart,  and  by  it  the 
J^rd  bath  effedted  a  moil  wonderful  change, 

^  I  will 
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I  will  now  endeavour^  as  God  Ihall  enable  me, 
to  give  you  fome  little  account  of  tnyfelfs  the 
way  that  I  have  come ;  and  of  the  Lord's  dealings 
with  my  foul. 

Though  the  Lord  has  been  pleafed^  in  a  meafure, 
to  make  darknefs  light  before  me^  and  crooked 
things  ftraighcs  yet  I  am  ftill  a  myftery  and  a 
wonder  to  myfelf.  You  havej  times  without  num- 
berj  pointed  out  my  cafe  and  experiencej  and  told 
me  where  I  am^  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I 
never  could  do  it  myfelf.  There  is  fcarce  a  thought 
diat  ever  pa£M  through  my  mind,  neither  is  there 
a  work  ever  done  by  me  in  fecrec,  but  what  yoa 
have  been  enabled  to  open  outj  and  to  make  mani«« 
feft.  I  have  many  times  ftood  aftomfliedt  that  you 
ftould  have  luch  knowiec^  of  me,  of  my  paft  Itk, 
and  of  the  way  that  I  have  come  :  this  for  a  good 
while  puzzled  me  much  $  but  now^  bleflbd  be  God, 
I  know  that  it  is  be  (and  not  you)  that  fearcheth  the 
heart  and  tries  the  reins  of  the  cluldren  of  men ; 
that  it  is  he  that  fet$  a  man's  fins  in  order  before 
him,  and  lets  him  know  what  are  his  thoughts  s  for, 
upon  examining  the  matter,  I  found  that  you  could 
know  nothing  of  me,  becaufe  I  never  fpoke  to  you 
in  my  life,  neither  did  I  ever  open  my  cafe  and  ftati 
to  any  man  living.  Therefore,  (ays  I,  this  muft  be 
tlic  Lord's  doings,  becaufe  he  declares,  ^  I  the 
"  Lofd  fearch  the  heart  and  try  the  rdins."  And, 
confequcntiy,  the  excellency  of  the  power  muft  be 
alone  of  him,  and  not  of  his  fervanc  But  to  pro- 
ceed 
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cecA— 1  was  bom  in  a  viU^e  caOed.  Lazonhy^  dttf- 
aced  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Eden»  in  the  coijii« 
tfoi  Cumberland>  about  fifteen  miles  from  th6  city 
of  Carlifte,  and  feven  from  the  maiket-town  of  Pen^ 
riib  \  there  I  went  to  fehoo)^  and  continued  undl  I 
was  turned  of  twelve  years  of  age,  when  I  was  put 
apprentice  to  a  linen-draper^  at  Penrith  (Siflbn  and 
Son),  for  four  years  and  an  half;  at  the  expiration 
of  whidi  time  it  pleafed  the  Lord^  in  his  kind  pro- 
videnee,  to  bring  me  to  London,  and  blefled  be  hi» 
name  for  it* 

I  would  here  ftop^  look  back>  and  take  a  view 
of  my  paft  life,  and  afk  myfelf  this  queftion-^Is 
Aere  anything  good  in  it?  No,  nothing  at  all: 
all  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually ;  \t  was  one 
continued  blot,  one  continued  (late  of  rebellion  and 
enmity  againft  the  Mofl  High.  I  may  truly  fay 
with  David,  BebM,  I  was  Jbttpm,  in  miqtdfy,  and  in 
Jin  did  my  mother  eaimve  me :  and  again,  ^e  wick" 
td  are  efiranged  from  ibe  wemh  i  they  g§  aftrt^  as 
Jinm  as  ihey  he  hem,  Jj^fokmg  lies.  I  think,  if  ever  a 
poor  creature  lervcd  the  devil  faithfully,  and  with 
Mk  purpofe  of  heart>  I  was  the  man  i  for  deflnic* 
tton  and  mifery  were  in  all  my  ways,  aad  the  way 
€>f  peace  I  never  knew  i  in  all  manner  of  fin  and 
wickedne&  I  exceeded  moil  of  my  fellows.  The 
Lord  was  pleafed  now  and  then  to^  bring  me  to 
books  i  confcieace  has  oftentimes  made  terrible 
work  withiA,  but  when  he  began  to  lay  about  bim< 
widi  vi(dence,  then  I  would  get  into  the  world',  and 

amongft 
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atnongft  my  old  wicked  companions  again^  in  order 
to  gee  him  filenced.  And  furchcfj  I  would  now 
and  dien  refolvc,  when  matters  gpt  very  bad^  that 
if  the  Lord  wotdd  be  pkafed  to  forgive  me  that 
time>  I  never  would  do  fo  any  more  i  and  in  this 
way  I  have  bound  mylelf  in  fuch  a  manner  at  timesj 
yea  ofcen^  as  is  too  ihocking  to  mention;  and  in 
vowing>  reiblving,  and  driving  againfl:  fin  in  my 
own  ftrength,  I  continued  for  four  yearsj  and  parti- 
cularly againft  one  befetting  fin^  but  all  in  vain :  for> 
as  the  Lord  liveth,  I  never  abode  by  one  refbludon, 
nor  kept  one  vow  that  ever  I  made,  but  broke 
through  diem  all.  The  devil  and  fm  were  both 
ftronger  than  J,  and  I  fbould  have  been  a  (lave  and 
a  drudge  to  them  unto  this  day,  had  not  the  Lord 
been  pleafed,  with  his  right  hand  and  ftretched  out 
arm,  to  get  himfclf  the  vidtory, 

I '  was  brought  up  to  the  church  of  England,  and, 
according  to  the  doctrine  that  I  heard  there  preach^^ 
ed,  I  could  have  no  hope  of  being  faved,  though 
I  thought  the  fault  lay  in  me  and  not  in  the  doc*- 
trine,  which  was  falvacion  by  works ;  them  that 
lived  a  holy,  good,  and  righteous  life,  they  fliodd 
be  faved  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  them  thA  lived  an 
unholy,  evil,  and  unrighteous  life,  they  (hould 
peri(h :  and  this  I  thought  was  certainly  right,  and 
as  it  ihould  be.  My  only  comfort  was  this: — 
Well,*'  fays  I,  •*  I  am  certainly  a  finncr,  and  a 
great  one ;  but  there  are  fome  as  bad,  or  worie^ 
<<  than  I  i  and  God  is  a  merciful  God,  therefore  I 
7  "  ihaU 
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•'  fliall  fare  as  well  as  they."  But,  alas!  when  it 
pleafed  God  to  bring  me  under  your  faithful  and 
honeft  dealing,  this  refuge,  like  all  the  others  that 
I  had^  were  made  manifcft  to  be  only  refuges  of 
lies,  and  they  were  all  prefendy  and  efFe<5);ualIy  fwept 
away. 

When  I  firft  came  to  London,  I  was  at  an  uncle's 
of  mine  in  James's-ftrect,  Covent  -  garden,  for 
about  a  month.  The  firft  Sunday  after  I  came,  he 
took  me  to  Orange-ftreet  Chapel,  to  hear  the  word 
preached :  the  next  Sunday,  another  uncle  took  me 
to  Providence  Chapel  to  hear  you ;  but  my  going 
was  only  to  oblige  my  friends,  for  I  had  not  the  leaft 
intention  of  hearing  to  profit,  having  received  a 
particular  charge,  before  I  came  to  town,  not  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Methodijis-:  though 
this  litde  latitude  was  allowed  me,  viz,  to  go  now  and 
then,  if  afked,  rather  than  give  offence  to  my  re- 
ladons,  who  are  many  of  them  in  that  profeflion. 
I  (hall  not  tell  you  all  that  I  thought  when  I  firft 
heard  you  preach  i  but  nothing  good,  you  may  bb 
fure.  I  underftood  no  more  what  you  faid,  than  if 
you  bad  preached  in  Greek  or  Hebrew ^  and  could 
not  help'ftanding  aftoniihed  at  my  ignorance;  or^ 
to  fay  the  truth,  at  what  I  thought  to  be  your  fool- 
iihneis;  and  yet,  if  I  looked  round  among  the 
people,  I  never  law  fuch  a  congregation  before  i 
for,  inftead  of  looking  about  them,  or  falling  afleep, 
they  appeared  to  be  .all  eyes'  and  ears^  giving  fuch 

particufiir 
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jMtfdcuIar  ttleQdm»  and  taking  fuch  Heed  to  ibf 
ihingi  that  were  Ipoken. 

Tbe  third  dene  i  came  to  hear  you  I  had  a  dcket^ 
intending  to  come  now  and  them  wad^  gbry  be  to 
the  Lord^s  rich  grace  I  he  foon  applied  hii  word 
with  fuch  a  power  to  my  hearty  that  I  tould  not 
ftay  away«  If  I  went  (as  I  often  did)  to  hear  any 
other  preacher^  nny  heart  and  foul  would  be  with  you  i 
though  abfoit  m  body^  yet  prefent  in  Ipirit;  the 
Lord  clearly  fulfilling  this  fcripture  in  my  experience 
jIs  film  as  tbey  bear  of  me,  tb^  Jball  nbey  me:  tie 
frangers  fiattjubmit  tbemfehes  mto  me.  And  thus» 
by  hearing  of  the  word^  he  was  pkafed  to  quicken 
my  dead  foul  to  feeU  and  enlighttn  my  hUnd  eyes 
to  iee>  the  true  fiate  I  was  in.  He  cauled  fiich  an 
earthquake  to  be  experienced  in  my  confciencc^  and 
fuch  a  refiu-redion  among  my  iins>  that  they  were 
all  (from  my  very  childhood)  fet  in  order  before  mei 
many  old  iins»  which  I  thought  were  dead  and  bn- 
riedj  and  would  no  more  appear  againft  me>  fhewed 
thcmfelves>  and  confcience  bore  witnefi  that  they 
were  all  mine.  The  law  I  found  to  be  holy»  and 
to  admit  of  no  failing ;  but  myfelf  unholy»  and  m  a 
terrible  (bte.  I  ufed  to  call  only  outward  a£b  (ins» 
but  now  I  faw  fm  in  the  defires  and  thoughts  of  the 
heart ;  and  all  that  look  for  falvauon  by  the  works 
of  the  law  muil  bring  a  perfedt  and  uninterrupted 
obedience,  not  in  deed  only»  but  in  tbougbi,  word^ 
and  deed  I  becaufe  the  law  allows  of  no  failure :   it 

puts 
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^Uts  the  foul  under  the  curie  and  (entehce  of  death 
for  fhe  kaft  fin  of  omiiDbn  6t  commiflion ;  there^ 
forc>  by  the  deeds  of  this  good  law^  it  is  evident 
that  none  Can  ever  be  juftified.     As  I  had  broken 
every  precept  of  the  moral  law  in  thought^  word;  or 
.deed,  lb  I  believed  that  what  the  Lord  has  threaten- 
ed  tranigreflbrs  with  would  unavoidably  be  executed 
xipon  me ;  and  theft  two  texts  (lood  out  againft  mc^ 
and  were  fadly  m  ijiy  way,  until  it  pleafcd  the  Lord 
to  (hew  me  that  they  were  both  fulfilled  for  me  bv 
Chrift's  death :  CurfeJ  is  every  me  that  continuetb  not 
in  aU  things  written  in  the  kook  of  the  law ;    but  I 
have  broken  every  precept,  therefore  I  am  the  man 
here  fpoken  to,   confequcndy  under  the  curfe  of 
God.    The  other  text  was,  The/oiil  that  Jimuth^  it 
jbaUdie:   well>  I  have  finned,  therefore  I  am  the 
man.    Thefe  are  the  words  of  the  immutable  and 
Unchangeable  God,  therefore  there  can  be  nothing 
but  de^th  eternal  for  me.     Thefe  things  working  in 
my  heart,    alarmed  and  terrified  me  gready.    *  I 
began  to  wi(h  that  I  had  been  in  my  old  dead  date, 
for  then  it  was  better  with  me  than  now.  I  believed 
that  God  could  not  fave  me,  but  that  I  mufl:  perifh 
according  to  his  word.    Thefe  things  caufed  flavifh 
and  fervile  fear  to  work.     Death  and  judgment  tor-» 
inentcd  me,  and  the  fin  and  guilt  upon  Imy  confcience 
I  ibon  found  to  be  a  load  and  burden  too  heavy  for 
me  to  bear.    The  Lord  appeared  to  me  in  his  law, 
as  he  did  to  Bdaam,  widi  his  drawn  fword  in  his 
hand,  as  an  Mgiy  judge^  and  a  coafuming  fire  j  and 
Vol.  U.  t  fo 
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fb  be  would  tt  this  day,  vas  the  dear  Redeesier 
taken  out  of  fighc»  for  he  has  revealed  and  made 
manifeft  no  way  in  which  he  can  be  juft,  and  yet 
the  juftifier  of  the  ungodly,  but  through  his  dear 
Son.  At  this  time  ic  was  that  the  Lord  was  pleafed, 
by  his  Spirit  to  teach  me  to  pray.  I  was  pbliged 
to  throw  away  my  daily  prayers  ofs  Owr  Fatbits 
which  art  in  heaven^  &c.  andt  with  the  poor  publir 
can  in  the  temple,  tp  cry.  Gad  he  'menifid  io  me  4 
jSmerl  and,  with  the  jailor,  fFhat  muft  I  de  t^  he 
Jievei?  and,  with  Peter,  Lordy  Jan)e\  er  I  perifoi 
My  prayers  now  were  fuch  as  thefe,  which  came 
from  a  miferable  heart,  and  I  never  knew  what  it 
was  to  pray  be^re  %  but  now  I  know  that  it  is  one 
thing  to  fay  prayers,  and  it  b  another  thing  to  pray: 
the  one  is  only  the  n>otion  of  the  lips,  the  other 
^rings  from  a  feeling  fenfe  of  want  in  the  heart. 
'  My  old  ways  of  fin  were  now  eSe£hiaUy  hedged 
up  with  thorns,  fo  that  I  could  not  find  my  former 
paths ;  deftruftion  appeared  on  every  fide,  and  no. 
way  of  efcape  for  fome  time ;  but  at  laft  it  pleafed 
the  Lord,  in  this  vall^  of  jicbcr^  to  epen  unto  me,  a 
door  rfb(^.  When  the  Ixrd  had  efFedually  con* 
vinced  me  that  I  had  nothing,  and  that  I  could  do 
nothing  in  any  wife  to  merit  his  favour,  or  cmtribute 
towards  my  own  falvation,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part»  and  that  I  was  fearfully  and  totally  fallen^ 
that  every  faculty  of  my  foul  was  out  of  order*  and 
that  my  heart  was  deceitfiil  above  all  things,  and 
deiperately  wicked  ji   that  I  could  not  recover  my- 
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iel^  hj  any  power  of  my  own^  from  the  ttigntng 
dofxrinion  of  fin,  the  curfc  of  the  law,  the  wrath  re«^ 
veakd  therein,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  devil  i  thea 
lie  was  pleafed  to  fet  before  me  hb  dearly  beloved 
Son^  as  the  only  refuge  from  all  diefe  things^  and  a$ 
the  finner's  all-fufficient  Saviour.  $ 

I  remember  a  time  when  you  infifted  upon  it 
that  Chrift  faved  none  but  fenfible  finoers,  and  pro* 
duccd  this  text,  in  order  to  confirm  it,  which  way 
ipoken  by  the  Lord  himfidf«  /  cdme  no$  /#  cM  tbt 
ri^esuSi  Ina  firmer s  to  r^eniance.  I  never  hea^ld 
fuch  news  in  this  world  before,  neither  cook!  I  be« 
Ueve  it  at  the  time  I  heard  tt.  Surely>  fitya  I,  he 
muft  be  miftaken ;  but  (hould  he  not,  God  knows  I 
am  a  (inner  bad  enough,  and  fad  enough,  and  there- 
fore who  can  tell  (if  it  be  true)  but  he  nmy  iave  me. 
When  i  got  home  I  fet  to  work,  like  the  nobk 
Bereans  of  old,  to  examine  the  word,  to  kt  whether 
Chefe  things  were  fo  or  not ;  when,  lo !  and  behold 
ic  was  juft  as  you  had  reprcfented  it.  Now  a  hope 
iprung  up  of  better  times,  and  from  that  time  the 
Bible  and  I  came  together,  and  bleiled  be  God  for 
fuch  a  meeting,  it  being  now  my  ftudy,  meditation^ 
and  foul's  delightl  And  oh  1  what  comfort  did  fuch 
texts  as  theie  bring  to  my  poor  foul !  They  poured 
in  fo  fs&y  that  before  one  had  well  delivered  its  joy-> 
fill  meflage  there  was  another ^  like  Job's  mefienger9(» 
one  upon  the  back  of  another— STifr^K  that, are  whfie 
have  no  need  of  the  pbyjician,  iut  thy  that  arefick.-^ 
Fear  not,  little  flocks  it  is  your  Father's  good  ple/ffure 

La  to 
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to  giTC  you  tbi  Uttgdom.—'Fcfr  iy  grace  are  yefofOid^ 
tbnmgb  faith,  and  tbaiMt  of  yaur/dves^  U  is  the  gft 
of  God.^^Ik !  every  one  that  tbirfletb,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  be  tbai  basb  no  money,   come  ye,  buy  and 
eat  >  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and 
without  price. — Come  unto  me,  aU  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  r^.^-Such  texts 
as  chcfe  were  running  in  my  mind  from  morning  dH 
night,  yea,  from  week's  end  to  week's  end ;   and^ 
examining  the  word  to  lee  who  and  what  fort  of 
finners  liad  been  faved»   to    my  aftoni(hment    I 
found  Mary  Magdalen,  Manaflleh,  Paul,  &c.   and 
this  caufed  my  hope  and  expectation  to  increafe  ex* 
ceedingly.    In  procefs  of  time  the  Lord  was  plealed^ 
now  a  little^  and  then  a  little,  to  enlighten  me  into  die 
dodrines  of  the  gofpel  as  preached  by  you,  and  I 
had  not  a  fingle  doubt  but  what  you  faid  was  tnie» 
He  (hewed  me  how  that,  in  his  dearly  beloved  Son» 
he  could  fave  all  them  that  believe  in  him,  and  ftiH 
be  true  to  his  law  and  threatening,  though  the  worft* 
pf  finners^  and  that  he  was  jull  the  Saviour  I  wanted, 
iiiited  in  all  points ;  and  he  convinced  me,  that  out 
of  him  r  muft  penfli  and  be  damned,  there  being  no 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  wher€* 
by  we  muft  and  can  be  faved,  but  the  name  of  Jefus 
Chrift;   and  that  by  &ith  in  his  blood,  and  righte-' 
Gufnefi  alone,  it  is  that  we  are  juftified  freely  from 
all  things,  and  no  otherwife.    Imputed  righteoufne6 
was  the  firft  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  that  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  reveal  and  apply  with  power  to  my  hearty 

He 
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He  ihewed  me  how  that  his  dear  Son  W0s  made  fin 
for  us  (by  impiitaoonj  having  all  the  fins  of  the  ele& 
placed  to  his  account)  who  knw>  no  fin  %  and  diis 
was  done  that^  by  the  imputadon  of  his  righteouf- 
Bels  (confiding  bodi  of  his  adive  and  pafilve  obedU 
ence)  we  n^gbt  he  tnade  the  rigbteou/nefi  of  God  in  bim^ 
And  in  him  God  the  Fadier  is  well  pjeaied  with  his 
people,  but  then  it  is  only  and  ennrely  on  account 
of  his  righteoufneis,  and  for  the  fake  of  ic,  and  not 
fi>r  any  thing  in  them;  for,  was  he  to  be  extreme 
to  mark  iniquity  in  the  very  bcft  of  their  works, 
there  could  be  no  (landing  in  judgment  with  him ;. 
dieiefore  uke  away  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  the 
dear  Redeemer,  and  every  one  muft  ftand  to  his 
own  accounts  and  anfwer  for  all  his  fins  j  the  con- 
lequence  of  which  muft  be,  everlafting  dcftrudion 
and  endlels  woe« 

Sooiii  after  diis  precious  Jeius  wfu  ifct  before  me  in 
all  hb  beauty  and  glory,  as  an  able,  as  an  all-fuiHcient 
Savious^  :wA  as  the  only  hiditag-place  from  the 
ilorm,  and  covert  from  the  tempeft,  and  I  had  no 
doubt  of  his  being  fo  j  yet  this  wqul^  j]|ot  do  for  me, 
I  muft  know  whether  I  had  any  part  or  lot  in  hin» 
or  no,  I  had.  not  a  fingje  doubt  but  all  that  be- 
Kcved  in  him  as  their  Saviour,  and  put  their  truft  in 
him  as  luch,  would  certainly  be  finally  an4  eternally 
fiiTed;  yet  I  found  myfelf  (hut  up  in  unbelief.  He 
cannot  belong  to  me.  I  could  never  believe  that 
ever  he  veiled  the  gbry  of  his  divine  nature  in  a 
tabernacle  of  flefli  and  blood,  and  fo  became  Ema- 

L3  nuel. 


iiuel»  God  with  vs,  to  fave  fuch  t  tnofjC&mm  finMr 
as  mc :  and  my  old  ndaliei*  cMfirmed  me  in  it  as 
much  as  he  could  ^  he  reprefentcd  it  as  in^>olfibiet 

and  the  very  height  of  prefumption  to  induce  fuch 
a  thought.  I  (bund  my  want  of  fkithj  and  I  found 
alfo  that  the  Lord  had  promifed  to  give  itj  to  woik 
it  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  by  the  Operation  of  his 
Spirit  J  therefore  my  prayer  to  him  was,  to  fulfil  his. 
promiie ;  to  give  me  faith  $  to  work  a  Brm  per^* 
fuafion  in  my  mind  that  Jefus  Chrift  wjks  txint^  and 
that  I  had  an  intereft  in  him ;  that  all  that  lie  dki 
and  fufiered  was  to  work  out  atld  bring  in  aa  cvtr^ 
lafting  righteoufncfs  to  juftify  me.  This  for  a  long 
time  I  fought  after,  and,  hki&d  be  God,  not  iA 
vain ;  for,  about  three  years  ago,  1  did  find  a  com*^ 
fortablc  perfuafion  that  Chrift  was  mine>  that  he.  wai 
my  Surety,  that  he  had  paid  all  my  debts,  ahddiat 
his  precious  blood  was  ibed  i<^  walh  away  my  ^flhs. 

This  faith  came  to  tne  by  hearing  the  woi^d  proadidii 

•  •  •     • 

and  upon  thus  believing  and  rdceivii^ghifn  into  my 
heart,  I  did  experience  ifnuttcrable'  reft  and  ptaoi, 
itnd  fuch  a  mahtfeftation  of  pard6ning  love,  as  Cttiifeft 
me  to  rejoice  with  that  joy  that  is  unfpeakabk  and 
full  of  glory  ^  and  with  Zioh  of  old  douldfay,  that 
when  the  Lord  was  thus  pteaied  80  xurn .  my  capi* 
civity,  1  was  like  them  diat  dream.  And  frbm  thai 
time  the  Lord  appeared  to  me  as  a  loving,  kin^ 
and  tender  father  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  complecelf 
Reconciled  and  well  plealed  with  me  in  him.  Jcfiis 
Chrift  canje  into  my  heart  and  a0edioiis  as  At 

chiefeft 
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diidcft*  toiong  ten  thou&nd  i  y^  the  altoge^fav 
iotciyi   and  I  had. 4)0  doubt  of  beiog  one  of  lua 

peoi^e. 

Theie  pnecious  vifitadons  lafted  with  me  for  fomp 
months,  during  which,  time  I  had  a  very  heaven 
upon  earth  s  joy  amd  gladnefs  was  found  in  my  hearty 
thankigiving  and  the  voice  of  melody.  I  cam« 
from  die  houfe  of  God  ofcentlmea  with  Icarce  a 
thought  out  of  heaven,  rejoicing  in  Jefus  Chrift  ^ 
the  God  of  my  ialvation.  lafteafd  of  the  k^ 
curfing  and  condemning  me  for  difobedience  wh^ 
I  read  it,  as  it  ufed  to  do,  there  was  Chrill  at  tbf 
end  of  jt  for  righteoufnefs  to  me.  Inftead  of  con^ 
fcience  curfing  and  condemning,  there  was  a  fweet 
peace,  the  blood  of  Jtfus  fpeaking  better  thin^ 
than  that  of  Abel.  If)ilead  of  the  devil  accufing 
and  condemning  me  for  fin,  he  was  filenced,  for 
my  guilt  was  gone.  Inftead  of  flavilh  and  fcrvil^ 
fear  of  death  working  in  my  heart,  perfed  lovft 
kept  that  out.  InfteadTof  God  the  Father  appearing 
an  angry  judge  and  a  confuming  fire-  in  his  law,  a$ 
he  ufed  to  do,  now  nothing  i3ut  love  ia  the  alto* 
gethcr  lovely  Jefus:.  and  this  experience  is  what  I 
am  fure  will  make  the  ftubborn  and  flijiity  heart 
give  way.  For  when,  on  the  one  hand,  I  looked 
at  myfelC  at  what  I  had  been,  and  faw  mylelf  to 
be  the  nioft  unworthy,  and  the  very  laft  that  ever 
cpidd  have  looked  for,  or  expefled  falyation  i  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  great  goodnels  and  love  of 
Jefus  in  dying  for  fuch   a  wretch,   and  (hcdding 
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abroad  his  redeeming  love  in  fuch  an  heart  aa  mtno; 

-this  cauied  me  to  abhor  myfel^  and  repent  in  duft 

and  afheSj   and  cry  out,   Grace!    Gr^ce!   and  to 

.  tsty.  To  thy  iiame>  O  lAvd^  be  all  die  glory  and 

praife. 

I  never  had  iuch  living  as  this  befbre ;  but,  alas ! 
thefe  things  left  me  again,  and  the  devil  was  more  | 

violent  than  ever :  he  was  fure  that  it  was  all  a  de- 
luHon ;  that  he  would  have  me  after  all ;  that  I  was 
his  child,  and  (hould  never  be  laved,  but  muft 
perifh  at  laft.  He  got  me  to  look  within  at  myiel^ 
and  feeing  mine  own  corruption,  the  many  evil 
thoughts  that  pafled  through  my  mind,  the  unholy 
delires  and  filthy  lufts  that  were  moving  about 
xrkhin ;  a  fight  o/  thefe  things,  caufed  unbelief  to 
work,  and  that  brought  in  flavilh  fear,  and  a  long 
tnun  of  doubts,  which  was  followed  by  tormenting 
thoughts  i  and  now  the  devil  had  got  my  peace  de* 
ftvrbed,  for  I  drew  many  grievous  concluGons  that 
I  could  not  furely  be  one  of  the  Lord's  t\t6k,  and 
oftendmes  was  ready  to  give  all  up  for  loft,  .and 
that  I  never  fliould  be  able  either  to  hold  on  or  hold 
out,  that  I  fhould  one  day  perifh  in  my  own  cor-r 
ruptionsi  yet  now  and  then  the  Lord  would  be 
pleafcd  to  (end  me  fuch  a  heavenly  dilcourfe,  and 
filence  all  my  doubts  and  fears  in  iuch  a  nrianner 
.  with  a  ienfe  of  his  love,  that  I  really  believed  him 
to  be  my  reconciled  Father  ftUl,  and  Jefus  Ghrift  to 
be  my  Saviour.  Then  again  unbelief,  doubts,  and 
^ars,  would  make  fuch  head  again(t  ipe,   that  I 
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would  call  all  former  experience  into  queftion.  In 
this  manner  I  lived  for  a  long  dme  a  life  of  as  com« 
pkte  chequer- work  as  «ver  any  one  did,  determin- 
ing of  my  ftate  according  to  my  fiames  and  feelings, 
SIS  if  the  Lord  changed  as  often  as  they.  But  now 
I  am  perfiiaded  that  he  loved  me  from  everlafting 
in  h»  dearly  beloved  Son,  otherwife  he  never  would 
have  fhed  abroad  his  love  in  my  heart  in  time :  and, ' 
as  he  has  thus  been  pleaied  to  give  me  a  tafte  of  ii^ 
ib  I  believe  that  this  his  loving  kindnefs  (hall  never 
be  taken  aWay  from  me,  neither  ihall  his  faithful- 
nefi  and  truth  in  the  promife  be-ever  permitted  to 
finL  As  he  was  pleaied  to  choofe  his  people  freely, 
without  any  thing  in  them  to  merit  his  &vour,  fb  he 
will  fave  them  in  Chrift  Jefus  freely,  with  an  ever- 
lafting falvation ;  and  that  he  will  give  them  all,  not 
only  grace  here,  but  glory  hereafter.  That  they 
ihall  never  perilb,  not  one  of  them,  neither  (hall 
any  pluck  them  out  of  his  hands.  That  they  Ihall 
perfevere  in  the  Lord's  ftrfength,  and  not  one  ever 
totaUy  and  finally  fall  away*  That  Jefus  Chrift 
being  their  head  and  hufband,  and  they  the  pdrchafe 
of  bis  blood,  his  portion,  and  his  hire,  he  will 
never  lofe  one,  but  will  raife  them  all  up  at  the  laft 
day,  lb  that  not  a  hoof  fhall  be  left  behind.  And, 
iiirthermoreji  they  being  all  fecured  by  the  bond  of 
an  everlafting  covehant,  and  the  everlaflihg  love  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  the  threefold  cord  which 
cannot  h^  broken,  they  muft  of  confequence  be 
^ved>  apd  brought  (ajfe  boaie  to  glory  s  otherwift 

this 
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Ak  cord  would  be  broken,  and  the  covenant  ftgree>» 
mcnt  between  the  ever  bleiTed  Trinity  would  be 
null  and  void  AU  that  Chrift  died  for  nnift  be 
feved,  and  none.  eUe  can  be,  becaufe  there  is  falva^ 
tton  in  BO  other.  .  Though  the  Lord  is  fkzki  to 
will  a  thoufand  cbangea  in  ud>  yet  he  is  the  fknet 
the  unchangeable  Jehovah ;  the  lame  yefterday,  to^ 
day,  and  for  ever  ^  he  refts  in  his  love  to  his  peopIe> 
and  here  it  is  that  xpy  ppor  foul  finds,  ^pnd  ever  de-^ 
fires  to  find,  reft.       .  . 

I  have  lately  had  fuch  a  xcvival  of  the  work  of 
grace  upon  my  foul^.tbat  fermon  after  .^erofon  luu 
come  with  fuch  a  comfordng  and  eftablilhing  po^^^ 
as  to  filence  aU  my  doubts  and  fears>  the  ever  blefied 
Spirit  bearing  witnefs  to  my  heart  and  confcicnce 
diat  my  record  \&  on  high.  He.  hath  alfb  qon* 
defended  to  (bine  upon  my  path  in  fuch  ^  manner 
as  to  enable  me  clearly  to  fee  that  it  was  he,  and  be 
alone,  that  hath  been  with  me  from  my  mother's 
womb ',  that  he  has  direfted  all  my  fteps,  and  that 
be  liath  fixed  the  bounds  of  my  habitation :  and  | 
may  truly  fay,  to  the  honour  of  his  ever  blefi^4 
name,  that  it  was  he  that  prcierved  me  in  Chrji^ 
Jcfas  through  all  my  fin  and  wickedneis  unto  a  fu- 
ture calling.  Sparing  and  long-fufiering  mercy  hath 
followed  me  all  my  days,  and  though  the  time  ha^ 
been  that  I  never  expeAed  to  be  faved,  yet  now  I 
know,  and  am  fure,  that  Jefus  Chrift  doth  receive 
linners,  and  eat^th  wkh  them  fiilL  And  this  I  evei; 
will  infift  upon,  as  lopg  as  I  live  in  the  world,  that 

of 
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tf  idl-finnm  Ifttn  the  very  chlefg  and  ihc  vtiy  bl| 
that  cfver  coidd  have  expected  lalvadon}  and  dial 
it  is  l^  the  free»  fovereign,  unmericedj  Xintookod 
for^  tindcferved,  and  une](pcS:cd  graee  of  Ged^  thai 
I  am  what  l^anoi  and  ihat  by  the  Ikme  grace  it  as 
that  I  have  been  enabled  to  continue  unto  this  vei^ 
day ;'  and  the  faaie  almighQr.  power  that  began  the 
work  at  S^a  4ind  that  tttticd  n&y  heaj-t  from  the 
love  of  fin  to  the  love  of  God»  hath  kept  me  hidier^ 
to;  and  I  am  fitUy  perfuaded  diat  he  will  ke^  nie;^ 
dirough  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus>  fitll  on  in  die  wifj 
until  at  laft  I  receive  die  end  of  my  faidi^  even  the 
everlaftii:^  falvadon  of  o^  fotilj  when  fiddi  (hail 
be  turned  >  into  fight;,  and  hope  int*  full  enjoy « 
snent. 

Old  things  are  pafled  away  tKridi  tne^  and  behold 
all  things  art  become  new>  for  die  very  works^ 
waysj  and  purfuits>  that  I  delight^  kj  pra£tiled| 
and  fbtfbwed,  I  do  ndw'  flee  fron\  abhor,  and  de- 
teft.'  J^fus  Chrift  h  adi  In  aU  in  my  heart,  and  i 
lean  Appeal  to  him,  9$  the  felf^xiftent  Jehovah,  and 
the  omntiicient  God^  widi  Peter  of  okl,  atid  'ftf^ 
X«n^>  tbtM  hmvefi  all  things  i  tbou  kncweft  that  I  Iwb 
thee,  and  that  above  every  other  objeA.  And  again; 
I  am  fitfe  I  cto  come  up  to  John's  fiandard,  ^t 
incw  tbft  t9f  wrf  faffed  jnm  4kath  imtc  Rfi^  hcm^ 
we  hved  tbritetbren  i  for  I  do,  irttnly  heart,  fincere^i^ 
ly  love  aU  them^  that  k>ve  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrili:  in 
fineericy  and  in  truth,  and  do  efteem  them  the  only 
excellent  of  the  earth.  Other  toid»  have  had  do- 
minion 
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mtnioii  oftr  fliey  and  reigned  and  reded  in  me,  and 
woyld  haire  reigned  untfl  this  day  had  I  been  left  to 
mjttlfi  but  now  I  defi're  no  other  king  but  Jefus 
to  reign  and  rule  in  my  hearty  and  to  make  men< 
tton  of  his  rigbteoufnefi^  and  of  his  only.  I  do 
think  that  diere  is  no  heart  fo  peftered  with  unbelief 
as  mine ;  I  daily  have  abundant  reaibn  ta  fay^  with 
the  ififciples  of  old,  UfJ,  bureqfi  wjl  fmth.  The 
promiie  is,  Grace  ihall  reign,  fin  iball  not  have  do- 
SDimon  s  and,  to  the  honour  of  the  Lord's  blefled 
mme,  I  qui  iay^  this  has  hitherto  been  fulfilled  in 
sue;  for  though  fin  hath  reigned  and. exceedingly 
abounded  in  me,  yet  frte  grace  hath  nu)ch  more 
abounded.  I  find  the  okt  man  and  thenew^prin^ 
ciple  working  in  me,  and  warring  a  continual  war* 
Uxt  s  but  the  promife  is,  The  elder  (hall  ierve  the 
younger  i  and  I  believe  h  ever  ihall  be,  according 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 

My  reafons  for  wridng  thefe  art  principally  two : 
flie  one  is  that  of  the  apoftle V,  ha  him  thai  ii  faugbs 
1m  tb0  v^d^QiumMmcate^  wU0  bim  that  teaAetb  in  aS 
g$9d  fbh^s.  The  other  is  this!~I  have  long  had  a 
defire  to  bfscome  one  ^amongft  you  externally, 
though  internally  I  haVie  been  in  union  inath  you  ibr 
years,  but  being  a  very  timorous  perfon^  I  have  de- 
ferred letting  my  defire  be  made  known  until  now ; 
and  being  afraid  that,  through  the  deceitfulnels  c^ 
my  unbelieving  heart,  and  the  corruption  of  my  na* 
ture,  I  fhould  one  day  fall,  I  thought  I  had  better 
£dl  alone,  duui  bring  any  fcandal  upon  the  people  of 

God. 
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Ga(L  But  having  had  many  comfortable  vifita 
lately,  and  many  tokens  for  good,  my  defire  is  in« 
crcaicd,  fo  that  I  cannot  help  making  it  known,  as 
I  would  wifli  to  wait  upon  Chrift  in  all  the  means  of 
his  appointment,  with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  neg* 
kding  none,  expeSing  to  find  his  promifed  pi^* 
fence  in  them,  and  to  receive  the  promiled  bleffings 
by  them.  I  know  that  all  means  in  themlelves  are 
dry,  barren,  and  empty  things,  except  the  Lord  is 
pleafed  to  communicate  grace  to  his  people  by  them^ 
and  to  blels  them  to  our  ediBcadon  and  <  comfertt 
working  every  laving  grace  in  us,  and  applying 
every  truth  eflendal  to  falvadon  with  power  to  our 
hearts  through  his  appointed  means:  and,  as  he 
hs&  been  'pleafed  (o  circumcife  my  heart  to  love 
Mm,  his  people,  and  his  way,  and  to  clofe  in  widi 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  htm  crucified,  as  my  Saviour ;  to 
it  is  the  defire  of  my  foul  to  live  to  his  glory  and 
his  pndfe,  to  keep  preflSng  forward,  refting  in  no 
prefcnt  attainment,  but  purfubg  the  good  old  way, 
in  company  with  that  part  of  his  army,  over  which 
he  has  made  you  under  captain  and  leader,  towards 
that  great  and  gbrious  recoitipenic  of  reward,  eter- 
nal reft  and  glory,  which  he  has  jpromifedto  give  to 
alKhis  chofcn  people. 

.  1  would  defire  to  blefs  God  for  ever,  for  bring* 
ing  me  under  your  miniftry,  for  opening  my  blind 
eyes  to  fee  how  I  had  been  led  on  by  blind  watch* 
men,  and  &r  enlightening  me  into,  and  bringing 
me  in  any  mttfure  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as 

it 
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it  is  in  J<AsSi  wdfer  opening  my  heart  £>  as  to  it« 
ceiire  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it;  and,  above  aU»  \ 

ibr  not  ftifiering  me  to  ftuofjble  at  the  divinity  of 
Jcfiis  Chrifk^  a$  it  b  upon  this  refts  the  efficacy  oT 
cvoy  doArine  of  the  gofpel:  ddPtroy  this,  ani 
make  him  no  more  than  a  creature^  or  any  tlung  left 
than  ^e  felf-eziftent»  omnifcient>  omnipreient,  and 
omnipotent  Jehovah>  and  the  one  fupreme  God^ 
vich  the  Father  and  the  Spirit^  and  then  I  am  iure . 
there  can  be  no  iaIvation>  ali  mv&  ^  peri(h  and  be 
}o&  i  and  I  will  infift  upon  this  as  long  as  I  live  in 
this  worlds  that  was  he  not  in  my  heart  and  afl^« 
donsf  as  very  and  truly  a  divine  and  iclf-exi(icnt 
periboi  and  poflefled  of  every  attribute  and  periec« 
don  of  deicyi  no  one  could  pc«adi  any  gofpel>  no 
one  could  publifh  any  good  news^  no  one  could 
proclaim  any  ^ad  tidings,  or  bring  any  joyCbl  mef- 
6ge  to  my  jbul.  For,  fuppofe  him  a  man>  as  he 
truly  was,  and  to  be  perfedly  holy,  even  as  holy  as 
the  law;  and  fuppofe  him  to  keep  it  in  all  points,  (b 
as  never,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  to  deviate 
therefrom,  yet  what  is  that  to  me  i  Nothing. at  all. 
A  man's  righteoufnefs  may  profit  himfelf,  but  then 
there  is  nothing  for  me,  his  poor  neighbour ;  he  has 
nothing  to  boaft  of,  he  has  done  that  which  was 
commanded  him  to  do,  and  no  more;  as  our  dear 
Saviour  beautifully  fets  it  forth  in  Luke  xvit,  by  the 
mafter  and  the  fervant,  and  then  applies  it  to  his 
difciples,  laying.  So  Ukewife  je^  when  ye  JbaU  bmsi 
dme  4dl  tbefe  things  which  are  comnanJcd  yw,  fay^  W% 
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^re  ufipr(fitM$  Jcrvmts  \  we  have  done  that  which 
was  our  duty  to  do.  Woe  theo  to  that  pprftm  whole 
fiiitb  and  hope  of  everlafting  lifcj  and  blefledne&  ia 
heaven^  arc  not  built  upon  Innmanuel^  God  with  a. 
As  vciATiy  he  obeyed  and  fnfiered ;  as  God|  he  noe* 
xiced;  and  as  God- man,  two  perfedl  natiuttintfae 
unity  of  the  one  perlbn  of  Chriftj  he  wrpi^hc  out 
and  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs^  which  is 
the  one>  oi^ly,  and  alone  righteoufnels  that  can  juf- 
dfy  a  fmner  from  all  things,  and  prefent  him  faults 
Icis  before  the  throne  in  the  day  of  judgment  i  he 
was  made  fin  for  us  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  mi^ 
be  made  the  ri^eoufnefs  of  God  in  him :  but  de^ 
ftroy  this  union  of  the  two  natures  in  the  peribn  of 
Chrift,  and  then  none  can  appear  righteous;  no, 
not  one^  0 1  that  you  may  ever  continue  to  deliml* 
this  fure  foundacton  of  the  Chriftian- religion,  and 
infifl:  upon  the  need  and  neceility  of  being  fin&If 
fixed  and  eft^bliftied  in  the  faith|  of  it,  in  order  to 
our  bebg  faved.  The  ,Lord  was  pleafed  to  caufe 
you  to  dwell  much  upon  it  fome  time  back,  an4 
bkfied  be  iiis  precious  name^  I  received  grei^  be- 
nefit and  eftablifliment  firoQi  it ;  take  away  this,  and 
you  take  away  all,  there  is  nothing  lefi:  worth 
having,  all  muft  die  in  their  fins ;  For^  if  Jt  hditm 
not  that  I  am  (fays  the  Saviour),  ye  JhaU  die  in  jwr 
Jins  I  and  then  the  confequence  muft  be  certain  de- 
ftruftipn,  becaufe  the  unrighteous  fhatl  not  enter 
the  king4qm  of  God,  i^nd  by  the  law  there  is  none 
righteous,  no^  not  one.  I  have,  through  rich 
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grace^  been  enabled  to  receive  Jefus  Chrlft  into  my 
heart  as  la  divine  perron»  as  an  objed  of  divine  wor^ 
ihip^  and>  to  all  intents  and  purpofes^  as  God  over 
all/  and  for  ever  blcfled ;  and  as  I  have  received 
him>  fo  it  is  the  defire  of  my  foul  to  walk  in  hiixi» 
for  nothing  (hort  of  a  divine  perfon  can  ikve  m^ 
being  a  Cnnen  If  the  devil  can  but  ciitangle  and 
keep  a  poor  (inner  fhort  of  this,  he  is  fure  of  his 
prey  i  and  if  rich,  free,  fo  vereign  grace  prevent  noi^ 
iuch  muft  &11  into  the  pit  of  deftru(5tion.  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  this  long  and  imperfedb  epiftlc^ 
placing  all  that  is  amifs  to  my  account ;  and  if  any 
thing  confident  with  the  truth,  to  the  Lord's  name 
be  all  the  glory  and  praifr. 

That  you  may  long  be  preicrved  amongft  us,  and 
ftill  continue  to  (hine  brighter  and  brighter  in  the 
Lord's  light — That  you  may  ever  ftand  faft  in  his 
counfel,  and  (hun  not  to  declare  the  whole  of  it  as 
fiur  as  revealed,  faithfully,  fully,  and  freely,  and  witb« 
out  rcfcrve — That  you  may  ever  continue  to  ftand 
«8  an  iron  pillar  and  a  brazen  wall  in  the  defence  of 
the  gofpel— rThat  you  may  yet  be  inftrumental  in 
turning  many  finners  from  the  error  of  their  ways  to 
the  wildom  of  the  juft,  even  to  Chrift  Jefiis;  has 
been^  is  now,  and  ever  fhall  be,  the  fincere  and 
fervent  prayer  of 

Your  truly  affeftionate,  though  unworthy^ 

Son  in  the  &ith  of  Chrift  Jefus^ 

G.C 
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P.  S.  }  don't  know  cbac  I  Jbould  hav»  .ftiufbr^ 
up  courage  fufficieqt  to  (end  this  yet,  bad  .it  not 
been  for  the  mafterly  expolition  or  -esqdan^tion  -of^ 
/  am  the  way^  the  truthy  and  the  lifij  lad  Sunday 
evening.     And^  blefled  be  the  Lord  for  evermore, 
I  could  follow  you  ftcp  by  ftcp,  and  came  away 
from  his  prefcnce  rejoicing  in  my  intcreft  in  Jefua 
Chrifl,  calling  all  the  iermon  my  own.     And  for 
this,  as  well  as  every  blcflSng  beftowed  upon  un- 
grateful and  unworthy  me,  to  the  Lord's  name  be 
all  the  glory,  and  all  the  pn^e;  .for,  as  it  was  with 
Ifrael  of  old  touching  the  earthly  Canaan,  fo  it  is 
with  the  Lord's  fpiritua]  Jfrael  touchtqg  the  heaven-^ 
ly  country,  the  land  which  is  very  far  off;   Th^ 
(natural  Ifrael)  got  not  the  land  in  fojf^on  hy  their 
wmfw'dirdy  neither  did  their  fivm , arm /ave  fbem}  JfUt 
ihy  right  hand  and  thine  arm,  ptfd  ti)f  Jt^t  of  thy 
ewntenance^   hecauje  thou  hadji  a  favour  unto  them. 
.And  'fo  it  is  with  fptritual  Ifrael:   they  can  do  no- 
thing to  obtain  heaven,  th^y  have 'forfeited  all  right 
and.title  to  every  mercy  by. fin;  thereifor^  it  is  the 
Lord  alone  that  does  the  work,  tl^t  brings  them  in 
by  an  ^  of  free,  fovereign  grace,  through  faith  ^i 
Xhrift  Jefus,  who  is  the  only  door  of  entrance,  and 
«tbe  way  to. the  kingdom.    And  bldled  be  God  for 
Jefus  Chrift,  through  whom^  alone  it  is  to  be  ob- 
^tatned.     1  -have  no  rnore  to  fay  at  prefent, -than  I 
ihould  efteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  would 
remember  me  at  a* throne  of  grace,  and  that  the 
Vol.  ir.  M  Lord 
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Lord  mfty  ever  be  with  you  in  your  going  oat  and 
coming  inj  ftill  giving  ceftimony  to  die  word  of  his 
grace  by  you>  fliall  be  the  prayer  o^ 

G.C 
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My  diorly  beloved  fin  in  Cbriji  J^usj  mercy  and 
truth  be  mtb  thee. 

Thine  epiftle  came  fafe  to  hand,  and  I  faid  in 
my  heart.  Who  hath  begotten  me  this  child  ?  feeing 
I  am  hated,  and  a  captive  driven  to  and  fro,  and 
have  loft  fome  ipurious  children,  that  the  devil  had 
palmed  upon  me.  Who  hath  begotten  me  this? 
This,  where  had  he  been?  Surely  thou  art  one 
bom  out  of  due  time ;  before  I  travailed  in  birth 
thou  art  come  forth*  Who  hath  heard  fuch  a  thing? 
Before  our  Zion  began  to  labour  and  lament  her 
late  mifcarriage,  another  is  found  upon  her  kneei 
and  I  hope  not  a,  fpurious  one,  not  a  bafe  bom  fon, 
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not  a  baftard  that  efcapes  both  the  fouUhumbh'fig 
Chaftifemcnts,  and  the  experimental  inftniftionsi 
given  by  our  heavenly  Father's  rod.  Thou  appear-* 
eft  to  be  on^  that  hath  been  whipped  out  of  Satan's 
army  by  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords;  thy 
back  will  proclaim  thy  difcharge  from  that  rebellious 
hoft.  Welcome  art  thou  to  the  Lord's  ftandard ; 
welcome  to  the  banner  of  his  love ;  welcome  to  the 
King's  pardon ;  welcome  to  the  divine  bounty ;  and 
welcome  to  his  eternal  fiivour,  and  to  all  the  gifts 
received  for  the  rebellious^  that  the  Lord  God  may 
dwell  with  thee. 

But  I  muft  interrogate  thee.  How  haft  thou 
broken  forth  ?  This  breach  be  upon  thee^  and  God 
grant  it  never  may  be  healed  ^  for  It  is  a  breach  in 
Satan's  armour,  and  not  in  Zion's  bounds.  «Thou 
art  a  branch  in  the  noble  VinCj  heaven  hath  planted 
thee  wholly  a  right  feed>  fuch  truft  have  I  to  God* 
ward  i  not  that  I  am  able  to  think  any  thing  right  of 
myfelf^  but  my  fufficiency  is  of  God,  who  by  his 
grace  has  made  me  what  I  am.  Surely  thou  canft 
never  turn  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  ftrange 
vine  to  the  heavenly  hufbandman  !  Strangers  to  the 
good  Shepherd  Jbali  beget  ftrange  children ;  and  un- 
ianAified  labourers  ^^  fhall  plant  their  foil  with 
^  ftrange  flips,  and  in  the  day  (hall  they  make  their 
^  plant  to  grow }  but  the  harveft  fhall  be  a  heap  in 
*'  thc^day  of  gric^  and  of  defperate  forrow."  Ifaiah 
zviL  I  !•  ButLl  am  perfuaded  better  things  of  thee, 
my  ion,  and  things  that  accompany  falvation,  though 
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I  thus  wptce.  Tlie  oon^nts  of  my  fen's  epidle  are 
good  DCws  from  a  hr  couatrf ;  good  news  in  ibe 
power  of  tbem»  in  the  experience  of  theni)^  in  che 
ialvacion  of  xheni,  and  in  the  happy  en}oymenc  of 
all  the  hleffings  in  theni.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  a^ 
fringing  well*  and  the  Mfords  -ef  wifdom  are  a  fioW' 
if^  broc^ ;  and  that  nuifiwn  that  accon>panies  the 
root  of  the  matter  in  the  heart  will  fikewife  attend 
t  rtz&^  of  the  hope  from  the  mouth. 
.  Thov  hadft  no  call  to  inftmn  me  what  inftrument 
Gjod  tiled  in  filming  thy  foul  ibr  his  temple ;  die 
whole  pattern  was  (hewed  firft  to  me  in  the  holy 
mounts  and  thtne  is  nothmg  but  an  abridgment  of 
k.  The  ftaturesy  the  &mily-likene(s  throughout 
thy  myftical  pedigree^  parentajgi:^  and  educacienj  are 
confptcuous  enough.  If  I  had  heard  thee  ^ving  an 
exhortation  when  locked  up  in  a  cloiet  out  of  my 
fight,  and  even  in  .&e  Eafl:  Indies,  I  fhould  have 
known  both  thy  voice,  and  the  voice  of  thy  pro- 
genitor, for  thy  ^e(b  betrayeth  tbec.  Thou  art  the 
Coalheaver's  own  child,  begotten  \o  a  lively  hope 
by  the  Father  of  oil  mercies  in  my  bonds :  a  true 
copy,  a  living  epiftle,  known  and  read  of  aU  men  i 
and  made  mani^  to  be  the  epiftle  of  Chrift  mimf- 
tered  by  me ;  written  not  with  ink,  but  by  the  Spi* 
rlt  of  God ;  not  on  tables  of  ftone,  but  on  the 
fldhly  tables  of  the  heart.  When  the  Almighty 
firft  Ibund  me  in  Egyptian  darknefs,  I  Jpuke  a  lan^ 
guage  thai  be  underfi^d  mt^  Plal.  Ixxxi.  5  t  but  he 
fet  me  down  at  his  foot^  and  taught  me  out  of  bis 
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law ;  and  wherv  he  put  a  new  treafurc  ipto  my  hearty 
he  cohvinad  mc  that  1*  Wanted  a  new  tongue  to 
bring  that  treafurc  forth;    and    when  the  cloven 
tongue  of  fire  c»iie,  I  Ipake  a  new  language,  and 
it  was  this  language  which  lb  much  puzzled  thee  at 
thy  firft  hearing  me,  and  fo  it  has  thoufands  more 
as  weir  as  you  i  bur  certain  I  am  that  it  is  fbe  lan^ 
guage  of  Canaan — the  language  of  the  better  cove- 
hant,   which  was  fpokcn  by  Mclchifedicc  and  by 
Abraham  iit  that  cotmtry,  and  by  all  the  prophets 
afterwards,  and  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,   and  is 
peculiar  to  the  promifcd  land,  and  to  the  ICraerof 
God,  and  to  none  elfe ;  for  chough  other  people  may 
liave  learnt  a  ftnatch  of  it,  y-ct  (by  them)  it  is  al- 
ways  adulterated  with  the  diale6b  oiAJhdod:  a  ming^ 
Jed  (eed  will  fpeak  an  impure  language,  mixing  it 
with  the  native  brogue  of  their  own  country.     An^i 
I  was  (and  fo  was  another  ptrfon  in  company  with 
me)  much  furprifed  at  reading  your  epiflle,   and 
were,  not  a  little  (truck  with  aftoniHiment  at  the 
purencis  of  the  language,  the  clearneis  and  cleannels 
of  the  ftyle,  and  elpecially  at  the  weight  of  the  em- 
phafes,  the  determination  of  the  points,  and  the  elo- 
quent pundluaticn  of  the  accents,  knowing  that  it 
is  a  language  hard  to  learn,  and  the  pronunciation  of 
it  difHcutt  to  obtain.  But  is  ther^  any  thing  too  hard 
/or  the  Lord  ?  No,  there  is  not  \  far  then  will  I  turn 
to  ibe  peopl£,  a  pure  language j   thai  they  m^  all  call 
upon  my  name^   and  ferve  me  wth  one  conjenti    and 
what  divine  veracity  hath  promifcd^  omnipotence 
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hath  performed,  and  thou  art  a  living  witnels  of  this 
truth.  We  may  call  it  the  holy  tongue,  and  lure  I 
am  that  the  fame  will  be  fpoken  in  heaven ;  for, 
although  it  be  faid,  if  there  he  tongues^  tongues  jbaU 
ceafe\  that  is,  the  jargon  and  confulion  of  tongues 
fhall  ceafe  at  the  dc(lru£lion  of  Babel  and  Babel- 
builders,  yet  the  pure  language,  the  holy  tongue, 
and  the  words  which  the  Holy  Gboft  teacbetb,  (hall 
never  ceafe ;  this  language  {hall  be  fpoken  in  Para* 
dife,  or  elfe  how  (hall  we  fmg  hallelujahs  and  fal- 
vation  to  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  ? 
Or  how  (hall  we  awake  in  the  great  day?  And 
how  (hall  our  tongue  awake  which  is  our  glory  (PfaU 
Ivii.  7,  8),  and.  of  which  we  glory  above  all  the 
creatures  that  God  hath  made  in  this  world  When 
we  receive  the  end  of  our  faith  we  (hall  admire  the 
end  of  our  converfation  alio ;  and,  with  Paul  in  the 
third  heavens,  not  only  hear  things  which  are  not 
poUible  for  a  man  to  utter  (a  Cor.  xii.  4),  but  be 
able  to  utter  them  1  for  it  will  be  both  poQible  and 
lawful  to  utter  them  when  we  get  into  that  country ; 
for  although  their  purity  greatly  exceeds  ours,  yet 
ours  is  the  only  dialeft  of  that  mother  tongue. 

He  that  begetteth  a  wi(e  child  (hall  have  joy  of 
him,  and  a  wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father,  and  I 
hope  I  (hall  have  joy  of  thee.  But  there  are  fuch 
things  as  falfe  conceptions  and  falfe  brethren,  and 
fure  I  am  that  the  father  of  a  (qoI  hath  no  joy  f  for 
a  fool  is  a  grief  to  his  fethef,  and  bitterne(s  to  her 
that  bare  him.    But  neither  a  faithful  ambaflador, 
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BOT  the  incorruptible  feed  of  divine  truth,  nor 
2ion's  ptoliBc  womb,  can  ever  be  the  origm  or 
£)untain  of  fuch  monftrous  productions  1  witnels 
Judas,  who  fprung  up  under  the  miniftry  of  the 
cverlafting  Father  himfel^  and  who  got  upon  the 
knees  of  gofpel  Zion>  even  among  her  firft  ofispring, 
and  had  ^  pari  of  the  inheritance  among  the  brethren^ 
and  part  of  the  double  honour  due  to  her  moft  re* 
nowned  fons.  He  was  an  apoftle  and  purfe-bearer 
CO  the  King  of  kings ;  he  had  gifts  of  prayer^ 
preachings  working  miraclesi  and  calling  out  devilSt 
but  no  grace :  be  took  part  of  this  mnifiry  with  us, 
iaith  Peter,  but  from  this  he  by  tranfgreflion  fell, 
as  all  will  whole  hearts  are  not  ejlablijhed  with  grace^ 
Forfirong  men  fhall  utterly  fall-,  but  he  that  hath 
life  and  a  gift  ihail  have  more  abundance ;  but  he 
that  hath  not  life,  but  a  gift,  it  (hall  be  taken  away 
from  him,  even  that  which  he  hath.  If  the  Prince 
[of  Peace]  give  a  gift  to  a  [bond]  fervant,  it  (hail 
be  his  to  the  year  ot  jubilee,  or  as  long  as  the  flcfhly 
joy  of  his  natural  aflfcdions  lafts  i  but  when  he  gets 
under  the  legal  la  flies  of  law  and  confcience,  curfing 
him  for  his  hypocrify,  it  fhall  then  return  to  the 
Prince,  as  the  talent  of  Judas  did  to  Chrift,  and 
from  Chrift  to  Matthias ;  but  if  the  Prince  of  Peace 
give  a  gift  to  one  of  his  fons,  it  fhall  be  his  fons 
for  them,  for  them  to  enjOy,  and  it  fhalL  be  their 
inheritance  for  evermore,  for  fuch  fhall  have  more 
abundance  (Ezek.  xlvii.  16,  17);  more  abundant 
}ife»  more  grace,  more  ftrength,   more  light,  and 
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th^  abfundance  of  peacc^  fo  long  as  the  tndoti  c!n« 
dures. 

r  thanked  God,  with  aW  my  heart,  that  another 
brind*  is  [iliicked  from  the  fire;  one  more  olii^c- 
berry  left  upon  the  uppermbft  bough ;  one  tncri 
durter  with  a  blcffing  in  it  i  one  more  ear  of  corii 
in  the  valley  of  Ra^haim,  as  the  firft-fniits  of  God's 
creatures,  even  firft-ftuits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb, 
Blefs  God  diou  art  among  the  children  that  God 
hath  given  to  our  Zion  fincc  we  loft  the  others  (1 
thedn  the  mixt  multitude  that  fell  a  lulling,  Nomb, 
xi.  4)1  thefc  fecm  to  be  whifpering  in  our  ears, 
the  place  is  too  iltrait  for  us,  make  room  for  us  tha| 
we  m^y  dwell;  and  my  anfwer  is,  Conic  in,  thotf 
bleflcd  of  the  Lord,  why  ftandeft  thou  without  ?  th« 
oxen  and  the  fatlings  are  killed,  and  all  things  arc 
rtady,  come' ye  to  the  marriage.  Wifdom  crie?, 
^nd  Underftanding  puts  forth  her  voice ;  (he  hath 
furnifhed  her  table,  and  bid  her  guefts,  Come,  ea€ 
of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have 
mingled :  aiid  may  the  Lord  of  lords  fatisfy  (hy  ibu) 
in  drought,  and  make  fat  thy  bones ;  and  that  thod 
mayeft  be  as  a  watered  garden,  and  as  fpnng^  of 
water  whofe  waters  f^il  not,  is  the  hearty  prayer  9n4 

m 

^arneft  jlcfire  of. 

Dear  Son^ 

Thine  afic£tionate  father  in  the  faith 
^nd  love  of  the  gofpel  of  Chriit  Jefus> 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


•(  ^h  ) 


LETTER   XXVII. 


To  tfie  Rcv^.  Mf.  HUNTIMGtONv 


My  dear  fiiend>  where  ftatt  I  find  joa  ?  and 
Vihfixt  am  1  to  look  for  you }  V  have  been  now  a 
vrhole  month  or  more  feeking  yon^  »d  my  ihougbta 
moving  from  fliore  to  i&ore  in  purfuk  of  yoir ',  often 
ikying^.  O !  that  I  had  the.\(4ii^  of  a  dove,  I  wotdd 
find  him  out  wherever  he  b,  even  if  he  i&  gone  over 
the  Adantie  ocean !  I  do  befiew  I  moft  fbon  gp 
out  in  feaich  of  you^  not  left  peradventnre .  you 
liave  been  caft  upon  feme  motntaini  dr  xato  fome 
vaHey^  for  I  am  perfuaded  the  ererhfting  Arm 
will  never  let  you  drop  down,  nor  will  the  good 
Shepherd  ever  kt  you  flip  out  of  his  band  ^  but 
what  I  fear  isj  left  you  (hould  get  into  the  fiery  ' 
chariot  before  I  fee  you.  The  Lord  knows  how 
imich  I  have  bnged  for  you^  my  heart  Ym  been 
with  you  wherever  you  have  been  i  ai>d  feldom  or 
ever  do  I  go  on  my  knees  but  you  come  in  my 
miiid :  I  know  not  why  $  for  I  cannoc  thiidc  yon 
WMt  my  poor  prayers,  though  I  fo  mtich  need 
^oursp    I  am  ac  preftnc  poor  enough,  and  feem 

contented 


(  170  ) 
omtenced  in  iny  poverty ;  diis  I  dof  not  likei  I  dread 
carnal  eafej  which  I  often  find  is  ready  to  creep  in. 
Since  I  faw  you  laft  I  have  at  times  been  n^ore  com* 
fortabk  in  my  foul  than^ever  I  have  been  in  my*  life. 
The  icriptures  ieem  to  open  to  me  with  more  eafe 
than  ufualj  not  only  thole  you  hinted  at,  but  others 
belidcs ;  and^  my  f{Hrit  is  more  /weet,  leis  wradi 
and  bitterneis  in  dcliverbg  my  difcourfes  i  I  cannot 
fetch  that  on  my  foul  again  if  I  try  at  it,  nor  can  I 
bring  it  into  my  difcourfes  if  I  was  t<^  attempt  it. 
But  thb  is  only  growing  in  knowledge  s  I  am  afraid 
of  it  at  times,  it  doea  not  pleafe  nor  facisfy  me ;  I 
contend  with  the  Lord  about  the  way,  and  am  ftiU 
for  having  my  own,  and  ibmetimes  choofe  ftrangling 
rather  than  life,  becaufe  I  cannot  get  it.  This  is  the 
way  I  go  on.  If  there  is  a  litde  enlargement,  and 
an  appearance  of  coming  out,  then  I  fear  I  have  not 
been  long  enough  nor  deep  enough  in ;  and  when 
die  dark  day  pomes  again,  then  I  conclude  that  I 
have  now  been  fo  long  in,,  that  I  never  Ihall  come 
out  to  fee  light.  What  would  I  give  if  I  could  con- 
tinue in  the  fame  frame  as  I  delivered  a  few  dif* 
courfes  in  foon  after  I  faw  you  laft;  the  favour  c( 
them  feems  to  abide  ftill,  but  have  not  been  able 
fince  to  enter  fo  largely  into  the  field.  No,  no,  my 
barrennefs  has  again  returned,  and  I  caqnot  fee  that 
I  am  yet  fuccefsful;  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
have  not  yet  fallen,  nor  have  I  wrought  any  deU- 
verance  on  the  earth.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
goo4  for  aoy  thing*  except  it  is  to  mwder,  and  that 

I  do 


(    «7«    ) 

I  do  not  Kke  at  all;  I  ^ifh  to  cofflmtinicate  life  to 
dead  finners,  dus  I  would  like.     Theie  is  now  a 

perfon  at  T ,  on  the  borders  of  Kent,  who, 

I  am  told,  ufed  to  rave  moft  defperately  /igainft 

God's  fovereignry,  *  and  having  heard  much  about 

snc,  came  to  hear  me,  whom  God  ilruck  widi  ao 

arrow.    He  went  home  and  got  to  bed,  but  has 

never  been  out  of  it  to  this  day;   he  is  in  black 

dcipair,  and  his  flelh  wafted  from  his  bones ;  he 

cannot  endure  to  be  alone  one  moment,  and  talks 

of  nothing  but  the  fermon  he  heard,  and  of  ftrange 

things  going  on  at  Lewes.    There  is  a  talk  of  more 

forces  being  railed  to  root  out  all  the  errors  from 

this  place  s  but  I  know  what  the  fword  of  all  diole 

can  do.    What  I  want  is  to  fee  the  dead  raifes^  and 

made  to  (land  on  their  feet. 


God  Almightjr  Uefs  you. 


J.J. 


UTTtA 


(    rr^   > 


LETTER  XXVIIL 


To  the  Rev.  J.  J 


r  AB€  now  in  my  old  hut^  but  not  in  a  peaceable 
dwellings  nor  in  a  quiet  rcfting-place ;  for  it  bcgim 
<D  haifj  cbming  down  on  the  forefl:>  and  the  city  (at 
prtfent)  is  low,  in  a  low  place ;  and  bIe0Sd  are  they 
Aat  hvr  bttide  aS  waters^  that  lend  forth  thither  the 
i(;et  of  the  ox  and  the  afs. 

A  kind  and  prefling  invitation  hath  caufcd  roe  to 
ftray  from  my  Father^!  hmHty  in  order  to  (bitter  a 
iitde  of  the  good  feed  of  the  kingdom  in  a  foil  where 
I  had  not  been  before  s  and  m  my  abfence  the  ene« 
my  hath  fowed  tares  among  the  wheat,  and  is  gone 
his  way.  I  liftened  to  the  good  report  and  popular 
applaufe  that  was  given  to  me,  by  my  kind  folicitorsi 
of  a  preacher  whom  I  had  never  known  i  and  being 
much  put  to  it  for  a  fupply  in  my  abfence,  I  readily 
exchanged  with  an  incarnate  devil,  in  the  counter- 
feited rays  of  an  angel  of  light,  and  fo  left  my  charge 
with  one  of  the  lewd  hirelings,  who/e  fathers  I  %v$ul4 
have  difdamed  to  have  Jet  with  the  dogs  of  mj  flock. 
He  is  one  of  the  children  of  bafe  men,  he  is  viler 

than 
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liiiui  the  ear(h }   I  have  brayed  after  Jhim  as  afiferii 

^ak^  46r  he  hath  atteoipted  to  CKOludc  them  iOi 

ftom  Chrift>  that  they  might  afeS:  ihtni.    To  ibtae 

b^  ha th  been  a  very  lovely  £)ng,  to  others  a  buiUflr 

i:^  without  a  foundacioo^  and  the  kcibmg  ea»  of  othea 

iiave  been  Scratched  j    anofihcr»  mho^  iikc  J>at^ 

balih  been  foog  detained  as  aprtftner  jbefoire.fhe l^onds 

or^  like  Peter^  his  foul  haia  ,heen  m  chains  faefwem 

cwofeldiersj  I  mean  the  ifefli  japd  the^vilj  wa$-fo 

at  liberty  by  « ^vond^rful  defimtion  ctf*  the  two  ftooe' 

figitn-es  at  the  front  of  Bedilehem  Hofpotal  s   which 

definition  was  applied  to  ^^mab  wd'fizekuib^tht 

forxneo  the  preacher  faid  wa$  raving  ^mad }  acki  ^ 

latter^  melancholy  mad.    But  this  is  novWonder>  thft 

icribes  called  the  Mafter  of  the  houfe  Bedzcbubt  mA 

tiusgendeman  fays  the  fame  of  his  hoki&hdld^   but 

the  preacher  muft  go  this  ftrange  way  ihsongh  Jeri» 

€ho»  in  t>ider  to  luring  the  aforelaid  gentkman  ioto 

what  be  calls  liberty ^  though  to  this  day  he  is  bounds 

and  among  the  tomhs^  and  feeking  die  living  among 

the  dead.     Thofe  that  have  longed  for  pn^hedea 

upon  fmooth  things  and  upon  deceits^  have  beea 

gready  bkiled;  the  painted  fepulchres  have  ail  been 

touched  over  twice ;  the  whited  walls  have  .had  the 

bruih  ^pon.them»  and  the  toner  of  Babd  hath  :been 

ndiled  two  flociesi   the  diambers  of  imagery  love 

been  cleaned  and  fre&  painted^  but  none  of  the  :high 

places  haye  been  taken  away,  the  people  ftiU  Taenia 

fice  upon  them.     Some  who  were  never  ib  :low  as 

the  pots,  have  been  Uke  the  wings  of  a  dove  coeretsed 

with 
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with  filver^  and  their  feathers  with  yellow  golcL 
Others  are  in  the  higheft  featSj  who>  fo  far  item  beb^ 
delivered^  like  the  Hebrew  womenj  that  they  were 
never  fo  much  as  upon  the  ftook.  However^  I  am 
determined  to  make  no  leagues  with  thefe  Gibeon- 
ites ;  nor  will  I  treat  with  fuch  aoibafladors ;  their 
douted  flioesy  mouldy  breads  and  old  leather  bottles^ 
are  none  of  the  things  which  bring  glory  to  God  in 
the  higheft^  nor  peace  upon  earth,  much  lels  good  will 
toward  men*  Such  wretches  pretend  to  come  to  us 
becaufe  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God,  but  diey 
bring  none  of  thole  things  with  them  that  accompany 
6lvadon«  I  have  (hewed  my  determination  to  make 
|io  leagues  with  thefe  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  $  and  in  this  matter  I  am  brought  into  the 
iad  pvedicament  of  Ndkfmab.  Some  praife  the  good 
'  deeds  of  thb  Sanballar,  and  repeat  them  to  me,  who 
are  in  alliance  with  him ;  but  I  am  for  no  confede* 
lacy^^nor  do  1  dare  to  walk  in  the  way  of  them  that 
are  confederate.  This  I  have  refolved  in  my  mind, 
and  I  have  no  doybt  but  the  God  of  ITrael  will  be 
with  me  in  this  determmadon ;  for  I  know  that  by  this 
aian  the  devil  is  come  down  among  us,  having  great 
wrath,  becaufe  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  but  a  Ihorc 
dme;  and  I  know  that  Satan  hates  me  with  perfeft 
hatred,  i^r  my  dear  Mafter^s  fake.  The  old  ferpent 
feems  to  be  very  fiery,  and  ibme  of  his  crooked  ge* 
Deration  begin  to  hifs  not  a  litde  i  but  I  have  not 
broke  through  the  hedge,  therefore  I  do  not  think 
diat  he  or  they  can  hilt  me.    The  iiin  at  noon  day 

doth 
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doth  not  appear  more  confpicuous  to  mc,  than  the 
Ipirit  of  the  devil  comRimicated  by  this  man  i  and 

r 

as  God  hath  difcovered  this  to  met  ^nd  brought  me 
to  be  a  man  of  ftrife  and  contendon^  I  Ihall  be  em- 
boldened as  I  go  on. 

I  Jhall  he  a  bind  let  hofe.  Many  who  have  long 
£iwned  in  feigned  humility,  begin  to  grin  like  dogs, 
and  go  round  about  the  city  i  and  Ibme  who  have, 
in  the  general,  been  dumb,  begin  to  open  now.  I 
know  God  hath  fet  me  as  a  tower  and  a  fbrtrefi,  tp 
try  and  know  their  ways,  and  I  am  lure  that  they 
will  have  neither  dew  nor  rain  but  according  to  my 
word,  for  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  fpoken  by  mc 
But  at  this  dme  I  had  need  be  an  iron  pillar  and  a 
brazen  walls  for  I  am  fiire  that  they  will  fight 
ag^inft  me  wich  a  high  hand  and  ftretched  out  ann, 
and  in  great  wrath;  for  they  are  zealoufly  afit&ed,' 
but  not  well.  But  nothing  but  dieir  cruel  treatment 
to  me  will  ever  drive  or  wean  ..my  afiedtions  from 
them.  When  once  the  founding  of  my  bowels  are 
Hopped,  he  will  order  me  to  uke  the  fword,  and 
teach  me  the  ufe  of  the  bow.  FareweU;  be  of  good 
cheer,  and  pray  for  him  who  hath  fo  often  and  fo 
long  prayed  for  thee.    God  blefi  thee. 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 

Cborch-firect,  Paddington. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

« 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTONT. 

/ 


Itint^EI^D  Am  DtM,  grATHSR  in  TBB  TACTtl  Of 

May  ilie  peaee  of  God  rule  add  reigm  in  your 
iieart  fb  long  .as  you  are  m  your  earthly  tabernad^ 
•nd  enaUe  you  to  fpeak  to  odiers  as  an  inftrument  ia 
Ac  Lord's  band,  as  you  hare-done  to  me.  O !  bkb 
his  holy  ^ame  for  bringing  me  under  your  fiiiniftry ! 
Noc  but  he  could  ^ave  blefled  me  equally  liie  iame 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  ofl^  had  it  been  hk 
good  pkafure ;  but»  'Sirj  you  muft  have  the.  honour 
offpeakii^  his  word  to  me  as  his  mouthy  and  praifed 
be  his  holy  name  for  it. 

To  give  you  a  pardcukr  account  of  the  Lord^s 
deaUngs  with  me  is  more  than  I  can  do>  for  I  am 
what  I  always  was,  that  isj  a  poor  hand  at  writing; 
but^  for  about  a  year  and  three  quarters,  I  was  in 
dreadful  bondage^  and  I  thought  that,  inflead  of  the 
Lord's  blcifing  me,  he  was  going  to  dcftroy  mc  5 
and  you,  whom  I  formerly  took  to  be  my  fiiendj 
became  my  enemy,  but  it  was  for  telling  me  the 
truth.  O !  the  enmity  and  rebellion  that  worked 
8  in 
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in  my  wicked  heart!  none  cin  tell  but  them  that 
feel  it ;  and  all  againft  fo  good  and  gracious  a  Godi 
Ivhofe  thoughts  are  as  far  above  my  thoughts  as  the 
heavens  are  above  the  e^rthj  blels  his  precious 
harne^  for  his  name  is  an  ointment  poured  forth. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  April  laft  the  Lord,  by 
his  Spirit,  was  pleafed  to  vifit  me  in  ib  wonderful  a 
manner,  that  I  think  I  never  {hall  forget  it,  at  lead  I 
hope  I  fhali  not.  I  Was  about  my  work,  and  Aid* 
denly  I  felt  fuch  an  inward  change,  that  I  nevef 
ihall  be  able  to  defcribc.  I  faid,  What  is  it  ?  What 
can  it  be?  I  went  upon  my  knees  to  pray,  but 
prayer  was  turned  into  rejoicing  and  chankfgi^ing)* 
for  the  blefibd  Spirit  operated  fo  powerfully  upon 
my  foul,  that  he  made  me  call  God  my  Father, 
wluch  I  felt  a  relufbance  to  do,  and  withftood  it  as 
long  as  I  could ;  being  confcious  of  my  guilt,  like 
the  poor  publican,  durft  not  loqk  up  -,  but'  chefe 
words  came  with  fuch  power  to  my  foul,  //  is  a 
faithful  Jayingi  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Je^- 
Jus  Cbriji  came  into  the  world  to  fave  Jinners ;  which 
words  broke  my  heart  Thcfe  lines  in  Mr,  Hart's 
Hpmns  followed. 

Sinners  are  high  ih  his  efteem, 
And  finners  highly  value  him. 

Never  can  there  be  a  more  cordial  meeting  with  the 
nearcft  friends  in  the  flefli,  than  there  was  betwixt, 
Jcfys  Chrift/and  me  a  poor  fmner;  my  joys  were  fo 
very  great,  that  I  cried  out.   It  is  enough !     It  is 
Vol,  II,  N  enough  I 
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cnougli !  And  had  it  continued  |b^  I  could  no  more 
have  done  any  bufincfs  $  but  he  was  ple^fed  to  wttb- 
draw,  and  the  fenfible  lois  of  the  prefence  of  my 
Lord  was  almofi;  death  to  my  foul;  no  one  then  was 
company  for  me^  but  poor  Mary  Magdalene  in  her 
defcrted  ftate,  tbiy  have  taken  away  my  Lord^  and  I 
know  not  where  they  have  laid  him',  which  were 
the  very  feelings  of  my  foul ;  at  which  time  I  begged 
him  (x>  do  it  over  again,  which  he  did,  time  after 
time>  from  Thurfday  till  Sunday. 

1  was  not  at  the  chapel  on  Sunday  mornings 
which  I  was  not  forry  for>  for  I  could  not  have  con- 
tained tQyfelf^  my  heart  was  (6  broken ;  not  with 
Derror,  but  with  grief  that  I  fhould  crucify  the 
Lord  of  glory.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  hear  you^ 
but  I  had  loft  my  peace>  and  I  do  not  remember 
your  tcxt>  but  I  thou^t  the  whole  difcourfe  went 
againfl  me ;  I  thought  that  the  new  wine  had  been 
put  into  an  old  bottle,  and  that  the  botde  would 
burlt,  and  the  wine  be  fpillcd,  and  that  I  had  not 
got  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  Upon  me,  which  drove 
me  almoft  to  defperation.  In  this  condition  I  came 
homcj  and  continued  begging  the  Lord  to  come 
again;  and  on  the  next  day,  which  was  Monday, 
blefs  him,  he  did  come.  I  then  was  grieved  that  it 
had  not  been  done  under  your  miniftry.  I  went  to 
chapel,  begging  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fpealc 
to  me  by  you.  The  hymn  that  was  given  out  was 
compofed  from.  Is  not  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the- 
^fire  ?  I  had  loft  my  Comforter,  and  faid  to  mylelf, 

this 
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this  is  very  fuitable^  but  it  is  not  /or  me ;  there  I  fat 
fretting  and  mourning  for  my  Lord  to  come.  You 
took  your  text  out  of  John ;  And  I  foiU  prof  the 
Father^  mid  be  Jball  give  you  another  Conforter^  that 
be  nutf  ahide  with  you  for  ever.  In  opening  it  you 
{poke  much  upon  the  Trinity^  which  .was  a  grief  to 
mc,  for  I  wanted  cornet)  but  wh^n  you  began  to 
cMpkin  the  operadon  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  foul> 
had  I  told  you  aD  that  I  had  experienced^  you  codd 
not  have  laid  it  down  more  plain  than  you  did.  You 
told  me  it  was  not  me,  but  the  Spirit  in  me  witncfl^ 
ing  my  adoption^  and  that  made  me  cry^  Abba  Fa- 
ther )  You  treated  of  the  S{Mrit*s  being  an  earneft 
of  the  heavenly  glory^  and  made  a  comparilbn^that 
a  perfon  engaging  a  fervant  for  twenty  guineas  a 
year,  and  giving  one  as  an  earneft  to  bind  the  bar« 
gain>  but  at  the  year's  end  the  other  nineteen  was  to 
be  received ;  h  you  told  me  finom  the  pulpit  that  it 
was  the  cafe  with  me.  I  cried  outj  It  is  enough ! 
and  went  home  rejoicings  and  told  them  in  the  houfe 
what  God  had  done  for  my  foul. 

In  a  day  or  two  after,  a  perfon  called  on  me  and 
aftcd  me  how  I  was  for  clothing ;  it  rather  ftruck 
me,  but  I  replied,  Cbrijl  is  the  end  of  the  lata  for 
ri^eou/hefs  to  every  one  that  believes ;  they  told  me 
there  was  a  myftery  in  that,  and  I  muft  go  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  garden  to  get  at  it.  I  repied, 
The  effeSt  of  rigbteottfnefs  is  feace^  and  I  have  got  it. 
But  this  gave  me  no  imall  fhake,  and  made  me  to 
beg  hard  of  the  Lord  to  perfcft  the  work  he  had 

N  a  begun 


I 
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begun  on  my  foul,  as  it  was  all  his  owni  andj 
blefs  hinij  he  makes  us  pray  for  things  which  he 
dcfigns  to  givei  for  in  evjcry  fermon  you  preached 
afterwards  you  brought  forth  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chriftj  and  made  it  appear  plain  that  I  had  got  it> 
and  that  I  was  fafe  in  it. 

I  (hall  tire  you  with  reading  my  fcribble,  but 
mufl:  go  a  litde  further.  In  a  few  days  after,  when 
upon  my  knees  begging  of  God  to  guide  me  and 
keep  me  humble  at  his  feet,  and  telling  him  that  I 
was  not  fit  to  be  trufted  by  my fclf  alone,  thefe  words 
flowed  into  my  mind,  /  will  inftru5l  tbee,  and  lead 
thee  in  the  way  everkfting ;  which  then  was,  and  has 
been  many  times  fince,  a  great  fupport  to  me  in 
times  of  trouble,  and  when  under  the  hidings  of  the 
Lord's  countenance. 

Sir,  I  live  among  many  who  have  a  form  of  god- 
linefs,  but  I  fear  they  are  dcftitute  of  the  poweri  nay, 
I  believe  in  my  heart  that  fome  of  them  hate  it  and 
them  that  fpcak  of  it.  Someumes  I  have  found  gra- 
titude «nd  thankfulnefs  flow  out  to  the  Lord  for 
choofing  fuch  an  one  as  me  out  from  among  them, 
who  am  fo  vile  and  ignorant,  and  while  he  hath  left 
fo  many  behind  that  are  fo  wife  and  prudent ;  but 
they  read  the  Bible  to  us,  and  put  their  own  con- 
ftru^tions  on  it,  and  fpeak  againfl  the  doftrine  that 
you  preach,  though  I  know  it  is  the  truth;  this  puz- 
zles and  frets  me  fo  diat  I  can  fcarce  bear  to  fit  to 
hear  it;  but  this  I  do  know,  chat  the  Lord  opened 
this  door  to  me,  and  has  blefied  me  in  it,  fo  that  I 

^   am 
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am  afraid  of  doing  any  thing  \vithout  feeing  his  hand 
going  before  me. 

I  have  defired  often  to  Ipeak  to  you,  but  have 
been  afraid  to  come.  When  I  firft  began  to  write 
this^  I  was  very  happy  in  my  foul,  which  comfort 
came  under  a  difcourfe  which  you  had  preached. 
Then  I  thought  I  would  tell  you  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  me  under  your  miniftry,  but  a  fear  of  pride 
and  prefumption  feized  me,  fo  that  I  gave  over,  and 
locked  the  fcraps  up ;  but  finding  the  Lord  precious 
to  me  foon  after,  I  could  not  be  fatisfied  without  let- 
ting you  know  it.  I  thought  I  would  fend  a  few 
lines,  but  none  of  that  which  I  had  written  before  $ 
but  thefe  words  came  to  my  mind,  /5f^«/  /  have 
written^  I  have  written  \  fo  then  I  began  to  join 
more  to  the  old  piece,  and  have  blundered  on  thus 
farj  but  I  fear  in  fuch  a  manner  that  you  will  not  be 
able  to  read  it  i  but  it  is  the  truth,  and  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  and  may  the 
I^rd  blefs  you  and  yours.     So  prays 

Your  humble  fervant  and  fincere  follower^ 

L.A. 


N  3  LETTER. 
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LETTER.  XXX. 


To  L- 


MY  USTBX  AKD  DAVORTElt  tN  CHRIST  JISVS, 

Thine  epiftle  cacno  fafe  to  hand—a  love  letter 
written  under  the  influence  of  divine  love^  and  b  the 
blefled  eflfe&s  of  a  love-vifity  and  the  comfortable 
and  fure  tokens  of  the  divine  Wooer  and  everlafting 
Lover  of  poor  perifliing  finners.  Thou  art  in  co- 
venant with  Godj  within  the  bonds  of  itj  in  eternal 
union  with  him.  Upon  the  iervant>  upon  the  hand- 
xrmd,  he  hath  poured  out  his  Spirit.  Say,  Amen^ 
and  put  thy  feal  to  this — that  he  is  true ;  and  I  fay 
God  ftall  confirm  itj  that  the  Coalheaver  hath  one 
more  feal  to  his  commifllon>  one  more  fruit  to  his 
labour^  one  more  jewel  to  his  future  crown  of  joy 
and  rejoicings ,  and  God  (hall  add  to  me  another 
daughocr.  Labour  and  travail  in  foul  and  body  I 
do ;  and  not  a  few  children  appear  in  the  world  as 
the  blefled  effefb  of  my  labour  in  this  miferable  age 
of  empty  profefTion^  abounding  error,  and  fuper- 
abounding  iniquity.  I  have,  by  the  good  hand  of 
my  God  upon  me^  met  thee  in  the  covenant  Head, 

in 
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^in  the  unity  of  ^th  s  and  by  the  ties  of  love  I  am 
one  yrith  thee  in  the  chief  Corner  Stone :  and^  if  I 
never  fee  thee  in  the  fle(h>  I  (hall  meet  thee  with 
Abraham>  Ifaac^  and  Jacobs  in  die  kingdom  of 
God.  Every  member  of  the  old  man  will  annoy 
tfaeei  many  ibaresi  traps>  and  nets>  will  be  fet  and 
ipread  foi*  thee  by  Satan.  Beware  of  thele — beware 
of  men— butj  above  all>  beware  of  the  minifters  of 
Satan^  and  of  prefumptuous^  arrogant^  lafciviousj 
and  wanton  profeflbrsj  who  are  the  ^filth  of  Zion^ 
the  chaff  m  the  floor,  the  fpot$  in  oUr  fcafts,  the  hy- 
pocrites in  the  family,  the  allies  of  Satan,  and  the 
fuel  of  helL—- From  all  diefe  may  the  Lord  of  all 
lords  deliver  thee-*'Amen,  and  am*en»  &ys 

Thy  willing  fervant  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

0 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

Chuich-flreet,  F^didgtoa. 
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LETTER  XXXI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  DEAR  SIR^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  lad  favour^  and  kindly  thank 
you  for  it.  I  beg  you  would  put  yourfelf  to  no  in* 
'  conveniency  on  my  acGount>  though  I  much  long  to 
fee  you,  in  hope  of  receiving  a  fecond  benefit,  yet 
I  know  the  Lord's  time  is  the  bcft.  It  is  the  great- 
eft  fatisfaftion  to  me  to  hear  from  you,  as  I  know 
not  of  any  other  friend  and  helper  in  the  world  be- 
fi{les ;  and  truly  glad  am  I  to  hear  that  you  over- 
come and  tread  down  their  ftrength.  Could  I  as 
clearly  fee,  and  be  as*  fully  perfuadcd,  that  the  Lord's 
hand  will  be  feen  towards  me,  as  I  am  that  it  works 
for  you,  and  will  to  the  end,  I  fhould  then  be  very 
happy  5  but  unbelief  makes  me  ftaggcr,  and  doubt- 
ing the  defired  end  brings  me  at  times  nearly  to  the 
point  of  giving  all  yp,  and  to  run  away  fomewhere, 
I  know  not  where.  But  ftill  here  I  am,  moving  on 
fo  flowly  that  I  cannot  fee  that  I  go  at  all  >  yet  I  can 
fee,  by  your  writings,  that  I  know  more  and  more, 
and  that  I  learn  fomething  daily.  But  furcly  it  is 
light  given  to  one  whofe  w?y  is  hid,  and  whom  the 

Lor4 
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Lord  hedges  in.  I  have  feen  a  deal  of  the  Lord's 
goodnels^  much  loDg-fuffering  he  has  exercifed  to- 
wards me>  and  I  know  he  has  heard  my  prayer  in 
many  diings :  he  heard  me  and  helped  aie  when  I 
was  brought  lowj  and  none  but  himfelf  could :  he 
Ihcwed  me  my  awful  ftate  by  nature  and  by  prac-» 
tice>  and  the  myftery  of  iniquity  that  was  in  my  heart, 
together  with  my  daring  and  bold  prefumprion  on 
him  without  any  warrant  or  leave  from  him,  at  the 
fight  of  wluch  I  thought  there  was  no  mercy  for 
roe  I  but  he  was  pleafed  to  give  hope,  and  hope 
fupported  me,  and  has  to  this  day;  and  I  believe, 
too,  that  he  has  put  his  truth  in  my  heart  and  in  my 
mouth,  and  you  would  hardly  believe  with  what 
^afe,  light,  and  liberty,  I  can  of  late  deliver  it ;  but, 
after  all,  barren  I  am,  barren  are  my  thoughts,  bar-^ 
ren  is  my  heart,  unfruitful  and  unfuccefsful ;  yet 
there  is  a  iecret  fomething  that  tells  me  it  will  not 
be  fo  always »  but  I  cannot  believe  it,  becaufe  I  can 
fee  no  profpeft  of  it,  nor  the  lead  appearance  of  it ; 
looking  for  the  word  to  prevail  among  the  people, 
but  no  fign  of  it ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  do 
not  fall,  nor  are  they  likely  to  it,  as  I  can  fee ;  and 
indeed  how  can  I  expeA  it,  whilft  I  am  fo  barren 
myfelf.  I  have  been  more  pcftered  of  latei  with 
vain  and  evil  thoughts,  than  I  can  well  tell  you. 
I  have  cried  to  the  Ix>rd  againft  them,  and  he  is 
pleafed  to  remove  them  for  a  feafon,  but  they  return 
again.  I  know  Satan  tries  to  entangle  me,  but  he 
has  not  been  able  to  fuccced  yet,  and  I  hope  he 

never 
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never  wUL  There  b  ftich  «  deal  of  iiuqaitf  in  my 
heun,  and  fucfi  fretfblncfs  sad  rebelSoa  at  the  fight 
of  ic>  that  make$  me  fear  diat  the  Lord  tnxA  lay 
ibrer  troubles  oA  me  yet.  I  am  afiaid  that  the  word 
18  yet  lo  come;  diu  I  dreads  and  wilh  to  know  it 
foo.  And  indeed  I  can  hardly  believe  the  Lord 
will  let  me  go  fi*ee  with  ib  light  a  punilhment ;  for 
I  can  fee  very  clear,  that  it  was  but  little  in  cotnpa* 
riibn  with  my  deferts.  The  Lord  blefs  you^  and 
teach  you»  that  I  cnay-be  uught  s  for  I  know  that  it 
is  from  your  moudi  I  am  to  receive  it.  I  bdieve  dse 
Lord's  kind  providence  dtredbed  me  at  firft  to  look 
there^  nor  have  I  tooked  in  vain  ;  for  every  ftep  ! 
have  moved,  and  do  move,  is  either  by  a  word  from 
your  mouth  or  fixMn  your  wridngs :  and  may  God 
Ue&  you>  and  reward  you  for  it^  is  the  prayer  of 

J.J. 
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LETTER  XXXn. 


To  the  Rev,  J.  J- 


.  Thi  next  fpnp  \s  lafidy  anivcdj  and  it  is  very 
perceptible  to  me  that  we  gain  ground  $  the  outer 
man  gets  out  of  fitrour^  and  the  old  maa  gets  oot 
of  office  I  he  is  not  now  die  chief  Ipeaker^  &iih  and 
hope  are  almoft  as  loQd>  and  as  diftindly  heard>  as 
he  isi  be  now  and  then  puts  in  a  word  in  this  epiftle^ 
which  I  do  not  fo  much  wonder  at»  knowing  that 
every  fool  will  be  meddling ;  eipecially  when  fove« 
reign  Grace  is  going  to  put  an  end  to  all  ftrife  in 
die  court  of  confcience.  Thou  knoweft>  my  font 
that  thou  art  always  welcome  to  me^  undl  die 
crufe  of  oil  ftils,  and  the  barrel  of  meal  waftes; 
which  wiU  not  be  the  cafe,  till  God  fend  rain  upon 
the  earth,  until  the  cloud  of  witnefles  diftil  fueh 
ibowers  of  grace,  as  ihall  fill  the  earth  with  the 
knowle(%e  and  ^ry  of  God,  as  die  waters  cover 
the  iesH-^tjU  then  the  crufe  and  barrel  will  fpring 
in  ibme  poor  finner's  heart  or  other.  We  are 
both  in  qne  bagJp  my  fbns  the  fame  power  that 
kads  sne  on,  holds  you  up;  the  fenfible,  fefif-do* 
^airing^  fceking  fioner,  has  got  as  many  promiles 

as 
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as  the  (landing  faint.  As  to  running  away^  that  is 
the  old  (lory  over  again :  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as 
running  away  from  God,  there  is  no  going  from  hb 
Spirit,  there  is .  no  fleeing  from  his  prefence ;  if  wc 
go  into  heaven,  he  is  there  j  and  if  wc  make  our 
bed  in  hell,  he  is  there  alfo.  It  is  not  he  that  runs 
the  faftclt  that  wins  the  prize — the  race  is  not  to  the 
fwift ;  he  that  moves  flow  often  treads  fure,  becaufe 
he  pondereth  the  path  of  his  feet,  and  is  the  lefs 
liable  to  flumble  in  his  walk :  he  that  believes  Ihall 
not  make  halle.  The  captive  exile  is  not  to  go  out 
with  hafte,  nor  go  forth  by  flight  j  the  chief  Shep- 
herd will  go  before  him,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
will  be  his  rercward ,  he  ihall  refle<fl  upon  the  glory 
of  the  Lc^d  in  his  happy  deliverance,  and  fee  the 
leadings  of  his  providence,  and  the  light  of  his 
countenance  direfting  his  ways.  The  way  of  every 
coming  fmner  is  hid>  for  he  is  led  in  a  way  that 
be  kno.weth  not,  and  in  paths  that  he  hath  not 
known  j  and  if  hi^s  way  is  hedged  up  with  thorns, 
thefe  thorns  are  intended  to  prick  his  confcience, 
that  he  may  not  purfue  the  old  paths  of  the  de- 
ftroyer.  The  long-fuffering  of  God  toward  us, 
when  reflefted  upon  with  the  buddings  of  hope, 
and  the  expe<5latidns  of  pardon,  lead  us  to  repen- 
tance ;  wc.  begin  to  loathe  ourfelves,  and  to  feel  for, 
and  mourn  over,  a  much  abufed  Saviour.  This 
influence  is  pure  and  truly  evangelical,  and  not 
legal ;  for  legal  operations  lead  us  wholly,  to  pity- 
felG  and  to  rebel  againft  God.  ^Thc  former  is 
3  drawn 
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drawn  forth  by  believing  views  of  a  reconciled 
father,  the  latter  fprings  up  from  the  conceptions  of 
an  inexorable  judge.  Whatever  difcoverics  thou 
haft  had  of  the  linfulncfs  of  thy  nature,  thy  paft 
life,  and  of  thy  aflbmption  of  the  minifterial  office, 
without  either  call  to  it,  or  qualifications  for  it,  . 
ic  is  light  that  hath  made  it  manlfeft,  for  what- 
Ibevcr  doth  make  manifcft  is  light ;  wherefore  he 
faith.  Awake,  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  come  to 
Chrift,  and  he  fhall  give  thee  light.  God  hath 
done  great  things  for  thee  -,  how  many  poor,  blind- 
ed, prefumptuous,  young  coxcombs,  have  run 
into  the  facred  office,  blinded  and  puffed  qp  by 
Satan,  with  no  other  fanftion  than  that  of  old  wo- 
men. They  may  well  be  called  my  ladfs  men^ 
for  they  know  nothing  of  my  Lordi  but  God  hath 
arretted  thee,  and  undeceived  thee,  and  convinced 
thee  of  the  need  of  a  better  patron ,  while  num- 
bers of  them  are  left  to  run  on, ,  deceiving  and 
being  deceived,  and  darkening  counfel  by  words 
without  knowledge.  All  fruitfulncfs,  my  fon,  de- 
pends upon  union  with  the  living  Vine;  God 
doth  not  expeft  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from 
thiftles,  any  more  than  we  do.  All  that  are  in 
Chrift  by  the  Father's  choice,  and  that  are  pre- 
"  ferved  in  Chrift  and  called,  muft  be  purged  before 
they  can  bring  forth  fruit  i  tvcry  branch  in  that 
covenant  Head  the  Father  takes  in  hand,  and  thou 
muft  be  purged,  not  only  from  thy  old  fins,    but 

from 
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from  the  whole  of  thy  former  profeflTion,  from  thy 
former  miniftry,  and  from  all  thy  falfe  confidence 
in  it :  and  thefe  purging  draughts  are  not  palatable, 
diough  they  are  profitable;  bitter  herbs  moft  be 
eaten  with  the  paflbvcr-offcring,  and  we  muft  drink 
ef  the  wine  that  WiiBom  hath  mingled^  as  well  as 
of  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom.  The  work  goes 
fwcetly  on — God  works>  and  thou  canft  not  let  ic 
He  hath  long  worked  in  thee  to  will>  and  he  is  be* 
gtmring  to  work  in  thee  to  do  alfo— ^aith  is  ftrag« 
gling)  hope  is  abounding^  and  die  captive  exile  is 
haftening  that  he  may  be  loofedj  that  he  may  not 
<fie  in  the  int,  and  that  his  bread  may  not  fail,-— 
God  bids  him— 


W.H.  S.S. 
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tETTER  XXXIII, 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


I  CANNOT  but  return  many  and  fincere  thanki 
to  my  beft  of  friends  for  ihcfaruowj  andfwiei  morfd 
he  fent  me  in  hb  lafh  There  I  found  it>  and.  I  ea.C 
it,  and  it  was  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my^  heart. 
Some  hints  drc^ied  in  it  led  me  into  a  large  field  i 
and  the  matter  was  fo  foitable  and  apj^cable  to  my 
own  cafe^  that  I  am  perfiiaded  none  but  he  who 
knows  our  thoughts,  and  wants  too^.  could  dired: 
you  to  fend  ic  O !  how  fweet  is  the  light!  and  a 
plea&nt  thing  it  is  for  die  eyes.  tQ  behold  the  fun« 
But  I  am  unworthy  of  the  leaft  of  his  mercies.  O I 
what  X  heaven  it  is  to  enjoy  his  preience,  though  is 
is  but  a  licde !  I  cannot  deibribe  unto  you  what  a 
comfortable,  fweet,  and  glorious  feafon  I  had  laft 
Sunday  ni^t,  in  delivering  a  difcourfe  from  that 
portion! — In  that  dOjf  it  Jball  bt  /aid  ta  Jerufalenh 
Fear  Aon  not:  and  to  Zion^  LeJt  not  thine  hands  be 
flack.  I  could  not.  but  be  afioniflied  at  my  light, 
the  power  L  felt,  my  readinefs  to  fpeak,  and  the 
homc-ftrokcs  I  could  give  thfi  confolence  of  the  (in- 
ner, and  dicn  go  away  without  {^pping  to  belabour 

hin^ 
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him  for  half  an  hour  together  with  the  terrors  of 
God,    which,  I  believe,   only  confounds,  darkens, 
and  hardens  him.    Nor  was  I  elated  or  carried  away 
with  glee  i   but  a  fwcet;  humbling,  melting  frame^ 
followed,  fuch  as  I  feel  at  ceruin  feafons,  particu- 
larly of  late,  in  private  with  the  Lord.     O  I  how  I 
do  like  fuch  feafons  of  weeping  and  mourning  at  his 
feet !     But  oh !  fuch  as  thefe  come  but  feldom  I   I 
wifti  they  were  oftencr.     I  delight  much  in  themi 
nor  do  I  wilh,  at  prcfent,  to  be  raifcd  higher^  nor 
afpire  to  high  things.     It  is  my  wifli  that  die  Al- 
mighty would  humble  me  as  much  as  he  plea£es; 
and  that  his  blefled  Spirit  would  give  me  much  of 
this  godly  forrow :   godly  forrow  I  hope  it  is,  for  I 
find  my  fpirit  much  meekened  under  it,  mor^  re-* 
figned  to  the  Lord'^  will  and  way ;  and  it  is  my  delire 
that  he  would  not  fufFer  me  any  more  to  contend 
with  him  for  my  own  way,  for  he  has  never  come 
in  that  yet.     When  I  have  prayed  him  to  remove 
my  pain,  my  troubles,  diftreflcs,  and  darknels,  and 
to  make  me  eafy  and  comfortable,  I  have  not  flic- 
ceeded ;  but  when  I  have  afked  for  patience  to  bear, 
and  refignation  to  his  will,  he  has  hearkened  to  me, 
and  I  find  he  gives  it  me.     Why  ftiould  he  take  the 
yoke  from  the  neck  of  fuch  an  untoward,  reftleis, 
ftubborn  bullock,  that  was  never  accuftomed  to  it 
before,  and  was  fo  loth  to  bow  his  neck  under  it  ? 
and  why  (hould  he  let  a  proud  afpiring  rebel  into  die 
higheft  room,  before  he  has  fat  in  the  lowcft  place  ? 
He  never  will  do  (o.    We  muft  firft  fit  alone  and 

keep 
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keep  filence.  Indeed  I  find  the  iowcft  place  a  fweet 
JGcuadon  5  I  never  thought  it  was  fo.  I  had  formed 
an  idea  of  a  dreadful  hole;  I  looked  for  and  expe&ed 
greater  puniChment  >  I  lived  in  expedtation  of  more 
wrath  revealed,  and  my  chains  to  be  yet  made  hea- 
vier>  and  can  hardly  believe  fomehbw  that  tlie  Lord 
will  let  me  efcape  fo  light.  I  have  long  feared  and 
dreaded  greater  torments;  l>ut,  inllead  of  that,  quiet-^ 
nels  and  peace  I  feel,  and  hope  and  joy  fpringing  up 
within.  I  cannot  teli  you  now  that  I  can  fee  my 
life  fecured ;  but  I  can  tell  you  that  I  am  at  prefent 
qukf,  happy»  and  comfortable,  come  what  will  of 
me.  O !  my  friend,  and  dearly  beloved,  go  on ! 
no  enemy  fhall  ever  prevail  againft  you ;  every  one 
that  contradicts  ihall  be  found  a  liar ;  what  they  Ihall 
(ay  or  do  ftands  for  nothing ;  but  what  God  hath 
iaid  will  fbmd  for  ever.  ^  My  cold  is  fomething  bet* 
ten    God  blefs  you. 


J.J. 


Vol.  II.  O  LETTER 


t     *54    ) 


LETTER  XXXIV, 


To  tRe  Rev.  Mr.  J 


I  AM  thankfcl  to  my  Gt)d>  my  jfbn9  that  afff 
moricl  of  favotiry  meat  i  ihouM  be  communw 
catcd  to  Ace  tHrotigh  the-  inftrumentality  of  fo  tin* 
worthy  a  fcrvant.  There  ^re  very  few  whom  <jo4 
liath  quickened;  and  to  whom  he  haih  ^ven  % 
keen  appecke  after  ^iritual  provilion,  bist  what 
can  eat  of  the  difhes  of  my  cooking :  dte  fbH  foiii 
k>atheth  the  honeycomb,  but  to  the  hungry  ibul 
every  bitter  thing  is  fweetj  even  reproofe;  rebukes^ 
burdens,  fears,'  terrors,  wrath,  and  bondage,  to 
ibch  a  foul,  are  .better  than  nothing;,  and  if  the 
heart  be  made  honeft,  he  had  rather  have  theic 
than  be  at  eafe.in  Zion.  I  am  much  delighted 
at  thy  admiflion  into  fo  large  a  field ;  I  hope 
Ihortly  to  hear  of  thy  getting  out  of  that  ftrait  into 
a  brge  place,  where  there  (hall  be  no  ftraitnefs^ 
and  that  he  will  let  thy  feet  in  a  large  room« 
Light  is  fwcet  only  to  thofe  who  have  been  in  the 
dark  regions  of  the  fbaddw  of  death,  all  others  hate 
the  light,  nor  will  they  come  to  it.  The  wonders 
that  you  performed  in  the  pulpit  do  not  in  the  leaft 
furprife  me ;  I  expedb  ihortly  to  hear  the  old  report 

repeated 
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tepeated— namelyi  ^/  JH^  is  rifm  again  firm  the ,. 
iioi^  mii  that  imghtj  ^wks  do  fi^ew  forth  thtm^ 
Jthes  4n  him*  It  is  tf  ue^  the  cerrors  of  God»  and 
the  flames  l>f  wrath,  cannot  woo  nor  win  the  heart,, 
•in  the  {>fc(ciit  ftace  that  man  is  in  dirough  thefalL 
The  carntfl  mind  is  enmity  againH:  God,  and  the 
daW  Work^th  wwh.  The  tnorc  the  terrors  of  the 
law.  operate  on  the  finncr's-  heart,  the  more  the  en- 
outy  and  rebellion  of  £he  (inner  is  ftirred  up  againfl: 
it,  till''  die  very  gulf  hfidf  ;a|ypears  to  be  open  be« 
cweea  God  and  the  ibuls  <ind,  until  Chrift  appears, 
there  can  be  no  way  of  reconciliation  open,  nor 
«ny  hope^  nearnefsand  accefs,  much  leis  of  com- 
-ftuiniotl  and  feUowfhip,  and  an  eternal  enjoyment 

* 

of  his  pneftnce  in  heaven.  The  carnal  mind  cannot 
*e  (Ufejea  to  the  law  of  God,  but  wffl  rebel  and 
^htagainft  it,  as  long  as  the*  law  difchargcs  one 
^urfe  at  the  finner,  even  if  this  war  Ihouid  con- 
tinue to  all  eternity  \  for  there  is  no  word  of  re- 
conciliation, nor  mediator,  in  the  difmal  regions  of 
hopelels  prifoners.  Mod  fecking  finners  arc  much 
out  in  their  expeftations  of  the  firft  glorious  ap- 
pearance of  Chrift  to  them ;  they  exped  fubmiflion, 
fneeknefs,  contrition,  godly  forrow,  patience,  re- 
pentance, humility,  &:c«  &c.  to  operate  previous 
to  his  coming  as  io  many  preparatory  operations 
^ther  to  engage  him,  allure  him,  or  elfe  to  pave 
the  way  for  him;  but  for  my  part  I  had  none  of 
thefe  harbingers  or  forerunners.  There  was  no- 
diing  in  me  but  guilt,  fhame,  fear^  rebellion,  def- 

O  2  pcration^ 
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peradonj  aiu}  downright  madnels,  an4  a  dctenni- 
nation  to  fcek  his  face  aod  fue  for  merqr  no  more. 
At  this  time  he  came  s  and  he  brought  aU  that  was 
good  along  with  him.  His  reward  was  wUb  bim% 
and  his  work  before  bim ;  and  the  firft  view  that 
ever  my  fairh  had  of  him^  was  that  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father^  fuU  of  grace  and  crudi ; 
and  out  of  his  fulneis .  t  received^  and  that  grace 
for  grace ;  for  the  law  came  to  me  (with  the  acco* 
fations)  of  Mofes^  but  grace  and  truth  came  to  my 
ibul  by  Jefus  Chrift^  who  filenccd  Mofes  as  my 
Advocate,  and  anfwered  all  his  demands  as  my 
Surety;  and  fent  him  off  from  the  mount  of  tranf- 
figurauon>  while  Jefus  and  his  poor  difciple  were 
left  alone,  admiring  and  wondering  at  each  Other« 
He  fecmed  plcafed  that  he  had  caught  the  loft 
Iheep,  and  I  wept  for  joy  that  I  had  found  the 
chief  Shepherd*  I  believe  that  the  miniftering 
angels  attended  on  ,me  before  Jefus  came,  and 
that  it  was  they  who  articulated  the  word  that  God 
fpoke  to  me ;  but  I  believe  that  there  were  none 
(tandmg  near  when  the  firft  glorious  vifit  was  paid, 
and  the  marriage  knot  tied.  It  was  fomething  like 
the  marriage  of  our  firft  parents*;  God  the  Father 
draws  us  ,to  the  fecond  Adam,  as  Eve  was  brought 
to  the  firft,  or  elfe  we  (Jbould  never  come  $ 
the  Spirit  reveals  the  wedding  garment  to  faith, 
and  faith  puts  it  on,  and  Chrift  imqiediately  eori* 
braces  the  foul  in  his  own  robe,  and  becomes  one 
Ipirit  with  it,  and  the  fole  and  whole  poflcffpr  of 
7  it. 


(  i$7^  ) 
ic  Thy  prelent  ieniations  under  the  operation  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  wiU  humble  thee^  ftrip  thee^  and 
empty  thee^  more  than  all  the  terrors  that  have 
gpne  before  $  nothing  can  ftand  before  the  rufhing 
mighty  wind  that  Ulls  the  houie^  and  that  proclaims 
the  great  Delivei^er^  and  the  year  of  jubilee  at 
hand.  Thy  expeftations  of  more  wrath  fpring  from 
a  conlcioufnefs  of  thy  juft  defers  -,  but  God  exadts 
of  us  far  Icfs  than  our  iniquities  dcferve — he  hath 
never  dealt  with  us  according  to  our  fins^  nor  re- 
warded according  to  our  iniquities.  He  days  the 
rough  wind  in  the  (}ay  of  the  eafl:  wind,  left,  like 
Jonah>  we  faints  and  choofe  death  rather  than  life. 

God  blefs  thee>  &c. 

4 
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LETTER    XXXV. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 


MY  DEARLY  BBLOVID  FATHBR  IN  CHRIST^ 

Gra^ff,  mercy ^  and  peace^attend yoUy  frem  €$4 
the  Father i  and  Cbrtft  Jefus  our  Lord. 

I  THANK  God,  whom  I  laracly  fcrvc,  with  pure 
confcience  (as  touching  one  part),  that  without 
ceafing  (when  I  am  in  my  right  mind)  Y  have  re- 
membrance of  you  in  my  prayers,  grcady  defiring 

to  fee  you  at  B and  G ,  cfpecially  if  I  could 

conceive  that  you  Mfrould  meet  me,  not  as  k  pa/lor^ 

but  as  the  poor  crawling  tailor  of  B-* .    What  I 

iay  is  not  a  jeft,  but  a  real,  genuine,  experimental 
truth,  and  fo  you  will  find  it :  neverthelefs,  I  think 
we  ihould  all  jump  for  joy  if  the  Ixrd  would  per- 
mit you  to  come  amongft  us,  and  I  hope,  with  the 
reft  of  us,  that  he  will ;  for,  be  allured,  that  our 
hearts  and  houfcsi  fuch  as  they  ar^ j  will  all  be  open 
to  you. 

I  received  your  kind  letters,  and  am  aihamed  of 

myfelf  for  giving  you  fo  much  trouble  i  may  God 

I  reward 


/ 
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trwafd  you,  and  I  truft  he  will  There  is  loriie 
^ron(<dation  to  be  drawn,  when  I  find  that  in  fome 
tneaiure  1  fee  eye  to  eye  with  youj  I  can  find  the 
effeA  of  your  correfpondence  with  ^e  is  gradualljf 
(his:  Satan  gets  expoied,  truth  gets  .cleared^ up»  and 
tinyfelf  in  ibme'meafure  eftablUhed;  lb  that  I  hope,^ 
iyy  this,  by  trials,  and  by  truth,  (  (hall  at  length  be 
more  eftabfifhed  in  the  faith.  I  have  been  in  thofe 
•chambers  of  imagery  you  fpeak  of^  and  am  not  al^ 
^together  quit  of  them  to  this  day ;  I  am  glad  yoir 
mentioned  them.  I  uied  to  be  glad  when  nighe 
came,  when  aH  buftle,  noife,  and  diftra(3ion  of  the 
Vforid  ceafed,  that  I  might  be  free  to  recoUeft,  to. 
pray,  and,  if  I  could,  to  meditate  -,  but  when  I  have 
iJecn  the  moft  intent  in  prayer,  thefe  intruding  vi- 
£tants  would  <:ome^  fo  that  I  mufb  attend  upoa 
them:  I  could  not  conceive  the  occafion  of  them, 
or  h6w  they  came  i  I  ufed  to  think  it  was  my  own 
vain  imaginations,  or  that  it  was  fomething  like, 
when  I  was  a  child,  I  ufcd  to  prcfs  my  eyes  with  my 
Jiand,  which  produced  to  my  underftanding,  or  to 
the  eye  of  my  mind^  various  coloured  phantom^ 
fuch  as  blue^  red,  &c.  but  thefe  figures  ufcd  te 
4Come,  for  the  mofl  part^  when  I  was  the  moft  clofe- 
iy  engaged  in  prayer^  and  it  has  bc^  fo  effe<Eted 
ifometimes,  that  die  eye  of  my  mind  has  been  clofely 
ifaccd  upon  thefe  things  before  J  have  been  aware, 
though  but  juft  before  I  h^ave  been  groaning  out  my 
heart  before  God  in  fcrycncy  of  foul  s  but  wJicn  i 
ijbavc  |)erc;cived  it,*  I  have  been  put  m  jconfefion  and 

O  4.  diforder. 
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dllbrder.  Sometimes  there  would  be  prefented  a 
beautiful  *  ♦  ♦,  neat  *  t  •,  and  every  way  attrad- 
ing  and  fuicable  for  what  the  devil  intended ;  fome- 
times  would  be  introduced  various  *  *  *  &ccs.  and 
Satan  would  change  them  very  fiift^  firft  one,  and 
then  another,  that  I  might  be  kept  in  amufe- 
xnenf  with  variety ;  and  fometimes  he  has  prefented 
the  moft  terrible  objc£b,  and  frightful  figures^  that 
I  hardly  think  ever  eyes  beheld,  firfl:  one,  and  then 
another,  that  I  have  even  (hrunk  and  trembled  at 
the  very  fight  i  and  with  thcfe  things  I  have  been 
amufed,  or  rather  difordered,  betimes,  for  a  long 
dme  together.  I  began  to  think,  if  it  proceeded  as 
related  above,  that  I  could  bring  them  to  myfelf; 
and  at  night  I  tried,  but  I  found  I  could  do  no  (iich 
thing :  then  I  i>Pg^  to  confider  what  tendency  they 
had,  and  I  ioon  found  that  they  led  my  mind  from 
God,  or  kept  me  from  coming  to  him;  and  here  I 
(fpied  the  cloven  foot,  and  ufed  my  weapons  againft 
him  accordingly,  and  he  has  not  been  with  me,  in 
(his  way,  and  with  fuch  powerful  force,  fiuce  \  he 
i)ow  only  comes  in  that  way  as  a  fhort  vifitant,  ^uxl 
is  gonp  again,  fof  I  verily  believe  he  knows  that  I 
can  put  my  hand  upon  that  cockatrice-den.  Your 
letter  gave  a  good  deftl  of  light  to  me  concerning 
this  very  thing ;  thefe  are  fome  of  the  high  things 
St.  Paul  fpeaks  oC  that  would  exalt  themfelves 
againft  the  knowledge  of  God>  which  our  God 
mercifolly  cafts  down  in  all  his  eleft;  and  I 
yiijki  I  could  lay  that  all  my  imagmadons  that  ^re 

contrary 
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contrary  to  his  wUl  were  caft  down  0o,  and  that 
every  thoqght  niight  be  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift ;  and^  according  to  my  prefent 
feelings^  I  put  my  hearty  Amen. 

My  dearly  beloved,  the  contents  of  your  letters 
reipefiiing  my  being  a  preacher  has  troubled  me 
very  much ;  you  have  gotten  from  a  fuppoHcion  to 
a  pofitive  declaration^  that  it  has  been  revealed  to 
you  fome  time :  I  declare  it  made  me  tremble  like 
an  afpen  leaf.  I  can  no  longer  look  upon  the  matter 
as  I  have  done  in  dmes  pad;  there  is  no  one  can  tell 
the  trouble  that  I  have  in  my  mind  about  it :  if  I 
look  into  myf<;}f,  I  find  no  ability  or  qualification  for 
its  if  I  look  into  the  Bible,  I  find  it  a  lealed  book$ 
if  1  look  to  God,  I  have  not  lately  had  any  accels ; 
if  I  look  to  my  fituation  b  life^  my  way  feems 
hedg^g  up  i  if  I  look  to  the  people,  I  am  quite 
confounded  s  if  I  run  unfent  of  God,  I  can  expeft 
nothing  but  his  curfe  i  and  if  I  keep  back  contrary 
to  his  will,  I  can  expedt  nothing  but  (what  I  am 
^featly  afraid  of)  his  rod.  If  ever  a  poor  creature 
needed  the  prayers  of  the  children  of  God,  I  do ; 
therefor^  let  me  beg  of  you,  and  thofe  that  really 
fear  God,  to  increat  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  on  my 
beha)f,  that  thefe  crooked  things  may  be  made 
ibraight,  and  that  thefe  rough  places  may  be  made 
plain.  And  yet  what  puzzles  me,  my  converfation 
is  made  a  blefiing  to  the  people ;  for  there  is  feldom 
or  ever  a  fabbath-night  comes,  but  Ibme  one  or 
other  gets  a  blefUng ;  almoft  all  the  church,  at  one 

time 
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iHne  or  other,  hath  received  a  blefling  tkratigli  mf 
convcrfarion,  and  tbcy  fcetn  att  ga{»Dg  in  high  ev*^ 
pcdarion  that  I  Ihall  be  paftor'over  them.  To 
keep  away  from  them  I  dare  noc^  to  go  to  ^tycvn  % 
am  afraid* 

Some  dme  back  I  had  a  dream:  I  feldom  mmce 
dreams,  becaufe  they  may  be  occafioned  by  varbus 
things,  but  I  thought  there  was  femetbing  fiogidar 
in  this.— *I  dreamt  I  was  in  a  large  broad  ^$£tf 
k  was  a  ihallow  pond,  and  the  water  was  only  up  t9 
the  ancles,  and  here  I  was  fi(bing ;  but  fbmehow 
the  waiLcrs  left  the  jdace,  and  the  fifli  were  left  w 
hoks ;  I  faw  them  ftruggling  in  the  holes,  with  their 
taib  in  the  water,  and  their  mouths  gaping  for  the 
water,  with  therr  eyes  and  their  mouths  fteadfaftljr 
directed  toward  me;  they  had  fpeckks  upon  themi 
I  thought  they  were  ftsch  fiih  as  I  had  never  iceii 
before,  and  I  could  not  tell  which  way  to  lay  hold 
of  them :  I  remember  fomebody  faid  they  came  from 
London  about  ten  years  (ince,  but  a  certain  perfoii 
gave  a  ihout,  and  I  awoke,  and  behold  it  was  a 
dream.  It  was  made  out  to  me  the  next  day,  to- 
wards night,  that  it  was  a  ^type  of  the  church  ftate 

at  G ,  which  I  found  in  fome  fenfe  to  anlwer 

very  much  indeed ;  and  there  is  Tome  part  of  it^ 
even  at  this  prefcnt  period,  made  evident ;  and 
there  is  fomething  yet  to  come :  the  people's  eyesf 
mouths,  ears,  and  hearts,  are  at  this  dme  gaping  in 
^xpedation  of  a  blefling  through  me,  and  I,  a  poor 
Mnd  fool,  iuiow  not  how  to  lay  hold,  what  IQ  fay,  or 

bow 
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how  to  ad;  but  at  prefent  I  go  loaded  duthcr,  and 
come  home  again  tbe  fame.  They  have  been  at  tae 
CO  r^d  a  chapter^  as  you  mendoncd  in  a  former 
letter^  and|  if  I  £iw  any  thing  in  it>  only  to  give 
them  ifry  thoughts ;  at  laft  I  agreed^  and  laft  fab* 
bath  was  the  firft  time*  Lately,  when  I  came  bomc^ 
I.  begged  cf  God,  if  dus  was  confident  widihis  will, 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  dtre£t  me  to  a  chapter, 
and  enfi^en  my  mderftanding  in  it ;  I  think  I  had 
not  been  len  mimiies  before  thefe  words  came  acrofa 
my  mind  (a  Cor.  v»  i4^)  tbaf  G^d  was  in  Cbrift^ 
fe€$fi€iling  thi  Vforld  unip  bim/ilf,  ml  imptaing  their 
trejjfojfis  wao  tbim.  However  I  was  all  the  week, 
till  FHday,  muddling  with  the  fore  part  of  the  chap-. 
tef,  the  pooreft,  diftrefledeft  creature  living,  pray- 
ing  and  groaniiig)  but  I  cotdd  not  get  on.  This 
ftm^  day  I  received  a  letter  from  our  beloved  friend 

j^r.  O ^  which  was  a  fitcle  confolation  to  me, 

a^d  through  \i  I  was  led  more  to  the  particular 
words  that  I  had  on  (abbath-night,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  fenfatsons  that  I 
felt ;  but  I  read  the  chapter  and  told  them  what  I 
&w,  at  lead  fb  far  as  I  could  utter  it ;  when  \  came 
to  the  tpth  vcrfe,  I  endeavoured  to  fay  fomething 
more  froih  %  for  I  faw  it  contained  the  commiflloa 
that  is  given  to  every  real  minifter  of  the  gofpe!, 
and  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  whole ;  I  at* 
tempted"  to  ftiew  (but  very  lamely  and  with  a  deal 
of  fliame)  how  God  was  reconciled  through  Chrifi^ 

and 
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and  that  he  was  ftill  reconciling  by  his  Spidt ;  I 
ftewed  how  I'iaw  God  in  the  law,  and  how  I  law 
him  in  Chrift ;  I  endeavoured  to  bring  it  hooae  in 
the  experience  and  application  of  it»  but  I  was 
quite  confounded:  there,  thought  I  to  myfel^  is 
not  this  fufficient  for  you,  are  you  not  fatisfied 
now,  that,  you  have  no  bufinels  with  thefe,  things  i 
My  anfwer  wasj  Quite  latisfied  indeed ;  and  con- 
cluded that  I  was  one  of  thofe  pxcfumptuous  fools 
that  mud  be  meddling  i  but  diis  is  the  laft  time* 
Yet  for  all  this  my  mind  was  led  to  fpeak,  and  I 
thought*  I  had  a  litde  light  into  fome  of  the  focret 
workings  of  fome  parts  of  my  former  experience, 
that  how  a  man  might  iay,  and  be  fure  in  his  un« 
derftanding  and  reafon,  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
coming  by  the  works  of  the  law;  yet  for  .all  this 
the  law  works  fomedmcs  fo  fecredy  in  experience, 
that  they  could  not  tell  what  was  the  matter  widi 
them,  nor  what  quarter  it  came  from.  I  pointed 
out  the  fonfations,  and  alfo  their  thoughts  in  thoie 
times,  and  the  drift  and  tendency  they  had,  that 
the  native  enmity  and  rebellion  of  the  hedrt  was 
ftirred  up,  and  coldnefs,  deadneis,  darkneis,  and 
confufion,  were  the  confequences  $  here  Chrift  pro- 
fited nothing,  for  they  were  hewing  out  to  them- 
felves  ciftems,  broken  cifterns  that  could  liold  no 
water,  and,  fo  far  as  in  them  lay,  were  rejecting 
the  counfel  of  God  againft  thetpfclves,  and  over- 
tyrning  God's  appointed  way  in  the  lalvadon  of 

finners. 


(    aos    ) 

iinnersy  and  proved  that  it  was  of  more  confer 
quence  than  it  feemed  to  be;  I  Ihewcd  that  the 
law  required  perfedion,  which  was  no  where  to  be 
found  but  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  the  gofpel  required 
nothing  but  fenfible  finners^  without  that  monef 
that  they  wanted^  or  that  price  that  ikey  would 
fain  bring  for  it;  for  /^  bim  ibal  warhetb  mt^ 
but  beli€vetb  on  bim  ibat  jufiifiitb  tbe  ungodly^  bis 
fiiib  is  counted  for  rigbteoufiie/sy  &c.  And  by  the& 
means  the  lecret  counfels  of  their  hearts  were  made 
*  maiu£eft>  and  I  came  home  to  their  very  feelings, 
and  I  believe  fome  of  them  were  ready  to  Iay»  tbat 
God  was  in  me  of  a  trutb, 

I  have  given  you,  my  beloved  friend,  a  fhort 
uncouth  account  of  our  going  on,  and  we  all  hope 
to  fee  your  face  this  fummer,  which  we  (hall  pray 
for;  and  if  the  Lord  will  permit  you  to  come^ 
we  fhall  be  glad  if  you  wiU  let  us  know  a  fort- 
night before,  as  we  would  let  the  friends  know 
round  about  us.  I  muft  beg  that  you  will  write 
to  me -the  firft  opportunity;  in  the  mean  dme  I 
(hall  beg  of  God  to  dire&  you.  Pleafe  to  give 
my  love  to  Mr.  O  ,   and  tell  him -not  to 

be  furprifed   at  my  not  writing  to  him   at  this 

time ;   for,  from  what  I  heard  Mr,  B —  fay, 

I  expcft  he  will  be  down  amongfl:  us  this  month, 
and  gladly  will  he  be  received ;  but  how  they 
Jiave  fetdcd  it  I  don't  know.  Give  my  love  to 
your  fpoufe,  and  aD  that  love  Jefus  Chrifl:  in  fin- 

ccrity 
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cericjr  and  trudi ;  end  let  me  beg  an  intcstft  in 
your  prafcrsj  tfiat  the  Lord  wotdd  guide  aod  di- 
roft  me  according  to  die  counfel  of  his  own  will; 
tjT  the  tilings  diat  trwbk  me  now  are  the  greatcft 
that  ever  came  -acrbis  me,  next  co  die  ialvadon  of 
my  ibuly  and  if  ever  a  poor  wretch  wanted  counfel, 
(dincAionj  and  prayer,  I  do. 

May  die  Lord  hk&  you>  and  keep  you  aliw^ 
and  in  ptofperity  in  your  own  ibul,  and  grant  you 
onward  a  burning  laving  zeal  for  Us  coufe  and 
intereft,  is  die  prayer  xjf  your  unworchy  brother  in 
trtbuladon  and  afiU&ion^  and  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Jefus  Ghrift» 

A.  R. 


K.  B.   The  friends  defire  their  kind  love  to  you, 
likewile  my  wife. 


LETTER 
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LEtTEBL  XXXVL 


To  Mr.  A R — ,  at  -5— ^. 


The  cpiftic  of  my  foii  arrived  fafe^  and  riiutnbff 
^dumk  him  for  Vis  kind  invitacionj  as  I  do  purpofe 
to  fct  thb  iny  fon's  face  once  in  the  flefti  before  my 
final  difnfrifTion  from  the  (bge  of  aftion.  ShouM 
God  grant  me  this  favour,  and  direft  mjr  way  to 
you,  <HDme  when  I  may  I  am  fure  that  I  fbaD  come 
to  yoo  m  the  fiillncfs  of  the  bleflings  of  the  gofpel 
of  peace.  The  outcry  that  Satan  (by  his  trumpet- 
ers) ratfes  agiinft  me  and  my  books,  is  among  the 
all  things  that,  work  for  good,  and  will  fall  out  for 
the  furfheraiice  of  the  go^l :  by  theft  means  the 
curiofity  of  feme  will  be  excited ;  the  critic  will  be 
prompted  to  try  his  (kill  upon  me ;  the  wife  and 
prudent  to  make  full  proof  of  their  judgment ;  the 
^envious  bond-child  will  come  to  hear  for  himfel^  in 
hopes  of  being  confirmed  in  his  malice  and  envy; 
the  doubting  foul  will  pray  to  have  the  writing  oa 
the  flelhly  tables  of  his  heart  read  and  interpreted ; 
and  the  ftarving  foul  will  expeft  a  morlel  of  the 
bread  of  life.  Thefe  envious  (lirs  and  evil  reports 
are  harbingers  Hod  heralds  permitted  1^  God  to 

awakca 
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awaken  and  aroufe  a  neighbourhood^  and  to  gather 
diem  together  from  every  quarter ;  and  come  they 
lhall>  if  they  belong  to  Chrift,  notwithftanding  all 
the  caudons,  warnings>  and  charges^  that  ihall  be 
given  them  to  the  contrary.  Every  labourer  has 
his  line  of  labour,  all  his  work  is  appobted  to  him. 
No  foul  under  heaven  ihall  ever  do  one  branch  of 
that  work  which  is  allotted  to  me.  I  muft  perform 
my  ta(k,  and  {land  in  my  lot ;  I  muft  fight  my  own 
iight^  and  finifli  my  own  courfe :  The  righteous  and 
the  wifcy  and  ibeir  works,  are  in  the  banJ  of  God:  no 
man  knowetb'  either  love  or  hatred  by  aU  that  is  before 
bim  I  though  every  faint  knows  it  by  the  love  of  God 
within  him. 

THe  dream,  my  (on,  is  from  God.  The  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net  caft  into  thejea.  The  gof- 
pel  in  the  power  of  it  is  very  entangling,  and  when 
a  poor  (inner  is  taken  and  efie&ually  wrapped  up  in 
it,  though  it  feems  a  weak  and  fimple  thing^  yet  it 
holds  exceeding  faftj  and  the  more  the  finner 
{dunges,  the  more  he  is  bound ;  and  yet  it  is  eafy 
and  very  pleaiant  when  he  can,  with  unfeigned,  fub- 
mifllon,  compofe  himfel^  refign,  and  lay  ftilL 

//  is  caji  into  the  Jea  of  this  world,  where  everjr 
thing  isunfetded  and  in  perpetual  motion ;  new  ge- 
nerations are  flowing  in,  and  old  generations  are 
ehbing  out  \  and  the  widked  in  it  are  like  the  troubled 
fea,  which  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire 
and  dirt. 

But  this  net  gathers  of  every  kind  \  Jme  good,  Jome 

bad  I 
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itt^;  the  choren  yeflel  is  caught^  entangled,  boijild 
Up,  braced,  held  faft,  and  for  cvef  kept  irt,  and 
kept  clofe.  But  fome  are  caught  only  by  the  head, 
which  fort  foon  break  forth,  being  held  only  by  the 
gills  i  others  are  taken  by  the  tail,  which  only  holds 
them  from  doing  mifchief  to  others;  thefe  are  B(h 
of  prey,  like  the  Qiark,  &c.  &c.  which  appear 
harmlefs  for  a  while,  but  are  not  to  be  trufted  in  the 
net,  nor  yet  in  the  hai^ds  of  the  fillierman,  becaufe 
their  voracious  nature  is  not  changed :  and  when  the 
net  is  full  they  Hraw  it  to  Jhcrt,  and  gather  the  good 
into  vejfelsy  but  caft  the  bad  away^  Mat.  xiii.  46,  47, 
The  end  of  the  world  is  the  (hore  of  this  troubled 
fea,  wh^n  the  proud  waves  of  ungodly  men,  and 
the  billows  of  ungodlineis  and  wrong,  fhall  roar, 
dafli,  and  foam  no  more  s  then  the  good  fiih  (hall 
be  gathered  into  veilels,  arid  pofleis  theit*  veilcls  in 
glory  and  honour,  when  the  bad  ones  ihall  be 
drowned  in  deflruclion  and  perdition.  ^Hbe  Lord 
bath  made  thee  afijher  <^  men^ 

The  fiQi  looking  and  gaping  at  th€e>  was  to  fhew 
thee  that  they  wanted  the  waters  of  the  fanduary, 
the  waters  of  life  j  and  fo  it  is  written.  And  it  Jbail 
come  to  pdfsy  that  every  thing  that  livetbi  which 
movethi  tvbither/oever  the  fivers  /hall  come,  ftxdl  live  : 
and  there  Jhall  be  a  great  multitude  of  fijh,  becaufe 
thefe  waters  jhall  come  thither :  /of  they  Jhall  be  healed^ 
and  every  thing  Jhall  livt  whither  the  river  cometh. 
Ezek.  xlvii.  9.  .Hfcre  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife, 
and  his  abundant  grace,  flowing  from  Jefus  Chrift, 

Vol.  II.  P  who 
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^ho  is  our  temple  and  ianAuary,  conveyixig  Tifc  to 
various  parts  of  the  fca  of  this  troubled  world  and 
healing  them ;  and  the  efTefls  of  this  healing  is,  that 
a  multitude  of  fi(h  appear  wherever  thcfe  waters 
come :  and  the  appearance  of  thefe  is  intended  to 
in  the  fi(hermcn  to  work,  and  fo  it  follows — ^dU 
Jball  cofne  to  fqfsy  that  the  fijhars  Jball  ftaxd  upon  its 
from  En-gidi  even  unto  En-eglaim  ;  tbty  Jball  he  a 
place  to Jpread  forth  nets ;  their  Jijb  jhall  he  aceording 
to  their  kinds y  as  the  fjb  of  the  great  Jea,  exceeding 
many.  Vcr.  lo.  Upon  this  river  of  life  the  filhcr- 
men  arc  to  ftand,  and  upon  every  place  where  life 
and  motion  appear^  or  among  thofe  that  feem  to 
live  and  move^  are  the  nets  to  be  c^d  forth  and 
fpread  out ;  hut  the  mry  p-aces  and  the  marjbes  foall 
not  he  bealedj  they  Jhall  be  given  to  fait  (ver.  1 1  )i  as 
Lot's  wife  wasj  for  her  unbelief;  not  ialted  widi 
grace,  but  faltod  with  fire. 

The  fpeckles,  that  appeared  on  the  fifh  in  thy 
dream  want  no  explanation;    thou  wilt,    in  fomc 
•  future  period,   find  enough  of  them  to  make  thy 
.  heart  ache.     Whether  the  fi(h  were  fent  from  Lon- 
\.d6n  oJr  nQt>  I  cannot  tell  i   but  the  little  life,  trudi, 
;^nd  po^er>  that  is  among  them,  did  at  firfl  princi- 
pally foupd  out  from  our  little  dcfpifed  hill  in  this 
great  metropolis.     Thine  ignorance  in  this  bufincfs 
,  of  finding,  and  not  knowing  how  ta  handle  theni) 
. ,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  5    the  power  .that  catches 
.  them  and  holds  them  faft  is  from  above»  it  is  not  of 
.  us.     Peter  and  his  companions  were  taught  this,  by 

toiling 
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tolling  all  night  and  taking  nothing ;  but  when  the 
God  of  the  fca  and  of  the  dry  land  gave  the  word, 
great  was  the  draught  of  fifhes. 

Thy  beginning,  my  fon,  is  wonderful  j  you  han- 
dled a  myftery  at  your  firft  fetting  off,  which  thou- 
fands  who  have  been  called  gofpel  minifters  never 
faw,  even  when  they  finilhed  their  courfe.     To  de* 
fcribe  the  rife  of  legal  bondage,  the  entrance  of  it 
into  the  heart,  the  dreadful  workings  of  it  there  j  the 
rebellion,  enmity,  pride,  and  (lubbornnels,  that  it 
produces ;  the  blindnefs,  hardncfs  of  heart,  and  ig- 
norance^ that  attend  it ;    the  dry,  dead,  and  barren 
flatc  of  thofe  that  are  influenced  by  it  -,  and  the  hatred 
and  malice  that  fuch  ibuls  harbour  and  cherifli  againft 
all  thofe  that  enjoy  the  love  of  God  j  together  with 
the  fecret  and  fometimcs  almoft  imperceptible  fer- 
mentations of  this  leaven  of  the  Pharifees— is  a  work 
that  well  becomes  an  evangelift.     A  miniftcr  of  the 
letter. never  faw  it,  therefore  he  cannot  defcribe  it; 
he  that  has  ever  felt  the  fpirit  of  liberty  knows  its 
oppofice,  and  will  cry  and  pray  for  it;  rejiore  unto  me 
the  joys  of  thy  Jahationy  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free 
Spirit ;  then  will  I  teach  tranfgrejbrs  thy  way^  and  fin-- 
ners  JhaU  he  converted  unto  thee.    Thefe  are  the  men 
who  are  proper  teachers ;  all  others  Ihould  be  fwift 
to  hear  and  flow  to  fpeak,  and  fuch  men  fliould  be 
flow  to  wrath  when  wife  men  bid  them  hold  their 
peace, 

I  have  to  tell  you,  with  joy,  that  there  arc  five 
places  in  the  country  where  die  word  and  power  of 

P  2  God 
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God  hath  (bunded  out  from  our  little  defplcable  h\ti 
of  Zion,  and  is  going  fwcetly  on ;    love,  Kfc,  and 
light,  fpread  their  flames,  dreams,  and  rays,  lecrctly 
abroad  in  a  wonderful  manner ;    the  bleiled  work  of 
travailing  and  bringing  forth  goes  fwcetly  on,  and 
thofe  that  come  forth  appear  to  be  proper  children, 
yea  wife  childreri,  for  they  know  their  own  father,  as 
God  declares  chat  aU  his  children  (hall  know  him. 
In  three  of  thefe  places  there  hath  been  what  is 
called  the  gofpel  preached  for  upwards  of  t¥t€nty 
years,  and  not  one  real  child  of  God  ever  brought 
forth,  that  I  have  found  yet ;  nothing  but  a  fpurious 
race  of  monftrous  creatures,  between  a  wolf  and  a 
fheep.     A  fight  of  this  has  frrcd  my  zeal  itot  a  litdc, 
and  has  made  me  wifh  that  I  was  an  itinerant  s  and 
the  goodneft  of  God  to  his  poor  defpi(ed  fervant  ks 
humbled  me  in  the  duft  before  him,  and  excited  my 
love  and  gratitude  to  him  not  a  little  ;  and  my  aficc- 
tions,  which  met  with  fuch  an  extinguifhing  damp  In 
the  cruel  treatment  that  I  met  with  for  confciencc 
fake  in  London,  have  been  more  abondandy  drawn 
out  to  thefe  poor  fouls  in  the  country,  infomuch  that 
in  every  fecret  prayer  of  mine  they  arc  prefentcd  be- 
fore me,  faying.  Tell  my  beloved  that  I  amfick  oflffot\ 
or  cMc,  Vray  come  over  to  Macedonia  and  help  us.   My 
honed  and  faithful  fellow-labourer,  Mr.  Jenkins,  M^ 
bours  with  great  fuccefs :   God  lias  fct  him  to  root 
up,  to  grub  up,  and  to  throw  down,  and  he  begins 
alfo  to  build  and  to  plant,  although  he  labours  among 

a  people  who  have  been  for  years  deceived,  f^^^'    | 

hardened^ 
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hardened^  and  braced  up  in  nothing  but  an  empty 
profeflion,  by  thofe  daubers  commonly  called  my 
L— — 's  men ;  and  rightly  named,  for  the  greater 
part  of  them  differ  widely  from  what  the  fcrtptures 
call,  a  man  $f  God;  and  this  numbers  in  Lewes^  and 
other  places,  now  feel,  lament,  and  conftfs,  with 
grief  and  forrow  of  heart.  My  fpirit  has  long  been 
at  G ,  and  I  now  hope  for  a  prosperous  jour- 
ney to  you  by  the  will  of  God,  and  that  I  Ihall  be 
ibmewhat  filled  with  your  company.  The  more  I 
iee  my  labours  owned  and.bleiled,  the  more  my 
fiogers  itch  to  be  at  it ;  and  (hould  my  God  fill  the 
hopes  and  expectations  which  I  haire  long  indulged 
of  thy  ufefulnelSf  I  think  I  ihall  have  joy  upon  joy. 
The  old  ferpent  loies  ground ;  he  has,  for  fome  years 
paft,  filled  almoft  univerfally  itie  pulpits  of  this  coua« 
try  with  a  parcel  of  tools  of  his  own  trumping  up, 
"which  he  employs  in  his  own  intereft,  and  ufes  them 
two  ways :  fbmc  he  fets  to  conterfejt  the  Spirit's 
work,  and  the  grace  that  he  produces  in  the  fouls  of 
his  people ;  and  others  are  employed  in  ridiculing 
and  crying  down  all  the  life  and  power  of  religion, 
and  making  it  to  ftand  in  human  wifdom,  and  in 
bodily  exerciic.  But  fome  few  begin  to  have  their 
eyes  open,  and  to  fee  the  ufelefTnels  of  thefe  poor 
drones,  and  how  they  have  been  kept  \x\  bondage, 
ilarving  in  their  fouls,  and  wrecked  with  perpetual 
fufpenfe  by  them.    Pray  tender  my  kind  refpcds  to 

your  fpoufe,  and  to  all  that  love  him  at  G  — •. ; 

and  believe  me  to  be  yours,  in  the  ftrongefl:  and 
b^ftoftics,  W,  H.  S,S, 


(   an  ) 


LETTER  XXXVII. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 


MV  DEAR  AND  BELOVED  FRIENDj 

I  HAVE  been  long  cxpedting  the  favoxir  of  a  few 

lines  from  you,  and'fomctimcs  wondering  what  can 

be  the  caufe  of  the  delay.     Satan  cannot  perfuade 

me  that  you  either  neglcfb  me  or  forget  me,  but 

that  it  is  a  multiplicity  of  concerns  that  occupy  your 

time,  head,  and  hands,   and  I  doubt  not  but  that 

they  are  all  full  eno^ugh ;  yet  none  upon  earth  would 

be  more  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  fuccefs,  and 

profperity,  than  myfelf.    It  is  true  I  have  loft  your 

burden  for  fome  ti;ne  now,  and  perhaps  before  you 

loft  it,  or  at  leaft  about  the  fame  time.     I  bore  a 

part  of  it  for  a  while,  and  I  had  ftrength  for  the 

time  to  do  it,  and  to  plead  the  righteous  caufe  of  his 

fervant  with  God  5   but  this  was  given  me  for  your 

fake,  and  a  debtor  I  am  to  you,  and  that  of  more 

than  I  ever  Ihall  be  able  to  pay.     When  I  was  with 

you  laft,  I  faw  clear  enough  that  God  was  on  your 

fide,  and  that  none  of  them  that  had  rifen  up  againfl: 

you  would  prevail ;  that  he  had  given  you  the  nccb 

cf  all  your  enemies  $   and  that  you  would  pinch 

them 


t^cm  and  gall  them,  till  confufion,  divifion,  contha- 
diftion,  diftraflion,  and  madnefs,  would  fcatfcr  them 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  No  wcapofn  that 
is  formed  againft  thee  fhall  profper,  and  every  tongue 
that  rifcs  up  in  judgment  againft  thee  thou  fhalc  con- 
demn i  this  is  the  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the 
Lord,  and  their  righteoufncfs  is  of  me,  faith  the  Lord. 
God  fent  you  on  that  journey  >to  difcover  the  hypo- 
crite, that  he  might  no  longer  rtign,  left  the  people 
{hould  be  enfnared.  This  is  a  part  of  the  work 
which  the  Lord  has  called  you  to,  and  you  muft  be 
content. 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  my  thoughts  have  re- 
turned much  to  their  old  channd — I  am  gone  again, 
like  the  fhadow  that  d^Iiheth,  and  am  tofled  up  and 
down  like  the  locufts,  and  have  been  fadly  fo  for 
,  fome  weeks  back,  without  light,  life,  or  power, 
mopeing  about  in  darknefs  that  might  be  felt ;  often 
concluding  to  give  all  up,  and  to  try  at  it  no  longer; 
and  what  prevents  me  fbmetimes  from  doing  it  I 
cannot  tell.   One  day  laft  week  Mrs.  H  fliewed 

me  two  letters  Ihe  had  lately  received  from  you  j  in 
one  of  them  you  touch  on  this  paffagc— fcw^  with 
me  from  Lebanon^  my  Jfouje :  as  foon  as  I  glanced 
upon  it,  a  ray  appeared,  and  1  law  where  I  was,  and 
what  I  wanted  j  but  it  went  out  of  my  thoughts, 
nor  did  it  recur  all  day  Saturday,  though  I  had  pur- 
pofed  to  preach  from  it.  I  laboured  all  day  with  an- 
other text,  but  with  little  fuccefs,  and  went  to  bed 
at  night  as  dark,  peevifb,  fretful,  rebellious,  and  mi- 

P  4  ferablc. 
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ferabld  as  a  mortal  could  bc^  and  continued  all  night 
fo  in  my  deep  i  but  after  I  got  up  in  the  mornii^ 
and  iat  down  in  my  ftudy,  the  paflage  came  all  at 
once  to  my  mind,  with  fuch  fweet  light  and  power, 
that  I  cried  out^  Draw  me,. and  I  will  run  softer  thee. 
I  had  matter  enough  to  preach  that  day,  and  I  bcr 
lieve  I  never  preached  fo  before.  Thus  I  am,  bu( 
I  cannot  underftand  this  work.  Sometimes  the  be* 
loved  Friend  feems  to  be  coming,  but  it  is  but  juil 
a  diftant  fight,  and  h<;  is  foon  gone  again ;  and  when 
I  get  to  the  old  hole^  it  appears,  I  think,  clear  to 
me  that  all  is  nothing — nothing  but  legal  pain,  legal 
comfort,  and  legal  hope.  What  1  to  be  ^ways  cut* 
ting,  tearing,  rooting,  rebuking,  and  reprovii^  fin ! 
this  is  beggarly  work,  and  I  am  really  tired  of  it  ^ 
to  be  always  at  the  dung^gate,  and  to  have  nodiing  tq 
pat  or  drinkf  is  poor  encouragement, 


Cod  ble&  thee. 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 


To  the  Rev.  J J. 


PKAR  BROTHER  IN  CHRIST  JESUS, 

I  HAVE  been  out  for  five  weeks  running,  vificiag 
the  brethren  in  the  little  adjacent  towns,  to  iee  how 
they  do ;  and  I  find  that  they  which  have  followed' 
the  Lord  are  all  alive  to  this  day.  I  have  got  a  cold 
upon  me,  which  I  am  very  fubjed  to,  cither  in  my 
heart  or  in  my  head — the  former  is  by  far  the  worfl^ 
as  nothing  but  a  frcih  fcnfi;  of  divine  love  will  ever 
remove  it. 

This  lall  burden  bowed  me  a  litde  for  about  a 
formighti  I  felt  the  weight,  and  I  was  fure  that  that 
burden  would  Ihortly  go  from  me,  or  I  fhould  go 
from  it ;  which,  were  it  not  for  two  entanglements 
that  hung  faft  by  my  fkirts,  and  brought  me  into  a 
ftrait,  I  fhould  not  have  hefitated  one  moment 
fibout  that  end  of  the  balance  which  proves  all  flefh 
to  be  vanity. 

But  heavy  as  it  was,  fervent  and  unremitted  prayer 
made  it  vanifh  in  an  hour,  and  it  returned  no  more ; 
jince  which  day  I  have  gone  uprightt  I  call  this  the 
turd^q  of  th(  word  of  the  Lord,,  becaufe  it  is  a  ftrift 

adherence 
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adherence  to  that  which  brought  it  on ;  and  as  God 
knew  this,  he  fufFered  me  to  caft  it  upon  him,  and 
he  fuftained  me  j  he  interwove  his  compaffion  with 
my  tender  feelings  for  his  honour,  and  mingled  his 
itfcntment  and  threatenings  with  my  indignation  at 
his  enemies ;  he  let  mcr  know  that  I,  and  my  caufc 
too»  were  his  own,  and  that  he  would  plead  it,  and 
avenge  himfelf  of  thofe  hypocrites:  and  on  whom- 
focver  thofe  threatenings  of  the  Lord  fall,  they  will 
grind  that  enemy  to  powder  j  I  may  not  fee  it,  but 
others  (hall,  and  confcfs  that  there  is  a  God  that 
judgeth  in  the  earth. 

I  have  not  the  lead  doubt  but  the  hand  of  God  is 
in  all  this  i  for,  Ihall  there  be  evil  in  the  city,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  city  of  our  folcmniries,  and  the  Lord 
hath  not  done  it  ?  My  antagonift  is  the  devil  him- 
jelf  in  the  heart  and  mouth  of  a  damnable  impoftor, 
and  to  try  fuch>  and  prove  them  liars,  is  one  branch 
of  theminiflerial  work,  and  a  work  which  is  highly 
commended  by  Chrill  himfelf;  this  I  know,  but  k 
is  grievous  to  flclh  and  blood ;  however,  felf  muft  be 
denied  daily  by  thofe  that  would  foHow  the  Lamb 
through  evil  report  and  good  report. 

The  pool  of  Bethefda  has  five  |y)rches — the  firft 
is  God's  irrevocable  decree ;  the  fecond,  is  the 
bowels  of  his  eternal  love ;  the  third,  is  the  cove- 
nant-head in  which  they  were  chofen;  the  fourth,  is 
the  promifes  of, God  in  which  they  are  all  included; 
and' the  fifth,  is  the  guardianlhip  of  divine  Provi- 
dence,   by  which  they  are  ail  prefcrvcd :  ii>  Chrift 

Jefus 
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Jcfiis  till  calkd.  Thcfe  five  porches  at  the  door  of 
the  houfe  of  mcrqr  fcreen  the  eleft  from  the  incle^ 
mency  of  the  weather,  and  from  the  winds  of  dc-^ 
ftrudtive  error — all  that  came  before  me  were  thieves 
and  robbersy  but  the  Jheep  did  not  hear  them :  in  theft 
porches  they  are  fecured  from  the  floods  of  teitipta'* 
tioHj  from  the  rain,  hail,  and  winds  of  deiblacing 
judgments;  from  all  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of 
mount  Sinai ;  and  from  the  deftruftion  of  fin,  the 
fentencc  of  damnation,  and  the  wrath  to  come. 

in  thefe  porches  lay  a  great  many  fick  and  im- 
potent folk,  even  to  this  day,  which  want  a  curc^ 
3nd  wait  for  the  angel  of  the  covenant  to  come  down 
and  move  the  waters.  By  waters  is  meant  not  the 
love  of  God,  for  that  is  a  river ^  not  a  pool,  a  river 
that  makes  glad  the  city  of  our  God  5  nor  doth  k 
mean  the  Spirit  or  gracQ  of  God,  for  thefe  are  called 
iprings  of  living  water,  not  pools ;'  much  Icfs  can  it 
mean  God,  who  is  a  fountain  of  living  waters  $  nor 
Chrtil,  who  is  a  well  of  falvation,  for  who  can  trouble 
thefe?  The  church,  indeed,  is  called  a  pool-^ 
^be  parched  ground  Jhall  become  a  pool,  Ifaiah  xslxv.  7. 
/  will  make  the  wildemefs  a  pool  of  water,  &c.  lisu  xM* 
18.  The  church  often  wants  ftirring  up,  efpecially 
when,  like  the  pool,  Ihe  fetdcs  too  much  on  her  old 
earthly  fedimcnt ;  a  litde  ftirring  troubles  the  people, 
which  arc  often  in  icripture  called  waters,  and  then 
frcfh  life  and  vigour,  zeal  and  fervour,  are  felt; 
prayer  goes  up,  and  life  and  light  come  down,  and 
the  power^  which  at  fuch  a  time  attends  the  word, 

oftcQ 
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Ditcn  hfals  the  (bul  of  whatever  difeale  it  hath :  three 
poor  mvalids  have  been  healed  fince  the  laft  dcfcent 
of  the  angels  and  how  many  more  have  experienced 
the  fame  efficacy  I  cannot  teU^  far  they  are  not  found 
to  return  Jo  give  glory  to  God^  Jove  tbefe  ftrtrngersi 
thefe  are  lent  away  in  peace^  and  certain  I  am  that 
their  faith  has  made  them  whole.  I  hear  the  noify 
and  predominant  ckniours  of  unbelief  in  this  thine 
epiftle,  which  is  loud  enough  to  drown  every  other 
voice.  Unbelief  is,  I  know,  an  eternal  bar,  even  in 
the  mind  of  Satan  himfelf,  which  conBnes  every 
thought  of  that  wicked  fpirit  which  may  at  any  time 
break  loofe  in  vain  fcarch  after  a  door  of  hope;  and| 
at  certain  feafbns,  when  he  is  allowed  to  have  accels 
to  my  foul  (ftrange  as  it  may  (eem)',  I  can  even  feel 
my  own  (pirit  induenced^  confinedi  and  (hut  up  at 
times  in  unbelief^  and  attended  with  every  rebellious, 
defperate,  envious^  and  malignant  thought^  th^ 
rankles  in  the  very  devil  himfelf. 

Dated  from  Mizpeh,  the  watch-tower,  near  to 
Galeed,  bound  toMahanaim ;  where  I  hope  to  meet 
with  the  Lord's  hoft,  and  to  rged  all  the  alTiftancQ 
of  E&u,  and  all  his  company.    Ever  thine. 

W.  H.  S.  S.  • 


LITTXR 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

t 

'  To  the  Rev.  Mr-  HUNTINGTON. 

It  hath  long  been  on  my  mind  to  te|l  you  the 
tlcaJings  of  C5od  with  my  foul,  which  1  beg  you  to 
perufe* 

I  wa^  born  of  poor,  but  hard-working  parents,  in 
the  town  of  Tewkfbury,  in  Glouccftcrftiire  j  my  fa* 
thcr  died  when  I  was  very  young,  and  my  mother 
ftrove  hard  for  a  living  for  us.  When  I  was  about 
fcven  or  eight  years  old  I  was  put  to,  what  we  call 
in  the  country,  a  Free  School,  to  read  a:nd  write, 
and  was  there  till  I  was  about  thirteen ;  we  ufed  to 
be  kept  clofe  to  church,  and  at  particular  times, 
after  the  fervice  was  over,  we  ufed  to  ftand  up  on 
forms,  or  ftools,  to  be  afked  our  catechifm  by  the 
jparfon.  I  only  relate  this  to  make  room  for  a  dream 
1  had  at  this  time :  as  Elihu  fays  to  Job,  For  God 
Jpeaketb  onct^  yea  twice ^  but  man  ferceivetb  it  not  i  in 
a  dream^  in  a  vtfion  of  the  nighty  when  deep  fleep  falUtb 
upon  men  in  Jlumbering  upon  the  bed.  I  dreamt  all 
us  fchool-boys  were  (landing  in  a  row  as  aforetime, 
and  God  Almighty  came  and  took  one  from  here, 
and  another  from  there,  and  I  trembled  very  much 
with  fear  left  he  Ibould  not  take  me ;  but  at  laft  he 
came,  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  put  me  amongft 
the  reft  of  his  choice.      I  have  thought  on  that 

dream 
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dream  \t%  a  ftatc  of,naturc  many  times,  though  I  haci 
IKO  knowledge  of  God^s  choice,  or  his  cleding  love. 
But  to  prt)ceed* — ^When  I  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age  I  was  put  apprentice  to  a  wheelwright;  but 
being  of  st-  roving  mind,  and  not  ufcd  very  well,  I 
ran  away,  and  carp^  Up  to  London  j  where  I  work- 
ed at  feveral  employments,  fuch  as  fawing,  garden- 
^g,  footman,  brewcr^s  fcrvant,  and  at  lail  went  to 
fca ;  and,  as  God  the  Spirit  (hall  bring  it  to  my  re- 
membrance, I  will  tell  a  little  of  my  lea- voyage,  for 
ttow  begin  my  troubles. 

.  At  the  beginning  of  the  American  war  I  entered 
en  board  the  Carisfort  frigate,  in  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice,  commanded  by  Captain  Fan  (haw ;  we  failed 
from  Chatham  to  Quebec,  where,  having  ftaid  fomc 
time,  we  failed  for  New  York,  and,  arriving  there 
at  the  time  our  fleet  were  about  to  beficgc  the  town, 
the  admiral  feat  our  Ihip,  with  two  more,  to  pa(s 
jthe  town  up  the  river  to  land  troops;  in  palling, 
we  had  to  receive  the  conftant  fire  of  five  or  fix 

4 

/orts,  during  which  I  was  under  great  fear  in  my 
piind,  not  having  fecn  any  thing  of  the  kind  before, 
though  1  harboured,  fuch  a  thought  as  this,  that  if  I 
was  killed  in  battle  I  fliould  go  to  heaven ;  but  vain 
was  that  thought :  but  here  the  Lord  faved  me  from 
the  ftroke>  while  others  fell.  Our  captain  being  a 
ycry  feverc  man,  having  flogged  fix  men  fpr  a  tri- 
fling fault,  I  thought  I  would  run  away  the  very  firft 
^opportunity,  and  accordingly  did,  wich  two  others, 
a  few  months  after  the  town  of  New  York:  was 
I  taken; 
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taJ^en;  but  wkK  great  difficulty  wc  reached  dw 
town,  being^ftopt  fcveral  times  to  give  an  account 
of  ourfelves,  being  upwards  of  thirty  miles  up  th^ 
country  when  we  fct  ofFi  however  wc  arrived  fafe, 
and  went  on  board  merchant  vefiels.  The  (hip  I 
went  on  board  of  was  bound  for  London  5  there  | 
altered  my  name  ^o  Hodges,  that  being  my  nK)ther's 
niaidcn  name,  for  fear  of  being  difcoveredi.  as  thQ 
men  of  war  fcarchcd  all  the  merchant  ftiips  that  wen? 
out  for  deferters.  I  got  fafe  from  hence,  .and  was 
boiuid  for  London ;  but,  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
wc  fprung  a  leak,  and  were  obliged  to  ma^kc  the  beft 
pf  our  way  to.  the  Weft  Indies,  toUing  night  and  day 
ac  the  pumps  to  keep  the  Ihip  above  water  i  we  at 
laft  reached  St.  John's,  in  Antigua. 

Now  begin  my  troubles...  Our  captain  would  not 
fulfil  his  promife  of  paying  us  our  wages,  in  conle-- 
quence  I,  aoiong  fome  others,  left  himj;  but  if 
being  a  very  dead  time  of  the  year,  the  ihipping  were 
not  yet  come  out,  •  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  entef 
on  board  a  man  of  war  again;  but  I  went,  witb 
great  rcludlance,  fome  time  after  the  others;  npr 
would  I  have  gone  then,  could  I  have  got  any  thing 
elfe  to  do.  At  laft,  through  neceflity,  I  went  09 
board  the  Portland,  Admiral  Young ;  we  failed  on 
a  cruife,  and  put  into  prince  Rupert's  bay,  in  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  to  get  wood  and  water  for  the 
cruife.  I .  and  two  more  agreed  to  run  away  the  day 
before  the  fhip  failed,  and  contrived  to  get  our  things 

on  f ,  ready  for  a  fbrt.     On  the  day  appointc4 
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We  afccnded  each  one  a  tree  till  night.  John  Moof 
and  Tom  Jones,  my  two  companions^  had  been  td 
the  town  of  Rofeau,  on  this  ifland>  which  was  the 
rcfort  of  the  merchant  veffelsj  aAd,  as  wc  weytf 
bound  for  that  place,  We  had  about  forty  miles  to 
travel  by  land. 

By  this  time  I  began  to  be  very  much  hardened 
in  finj  and  the  Lord  knows,  was  he  to  leave  us  to 
ourfelves,  we  fhould  (bon  run  to  deftrudtlon* 

To  proceed. — ^We  had  got  a  river  to  crofs,  and 
on  the  bridge  over  which  we  miift  pafs,  as  we  could 
go  no  other  way,  there  had  been  a  fentinel  fet  from 
the  (hip  to  intercept  deierters ;  yet,  as  night  came 
on,  we  defcended  from  the  trees,  and  drew  towards 
the  bridge,  with  each  of  us  a  ftout  (tick  in  our 
hands,  having  agreed  to  ftand  true  to  each  other, 
and  to  rufh  upon  the  fentinel  and  knock  him  down, 
faying  he  could  only  kill  one  of  us  fuppofe  he  fired ; 
but,  as  the  Lord  would  have  it,  he  was  not  ther^ 
and  we  got  over  unmolefted.  Wc  travelled  till  the 
next  morning,  when,  defcrying  a  few  little  houles 
in  a  valley,  we  went  to  them  to  get  fome  refrcfh- 
ment,  which  we  did,  and  paid  for  it,  though  we 
could  not  underftand  the  people,  who  were  F^nch. 
We  agreed  to  ftop  till  the  heat  of  the  day  was  over, 
which  we  did ;  and  about  four  o'clork,  beginning  to 
fet  forward  on  our  journey  again,  five  or  fix  of 
them  came  out  from  ,  other  houfes  and  flopt  us, 
and  made  us  underftand  they  fufpcAed  we  were 
defertcrs  from  a  man  of  war,  and  they  wouM  take 

us 
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us  up,  well  knowing  they  would  get  forty  fhillings 
fer  each  of  us ;  but  we  fet  to  with  our  bludgeons, 
and  cleared  them  off  for  fome  time  j  however  they 
alarmed  the  place,  and  we  were  each  of  us  furround- 
ed  in  a  ring;  How  the  other  two  ^ed  I  know  not, 
but  as  they  told  me  afterwards.  By  this  time  there 
was  a  great/number  of  blacks  come  down  to  afljfl 
them,  and  beginning  to  throw  iloncs ;  at  length  one 
ftruck  me  on  the  forehead  and  knocked  me  down; 
they  then  ran  upon  me,  tied  my  hands  behind  me> 
and  beat  me  cruelly,  like  men  threfhing  corn.  I 
can  juft  remember  when  they  had  left  me,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  ferve  my  companions  in  like  manner, 
that  a  woman  came  to  me  v^ich  a  ftone  feemingly 
as  much  as  fhe  could  lift,  and  threw  it  on  me,  (b 
that  I  remember  no  more  at  that  time.  When  I 
began  to  revive  a  litde  (I  fuppofe  it  to  be  about  one 
or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning)  I  heard  fomebody 
groaning,  and  found  myfelf  tied  with  cords;  Tbegan 
to  diink  what  was  the  matter :  my  companions  find- 
ing me  move,  afked  me  if  I  was  alive  ?  I  told  them 
yes,  but  could  not  (land ;  and  it  was  fo  dark  we 
could  not  fee  each  other  3  but  they  had  carried  us 
down  on  the  beach  by  the  (ea-fide,  for  the  furf  to 
wafh  us  away,  fuppofing  we  were  dead :  my  com-, 
panions  told  me  they  had  been  tied  alfo,  but  a  little 
child  that  was  at  the  houfe  had  juft  come  down  and 
cut  them  loofe.  O !  the  tender  mercy  arid  loving 
kindncfs  of  the  Lord  our  God  1  As  to  the  child 
coming  to  cut  them  loofe,  I  could  never  make  out 
Vol.  II,  Q^  fron> 


(     "6    ) 

from  that  day  to  this,  for  the  chilcl  they  fpoke  of 
tiras  not,  to  appearance,  above  Bve  years  old,  and  I 
believe  we  were  near  a  mile  from  the  houies :  the 
Lord  knows  beft  how  it  was ;  but  they  >verc  looled> 
and  they  got  me  loofe  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
they  being  (b  weak.  We  crawled  on  our  hands  and 
knees  to  get  as  far  from  that  place  as  we  could,  for 
fear  they  (hould  come  and  throw  us  quite  in.  It 
was  a  long  time  before  we  could  get  on  our  feet, 
and  when  we  did,  we  coujd  not  (loop  even  to  wa(h 
the  blood  off  each  other  for  fear  of  falling.  They 
had  taken  all  that  we  had  from  us,  even  our  (hoes 
and  hats,  leaving  us  nothing  but  a  (hirt  and  trowftrs. 
In  this  diftreffcd  (late  we  begged,  but  none  relieved 
us,  for  they  could  not  underftand  us,  nor  we  thero ; 
but,  through  God's  protedling  hand,  we  got  to  Ro(^ 
leau  in  that  condition,  but  thought  nothing  about 
God  at  that  time  though  in  fuch  didrefs,  for  oiM* 
hearts  were  hardened.  Now  there  was  a  rendezvous 
opened  there  for  privateers,  an  open  houfe  for  alt 
failors,  and  a  joe  advance  to  go  out  for  two  months  j 
fo,  having  no  clothes,  we  wanted  money,  accordingly 
entered  and  went  on  board,  and  I  believe  that  was  a 
hell  upon  the  fea,  for  they  were  like  devils,  without 
any  order,  and  would  not  mind  cutting  you  down  with 
their  fwords  if  they  were  angry  j  captain  and  men  all 
alike.  We  had  been  out  about  a  month  or  five  weeks, 
and  taken  one  prize.  I  was  then  feized  with  the 
bloody-flux,  and  very  ill  I  was>  having  no  hopes  of 
recovery  j  but  foon  after  we  put  into  Montfcrrat  to 

fell  our  prize,  and  the  captain,  knowing  I  was  ill, 
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defired  me  to  go  on  (here  with  him  to  a  do6tor, 
\vhich  I  did ;  but,  as  he  ftopped  at  one  place  and 
another,  I  went  by  myfclf,  and  having  found  a  doc- 
tor, afkcd  him  to  bleed  me:  he  afked  what  was 
the  matter  with  me  ?  I  told  him  it  was  no  matter^ 
if  he  would  bleed  me  I  would  pay  him  for  it;  it 
came  in  my  mind  to  be  blooded,  fo  he  bled  me.  I 
then  told  him  what  was  the  matter  with  me  -,  he  re* 
plied,  it  was  the  word  thing  I  could  have  done ;  but 
he  would  let  me  have  fome  ftuflF  which  would  fotde 
the  matter  (he  meant  kill  or  cure),  which  I  agreed 
to  take,  for  in  thofe  places  they  don't  care  much 
about  a  man's  life.  I  got  the  ftu(F,  gave  him  all 
the  money  I  had,  and  went  on  board  and  took  fome 
of  it,  which  operated  in  fo  violent  a  manner  that  my 
fhipmate  was  obliged  to  hold  me,  and  in  a  few 
hours  put  me  in  bed  -,  though  I  had  not  flept  for 
fome  nights  before,  I  now  fell  into  a  dofe.  They 
that  were  fitting  under  my  hammock  drinking  grog 
felt  fomcthing  drop  on  them,  which  on  looking  at 
they  found  to  be  blood,  which  proceeded  from  my 
arm,  that,  through  violent  ftraining,  now  bled 
afrefh  through  bed  and  all,  with  the  lofs  of  which  I 
was  juft  gone;  but  from  that  time  I  recovered. 
This  is  the  fecond  time  the  Lord,  in  his  infinite 
mercy,  laved  me  from  death,  not  cutting  me  off  in 
my  fins :  and  now  for  the  third  time. 

Before  we  left  this  place,  one  of  my  companions, 
Tom  Jones,  ran  away,  and  I  never  faw  him  af- 
terwards; fo  that  I  and  John  Moor  were  the  only 

0^2  two 
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two  deferters  from  the  Portland  that  returned  to 
Roffiau  at  the  expiration  of  our  crulfe.  Having 
got  the  better  of  my  illnefs,  and  the  merchant  (hips 
being  ready  to  fail  for  various  parts  of  England> 
John  and  I  were  not  fettled  in  our  minds  which  to 
choofe,  for  they  all  wanted  men ;  fo  having  (laid  on 
Ihore  a  few  days,  I  went  on  board  a  (hip  which  I  in- 
tended in  my  mind  to  come  home  in>  and  going 
the  next  morning  to  fcek  for  my  companidn  at  his 
lodgings,  they*  told  me  a  man  of  war  had  come  into 
the  bay  the  day  before,  and  they  feared  be  was 
prcfTed ;  at  the  fame  time  in  came  the  prefs-gang 
and  took  hold  of  me  and  feveral  more :  I  be^ed 
hard  to  get  from  them,  but  in  vain ;  I  ftrove  to  run 
from  them,  but  they  knocked  me  down,  and  took 
me  on  board  the  frigate.  As  foon  as  1  got  on  boards 
to  my  great  furprife  an  officer,  who  belonged  to  the 
Pordand  when  I  left  her,  faluted  me  wich  a  *'  How 

"  do  you  do,    Mr.  S.  T V    informing  the 

captain  that  I  ran  away  from  the  Portland  a  few 
months  ago.  I  thought  I  (hould  have  dropped  at 
the  falutation  5  but  I  could  not  deny  it.  The  orders 
were.  Put  him  in  irons  along  with  John  Moors 
which  was  a  greater  furprife.  When  I  got  alone  I 
could  not  help  weeping  j  thought  I,  hard  is  my  lot ! 
I  bad  ftrange  views  of  God,  though  my  mind  went 
after  him  when  in  trouble,  but  no  hope  chat  he 
would  deliver  me  $  and  my  conclulion  was  this,  I 
have  brought  all  on  myfelf,  and  fuffer  I  muflf. 
The  next. day.  wc  failed,  when  John  Moor  and  I 

were 
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were  fcnt  for  on  the  quarter  deck  to  the  captain, 
who  faid  it  would  be  fome  months  before  they  went 
to  Antigua,  where  the  fhip  was  from  which  we  de- 
ferted ;  and  afked  whether  we  would  do  our  duty 
on  deck,  or  be  kept  in  irons  till  we  went  there :  we 
made  choice  of  the  former,  and  I,  being  young 
and  fbmewhac  expert,  got  in  favour  with  the  cap- 
tain ;  he  fent  for  me,  and  aflced  if  I  would  fail  with 
him  ?  I  anfwered,  Yes,  if  he.  would  favc  me  from 
being  flogged  when  I  came  to  the  Ihip  from  which 
I  deferced,  for  I  was  as  fure  of  it  as  I  was  born ; 
he  told  me  he  would  do  what  he  could,  but  I  was 
perfuaded  he  could  not  get  me  off;  neverthelefe  he 
would  often  ch^er  me  up,  and  bid  me  not  fear ;  but 
I  was  fure  of  it,  in  my  own  mind,  if  ever  I  went 
ihere. 

In  our  paffage  to  Barbadoes  we  took  a  prize, 
brought  her  in  with  us,  fold  her,  and  (hared  the 
money.  We  lay  in  the  midft  of  a  number  of 
merchaiRt  ihips  bound  for  England,  and  I  began  to 
contrive  how  to  efcape  the  flogging,  knowing  wc 
were  going  to  Antigua  from  hence.  Thought  I,  I 
will  get  a  gallon  of  rum,  and  make  the  fentinels 
drunk  in  the  night  when  all  arc  gone  to  bed,  and 
make  a  rope  fall  to  an  empty  arm-cheft  that  lay 
there,  let  it  go  to  the  fhip's  ftern,  then  get  down 
the  ftern  into  it,  drift  down  to  the  merchantmen, 
;and  fo  get  away.  The  thought  had  no  fooner 
ftruck  my  mind  than  I  began  to  provide,  at  night  I 
put  it  in  force,  and  all  things  fecmed  to  bid  hit ; 

Qj?  but. 
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but,  juft  as  I  had  completed  the  affair,  the  wind  be* 
gan  to  blow,  it  rained  very  heavy,  and  foch  a  fca 
arofe  that  I  was  afraid  to  venture,  fo  cut  the  rope 
and  let  the  chcft  go  by  itfclfj  I -tried  the  fame 
fcheme  the  next  night,  but  without  efieA,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  next  day  we  failed  for  Antigua*  Then  I 
began  to  fear,  having  no  God  to  truft  in,  and  be- 
lieving I  fhould  die  under  it  s  I  wifhed  that  God 
would  forgive  my  fins,  and  take  me  out  of  my  mi- 
fcry;  this  was  only  for  fear  of  the  fcourge.  At 
length  we  arrived  in  Englifh  Harbour,  Antigua, 
where  the  Portland  lay;  then  my  fears  began  to 
come  on,  and  I  was  quite  caft  down.  To  explain 
my  feelings  is  impoflible. 

A  boat  was  fent  to  fetch  us,  when,  after  a  few 
compliments  from  the  captain,  we  were  ordered  to 
be  put  in  irons,  and,  a  day  or  two  after,  ordered  to 
prepare  for  a  court-^martial ;  which  ihortly  took 
place,  when  we  were  fentenced  to  receive  one  hun- 
dred -and  fifty  lalhes  each.  When  I  had  heard  toy 
lentence,  I  afked  them  to  grant  me  a  favour ;  upon 
being  afked  what  that  was  ?  I  replied.  To  hang  me. 
On  which  I  was  ordered  to  be  put  with  both  legs 
in  irons,  and  a  fentinel  placed  over  me  with  a  drawn 
cutlafs,  and  that  I  fhould  drink  nothing  but  water 
till  I  was  punifhed.  The  day  arrived;  John  Moor, 
my  old  companion,  was  taken  ill,  and  fent  to  the 
hofpital  for  recovery,  when  he  was  to  receive  his 
punifhmenti  my  fhipmates  had  provided  a  dofc  for 

me  enough  to  kill  a  horfe,  it  was  rum  and  gun- 
powder 
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pow^  mixed  together^  which  they  tell  you  is  to 
deaden  the  flefb,  but  I  felt  it  iharp  enough ;  I  drank 
fome  of-  it,  and  then  received  one  hundred  lafties, 
at  the  end  of  which  I  died  away,  being  cut  fo  bad, 
and  they  all^  even  die  dodor,  thought  I  was  dead; 
when  I  came  to  I  was  naked,  in  a  large  tub  of 
warm  water,  and  they  bathing  me.  Here  the 
Lord  wonderfully  fpared  me  to  praife  his  holy  name, 
for  when  I  am  brought  to  look  back  to  fee  what  my 
God  has  laved  me  from,  it  melts  my  heart  in  love 
to  him ;  for  I  little  thought,  when  I  blafphemed  his 
name,  that  he  had  refpeft  unto  me  in  the  covenant; 
but  blefs  his  holy  name,  who  hath  brought  me  to 
loath  myfelf  in  my  own  fight  for  my  iniquities. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  tell  of  all  the  battles  I  have 
been  in :  I  have  feen  many  fall,  yea,  clofe  to  me,  in 
fevCTal  engagements,  but  the  Lord  never  fufFered 
one  (hot  even  to  wounS  me,  though  I  was  in  it  from 
the  beginning  of  the  American  war  to  the  end, 
which  I  believe  was'  near  ten  yea».  Oh  !  the  laith- 
fclnels  of  God  to  his  chofen  !  I  have  often  thought, 
if  I  had  fufFered  thefc  things  for  Chrift's  fake,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  did,  I  fhould  have  fomewhat  to  glory 
in  before  the  Lord,  that  I  was  counted  worthy  to 
fufFer  for  him ;  but  thefe  words  ftrike  me,  Haji  thou 
not  procured  all  thefe  things  to  thyjelf? — Yes^  Lord; 
with  ihame  I  own  it. 

Now,  as  the  Lord  the  Spirit  (hall  bring  to  my 
remembrance,  I  will  relate  my  call  and  converfion 
in  my  fimplc  v/ay^    for  I  knew  nothing  about  re- 
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ligion  of  any  kind,  neither  did  I  know  even  what 
the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  meant ;  but  God,  in  his 
infinite  mercy>  was  determined  I  (hould  know  him 
whbm  I  had  fo  grofsly  abufed. 

The  firft  convifbions  I  can  remember  to  have  had 
concerning  my  foul,  was  the  lafl:  voyage  I  went, 
which  brought  me  to  look  at  the  wicked  life  I  had 
lived  and  was  then  living ;  this  brought  me  on  my 
knees  to  God,  vowing,  that  if  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  bring, me  fafe  home,  and  provide  me  fomething 
to  do  on  (hore,  I  would  amend  my  life  and  go  to 
church ;  this  I  had  a  hope  he  would  do,  becaufe  I 
prayed.  In  the  fpace  of  a  Y^r  *  he  brought  me 
home,  and,  agreeable  to  my  requeft,  found  me  em- 
ployment. I  fet  about  to  perform  my  vow  in  going 
to  church,  but  the  devil  was  too  ftrong  for  me ;  for 
I  foon  fell  into  the  old  track  of  fabbath-breaking 
and  fmning,  and  carried  it  on'  to  as  high  a  pitch  as 
ever*  The  Lord  fufiered  me  to  go  on  here  a  litde 
time,  to  (hew  me  >i'hat  man  is  by  nature ;  but  I  per- 
ceived it  not.  I  believe  1  went  on  in  the  old  way 
of  finning  for  two  years,  and  when  any  checks  of 
confcience  troubled  me,  I  ftrove  to  fmother  them 
by  going  to  clubs  to  fing  and  drink.  I  remember  I 
was  learning  fome  new  fongs,  when  the  Lord  was 
pleafed,  at  my  work,  to  bring  all  my  fins  to  my  re- 
membrance, which  Ipoiled  all  my  finging ;  for  I  was 
fo  wrought  upon,  that  I  thought  I  fiiould  as  furely 
be  damned  as  I  was  born :  it  continued,  and  I  could 
not  fhake  it  off;  my  companions^  they  came,  but 

all 
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all  would  not  do^  I  could  not  go  with  them ;  my 
wife>  then  being  in  a  natural  ftate,  feeing  that  I  was 
dillrefied  in  my  mind,  cried  over  me,  begging  to 
know  what  was  the  matter;  yea,  told  me  flie  would 
go  on  her  knees  to  me  if  I  would  but  tell  her«  I 
faid  I  could  not  tell  her  what  was  the  matter  with 
inc;  but  I  believed  I  fhould  go  to  hell,  Thefe 
iwords  came  on  my  mind,  and  I  could  not  get  rid  «of 
them :  fTbat  woman  is  there  having  ten  pieces  ofJUver^ 
if  Jbe  hfe  one  of  them,  will  Jhe  not  light  a  candle  and 
Jweep  the  boufe  diligently  till  fie  has  found  it  ?  Thought 
I,  this  is  fomething  of  icripture ;  for  the  Bible  was  a 
book  I  had  not  looked  into  for  many  years  before, 
but  now  I  did,  and  it  brought  me  on  my  knees  to 
Cod,  hoping  that,  if  I  confeflcd  and  prayed  to  God» 
read  my  Bible,  and  went  to  church,  that  God  would 
have  mercy  upon  me;  however  I  let  to,  with  a 
refolucion  to  get  no  further  in  debt,  but  if  poffible 
to  pay  fome  off  the  old  fcore.  I  inquired  into 
thofe  people  called  methodifts,  for  being  away  fb 
many  years  I  was  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  methodift ;  I  was  informed  they  were  a  good 
(et  of  people,  fuch  as  Wcflcy's  and  Whitefield's. 
The  fkft  I  found  out  was  Wefley's,  in  the  City 
Road ;  I  thought  furely  they  were  angels  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  began  to  think,  if  I  went  accord- 
ing to  my  refolution,  God  would  look  over  what 
was  pafty  and  I  fiiould  foon  be  fit  for  heaven ;  but» 
oh!  the  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  loving-kindnefs  of 
God !  he  did  not  let  me  reft  here  j  for  when  I  was 

getting 
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getting  up  to  that  pintiacley  he  threw  mc  <]own  and 
broke  all  my  bones,  by  fending  his  law  home  to  my 
heart :  then  i  faw  myfelf  in  a  dreadful  {late ;  not 
only  that  I  had  been  a  finner,  but  now  was,  and 
could  do  nothing  good.  In  reading  the  Bible,  what 
gained  my  greatcft  attention  was,  God*s  anger 
againft  fit^  and  his  commands  to  fanftify  myfelf 
holy  unco  the  Lord.  Well,  I  enquired  ho)v  a  man 
might  ian&ify  himfelf  to  the  Lord ;  and  was  inform- 
ed, the  people  who  frequented  the  ubernacle  went 
there  on  Saturday  evening  to  (knAify  themfelves 
ftgainll:  Sunday.  When  Saturday  evening  came  I 
fet  off  and  went ;  but  when  I  came  out,  found  my- 
felf more  Kke  a  devil  than  a  laint.  At  this  time  I 
was  quite  ignorant  of  the  way  of  falvation  by  Jefus 
Chrift :  what  makes  me  fay  fo  is,  feecaule  there  are 
many  who,  to  my  knowledge,  never  had  a  change 
of  heart,  that  know  it  is  through  the  merits  of  Jefus 
Chrift  they  muft  be  faved ;  but  then,  fay  they,  Jtfus 
Chrift  died,  for  all:  but  I  was  quite  ignorant  even  of 
the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Thefe  workmongers  fet 
me  many  talks  to  do ;  I  began  to  read  the  Bible  and 
pray  to  God,  as  I  called  it,  and  worked  hard  too ; 
till  at  laft  I  began  to  feel  fuch  enmity  fpring  up  in 
my  heart,  that  I-  faid  on  this  wife.  Surely  God  is  a 
hard  God !  for  he  fets  man  to  do  more  than  he  is 
able.  Why  (hould  he  be  fo  hard  with  a  creature 
that  he  has  made  ?  I  laboured  under  this  a  long  time, 
yet  durft  not  utter  the  hard  thoughts  and  enmity  I 
had  againft  him. 

I  becam^ft 
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I  became  acquainted  with  one  tnan  in  particular, 
and  would  have  given  the  world  if  I  iiad  been  as 
good  as  him :  faid  T>  if  I  tell  that  man  what  I  feel, 
he  will  doubclefs  condemn  HK,  and  then  I  will  g^ve 
it  all  up.  Accordingly,  wiien  we  met  again,  I  told 
)iim  what  I  felt,  what  enmity  I  had  againft  God  and 
his  word.  He  feemed  furprifed ;  and,  upon  my  alk- 
ing  him  if  he  ever  felt  any  thing  of  the  kind,  he 
anfwered  me  very  fternly,  No !  God  forbid  that  I 
lliould  have  enmity  againft  God  or  his  word«  He 
left  me  wounded.  Well,  thought  I,  damned  I  (hall 
be,  do  what  I  will ;  then  began  to  quarrel  with  my- 
felf  for  living  fuch  a  wicked  life,  and  with  my  mo- 
ther for  not  corrcfting  me  when  I  ran  away  from 
my  mailer :  had  I  (laid  with  him,  I  might  have 
went  to  church,  and  lived  a  better  life  than  I  have 
done ;  but  it  is  too  late  now.  I  ihall  be  damned ! 
I  cannot  repent :  well,  I  will  give  it  up,  and  think 
no  more  about  it,  I  did  fet  off  once  to  get  drunk, 
but  furely  I  felt  a  hell  in  my  confcicnce  at  the  fame 
time.  I  laboured  here  a  great  while,  frequenting  a 
chapel  in  Nightingale-lane,  Eaft  SmithBeld,  called 
the  Mulberry  Gardens,  in  the  Countcfs  of  Hunting- 
don's connexion  i  at  this  time  fo  ignorant  was  I, 
that  I  did  not  know  they  would  grant  me  a  ticket 
for  a  feat,  fo  fkulked  about  like  a  thief.     Meflrs* 

W and  Jenkins  preached  there  at  that  rime,' 

but  I  was  afraid  to  fpeak  to  any  one  about  my  date. 

However,  one  evening,  I  fliall  never  ib^gct  it,  a 

woman,  who  attended  there,  would  force  her  con- 
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verfation  upon  me,  and  drew  from  me  many  things 
concerning  my  diftrefs,  which  I  did  not  think  to 
ipeak  of;  but  I  had  nq  fooner  left  her,  than  I  was 
Icized  with  fuch  violent  temptations  as  I  never  (ck ; 
it  was  to  run  down  Tower-hill,  right  into  the 
Thames^  and  drown  tpyielf.  And  I  really  thought 
that  the  devil  ran  away  with  me,  for  I  ran  againfl: 
ieveral  people,  and  have  no  doubt  but  I  knocked 
them  down.  I  have  viewed  the  fpot  many  a  dme 
fincc  where  I  ftopt.  I  ran  againfl:  a  large  poft,  and 
clung  fail  hold  of  it,  as  if  any  body  had  drove  me, 
and  believe  I  formed  at  the  mouth  like  a  mad  dog 
till  I  had  vent.  I  then  burft  into  tears,  went  up  a 
litde  paflage,  and  fuppofe  I  cried  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  after  which  I  found  fome  compofure  of 
mind.  I  fct  off  viewing  my  fad  ftate,  and  wa(hed 
my  fece  at  a  pump,  that  my  wife  might  not  per- 
ceive I  had  been  weeping  j  for  at  this  time  the  devil 
iet  her  on  to  perfecute  me,  and  fometimes  we  would 
quarrel,  yea  fight ;  but,  notwithflanding  I  was  in  this 
ftate,  die  re  were  feafons  that  I  preached  clofely  to 
her  what  I  felt,*  read  the  Bible  to  her,  and  alfo  the 
Prayer  Book,  though  I  did  not  believe  ihe  was  {o 
bad  as  I  waSj  yet  I  never  could  get  her  to  bend  the 
knee  to  Godj  but,  bleflfed  be  God  for  ever,  he 
made  ufe  of  me  as  an  inftrument  to  bring  her  on  her 
knees  not  many  months  after,  when  (he  found  her- 
felf  in  as  bad  a  pickle  as  I  was;  and  then  the 
devil  did  make  a  hand  of  us  with  a  witnefs,  for 
there  is  nobody  but  the  Lord  knows  the  fnares, 
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gins,  and  traps  he  laid  for  us.  -  Here  I  a  long  time 
laboured  under  the  law,  without  having  the  leaft 
viev^  of  Jefus  Chrift.     The  Lord  next  led  me  to 
meditate  what  Jefus  Chrift  was:    my  attention  at 
chapel  was  to  hear  what  was  faid  about  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  where  I  could  find  his  name  in  the  Bible,  I  pon- 
dered it  over,  for  it  feemed  fomething  new  to  me : 
I  was  led,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  fee  that  he  came  to  favc 
finners ;  then,  thought  I,  I  am  a  finner,  but  then  I 
am  too  bad.     After  much  labour  here  I  heard  fomc- 
body  fpeaking  about  a  new  birth ;  I  could  not  make 
this  out  at  all,  thinking  we  muft  be  fo  changed  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  as  to  be  perfeft  in  thought,  word, 
and  deed.     However,  one  fummer  evening,  I  went 
into  Moorfields,  where  a  man  had  been  preaching, 
and,  finding  two  men  arguing  with  each  other,  I 
drew  near,  like  a  condemned  criminal,  to  hear  what 
they  had  to*  fay,  and  whether  they  touched  my  cafe. 
One  of  them  obferved.  If  we  Jay  we  have  no  fin,  we 
deceive  ourfelvesy   and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.     To 
which  the  other  replied,  the  words  run  thus:  If  we 
Jay  we  han^e  not  Jtnned^  we  .make  him  a  liar^  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us.     Intimating  that  they  had  been 
finners,  but  now  freed  from  fin  in  the  fleflij  that 
they  which  had  received  the  grace  of  God  were 
perfeftly  holy.   They  loaded  me  pretty  well,  agree- 
able to  the  Lord's  words :  ^hey  hind  heavy  burdens 
m  men*  5  fhoulders^   which  are  grievous  t9  be  borne. 
Thought  I,  if  it  be  poflible  for  men  toarrive  at  a 
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ftatc  of  perfeflion,  they  certainly  muft  be  the  people, 
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and  I  am  far  enough  from  that.  Well^  I  ftrovc 
hard,  prayed  ofcener,  went  to  chapel  oftener^  read 
the  Bible  oftener,  and  thought,  if  this  will  not  do  I 
will  give  it  up,  and  I  declare  that  I  found  enmity  io 
my  heart  all  the  time  I  was  at  it ;  but  ihcMtly  the 
Lord  would  fruftrate  the  whole  of  rt.  I  would  faU 
into  fbme  Iin>  and  then  I  came  to  my  old  conclufion, 
I  Ihall  be  damned  after  alL  ^ 

I  often  fay.  What  a  peculiar  blefling  it  is  from 
God  to  be  placed  under  a  pallor  that  can  point  one 
the  way  to  a  poor  entangled  creature,  but  the  Lord 
knows  I  never  met  with  any  that  ever  fpoke  to  my 
feelings  till  he  placed  me  under  you ;  for  if  they  did 
at  any  time  touch  upon  it,  they  pulled  it  all  to  pieces 
before  they  had  done.  However,  the  Lord  carried 
on  his  work,  and,  after  this  toiling  and  fretting,  the 
blefled  Spirit  was  pleafcd  to  open  the  eyes  of  my 
underftanding  to  difcern  in  feme  meafure  the  way  of 
iaivadon  through  Jcfus  Chrid,  and  that  he  came  to 
fcek  and  to  fave  finners,  and  I  felt  myfclf  one  of  the 
blackcft  caft ;  but  then  ic  was.  He  that  believes  Jhall 
he  Javed^  and  be  that  believes  not  Jhall  be  damned. 
And  I  could  not  believe  that  Chrift  would  fave  me ; 
I  could  believe  that  he  would  damn  me,  this  I  could 
believe.  The  common  cry  among  my  aflbciates 
was.  Why  do  you  not  believe  ?  Only  believe,  lay 
they,  and  the  work  is  done.  Weil,  I  ftrove  to  be- 
lieve, and  would  with  all  my  foul  if  I  could  i  and 
when  I  found  I  could  not,  enmity  began  to  work 
afrelh.    After  the  Lord  had  difciplined  me  here  a 
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Httle>  I  learnt  that  &xih  in  Jefus  Chrift  was  the  gift 
of  Gtx]j  and  that  he  gave  it  to  a  people  of  his 
choice ;  that  he  had  a  people  formed  for  himfelf. 
The  bitternefs  that  worked  in  my  heart  at  this  is  be- 
yond expreflion.  Oh !  faid  I,  it  ought  not  to  be 
preached  !  But,  bleffed  be  God,  it  is  now  my 
fweetcft  morfc],  when  I  can  feci  in  my  foul  his  great 
love  from  everlafting  to  me.  I  laboured  here  near 
four  years,  and  then  the  Lord  was  plcafed  to  enable 
me  to  lee  more  and  more  of  the  fuitablene&  of  Jeius 
Chrift;  that  God  was  holy  and  I  unholy;  that  juf- 
tice  muft  have  fatis&£tion  on  me  the  (inner,  or  on 
Jcfus  Chrift  the  Surety.  I  could  difcem  him  coming 
down  from  heaven  in  love  to  his  people,  taking  our 
nature  into  union  with  himielf,  and  dying  the  juft 
for  the  unjuft,  that  tinners  might,  through  his  facis* 
£iA]on>  come  near  to  God.  My  prayers  were  then  al- 
tered, and  my  views  quite  different  to  what  they  were; 
there  was  a  kind  of  going  out  after  him.  It  was  noi 
ufe  to  fet  me  to  work  then  j  my  cry  was.  Oh  !  diac 
I  knew  him  for  myfelf !  and  there  was  fuch  a  defire 
(tirred  up  in  my  foul,  that,  night  and  day,  my  language 
was,  O !  that  he  would  but  make  known  his  love  to 
me!  fuch  longing  defires  had  I  after  him  at  that  time. 
For,  viewing  myfelf  on  the  brink  of  hell,  1  wanted 
a  manifeftation  x>f  him  to  me,  that  I  might  know 
whether  he  had  loved  me  from  everlafting;  and  be- 
ing affured  of  this  I  coukl  believe  on  him,  and  love 
him  with  all  my  heart  and  foul :  nothing  but  thia 
would  do ;  after  this  1  fought,  and  for  this  I  prayed, 
indeed  it  was  the  whole  tenor  of  my  prayers.    But 
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die  Lord  appearing  to  delay  his  comings  I  began  to  be 
relufbuit,  unbelief  began  to  work  again>  and  I  came 
to  tny  old  conclufion^  I  believe  it  is  only  a  delufion 
after  all !  I  have  had  a  little  hope  for  ibme  time, 
^)ut  i  have  been  deceiving  myfelf ;  if  he  had  ever 
loved  me,  he  would  let  me  know  it.  I  cannot  look 
at  my  well  ipent  life,  for  of  finners  I  am  the  black* 
eft ;  I  know  I  dcierve  hell,  and  he  would  be  juft  in 
lending  me  there :  but  know  where  I  belong  to  1 
muft)  and  (hall  never  reft  till  I  do  know.  Thefe 
were  my  meditations.  But,  blefs  him  for  evermore, 
one  morning  as  I  was  upon  my  knees  at  the  bed^ 
fide^— to  defcribe  what  I  felt  I  cannot ;  but,  what 
with  fweat  and  tears,  and  the  agony  I  was  in,  I  be- 
lieve my  hair  flood  upright  on  my  head  while  I  was 
praying :  in  that  condition  thcfc  words  came  to  me^ 
Kkc  a  voice  thrdugh  my  foul — Be  of  good  cheery  thy 
fins  are  forgiven  thee.  I  turned  myfelf  round,  as  if 
the  Lord  had  been  behind  me,  and  faid,  <^  Lord, 
"  what !  my  fins  that  are  paft  ?  I  am  a  finncr  yet.*" 
And  immediately  thefc  words  were  applied  to  my 
foul — T'he  blood  of  Jefus  Chrifl  cleanfeth  us  from  all 
Jin.  What  1  felt  none  can  exprefs  with  the  tongue; 
but,  oh !  the  joy,  love,  and  peace,  that  flowed  into 
my  foul !  I  could  hardly  believe  I  was  the  fame  per* 
fon ;  I  was  full  of  nothing  but  praifes  and  thankf* 
giving  to  Jefus,  for  I  believed  affu  redly  then  that 
he  loved  me  from  everlafting,  and  bore  all  my  fins 
in  his  own  body  on  the  tree.  This  continued  pro- 
mife  upon  promife,  night  and  day,  fleeping  and 
waking,  my  foul  was  with  him  \  yea,  I  claimed  every 
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^homife  in  the  Bible,  I  feared  nothings  nor  cared  for 
nothing  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:;  he  was  my  fong 
night  and  day.  The  Lord  did  fo  abundandy  blefs 
taiy  foul  at  times,  that  1  have  told  him,  though  iti 
ignorance.  Lord,  this  is  more  than  ever  I  afked  for> 
and  more  than  ever  I  expe£ted;  this  is  fufficient,  I 
ihall  doubt  no  mdre^  for  this  is  beyond  all  that  ever 
man  could  cxpeft  or  defirc.  But  dill  the  Lord  con- 
tinued it  i  for  1  was,  I  believe,  near  a  twelvemonth 
in  this  date :  and,  blejfs  the  Lord  for  ever  :he  has 
not  left  me  without  a  feeling  fenfe  of  it  to  this  day; 
for,  whenever  the  Lord  the  Spirit  is  plcafcd  t©  lead 
my  views  to  the  atonement,  and  I  can  view  Jefus 
fuffering  for  me^  my  heart  is  broke;  and  I  cannot 
help  iti  whether  it  be  under  the  word  preached,  or 
reading  the  Bible,  or  on  my  knees,  or  at  my  work, 
I  am  often  wondered  at.  But  to  fee  what  he  has 
faved  mc  from,  the  vileft  of  all  wretches  living: 
oh !  that  I  could  live  more  to  the  honour  and  glory 
of  his  blefled  name !  A  little  before  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  bring  me  into  the  trial  of  that  faith  he  had 
given  me,  I  had  a  vifioii,  which  I  never  fhall  forget 
ivhilc  in  the  flefli,  dnd  I  will  endeavouri  as  the  Lord 
Ihall  enable  me,  to  defcribc  it. — I  went  on  my 
knees  one  morning,  according  to  cuftom,  before  I 
Went  about  my  daily  employ,  and  fodnd  great  near- 
nefs  to  the  Lord  in  prayer  -,  but  all  on  a  fudden  I 
^as  caught  away  in  my  xniiidj  forgetting  I  was  on 
my  knees^  and  viewed  myfelf  in  a  bright  fhining 
Cloud  that  the  fun  Was  ready  to  (hine  through  j  I  lay 
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on  my  Mc  in  the  cloud  with  my  eyes  fixed  on  (bme 
writing  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  it.  At  this  time 
I  was  pleadidg  with  the  Lord  his  promifes ;  telling 
him  of  his  promifed  blcflingSj  his  faithfulnels,  good- 
nefs,  mercy,  and  love ;  my  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
writing  as  if  they  had  been  thefe  words  applied— 
Believejl  thou  this  ?  I  would  break  out  and  fay.  Yes, 
Lord,  I  do  believe  that  thou  wilt  be  &ithfiil  to  all 
that  thou  haft  promifed.  I  would  plead  again.  The 
word  was  the  lame  in  my  mind — Bclieveft  thou  this  ? 
I  ft  ill  told  him  I  did  believe  it.  This  was  applied 
icveral  times.  I  was  then  led  to  fee  my  vilenefs, 
and  this  pafTage  of  fcripture  was  brought  to  my 
mind — lam  a  man  of  unclean  lips;  my  eyes  bave/een 
tbeking^  the  Lord  of  Hojis.  But  when  I  came  to 
myfelf  I  was  in  a  comical  pofture,  for  my  head  was 
turned  round  on  my  ftioulder,  and  I  was  very  wet, 
I  fuppofe  with  tears ;  but  this  did  not  work  a  flavilh 
fear  in  my  heart,  for  as  yet  my  foul  was  alive  to  the 
Lord  Jcfus.  But  1  confidercd  what  it  all  could 
mean;  and,  fbon  after  this,  the  Lord  by  litde  and  little 
began  to  withdraw  his  comfortable  prefcnce ;  I  could 
rfot  have  communion  with  him  as  ufual ;  I  fought  him 
with  all  my  foul,  but  could  not  find  his  comfortable 
prefcnce:  I  then  began  to  find  fuch  blafphemous 
thoughts,  and  the  corruptions  of  my  heart  began  to 
ferment,  no  God  apparendy  at  hand,  and  unbelief 
ftepping  in,  I  began  to  call  all  in  queftion,  whether 
the  work  was  df  God  of  not  ?  for  this  was  what  I 
never  more  cxpeftcd  to  find.     I  then  fat  under  Mr. 
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W  ■■■^  'y  whole  chapel  is  in  G—  (trect,  Lincoin's^ 
Inn  Fields ;  and^  when  t  could  not  find  the  hord^ 
I  fought  to  fome  df  the  cftablilhed  Chriftians,  as  1 
thought,  ^ho  belonged  to  that  church.  ^Some  told 
me,  if  they-  had  experienced  the  love  they  had  heard 
me  fpeak  of,  they  flioiild  never  be  in  the  ftatc  I  was 
in  t  others  faid,  I  had  forfaken  their  company,  dnd 
I  certainly  niuft  keep  bad  company,  I  theri  went  td 
Mn  W'^  '■",  the  minifter,  and  he  really  laughed  at 
me,  and  faid  I  mud  look  to  Jbfus.  I  told  him  I 
could  not  find  him ;  and,  faid  I,  if  I  could  but  look 
to  him  I  would  not  have  come  to  yoii. 

In  this  ftatc  I  laboured  for  I  believfe  neaf  Vik 
ihonthsi  and  nobody  knows  what  I  fuffered  but  God 
and  rftyfelf,  except  thoft  that  havt  felt  the  fame^ 
At  times  I  have  found  my  rebelliort  fo  llirfed  upt^ 
that  I  have  fecredy  ^ivilhed,  as  I  haVe  gbne  along 
the  ftrcet,  that  fomebody  Would  tome  and  ftab  mc^ 
and  kill  me  out  of  my  mifery,  I  have  jilmpcd  out 
of  bed  in  the  night  when  thefe  blafph^mous  thoUghti 
were  hurled  through  mcj  gone  bii  ttiy  knceSi  arid 
prayed  God,  if  I  was  not  in  the  borid  of  tjie  fcove- 
nant,  never  to  fufFcr  me  to  get  off  my  knees  agairii 
but  fend  me  to  hell,  where  I  defcrvi^d  to  go  j  but  nd 
anfwer.  Sometimes  I  Would  get  into  i  private 
place>  go  on  my  knees  vvith  humblenels  of  heartj 
and  cry  thus — "  Lord,  decide  this  ttiattci'  bhce  itior* 
**  between  Satan  and  me.**  I  have  broke  Out  fome- 
times— «  I  do  know  the  Lofd— I  am  fure  I  do/* 
I  have  argued  with  the  devil  an  hour  or  two  on  ^ 
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ftrctch.  I  have  given  all  up  to  hitn  of  my  expcrf- 
cnce,  till  I  have  come  to  my  deliverance,  where  the 
Lord  fpoke  peace  to  my  foul ;  but  I  never  could 
give  up  that,  for,  bleiFcd  be  the  Lord,  he  kept  me> 
or  Satan  would  have  had  his  ends.  Well,  I  was 
brought  at  laft  to  this  conclufion — Now  I  will 
never  fpeak  to  iny  perfon  more  about  my  experi- 
ence, for  I  believe  there  is  nobody  in  the  world 
knows  any  thing  about  it. — "  No,^'  lays  the  devil, 
"  you  was  never  yet  delivered,  nor  can  you  find 
^  any  one  perfon  that  was  delivered  from  the  bon- 
"  dage  of  the  law  ever  brought  into  fuch  a  ftatc 
^  as  you  arc  in."  Upon  which  I  thus  concluded : 
Well,  if  I  belong  to  God,  he  will  keep  me  from  , 
thcfe  evils ;  but  if  not,  the  devil  will  have  hk  ends> 
for  I  am  certain  I  cannot  keep  myfetfl 

In  this  forlorn  ftatc  t  went  on ;  fometimes  my  heart 
as  hard  as  a  flmt,  and  full  of  the  fury  of  the  devil ;  at 
intervals,  fome  humblings,  that  I  could  in  fome  mea- 
fure  pour  it  out  to  the  Lord  for  a  moment ;  then  I 
was  Ihut  up  again,  and  as  hard  as  a  ftonc.  Welly 
thought  I,  I  (hall  go  mourning  all  my  days.  But 
one  Sunday  morning  as  I  was  going  to  chapel,  for 
I  could  not  keep  away,  though  I  was  under  great 
temptations  to  do  it,  I  was  meditating  on  my  date  i 
Thought  I,  is  there  nobody  can  fympathize-  with  mc^ 
is  there  none  that  can  point  out  my  cafe  ?  Wheit 
thefe  words  were  applied  with  power  to  my  foul—/ 
will  pve  you  pajlors  after  my  own  hearty  which  Jballfetd 
you  with  knowledge  and  underjianding.  I  was  perfuaded 
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in  my  own  mind  that  it  came  from  the  Lord,  and 
cried  out,  "  Lord,  where  arc  they  ?  I  can  find  none 
**  that  know  any  thing  of  my  experience."  Thefc 
words  were  fixed  on  my  mind,  and  I  ufcd  often  to 
lay,  "  Lord,  where  are  they?"  However,  foon 
after  I  faw  a  man  and  his  wife,  whom  I  had  been 
acquainted  with,  coming  from  your  (ihapel  in  Titch- 
ficld-ftreet ;  I  would  have  fhunned  them,  but  they 
called  me  j  I  thought  they  fhould  get  nothing  out 
of  me.  They  alked  mc  how  I  got  on  ?  I  anfwer- 
€d.  Middling !  But  1  believe  they  (aw  by  my  coun- 
tenance where  I  was,  and  aflced  mc  wjiy  I  did  not 
go  to  hear  Mr.  Huntington  ?  1  replied,  I  did  not 
know  who  to  hear,  nor  where  to  go.  They  told 
me  where  you  preached ;  I  anfwered  them  lightly, 
but  it  was  greatly  impreffed  on  my  mind  all  the 
week  I  and  when  Sunday  mor/iing  came  I  fct  off 
and  found  the  chapel;  I  remember  getting  into  one 
of  the  free  feats,  up  in  one  corner,  like  a  thie^ 
that  nobody  might  know  me.  I  do  not  recoUeft 
the  text  you  then  preached  from ;  but  1  heard  at- 
tentively, which  I  had  not  done  for  fome  time  be- 
fore. I  got  away  as  foon  as  you  had  done,  that  I 
might  not  be  feen  by  any  one  that  knew  me ;  for  I 
had  heard  very  evil  things  faid  of  you,  which  !  foon 
found  they  could  not  prove.  As  1  went  home  me- 
ditating on  the  difcourfe,  I  faid,  "  This  man  fecms 
^'  to  know  fomething  of  what  I  feel ;  I  will  go  and 
•*'  hear  him  again."  When  I  got  home,  I  faid  thu$ 
jo  my  wife: — I  believe  the  Lord  has  direfted  mc 
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^  a  man  chat  knows  fcmething  about  my  diftrcfi^ 
for  he  reemicd  to  fpeak  a  Hcde  about  it.  She  alked. 
Where  is  it,  and  who  is  he  ?  I  faid  his  name  is 
Hqntington»  and  it  is  as  far  as  Qxford  Market,  and 
I  (hould  go  again  in  the  evening  i  (he  was  in  4 
pet  about  it,  and  laid.  You  (hall  not  drag  me  fo  far 
to  hear  I  dp  not  know  who.  However  I  was  de- 
'  ^eripiped  to  go ;  and  come  I  did,  bringing  her  with 
nie  s  apd,  blefied  be  the  Lord,  he  never  let  us  gq 
l)ack ',  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  a  hearing  ear,  fq 
that  I  perceived  I  was  not  harafled  with  thofc  temp- 
tfttions  under  the  word  preached  as  I  had  been.  I 
thought  for  (bme  weeks  that  you  preached  to  none 
but  me,  defcribiqg  my  (late  fo,  that  at  laft  it  ali 
came  out ;  the  Lofd  blelTcd  it  to  my  foul,  I  was  fee 
^t  liberty  againi  peace  was  proclaimed^  you  was 
made  manifeft  in  my  cqnfcience,  and  I  rejoiced 
figain  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance.  I  blefied 
the  Lord,  that  eyer  he  brought  me  under  your  mi^ 
niftry,  I  thanked  him  night  and  day ;  I  could  thei^ 
fee  you  y^as  the  pallor  the  Lord  had  promifed  tq 
give  mp. 

Now  began  perlceqtion :  but,  blcfs  the  Lor4,  I 
|iavc  oftef)  admired  his  tender  goodnefs  in  this  thing. 
Pe  y^ould  not  fuffcr  them  to  fpeak  tp  me  till  he  wa^ 
pleaied  to  fpea}c  peace  to  my  foul  again :  and  thofe 

pf  Mr.  W '5  chapel  not  only  pcrlecuted  me 

ppenly,  but  imagined  lies  in  their  heart;  for  they 
told  me  I  left  hi$  chapel  on  purpole  to  live  in  (iot 
Mr.  \y-    .'    ■   himfelf  jold  mc  I  was  got  intp  the 
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HunVingtonian*s  ealy  chair,  but  I  ihould  find  a  diP- 
fcrcncc  on  a  death- bed.  I  fent  them  word,  I  would 
meet  the  church  at  any  time,  to  prove  all  they  faid 
was  falfe  5  but  they  never  lent  for  me,  ib  gave  me 
tip,  watching  for  my  fall :  but,  bleflcd  be  the  Lord* 
he  has  kept  me  by  his  mighty  power  to  this  day, 
and  has  given  me  to  fee  fome  of  thofe  that  were 
counted  pillars  among  them  turn  their  back  on 
Jefus  i  but  I  know  It  is  by  his  grace  I  am  kept  to 
the  prefent  moment,  as  one  of  the  vileft  of  poor 
finncrs  faved.  This  experience  brought  me  to  know 
God's  faithfolnefe  to  bis  chofen^  for  I  proved  him  {q 
in  that  furnace. 

Soon  after  this  my  love  waxed  cold,  and  I  l^egaa 
to  crave  after  this  world's  goods  j  I  thought,  if  I 
could  get  a  little  beforehand  by  honeft  induftry,  it 
vfzs  no  more  than  right.  I  fet  to  with  at  willing 
mind,  as  I  thought,  and  not  without  prayer  to  Qod 
fieither.  I  went  in  fearch  for  fomcthing;  a  chandler's 
Ihop  offered,  and  money  to  be  lent  mc  to  fet  up, 
Wy  mind  was  fet  upon  it.  I  went  to  the  Lord* 
and  prayed,  if  it  was  not  his  will,  by  no  means  to 
let  me  have  it;  and  went  to  him  often  too:  but  I 
inuft  confefs,  though  I  prayed  againfl:  it  if  it  was 
fiot  his  will,  yet  my  heart  was  for  it ;  and  the  Lord, 
^wbo  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  knew  that  I  de- 
fired  to  have  it,  and  he  let  me  have  it  to  m;  for- 
row;  for  I  ftrove  hard,  and  meant  well,  but  the 
Jjonfs  hand  went  out  againft  me  In  all  that  I  under- 
look ;   and  I  wondered  at  it,  fqr  I  did  not^  as  yet, 
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fee  the  fnarc ;  but  experience  brings  us  to  a  knofv-i 
ledge  of  thefe  things ;  and  I  thank  my  dear  Re- 
deemer that  ever  he  brought  me  in  a  way  of  expc- 
rience,  in  anywife  to  know  the  cunqing  of  Satan^ 
find  the  proneneis  of  my  own  heart  to  ftray  from  the 
bed  of  friends.  I  went  on  here^  hoping  things 
would  be  better ;  but  I  had  loft  my  Godj  there  wa^ 
no  communion,  things  got  worfe  and  worfe  i  I  was 
in  debt  and  nothing  to  pay  wich^  in  that  ienfe  my 
prayers  were  Ihut  out,  no  anfwer  to  my  petitions, 
ilill  all  things  going  againft  us.  Sometimes  my  wife 
and  I  would  quarrel  whofe  fault  it  was  for  coming 
there,  for  we  were  both  in  the  mefs  j  then  would 
we  fret  one  againft  the  other :  we  would  pray,  but 
to  no  purpofe.  And  here  the  Lord  kept  us  till  he 
made  us  as  fenfibly  fick  of  it  as  ever  poor  creature^ 
were  in  this  ^orld.  Then  he  was  pleafed  to  hum- 
ble us  in  the  duft,  and  (hewed  us  we  had  back- 
flldden  from  him  through  covetoufnefs  and  the  en- 
fnarement  of  the  riches  of  thb  world,  for  my  heart 
was  after  ic  -,  but  his  tepdcr  love  to  us  would  not  let 
us  go.  Though  he  k^pt  me  clofe  at  his  dear  fbot« 
ftool  a  good  while,  confefling  and  praying  for  de^ 
liverance  before  it  came,  and  would  fay  to  my  poor 
foul,  ILffi  thou  not  procured  thefe  things  to  tbyfetf? 
Yes,  Lordi  I  would  cry,  I  have,  and  beg  thy  par- 
doning mercy  only  to  forgive  thy  poor  worms,  and 
deliver  us  out  of  this  place ;  being  ready  to  fay,  I 
nev^r  would  be  entangled  in  this  way  again :  but 
the  Lord  knows  how  weak  we  are^  and  I  fee  he 
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fvUl  let  us  know  it  too ;  for,  I  believe  io  lefs  dia« 
H  twelvemonth  I  was  entangled  in  the  fame  way 
again.  13  ut^  after  this  deliverance^  I  went  com* 
fortably  on  for  fbnie  dme  s  the  Lord  blefled  me  Har- 
der the  word  often^  and  many  precious  prooiifes  he 
Vizs  pleafed  tq  give  me. 

At  this  rime  there  were  three  or  four  friends^  a^ 
^hey  were  pleafed  to  ftile  themlelves>  came  from  the 
Mulberry  Gardens  chapel  to  fpend  the  afternooa 
with  mcj  to  inquire  into  my  profeflton^  and  wha( 
dofbrines  I  held  fince  I  heard  Mr.  Huntington* 
They  feemcd  greatly  to  pity  me,  and  afked  a  great 
many  queftions^  which  the  Lord  enabled  me  to 
gnfwer  in  a  meafure.  I  infifted  on  the  Spirit'9 
work,  they  upon  free  will.  I  told  them  of  God'$ 
cverlafting  love  to  his  chofen,  and  being  kept  by 
\m  mighty  power.  They  faid  I  muil  take  the  law^ 
that  is,  the  ten  commandments,  as  my  rule  to  wall^ 
\>y,  though  I  was  called  by  grace,  or  elle  I  was  aa 
Antinomian  (the  meaning  of  the  word  Antinomiaa 
I  was  at  this  time  ignorant  of).  Upon  afking  how 
I  mufl  go  on  in  this  way  ?  They  anfwered,  I  muft 
walk  in  the  footfteps  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  a$ 
pear  as  I  could.  I  told  them,  a  man  was  a  mere 
machine,  for  no  longer  than  he  is  wrought  upon  by 
(he  Holy  Ghoft  can  he  do  aught  that  is  welU 
pleafmg  to  God^  for  it  is  God  muft  work  in  him  ta 
will  and  to  do.  This  affronted  my  guefts,  anc} 
they  pcrfecuted  me  fadly  j  and  one  of  their  confe* 
Iterates  wherreted  me  contiaually^  till  I  hated  her } 
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ihe  ufed  to  waylay  me  in  the  ftreet  as  I  came  home 
at  night  from  my  work,  till  at  laft  I  looked  to  fee 
if  {he  was  coming,  and  would  have  gone  a  mile  out 
of  the  way  rather  than  meet  her.  Thefc  words 
were  brought  to  my  mind— /i&^  law  worketb  wratb. 
Ah,  Lord !  I  would  cry,  there  is  no  love ;  we  can- 
not unite :  but  the  devil  (who  Is  never  backward  to 
diftrefs  the  poor  creature  that  defircs  to  be  brought 
on  in  God's  way)  fets  in,  and  would  fain  have 
reprefented  thefe  people  to  me  as  uught  of  God. 
Well,  thought  I,  if  they  are  right,  I  muft  be  wrong. 
But,  blefs  the  Lord,  I  was  enabled  to  tell  him  all 
about  it ;  and  he  foon  fct  you  to  preach  on  it,  and 
gave  me  to  fee  1  was  right  and  they  were  wrong. 
However,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  (peak  very  com- 
fortably to  my  foul  before  he  put  me  into  the  fur- 
nace, and  there  the  Lord  (hewed  me  what  the  law 
was.  One  day,  at  my  work,  he  was  pleafed  to  lead 
my  mind  out  in  mcditadon  about  it,  from  what 
you  preached  the  Sunday  before.  The  Lord  broke 
in  upon  my  foul,  and  threw  fuch  light  upon  it,  that 
I  difcovercd  where  they  all  were  that  contended  for 
the  law  as  a  rule  for  th?  believer  to  walk  by :  I 
could  fee  they  were  all  in  bondage  under  it.  And 
the  Lord  faid  to  me,  *^  Such  like  paftors,  fuch  like 
*'  people.**  I  thanked  him  from  my  foul  for  open- 
ing the  eyes  of  my  underftanding  to  fee  it  to  clearly: 
my  foul  was  fo  full  I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  work. 
1  went  into  the  back  yard,  into  my  matter's  co^l- 
houfc,  and  poured  out  my  foul  to  the  Lord  in 
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|>r.aifcs  and  thankfgiving  for  his  gracious  goodnefs  i 
fitndi  while  I  was  praifing  bixn,  thefe  words  came 
with  power.  Thou  Jbalt  be  call  Hfpbmi-bah^  for^  the 
yLord  deligbteth  in  thee.  I  thought  I  fhould  have 
dropt  down  \  I  cried  out,  **  Lord,  what  mc !  the 
**  unworthieft  of  all  wretches  !"  But  the  Lord,  the 
Spirit,  turned  my  mind  in  a  moment  to  the  Lord 
Jefus  who  had  atoned  for  all  my  fins.  Here  I  was 
interrupted  by  fomebody  coming  that  way,  fo  I  left 
that  place  and  betook  me  to  another,  (hut  mylelf 
^p,  and  prayed  the  Lord  to  keep  me,  telling  him 
of  my  weaknefs  andh^IpleiTneis;  when  thefe  words 
paipe  with  ppwcr —riWi?)'  my  right  hand  forget  its 
curmingy  and  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouthy 
if  ever  I  forget  thee.  Well,  faid  I,  then  here  is  my 
vow  to  the  Lord,  '*  May  my  right  hand  forget  its 
'^  cunning,  and  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
^  my  mogtb,  if  ever  I  forget  to  praife  thy  holy 
^*  name,"  Which  \  afterwards  afked  the  Lord  a 
thoufand  pardons  for^  but  it  could  not  be  recalled  s 
for  I  knew  it  was  him  ^lone  that  muil  work  in  me 
%o  will  and  to  do :  bujC  I  often  think  of  my  vow. 

Now  my  wife  had,  at  thi$  time,  got  another 
^op,  and  fold  greens,  and  (he  feemed  to  go  oa 
proiperoufly  ^  but  I  would  have  np  hand  in  this, 
having  had  full  .enough  of  the  other:  lb  (be  had  all 
the  management  of  it  herfelf^  and  wa$  as  barren  in 
foul  as  (he  v(^ell  could  be. 

Soon  after  this  the  Lord  laid  tne  on  a  fick-bed  i 
\  lb(t  the  ufc  pf  all  my  limbs^  and^ .  what  was  worfe^ 
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ridl  the  bed  of  friendS)  the  Lord  Jefus :  I  that 
iiMirmured  and  fretted  till  tny  old  rebellion  began  to 
ftew  itfdf  I  for  I  can  afTuredly  (ay  this  fcripture  was 
fiilfiUed  in  me  at  that  time — fFitb  the  pervafe  mm 
1  will  ft>ew  ntfjelf  ferverfe.  I  was  in  great  bodily 
p^n,  and  had  medicines  from  feveral  dodtors^  but 
all  to  no  purpofe,  for  I  remained  in  this  condition 
libout  a  month  or  five  weeks  i  and  then  the  Lord 
cafed  me  of  my  p^,  and  I  feemed  to  be  fomewhat 
|)etters  with  which  my  old  man  was  very  much 
pleafed;  butj  blefied  be  tlye  Lord^  he  would  not 
kc  me  come  out  that  way,  for  I  can  (ec  it  now ; 
but  in  h{e  throws  n>c  again,  makes  it  hotter  than 
it  was  before^  humbled  my  ha^d  heart  under  )t,  and 
made  me  willing  to  fubmit.  Then  my  dear  Re« 
deemer  came  again,  indulged  me  with  fweet  mani* 
feftations  of  his  everlafting  love  to  me,  making  me 
wrilling  to  leave  this  finful  world ;  and,  having  thus 
humbled  my  flinty  heart  by  his  power,  he  healed 
my  body,  an^  (et  me  on  my  legs  again.  Oh! 
mhfiil  pain3  the  Lord  takes  with  fuch  finful  wretches 
as  we  are.  The  Lord  ^cer  thfs  fent  us  out  from 
that  (hop  of  dependance,  and  then  my  wife  was  not 
to  efcape,  for  he  threw  her  into  the  faipe  way,  and 
kept  her  there  till  I  had  hardly  a  thing  left  in  the 
houie.  The  Lord's  hand  (eemed  to  go  againft  me 
)n  all  I  took  in  hand ;  I  prayed  and  cried  to  the 
]L^rd,  and  often  had  communion  with  him,  and 
ynany  precious  promifes  too  I  received.  I  would 
W^tch  his  hand,  expeding  deliverance  s  but  no  an- 
I  fwer : 
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fwtr :  yet  I  would  catch  at  every  thing  that  came  ia 
fhe  way.  Well,  thought  I,  this  is  the  Lord — this 
is  his  way :  but  no,  not  yet.  And  I  worked  hard 
at  my  bufinefs,  but  all  would  not  do.  The  Lord 
kept  me  here,  and  my  wife  ill,  expefting  every 
tixxie  I  came  home  not  to  find  her  alive,  till  I  had 
kardly  the  .neceflkries  of  life,  I  thought  this  was 
hard  trufting  to  God ;  but,  blefs  him  for  ever,  he 
liath  llnce  that  (hewed  me  what  it  is  to  truft  in  him, 
for  all  that  I  ftand  in  need  of«  My  blefled  Father 
was  obliged  to  fcourge  me  a  great  deal  before  he 
brought  down  my  ftubJDorn  will  to  his  for  temporal 
neceffaries :  nay,  he  would  not  fo  ^  much  as  let  me 
keep  my  benefit- club  on  (that  I  bebnged  to  befi»e 
he  called  me  by  his  grace) ;  I  gave  it  up  at  lafi: 
whh  much  reluftance :  but  the  Lord  was  determin- 
ed I  fhould  have  no  dependance  but  on  him*  And 
a  blefled  life  this  living  upon  the  Lord  is  !  It  keeps 
our  fear  in  exercife,  fo  that  I  fear  to  ofiend  him 
that  fupplies  all  my  wants.  Blefs  him,  I  can  tell 
when  he  hears  me  too ;  and  I  know  when  I  offend, 
to  my  forrow.  I  am  not  without  my  doubts,  fears, 
and  trials,  in  the  way ;  for  I  carry  about  me  a  body 
of  fin,  which  is  the  heavicft  burden  I  have  to  carry: 
and,  in  reality,  it  is  a  heavy  burden  to  all  God's, 
children  that  are  brought  to  hate  fin.  I  find  it  hard 
fighting  againil  the  world,  fin,  and  Satan,  when  the 
Lord  Jefus  hides  his  face.  I  pafs  through  much 
periecution  from  the  world,   for  I  labour  among 

jQiany  enemies  for  my  bread.    I  have  many  watch^ 
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bg  for  my  halting ;  manj  fhares^  traps,  and  gin9, 
Ac  devil  lays  for  me ;  but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord 
badi  delivered  me,  and  I  truft  he  will  yet  deliver. 
He  hath  made  me  quite  fick  of  the  worid ;  I  long 
to  be  with  him ;  there  is  nothing  here  that  can  fa- 
tisfy  my  foul,  if  the  Lord  Jefus  is  abfent.  You» 
as  a  pador  fent  of  God,  are  made  a  great  bleffing  to 
my  foul ;  for  often,  when  I  cannot  pray  for  myfel^ 
I  can  for  you,  and  Ihall  come  away  ibmewhac  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  Lord  hath  heard  me.  And  may 
the  Lord  blefs  you,  and  keep  you,  and  lift  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  you  for  his  own 
name's  fake,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  for  his  dear 
children's  fake,  is  the  prayer  of  a  poor  finful  worm 
laved. 

Your  wellwirtier, 

and  faithful  Ion  in  the  faith. 


Ltm% 
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LETTER  XL. 


To  Mr.  T 


BELOVED  OF  GOD^ 

Peace  and  truth  be  with  thee. 

Thy  fimple  narrative  arrived  fafc,  and  in  the 
perufal  of  it  I  found  a  medley  of  fwcets  in  it,  and  a 
medley  of  feelings  in  my  own  foul  which  accompa-* 
nied  the  reading  of  it.  I  wondered,  I  admired,  I 
grieved,  I  wept,  and  at  times  laughed  quite  out ;  I 
iaid,  in  my  heart,  this  vellel  hath  made  many  tacks, 
ipent  much  time  in  failing,  and  for  ten  years  did  not 
run  orfe  knot  toward  the  defired  haven,  which  is  fb 
commodious  to  winter  in.  However,  we  are  glad 
to  find  that  Jonah  is  got  fafe  to  land :  you  and  T» 
my  fon,  are  fubjeft  to  many  epidemical  diforders 
which  require  many  bitter  potions,  and  much 
phylic.  StifF  necks,  and  ftony  hearts;  perverfe 
wills,  and  obftinate  minds  s  the  leprofy  in  the  blood, 
and  the  plague  in  the  heart — thefe  require  much 
probing>  and  a  deal  of  medicine,  and  all  litdc 
enough  to  reftore  us  to  health  and  keep  us  alive. 
Thou  haft  got  a  large  track  to  look  back  upon, 
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plenty  of  room  for  reQeftion^  and  a  vaft  compafs  of 
this  world  to  explore;  one  continued  fcene  of  prefer- 
vation^  and  the  innumerable  deliverances  of  an  un« 
known  God>  mud  at  times  be  a  foul-humbling  con- 
fidcration  to  thee>   and  is  a  confirmation  of  that 
wonderful  ^Sa^c—preferved  in  Cbrift  Jtfus^    and 
ioUcd.    However,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  thou 
hail  been  more  roughly  handled  on  fhore  than  ever 
thou  wert  at  (ea  i  no  captain,  that  ever  thoii  Ikiledft 
with,  ever  treated  thee  with  that  Cruelty  that  thou 
baft  experienced  from  the  buflFetings  of  thy  old  matter 
the  devil;  all  the  laflies  of  the  cat  were  but  fieabitesi 
when  compared  to  the  chaftifements  and  fcourges 
of  God  i  nor  any  dangers  at  fea  fo  perilous  as  that 
of  hovering  upon  the  brink  of  the  bottomlefs  pit; 
with  a  guilty  confcience,   and  under  the  curfe  of 
God:    I  know  thou  wilt  agree  with  me  in  this^ 
What  pains,  what  patience,  what  long*  fufiering  and 
loog-fbrbearance,  what  watchfiilneis  and  tender  care^ 
does  the  Almighty  exercife  in  behalf  of  poor  crawl- 
ing worms  of  the  duft,  who  are  fuch  enemies  to 
him,  fuch  infamous  rebels  againft  him  1  But  his  de- 
cree is  fure,  his  eternal  love  is  fixt,  and  the  price  of 
our  redemption  is  paid,  and  we  muft  be  brought  to 
know  it,  to  feel  it,  and  to  enjoy  it,  that  we  may  be 
melted,  puriHed,  and  humbled,  and  that  our  God 
may  J)e  glorified. 

It  is  true,  had  all  thefe  thy  fufierings  been  in 
defence  of  the  gofpel,  it  had  been  an  honour,  and^ 
thou  wouldeft  have  borne,  even  on  thy  back,  the 
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marks  of  the  Lx>rd  Jcfus,  but,  alas,  thou  waft  buffeted 
for  thy  faults  j  but  even  this  hath  worked  for  good, 
for  we  have  had  our  fiU  of  this  vain  and  mifcrable 
world,  and,  whatever  opportunity  we  may  TiaVc 
to  return,  I  believe  wc  Ihall  never  dcfirc  to  go 
back. 

Worldly  profp.erity  is  fcldom  a  furtherance  of  the 
good  work  within ;  if  it  was,  God  would  not  keep 
the  generality  of  his  people  fb  poor  as  he  does :  a, 
ftate  of  abfoliite  depcndance  on  him  is  bg/l  fpr  us, 
though  proud  nature  doth  not  like  to  fubmit  to  it. 
It  makes  us  induftrious,  watchful,  and  furniihes  us 
with  many  petitions  at  the  throne  of  grace  \  it  makes 
his  mercies  fweet,  and  excites  gratitude  for  the  Icaft 
&vour;  and,'  while  the  Almighty  caufes  his  good- 
nefs  to  pafs  before  us,  we  fee  our  figns,  and  many 
tokens  for  good,  which  encourage  faith,  and  caufe 
us  to  abound  in  hope ;  and,  as  he  hath  promifed  us 
every  needful  fupply,  and  hath  put  temporal  as  well 
as  ipiritual  blellings  into  his  covenant  and  in  his  pro* 
mife,  and  hath  appointed  Chrifl:  heir  of  all  things 
pertaining  to  this  life  and  to  that  which  is  to  come, 
our  portion  is  fafeft  in. his  hand,  and  he  fhall  choofe 
our  inheritance  for  us :  he  hath  not  intended  to  give 
us  our  good  things  in  this  life,  he  hath  provided 
fomc  better  thing  for  us,  a  treafure  in  the  heavens, 
where  no  moth  corrupts,  where' no  thief  approaches  j 
therefore,  'having  food  and  raiment,  be  therewith 
content,  for  we  brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and 
it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out. 

Vol.  II.  S  Be 
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Be  not  entangled  with  acquzdhtancesi  nor  fuffer 
tbyfelf  to  be  brought  into  bondage  by  any  one  that 
makes  a  profeflion  of  religion^  let  him  be  who  he 
may:  There  are  but  few^  comparatively  fpeakingi 
who  know  either  law  or  gofpel  in  the  power  of  themi 
they  know  neither  the  goodncfs  nor  the  feverity  of 
God  i  they  can  neither  fing  of  mercy  nor  of  judg* 
ment.  It  hath  often  been  a  grief  to  me  to  lee  a 
young  believer,  juft  verged  out  of  darkneis,  running 
after  every  one  he  can  find  that  makes  a  profeffion  \ 
one  robs  him,  another  wounds  him,  another  ftum- 
bles  him*  If  iuch  were  to  be  ftiU  and  quiet,  keep 
themfelves  to  themfelves,  and  obferve  the  Lord's 
work  with  th^^,  and  what  paflcs  between  their  own 
fouls  and  him,  pay  attendon  to  his  voice  and  watch 
his  vifitations,  compare  fpiritual  things  with  fpirituali 
his  word  with  his  work,  and  give  all  diligence  to 
make  their  calling  and  eleftion  fure,  .we  (hould  not 
have  fo  many  haldng  and  doubting  believers  as  we 
have;  but  they  let  the  beft  opportunity  flip,  and 
then  the  time  comesy  when  tbey  deftre  to  fee  one  of  tbi 
days  of  the  Son  of  Man ,  and  tbey  Jhall  not  fee  it.  Such 
iimple  fouls  are  often  enfnared  by  the  worft  of  hypo- 
crites, they  look  up  to  one  who  appears  to  have 
great  light,  and  they  fee  with  his  eyes,  and  go  by 
his  light,  and  what  he  fays  is  fure  to  be  gofpel ;  an-; 
other  appears  to  be  all  faith  and, fervour,  and  they 
reft  upon  his  arm  \  by  and  by  this  (hining  light  falls 
into  error,  and  the  fuppofcd  ftrong  believer  difcovcrs 
nothing  but  rafb  prefumption  \  and  then  their  right 

pycs 
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eyes  miift  be  plucked  our,  and  their  right  hands  cut 
off:  and  how  halt  and  maimed  does  fuch  a  poor  foul 
feci  himfelf  to  bej  how  is  he  ftaggered  and  ftumblcd; 
how  enfeebled  and  difcouraged  is  he,  and  how  ftrong- 
ly  do  his  natural  affedtions  bias  him.  Thus  poor 
David  fared  when  Ahitbopbely  his  c6unfellor  and  com- 
panion>  was  given  up  to  Satan;  and  Paul,  when 
jilexander  and  Demas  turned  their  backs  upon  him; 
but  God  never  forfook  them.  And  truly  our  fd- 
lowfhip  is  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  Chrift  J efus, 
who  will  be  with  us  through  evil  report  and  good 
report,  and  to  hoary  hairs  and  old  age  wiU  be  carry 
us.  O  that  we  may  walk  huoibly  with  him !  walk 
with  him  in  peace  and  equity,  and  he  fhall  (hine 
upon  our  path,  dire£t  our  fteps,  and  pluck  our  fee( 
c^t  of  every  net  There  is  none  like  the  God  of 
Jefiiuron,  who  rideth  upon  the  heavens  in  our  help, 
and  in  his  excellency  on  the  ikies.  The  eternal  God 
is  our  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the  everlafting 
arms ;  he  fhall  thruft  out  every  enemy  from  before 
us,  and  (ball  fay,  Deftroy  them.  To  his  prote£Uon 
I  .commit  thee,  and  under  his  fhadow  may  thy  truft 
be,  tin  every  calamity  be  overpaft.  Amen  and 
amen,  fays  thy  wilHng  fervant  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

w.  u.  s.s. 


\ 


S  2  LETTER 


(    26c    ) 


LETTER   XLL 


To  D-p-^-^  M — .  New-York, 


Hear  Ir other  in  the  faith ^  and  comfaniotf  in  tra^ 
vail:   meekneft,  Jubmiffion^   and  rejignation  to 
'  the  will  of  God,  be  ever  with  thee,  tl^ough 
Je/iis  Chriji  our  Lord* 

A  CHOSEN  veffcl,  an  cle&cd  brother,  is  bom  for 
sdverjityi  chofen  m  the  furnace,  and  ordained  to 
aSB6lions«  //  is  given  in  our  behalf,  not  only  to  be-* 
lieve  in  Chrifl,  but  alfo  to  Juffer  for  his  name :  hence 
we  are  commanded  to  look  to  him  that  maketb  the 
/even  ftars  and  Orion,  and  tumetb  the  Jhadow  of  death 
utto  the  morning.  This  (hadow  of  death  very  much 
refcmbles  the  fubftancc— the  fting  of  death  is  feverc- 
ly  felt,  the  raihiftration  of  death  is  fet  home  upon 
the  heart,  the  awful  fentence  pafles,  and  the  foul 
fmks  under  it,  the  execution  of  it  is  both  fejt  and 
feared,  and  the  worfl  part,  the  pains  of  hell  and 
eternal  death,  arc  imagined — which  are  attended 
with  as  much  terror  and  torment  as  if  real. 

But  it  is  but  the  fhadow,  not  the  fubftance  \  it 
is  the  dark  valley,   not  the  bottomlefs  pit    The 

Spirit 
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Spirit  of  life  quickens  the  foul,  creates  a  thlrft  for 

Jcfus,  diftates  prayer,  opens  the  word  of  truth  to 

the  IbuU  and  allures  it  to  hope  and  expedlation ;  all 

which  counteraft  the  terrible  artillery  of  Sinai,  and 

maintain  a  door  of  hope,  and  hope  eKpe£Vs  a  refuge, 

even  under  the  heavieft  difcharges  of  that  awful 

fiorm.    Dreadful  arc  the  tfareatenings  o(  God's  pro- 

found  judgments,  and  the  verdidt  of  the  finner's  own 

confcicricc*;  but  our  pwii  heart,  whto  we  are  even 

in  the  horrible  pit,  will  coiiimend  the  righteoufnefs 

of  God ',  thus  deep  calls  unDo  dcep-^and  why  is  not 

the  juft  fentence  executed  ?  -  Becaufe  a  voice  before 

the  throne  forbids  it:,  it  calls  upon.  God  forjufticc' 

in  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  in  clcanfing  us  Trom 

all  unrightcoufneisi   and,  in  the  finner's  confcience, 

there  is  an  expcftation  of  a  voice  that  Ipcaks  better 

things  than  that  of  Abel,  and  the  poor  trembling 

finner  eagerly  and  impatiently  'waits  for  it.     Yea, 

-though  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  iappear  to  combine 

againft  the  finner,  though  all  refuge  fail,  and  both 

heart  and  flefti  fail,  yet  this  hope  in  atoning  blood 

l)antcrs  the  devil,  weathers' the  ftorm,  furmOunts  the 

gloomy  regions,  refifts  dei^air,  and  expedls  no  leis 

than  the  manifeftation  of  the  fons  of  God,  and  the 

inheritance  with  the  faints  in  light. 

This  is  the  path  that  God  leads  his  blind  ones  in, 
this  is  the  path  that  they  know  not  i  though  they 
know  they  are  in  his  powerful  hand,  and  he  com- 
pels  them  to  follow  him ;  though  in  chains,  and  with 
fupplication  and  bitter  weeping  he  leads  them,  look* 

S  3  ing 
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.  ing  through,  the  dark  cloud  at  Km  whom  they  have 
pierced^  and  mourning  for  him  i  though  aihamed 
and  confounded  at  the  thought — even  of  cxpcfting 
fuch  an  undeferved  mercy  at  the  hands  of  a  long- 
flightedj  much  negle£bed,  and  jufUy  incenfed  God 
and  Saviour.  This  is  fomething  of  the  appearance, 
and  fome  of  the  efFedls  of  the  Saviour's  firft  viGt  to 
the  heart  of  a  rebel.  He  comes  as  the  moft  mighty, 
i^ith  his  fword  upon  his  thigh,  and  rides  in  hb  glory 
and  in  his  majcfty,  while  the  heart  of  die  enemy  feeb 
his  arrows^  and  ^tls  cmder  him.  frmhlmg  attends 
his  firil  approach,  lifi  works  with  his  arrow,  beakb 
attends  his  fword,  tsiAionqueft  waits  on  his  bow; 
while  truth,  meekne^,  and  righeeodhefs,  are  the 
kftirig,  or  eternal,  effcds  of  his  victory — /  wHl 
htnd  Judab  for  me^  and  fill  my  how  xvitb  Epbram. 

The  vcflel  of  mercy  that  makes  the  dcfired  haven, 
muft  know  God's  path  in  the  mighty  waters  i  he 
that  winff  the  field  in  the  fight  of  faith,  mud  watch 
the  found  of  bis  goings  in  the  tops  of  tbe  mulberry ^ 
trees  J  and  thofe  who  enter  the  Holy  of  Holies  (hall 
firft  learn  to  know  the  goings  of  their  God  and  their 
King  in  the  fanftuary.  None,  my  dear  brother, 
teaches  like  him;  his  lelTons  baffle  carnal  rea* 
fon,  and  expofe  the  folly  of  our  wifeft  fchemesj 
but  when  he  hath  taught  us  to  know  our  wants, 
he  will  teach  us  to  jtnow  the  banquet  that  he  has 
provided,  and  to  diftinguiih  between  the  bread 
of  faints  and  the  hufks  of  hypocrites.  Chrift 
is  anointed    and   appointed,    not   to    break   tbe 
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bruifed  reed,  nor  to  quench  the  fmoaking  flax  j  not 
to  throw  the  lambs  to  the  wol^  nor  to  leave  them 
that  are  great  with  young;  he  is  the  chief^  the 
faithful,  and  the  good  Shepherd,  who  gave  his  life 
for  the  fheep,  and  who  received  the  flieep  as  the 
Father's  gift  to  him,  nor  (hall  one  flieep  of  his  fold 
be  loft,  or  one  hoof  of  his  flock  be  left  behind.  1 
have  of  late,  according  to  cuftom,  had  a  litde  fur- 
nace-work, to  which  I  have  been  long  in  leafbning, 
and  to  which  I  am  in  fome  degree  inured.  And 
ilnce  that  time  df  trial  no  fmall  fliare  of  Satan's  pre- 
fence,  dd,  and  afllftance,  which  he  lends  to  the  old 
man,  has  fell  to  my  fhare ;  and  now  I  am  keeping 
this  fabbath,  or  day  of  reft,  at  home,  laid  afide 
through  a  long  cold  and  hoarfenefs  -,  as  a  dumb  dog 
that  cannot  bark,  or  a  dumb  man  in  whofe  mouth 
are  no  reproofe  j  but  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 
noify  or  filent,  I  have  you  in  remembrance,  and 
fubfcribe  myfelf  ever  yours  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

Church-ftrcct,  Fad(lino;ton. 
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LETTER    XLII. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


DEAR  SIR, 

I  RECEIVED  your  Icind  letter,  and  it  gave  mc 
fome  comfort.  You  call  me  your  brothct  in  Chrift. 
O !  how  happy  fhould  I  be,  could  I  with  confi- 
dence write  to  you  as  fuch.  Yet,  Sir,  was  I  to  fay 
I  thought  I  had  no  part  in  him,  I  Ihould  do  violence 
to  my  own  .confcience.  The  Comforter  is  far  from 
me,  for  I  am  in  prifon  and  cannot  come  forth ;  al- 
though in  this  prifon  fometimes  light  and  truth  in 
the  word  is  with  me,  wjiich  encourages  hope,  I  do 
not  feel  fo  much  terror  as  formerly,  yet  Satan  does 
not  like  to  give  me  up.  O,  Sir,  he  is  a  terrible 
deceiver!  he,  often  infinuafcs  I  am  given  into  his 
hands  to  be  deceived,  which  caufes  heavy  work 
within;  but  I  truft  Jcfus  will  appear,  and  fay  to  the 
prilbner.  Go  forth.  The  Jlx)rd  works  in  a  myfe- 
rious  way  to  our  comprehenfipn,  yet  it  is  all  right : 
who,  by  fcarching,  can  find  him  out?  How  fure 
am  I  of  what  you  fay,  "  His  Icflbns  baffle  carnal 
"  reafon,  and  cxpofc  the  folly  of  our  wifeft  fchemcs.*' 

I  am 
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I  am  furc  God*s  judgments  arc  abroad  in  the  earth ; 
O !  that  be  would  be^  pleaied  to  grant  me  an  appli* 
cation  of  the  atonement  which  caules  a  godly  for* 
row,  and  a  repentance  that  needs  never  to  be  re- 
pented of,  that  I  may  be  hid  in  the  day  of  his  fierce 
anger. 

You,  Sir,  know  more  about  me^  I  believe,  than 
any  man  living,  and  I  often  think  mine  is  a  very 
lingular  cafe ;  but  I  know  nothing  is  too  hard  for 
the  Lord.  I  am  very  fure  not  one  of  Chrift's  fheep 
ihall  be  loft ;  no,  nor  one  hoof  left  behind :  not  all 
the  art  of  Satan,  nor  all  his  legions  combing  to- 
gether, Ihall  finally  deceive  one  of  hb  (heep.  I  feci 
myfelf  a  leper,  a  raiferable  finner,  in  great  need  of 
being  cleanfed,  very  much  hungering  and  thirfting 
after  Jefus,  knowing  none  but  he  can  do  me  good. 
O  !  that  he  would  fee  me  again  (for  I  think  I  have 
had  a  diftant  view  of  him),  that  my  heart  may  re- 
joice !  I  go  to  no  place  of  worlhip  here,  for  I  am 
in  great  doubt  of  all  the  minifters  that  I  know ;  I 
am  more  and  more  convinced  that  they  can  beget 
only  their  own  likenefs :  it.  was  the  falfe  apoftles  that 
bewitched  the  Galatians,  and  I  verily  believe  the 
fktfe  minifters  bewitch  all  their  hearers  i  little  do 
they  fuppofe  that  they  receive  Satan  by  the  man. 
This  I  believe,  which  caufes  me  to  ftay  at  home, 
though  I  am  kept  wreftling  and  pleading  night  and 
day,  and  fearching  the  fcriptures,  for  which  I  defirc 
to  thank  God.  I  am  in  good  hopes  my  wife  will  be 
a  comfort  to  me,   I  think  1  can  fee  fomething  in 

her 
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her  for  good :  my  converfation  leads  to  the  awful 
end  every  one  muft  make  that  dies  out  o?  Chrift, 
and  the  need  of  knowing  for  ourfelves  pardon  and 
peace  j  indeed  (he  herfclf  is  fare  of  it.  I  am  thank-* 
ful  to  God  you  bear  me  on  your  mind  i  if  it  fliould 
be  fo  that  1  can  get  from  this  MoOnt  Sinaij  I  nevef 
defire  to  come  here  again.  I  am  at  times  in  very 
great  diftrefs  and  heayy  afflidion ;  when  it  is  well 
with  me  you  will  foon  hear  of  it.  The  Lord  is  good 
to  me  in  providence^  and  has  been  pleafed  to  take 
my  mind  in  a  great  meafure  ofFfrom  this  world. 

May  the  good  Lord  bleis  you  in  your  &mily,  and 
crown  your  labours  with  fucceisj  is  the  fincere  prayer 
of  your  afiedionate  friend 


D.  M. 

New-York. 


irmt 
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LETTER  XLIIL 


To 


As  a  corfcrpondenc,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  fome- 
what  like  a  horle  that  fetches  his  workj  I  can  only 
fnov^  by  fits  and  ftarts.  Sometimes  I  have  a  heart 
to  wiU»  but  no  time;  and  again^  plenty  of  time,  but 
no  heart.  When  the  matter  contained  in  a  letter  is 
preiled,  fqueezed,  and  forced,  it  is  but  poor  dry 
fare;  but  when  it  runs  and  flows  freely,  the  pen 
moves  with  pleafure,  and  a  little  moifture  attends  it* 
Various  are  the  changes  and  different  operations  of 
the  S»pirit  upon  an  awakened  finner.  Darknels, 
deadnclsi  and  .confuflon,  will  more  or  lefs  attend 
him,  till  the  book  of  God  becomes  a  puzzle,  and 
the  fmner  himfelf  a  riddle ;  but  this  fcrves  to  ftain 
the  pride  of.  his  glory,  it  proves  his  wifdom  to  be 
folly,  and  his  knowledge  to  be  confummatc  igno- 
rance :  hence  the  paradox,  f*  If  any  man  will  be 
^^  wife,  let  him  become  a  fool  that  he  may  be 
*'  wife." 

God^  faith  the  prophet,  goes  firth  with  whirlwinds 
cf  ihi  Jputh ;    which  he  did  when  a  mighty  wind 

ihook 


C   268    ) 

(hook  the  houfc  where  the  apoftles  were  zffcmhUdi 
and  they  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft;  they  then 
went  forth  and  wrought,  and  the  Lord  worked  with 
them,  confirming  their  word  with  figns.  This  wbd 
does  all  the  execution  on  the  hearts  of  poor  finners 
to  this  day. 

The  voice /aidy  Cry:  What  Ihall  I  cry  ?— That  all 
fielh  is  grafs,  and  all  the  glory  thereof  as  the  fiower 
of  grals  i  the  grafs  witheretby  the  flower  fadeth^  be- 
caufe  the  Spirit  of  God  blowetb  upon  it.  Under  this 
operation  all  our  glorying  in  our  own  ftrength^  va- 
lour, wifdom,  knowledge,  pleafure,  carnal  delights, 
withers:  we  cannot  flourifh,  thrive,  grow,  or  ap- 
pear alive  to  any  of  thcfe  things— convidions,  guilt, 
fhame,  fear,  torment,  and  a  dread  of  damnation, 
makes  us  fick  of  fuch  entertainnlents.  When  fin 
was  dead,  and  we  alive  without  the  law,  thefe  things 
were  our  glory  ;  but  now  fin  is  revived,  and  we  arc 
dead,  and  cannot  feed  upon  foolifiinels,  nor  fill  our 
belly  with  the  eaft  wind  any  longer. 

Prophecy y  Jon  of  man^  to  the  ivind,  that  the  wind 
may  blow  upon  thefe  dry  honesy  that  they  nuty  live. 
This  gale  makes  us  feel  ourfelves  fick,  fore,  tender, 
poor,  and  needy ;  we  hunger,  thirft,  long,  defire, 
crave,  cry,  confefs,  pray,  feck,  fcarch,  watch, 
hope,  expeft,  and  catch  at  every  thing  heard,  kcnj 
felt,  or  found,  that  will  give  us  the  lead  encourage- 
ment But  unbelief,  hardnefs  of  heart,  rebellion, 
enmity,.  Satan's  aflauks,  fear  and  tormcht,  Ihamc 

and 
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smd  confuTion,  all  militate  againfl:  the  poor  foul ,  in 
tihis  labour  and  travail. 

7'he  wind  bloxvetlr  where  U  lifietb,  and  thou  beareji 
the  found  thereof^  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh  and 
tvbither  it  goeth  j  Jo  is  every  one  bom  of  the  Spirit. 
When  this  myftical  birth  is,  to  be  produced,  the 
clouds  of  divine  difpleafure  begin  to  difperfe^  the 
difmal  gloomj  tei'rors,  and  horrors,  begin  to  fubiide» 
the  old  veil  of  darknefs,  blindnefs,  confufion,  and 
ignorance,  dflfappear  i  the  (torms  of  Sinai  ceafe  to 
roll,  and  divine  vengeance  ceafcs  to  lower,  theilark. 
regions  of  the  (badow  of  death  vanifli  and  appear 
more  reiQote,  the  gates  of  hell  clofed,  the  darts  o( 
Satan  are  more  broken,  blunt,  and  leis  piercing ; 
Qur  thoughts  all  affemble  and  hovtfr  over  Jefus,  the 
heart  enlarges,  hope  rifes,  faith  moves  towards  him 
and  embraces  him,  when  love  by  the  Spirit  flows  in, 
when  fear  and  torment  flee  out. 

So  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  tbi  «9pin/.~Now 
faith,  hope,  love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  mecknels, 
gpntlenefs,  goodnefs,  temperance,  all  Ihew  them- 
felves  as  fo  many  jewels  to  deck  the  foul,  which, 
with  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  to* 
getber  with  the  heft  robe,  mak^  the  poor  finner  a 
perfection  of  beauty  \  but  after  a  few  months  of  this 
feafting  and  banquetting  comes  the  furnace  to  try 
every  grace,  and  efpecially  that  of  feith.  ,Herc 
Chrift  withdraws,  heaven  frowns,  Providence  runs 
pounter  to  the  promifej  corruptions  move,  Satan 
pomes,  fe^r  rifes,  prayer  flags,  the  breads  of  confo- 
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ktion  dry  upj  and  the  fanfhiary  yields  no  refreflting; 
jcaloufy,  fufpicions^  and  evil  furmifingSj,  begin  to 
wbrk,  fretfulnefs,  peeviflinels,  raurmurings^  and 
complainings  are  both  felt  and  feared ;  we  ftniggle, 
leek,  knock,  call,  watch,  feel,  hunt,  look,  and 
long,  but  nothing  comes.  Then  we  begin  to  ieek 
for  a  morfel  of  the  old  fare,  and  the  devil  then  fhews 
us  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glories  of 
them;  luft,  beauty,  pleafure,  profit,  mirth — and 
the  delights  of  tht  ions  of  men,  fuch  as  mufical  in- 
ftruments,  and  that  of  all  forts :  and  now  we  call 
the  proud  happy,  and  the  fervice  of  God  weari- 
fome ;  when  another  unexpefted  gale  arifes. 

Aivake^  O  north  windy  and  come,  tboufotUbt  Uow 
upon  my  gar  den ,  that  the  Jpices  thereof  may  flow  out. 
Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden j  and  eat  bis  flea- 
Jant  fruits.  The  firft  motion  is  attended  with  {octn^ 
terrors,  fear,  and  trembling ;  this  drives  us  with 
fonie  fervour  and  eameftnefs  to  God  in  prayer :  the 
heart  foon  relents,  melts,  and  moves,  with  love  to- 
ward him :  the  work  is  revived ;  his  faithfiilnefs  ap- 
pears; truth,  kindncfs,  and  love,  feem  firm,  im- 
mutable, and  cvcrlafting ;  himfclf  fhines  more  fwect- 
ly  and  precious,  his  work  appears  more  plain,  faitfi 
more  ftrong,  hope  abounds,  and  love  is  more  abun- 
dant. Now  let  my  beloved  come,  and  eat  his  plea- 
fant  fruits ;  let  him  regale  himfclf  with  the  exercife 
of  that  grace  which  he  hath  planted  in  my  foul.  It 
was  this  heavenly  wind  which  fheok  all  corruption, 
fin,  and  mortality  out  of  the  body  of  Elijah--*-/*^ 
7  went 
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v^ent  ttphy  a  whirlwind  into  heaven.  Watch  the  mo- 
tions and  operations  of  thcie  cooling  and  comforting 
breezes ;  for  it  is  under  their  operations  that  &ith 
and  affeftions,  dcfires  and  prayers,  will  flow  out. 
Whether  our  old  friend  is  on  Windmill  Hill,  or  in 
N infield  Stocks,  I  know  not;  but  I  reckon  he  is  in 
the  latter.  .  Pray  tender  my  kind  refpefts  to  your 
fether  and  mother,  and,  Ihould  the  Lord  permit,  I 
hope  to  lee  them  as  ibon  as  the  weather  will  admi^ 
(uch  an  Hebrew  as  t  am,  to  cdmc  forth  out  of  my 
hole :  as  yet  I  muft  abide,  as  a  botde  in  the  fmoke. 
Pray,  my  dear  friend,  take  heed  not  to  give  offence 
to  my  true  yoke-fellow,  my  companion  in  travail^ 
who  is  {o  profitable  both  to  thee  and  to  me— I  mean 
fonfcisncsi  for  his  praife  is  in  all  the  churches ;  he  is 
next  to  the  Spirit,  the  third  in  office  from  the  King 
of  kings }  a  magiftrate  that  will  ever  punifh  an  evil 
docr^  but  will  ever  praife  them  that  do  well,  The 
{jord  be  with  thee,  blefs  thee,  and  keep  thee,  is  the 
prayer  of, 

0 
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LETTER  XLIV. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


D2AR  BROTHER  IN  CHRIST^ 

I  THANK  you,  from  my  very  heart,  for  your 
kind  and  affedionate  letter ;  it  came  to  me  under 
the  wtffion  of  the  blcfierd  Spirit  of  God,  and  was  truly 
made  a  blefling  to  my  foul :  all  that  I  can  do  is  to 
acknowledge  myfelf  your  debtor,  and  may  the  Lord 
return  an  hundred-fold  into  your  bofom  for  tha 
kindneis  Ihewn  to  one  of  the  weakeft  and  moll  un- 
worthy of  the  lambs  of  his  flock.  It  rejoiced  my 
heart  to  hear  that  it  had  pleafed  the  Lord  to  reftore 
you  again  to  your  laljour. 

You  fay,  in  your  letter,  that  the  faith  which  the 
Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  work  in  my  heart  will 
fhortly  work  by  love,  and  caft  Out  all  fear  and  tor- 
ment ;  I  feel  my  want  of  it,  and  nothing  (hort  of 
tmott  with  the  dear  Redeemery  who  is  the  chicfrft 
among  ten  thdufand,  and  the  altogether  lovely,  can 
fatisfy  my  foul.  At  prcfent  I  have  but  little  of  the 
joy  of  faith,    but  the  Lord  gives  me  to'poflTefs  a 
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twttt  tonfideticc  in  lny.foul>  thsit  lie  Will  heVef 
kave  IDC  till  he  has  done  ifll  that  he  has  J[>dken  ti 
me  of.  Never  did  he  before  take  fuch  a  ftiibbora 
rebel  in  his  hand.  O  the  depth  of  eleding  love  t 
I  tried  to  get  from  under  his  hand>  but  he  dill 
held  me  fkft.  Viewing  him  as  a  forereign  God> 
ms  being  jufl:  in  dambing  mcj  raifed  in  my  heart 
ftich  rebellion^  that  I  felt  as  if  I  could  have  ♦  *  * 
from  his  throne.  What  infinite  mercy  that  Chrift 
received  gifts  for  the  rebellious!  If  he  had  liot, 
meifcy  never  could  have  reached  tne.  It  was  a  (harp 
conflict  at  the  laft  i  I  felt  myfeif  juft  dropping  into 
hel]>  and  was  then  brought  to  know  this,  that  it 
all  depended  on  one  Jingle  aSl  of  bis  Joivereipi  wiU^ 
whether  to  Jam  or  damn  me :  but  I  lay  not  long  in 
this  place,  ere  the  Lord  appeared  for  me,  and 
Wrought  faith  in  my  heart  to  believe  in  him. 

I  was  in  the  Iharpeft  conflift  when  I  received 
your  firll  letter  \  indeed  I  was  in  fuch  a  fituation^ 
that  I  could  not  have  read  it  if  you  had  given  me 
a  thoufand  worlds,  and  was  almoft  induced  to 
throw  it  o;i  the  ground  j  but  dear  M— - —  S-  i 

took  it  from  me,  and  read  it  to  me*  Pardon  m/ 
freedom,  dear  Sir,  I  cannot  help  being  open  with 
you,  and  telling  you  what  my  God  has  done;  I 
cannot  do  fo  to  every  one;  and  (hould  I  ever  btf 
favoured  with  your  company  in  this  world,  I  fhall 
tcU  you  more  than  I  Ihall  ever  write.  I  pray  you 
ever  to  remember  me  before  the  Lord:   I  feel 
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myfeif  a  creature  full  of  wants ;  I  am  (b  emptjff 
that  I  want  all  that  God  has  to  beftow,  that  I 
may  be  filled  with  all  his  fulncfsj  that  I  may  nk 
up  to  the  fulnefs  of  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of 
Chrift. 

And  now,  my  dear  fiiend,  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  believe  you  have  a 
word  from  the  Lord  to  fend,  not  regarding  tines 
and  ieafons,  and  believe  every  Evour  will  be  cordi* 
ally  received  by. 

Tour  fincere  friend  in  the  go^el  of  Chrift, 


R.M 
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Letter  xlv* 


To  Mr.  R — ; —  M^ 


'taz  ShunamicG  is  come  again^  and  it  fbems  to  i>e 
%cll  with  hen  The  next  of  kin  hath  married  the 
widoWi  and  raifcd  up  the  name  of  the  dead  upon  the 
inheritance  j  redeemed  the  mortgaged  property^  and 
done  every  thing  that  can  be  required  or  expefted 
of  a  brother  in  IfraeL  She  forgets  the  fhame  of 
her  youthj  and  remembers  the  reproach  of  her  wi- 
dowhood  no  more  -,  her  Maker  is  her  hufbahjdj  the 
Lord  of  Hofta  is  his  name.  She  now  fcts  to  her 
feal  that  God  is  true-^a  father  of  the  fatherlcfs^  an4 
a  hufband  of  the  widow,  is  God  in  his  holy  habita- 
tion. No  defcrted,  divorced,  defolate  foul  in  a 
fiate  of  widowhood  and  iblitude>  bemoaning  and 
bewailing  its  barrennefsi  its  defoladon>  and  forlorit 
eftatc,  (hall  ever  find  this  brdtherj  this  kinfman  in 
IfraeU  refufe  to  da  the  kinfman's  parts  nor  fhall  his 
houfe  ever  be  called,  the  hotitfe  tf  him  that  hath  his 
/hoe  hqfed.  He  did  worthily  in  Ephratah^  in  the 
days  of  his  flefh ;  and  his  name  Was  famous  in  Beth- 
lehemj  where  he  was  brought  up.  But  that  pauent^ 
fubmilOvei  and  humble  a£t  of  throwing  my  letter  oh 
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the  grounds  well  becomes  a  good  wife>  whole  defires 
are  to  be  to  her  hu(band>  and  who  is  to  rule  ovet 
her.  This  conlequendal  and  tyrannical  behaviour 
will  caufe  thee  in  future  many  a  fpiritual  de(ertion> 
many  a  night's  lodging  alone,  many  a  bitter  figh 
and  filent  fob,  many  wce{Mng  hours  and  blubbered 
cheeks ;  for  he  will  rule  over  thee  be  as  ftubborn  as 
thou  wilt :  he  will  provoke  thee  to  jealoufy  till  thy 
fleih  >vill  crawl  on  thy  bones  i  he  will  pais  by  thee, 
and  take  no  notice  of  thee,  but  go  down  to  the  beds 
tf  fpices — to  the  more  fimpk,  humble,  iavory,  and 
unftious  fouls :  this  will  break  thy  proud  fpirit,  and 
ibften  thy  ftout  heart,  and  make  thy  foul  more  mild, 
meek,  fympathctic,  and  tender-«-which  will  teach 
^e  to  fubmit  to  his  frowns,  and  more  highly  to 
prize  his  prefence,  till  thou  sut  willing  to  pot  thy 
mouth  in  the  duft,  to  obtain  a  hope  in  his  mercy. 
That  old  man  of  thine  will  procure  thee  many  a 
broken  bone,  and  die  more  he  is  countenanced,  the 
more  will  thy  conduft  be  refented;  but  I  fpare  thee? 
however  at  fome  future  period  thoa  wilt  remember 
tne,  and,  inftead  of  faying  in  thy  hafte  that  all  men 
are  liars,  thou  wilt  confefs  that  this  prophecy  is  true; 
Stubbornne&  and  pride  call  for  furnace  work ;  con- 
tention calls  for  ftripes ;  peeviflinels  calls  for  defer«^ 
tion;  and  a  hally  fpirit  for  a  long  and  lingering 
crofs :  and  it  is  well  for  fuch  as  you  and  I,  that  he* 
hath  proclaimed  his  name  long-fuifering,  flow  tx> 
anger,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth ;.  or  eUe 
awe  might  juftly  expefl  the  &tc  of  Korabj  Dathtor 
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and  Abiram,  But  wc  arc  in  the  rock,  in  the  fccret 
place  of  the  Moft  High,  and  therefore  muft  abide 
under  the  (hadow  of  the  Almighty.  O  bleffed 
hiding-place,  bkflcd  rcftige,  bleflcd  covert  from 
the  ftorra  and  tempeft !  No  fword  lays  at  us  here, 
no  arrow  enters  our  reins^  no  billow  rolls  over  our 
heads  here ;  no  ftorm  nor  hurricane,  no  fnares  of 
fire,  brimftone,  or  an  horrible  tempeft,  fhall  ever 
be  the  portion  of  our  cup.  The  Lord  hath  ihut  us 
in ;  he  covers  us  with  his  feathers,  under  his  wings 
vfc  fhall  truft,  and  truth  (hall  be  our  0iield  and 
buckler ;  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  encompafles 
the  head  of  our  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  and  our 
Heft  is  made  in  the  heart  of  his  everlafting  love — nor 
Khali  height  or  depth,  life  or  death,  things  prefent 
or  things  to  come,  ever  feparate  us  frooi  the  love  of 
our  heavenly  Father  difplayed  in  the  Son  of  his  love. 
What  is  all  the  rcli^on  in  the  world  (hort  of  this  ? 
Only  a  name  to  live !  A  (hew,  a  web,  the  fkin  of 
a  (heep.  I  am  glad  that  my  God  hath  unmaiked 
thee,  undeceived  thee,  uncafed  thy  carnally  fccure 
heart-«-^nd  fkewn  thee  what  better  preaching  can  do, 
and  how  their  work  ftands  when  it  comes  to  he  tried 
with  fire.  Where  is  all  the  wood,  hay,  ftubble-? 
What  is  become  of  the  daubing,  and  the  cry  of 
Peace !  Peace !  the  healing  that^  was  applied  by 
fhem  to  thy  wounds,  and  the  fmooth  things  which 
they  prophefied  ?  Nothing  of  all  this  armour  wis 
fufficient  to  repel,  or  ward  off,  the  curfcs  of  a 
bjokeo  kw^  or  the  wrath  of  God*    And  how  do 
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dich  labourers  appear  in  thine  eyes  now  ?  As  Sae 
jtan's  bed  friends,  and  finners*  worft  enemies — the 
hypocricp*s  Ihining  light,  and  the  faint's  wandering 
ilar.  But  thine  eyes  fee  diy  teachers :  they  ;hat  bf 
in  darknefs  (hew  themfelves — and'  may  Q\t  ever  wall^ 
in  the  light^  as  |ie  is  in  the  light.    Ameiu 

W.  H.  S.  5- 


LETTER  l^LVl. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J 


DEAR  SIR» 

•  4 

As  yoq  have  known  my  foul  in  adverfity,  I 
think  it  is  my  duty  to  give  you  fome  of  the  Lord'§ 
dealings  which  have  lately  pafled  upon  my  foQ|. 
You  know.  Sir,  that  I  have  been  for  a  long  tim^ 
much  diftrefled  about  my  dubious  ftate.  Tour 
preaching  has  tried  me,  and  flripped  m^  of  all  my 
fuppofed  goodnels,  God  knows;  but  it  made  mp 
as  rebellious  as  a  devi)«  I,  got  fo  wearied  with  my 
jdiftrefs  that  my  very  life  was  a  burden  to  me,  anc) 
yet  I  was  s^fr^d  of  death.  I  have  at  times  had 
fuch  awful  views  of  the  tremendous  judgments  of 
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God,  which  has  funk  me  Co  low,  that  I  concluded 
I  muft  give  up  all  hope  in  him,  and  claim  on  hicn. 
But  to  fay,  lef  bim  bqfien  bis  work,  will  never  do ; 
for  be  is  of  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  bim  f  O I 
blefled  be  God  for  a  faithful  pi^cher^  who  would 
not  (uffer  my  Ibul  to  remain  plailered  up  in  a  &ife 
peace.  When  you  preached  from  the  troubles  of 
Hezekiah,  much  comfort  flowed  in ;  you  touched 
my  cafe,  and  I  found  the  difcourfe  to  be  the  Kfe  of 
my  fpirit.  I  had  fuch  joy  and  peace  in  believing 
that  I  cannot  defcribe ;  I  felt  myfelf  fo  humbled 
under  a  fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinels,  dutt  I  was 
afliamed  even  to  look  up;  until  I  felt  a  power 
greater  than  ever  I  had  felt  before,  which  made  me 
cry  out.  My  Lord,  and  my  God.  I  believe,  Sir> 
that  this  is  fome  of  the  wine  and  oil  which  you  fb 
often  treat  of;  for  it  rejoiced  my  heart,  and  I  quite 
loft  all  my  burden  for  fome  time.  But,  alas!  before 
ever  I  was  aware,  1  loft  all  my  joy;  and  never,  fure, 
did  my  foul  mourn  after  any  thing  in  this  world,  as 
after  that  fecret  fomething  w.hich  I  had  loft.  And 
this  continued  until  I  heard  you  preach  from  that 
myfterious  text  in  Eccleliaftes.  As  foon  as  you  gave 
out  the  words,  my  mind  fled  to  the  dear  Redeemenc 
and  you  defcribed  my  feelings  in  that  difcourfe  fo 
clearly,  that  I  had  no  doubt  but  the  Lord  was  lead- 
ing me  by  his  Spirit  into  all  truth,  Blefs  the  Lord^ 
O  my  foul,  for  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  me  who 
am  fo  oinworthy  of  \su    God  is  (confirming  the  word 
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of  his  fervanti  and  I  can  clearly  fee^  my  dear  Sif^ 
(hat  you  have  not  laboured  in  vain« 

When  W*  H.  preached  out  of  Ifaiah  xUl  I  bc^ 
)ievc  no  poor  finner  ever  had  fo  much  of  bis  expc* 
sience  turned  up  as  I  had.  The  crofles^  roughs^ 
find  crooksj  were  m^ie  plain  ^s  faft  as  that  man  of 
God  delivered  his  difcourfe.  I  received  it^  and  I 
found  it  a)l  written  on  (he  tables  of  my  heart ;  and 
things  wluch  I  had  entirely  forgotten  were  brought 
^fxctti  %Q  my  mind  s  and  my  heart  faid^  Ome,  and 
J(C  a  mm  that  halb  told  mi  all  thai  ever  I  did.  I  am 
fure  f^e  Lord  fent  him  to  confirm  his  good  worI( 
upon  my  foul ;  for  I  am  fure  if  he  had  not  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  upon  himj  he  could  never  have  fearched 
my  heart  as  he  did }  and  had  I  not  had  the  Spiritj  I 
(hould  n^ver  have  had  fuch  a  light  call  upon  my 
lUte,  and  upon  the  way  that  I  have  come,  I  heard 
as  though  there  were  no  other  perlbn  to  bear ;  and  I 
fhought  within  myfel^  fo  we  go  on^  from  heart  to 
heart  O^  my  dear  Sir^  this  is  fweet  work.  1  for, 
indeed^  I  found  fuch  enlargement  of  foul  as  I  cannot 
exprefs,  I  thought  I  was  fi^ed  firm  on  the  Rock  % 
furely>  faid  I,  there  wiU  be  no  mor?  doubting  oq 
my  mind  aboup  my  ftate,  I  feemed  to  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  blefs  and  praiie  God  for  his  wonderfol 
love  to  fuch  a  popr  finner,  who  had  formerly  boafted. 
of  great  things  and  yet  kpew  nothing  of  the  way  of 
falvation  in  the  experience  and  power  of  it^  only  by 
the  lett^f  of  ^ripti4rc,    Blefs  the  IfiiA^  O  Qiy  foulf 
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•nd  all  that  U  within  me  blcfs  his  holy  name !  Being 
rather  infirmy  I  am  much  troubled  to  write  $  bu( 
having  a  defire  to  acquaint  you  of  the  Lord's  good« 
nefa  to  me»  I  prefiime,  being  fully  perfuaded  that 
your  goodnefi  will  excufe  all  my  imperfedions.  And 
tnsy  die  beft  of  bleilings  reft  upon  your  own  foiil^ 
and  on  your  labours,  is  the  earneft  prater  and  deiirc 

pear  Sir> 


Affeftionatcly  yours. 


H.  T, 
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LETTER  XLVU, 


To  the  Rev.  Mn  HUNTINGTON, 


KEV.  AND  DEAR  SIR, 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  a  few  fimpfo 
things  to  you  concerning  my  foul,  having  had  a 
defire  to  do  it  for  between  four  and  five  years*  I 
wrote  one  letter  to  fend  to  you.  Sir,  about  four 
yurs  ago,  but  being  al}  that  time  in  great  diftrels, 

I  was 
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I  was  afraid  to  fend  it;  for  Satan  told  me  that  I  Was 
a  hypocrite^  and  I  thought  fo  too  -,  and  if  you^  Sif) 
Ibould  have^  in  your  anfwer  to  tne,  one  fingle  doubt 
of  my  ftate>  I  Ibould  have  utterly  funk  in  defpain 
About  four  or  five  years  ago,  I  had  my  profeflion 

torn  up  by  the  roots  by  Mr.  J r ;  and  I  now 

thank  the  Lord  for  it. 

For  the  two  firft  years  I  was  in  great  horror  of 
fyal,  for  I  had  made  a  profeOion  of  religion  for  ibme 
thne^  fuch  a  one  as  it  wasj  and  the  Lord^  by  Mr* 

J 'j  preachings   ih^wed  me  where  I  ftood, 

and  dreadful  work  it  made  j  for,  inftead  of  love  to 
God^  which  I  once  thought  I  had^  I  found  fuch 
dreadful  hatred  to  him  and  his  word,  and  to  Mr* 

J *s  preaching,  that  I  thought  I  (hould  go  to 

htll  in  my  rebellion,  with  my  eyes  open ;  and  3ataa 
filled  me  with  bitter  blafphemics  againft  God  himfelf, 

and  fuch  an  hatred  to  Mr.  J ,  tliat  I  wifljcd 

fome  judgment  to  fall  on  him,  and  take  him  out  of 
the  world ;  for  I  thought  he  had  a  fpite  againfl  me, 
and  preached  on  purpofe  to  diftrefs  me :  and  I  ufed 
to  think  he  preached  niore  diftreiling  to  me  than 
he  did  to  any  of  the  reft.     One  night  I  heard  him 

at  E r,  and  I  thought  I  would  not  be  diftrcft 

let  him  preach  how  he  would)  but,  O  Sir!*!  felt 
as  if  I  was  {urt  of  going  to  endlefs  mifcry ;  and  I 
exprcffed  thefe  words  to  a  friend  when  I  came  out, 
that  I  was  as  fure  of  being  damned  as  I  was  alive, 
if  Mr.  J — — 's  preaching  was  true.  But  now.  Sir, 
thcfc  are  not  my  thoughts,  for  I  think  the  Lord  did 

all 
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i^)l  for  the  good  of  my  foul  -,  for  even  in  that  tempeft 
I  have  foun()>  at  feafons^  a  ilroog  confidence  that 
the  Lord  would  bring  me  tlirough,  after  he  had  fu& 
liciently  humbled  me.  B\iU  after  two  years^  as  near 
as  I  can  remember,  this  great  diftre&  of  foul  abated, 
infbmuch  that  I  did  not  feel  the  keennefs  of  it  to 
fhac  degree  I  h^d  don^:  but  I  found  myielf  in  a 
!ivorIe  (late,  for  I  funk  into  a  dark,  lifelels,  and  dead 
frame  of  foult  And,  O  Sir  |  though  I  knew  at  the 
fame  time  that  living  and  dying  fo  I  mud  peri(fa» 
yet  lightnefs.  of  fpiritj  gnd  hardnefs  of  heart,  that 
could  not  relent,  befet  me,  and  yet  I  ufed  to  mourn 
^nd  grieve  at  iny  hard  fate,  for  I  could  fee  no 
ground  for  hope  j  for  when  I  went  on  my  knees  to 
jry  to  pray,  I  could  fcarce  get  a  word  from  my 
inouthj  much  lefs  from  my  heart  $  and, then  I  ufed 
to  negled  it,  for  1  thought  I  ihould  never  be 
t^eard:  then  gbomy  deje(5lions  overwhelmed  me, 
for  I  found  no  faith  to  believe  that  I  ever  Ihould  be 
heard ;  but  when  I  did  negleft  prayer,  confciencc 
would  fo  condemn  me,  th^t  at  dmes  I  was  almo(( 
diftraded.  There  are  two  things  which  have  dif- 
treft  me  not  a  litde  :    the  one  is,   when  I  was 

under  fuch  horror  of  foul  I  could  not  endure  to  read 

• 

any  book  that  was  alarming ;  for  when  1  did,  Sir^  I 
found  fuch  dreadful  malice  againfl:  it,  that  I  couki 
^ave  thrown  it  into  the  fire,  or  have  torn  it  in  a 
ihoufand  pieces.  And  can  you  believe  it^  that  after 
^efe  horrors  wore  off,  I  have  had  lefs  ground  for 
hope  than  I  had  in  the  midft  of  the  ilorm ;   for 

whea 
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ivhen  t  read  in  that  lifelefs  ftatf,  1  hive  been  (b 
ConHifed  that  I  have  been  forced  to  read  one  thing 
over  two  or  three  dmes  before  I  could  tell  the  mean^ 
sng  of  it  I  and  had  fuch  a  natural  diflike  to  n,  that 
grieved  me  mc^e  than  all  my  diftrefs.  I  have  been. 
Sir,  juft  like  a  chikl  that  hated  his  bookj  and  want* 
cd  whipping  to  it ;  and  as  I  could  find  no  perfon 
that  had  been  exercifed  with  thefe  things^  I  conclude 
cd  it  was  fingiilar>  and  was  ready  to  give  up  all 
hopes  of  ever  coming  fbrth>  till  within  a  few  months 
back>  when  I  begged  of  God  to  deliver  me  from 
this  dreadful  lifelefs  ftate  -,  and,  blefled  be  his  giori* 
ous  name^  he  has  done  it ;  for  I  found  my  cfeubts 
and  fears  removed  a  little  under  Mr.  J  — — -  the 
febbath-day  before  you  preached  at  L  kft; 

but^  O  Sir  t  when  you  preached  your  laft  fermon 
DA  Thuriay  evening,  a  day  mUch  to  be  remembered 
by  me :  oh,  my  dear  Sir !  I  could  ice  eye  to  eye 
with  you,  for  I  could  fee  that  it  was  God  that  bad 
$ajt  me  down^  md  not  num ;  for  I  felt  a  lively  hope^ 
imd  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  the  Lord  would  bring 
me  through,  for  my  doubts  and  fears  were  all  re- 
moved,  and  a  great  calm  came  into  my  foul,  and 
my  conscience  left  oflTto  accufe  me,  and  I  have  feU 
fGod'^s  blefftd  Spirit  fpeaking  to  me  ever  fince. 
fhis  day  I  heard  that  dear  man  of  God,  Mtt  J  ■  | 
and  the  beft  difcourfe  to  me  that  ever  I  heard 
from  his  mouth,  for  the  Lord  Ihined  fwcetly  into  my 
heart :  I  could  not  help  faying,  My  Lord^  and  mf 
Saviour.    Oh>  Sir !  I  could  write  tea  times  more, 

w^ 
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nw  my  paper  krgen  And  now^  Sir,  I  beg  an 
anfwer  as  foon  as  it  fuits  you»  for  I  ihall  ww  with 
impatience.  So  &rewel]»  dear  Sir  s  and  mav  God 
t>leis  you,  is  the  prayer  of» 


S.  Y. 


P.  S.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  laugh  at  my 
long  fcrawi 


LETTER  XLVIIL 


To  S- 


DEASL  SIST£R  IN  CHRIST  JESUS, 

Thy  fimple  cpiftle  came  fafe  to  me^  and  I  thank 
my  God  for  bis  kindnefs  to  thee.  Wonderful,  va- 
rious, and  intricate^  are  the  ways  and  works  of  God 
jfith  poor  finners ;  and  we  are  too  blind  and  igno-* 
rant  to  make  them  out,  until  the  Comforter  comes 
to  teftify  of  Chrift  to  us,  to  lead  us  into  all  truths 
-and  to  glorify  Jefus  in  the  difcoveries  of  his  dying 
love,  and  in  his  great  ialvadon  made  known  to  our 
Ibolsi  then  the  bkfled  Spirit,  who  fearches  the  de^ 

things 


\ 
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things  of  God,  (cafthesi  oiit  the  deep  thiifgs  bf  tVf 
hearts,  and  (hews  us  the  way  we  have  cotnCf  and 
what  he  hath  been  doing  within ;  the  hand  of  God 
upon  us»  and  the  blelfed  end  that  God  had  in  view^ 
namely,  to  make  us  feel  the  need  of  a  precious 
Chrift;  and  that  he  might  lead  us  to  him,  and  reveal 
tim  in  us,  even  when  there  is  no  eye  to  pity,  no 
hand  to  help. 

Light  and  life  have  entered  into  thy  heart,  my 
daughter;  the  Sun  is  rifen  upon  thee,  and  the  prd- 
mifed  healing  in  his  beams  hath  been  communicated 
to  thee :  the  Lord  is  thine  everlafting  light,  and  thy 
God  thy  glory.  O  !  what  debtors  are  fuch  {>oori 
blind,  rebellious  fouls  as  we  to  the  God  of  all  grace^ 
mercy,  and  peace  I  who  faves  the  chiefeft  of  all 
Ilnners,  owns  and  gives  tefilmony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace  by  the  mouth  of  the  moft  defpicable  of  all  in- 
ftrumcnts,  and  pours  out  his  Spirit  even  upon  fcr- 
vants  and  upon  handmaids ;  but  his  own  flieep  mu(! 
know  their  own  fhephcrd,  they  muft  hear  his  voicf 
and  live.  AH  that  ever  came  to  thy  heart  before 
him,  were  thieves  and  robbers;  friends  to  Satan, 
rivals  to  the  Son  of  God,  dcbauchers  of  the  Lord's 
bride,  and  fecrct  enemies  to  the  bridegroom :  they 
efpoufc  fouls  to  thcmfclves,  and  iealoufly  afFefl:  them', 
that  they  may  exclude  their  affcftions  from  Chrift ; 
they  had  dreft  thee  up  in  a  flicep's  fkin,  in  order  td 
betray  thee  into  the  hand  of  Satan,  that  thou  mtghteft 
be  damned  as  an  hypocrite  in  Zion.  Mr.  Jenkins 
has  a£ted  the  honeft  and  faUhful  part,  as  a  real  friend 

of 
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of  the  Bridegroom  fhouki  do :  he  has  plucked  off 
ihy  well-fet  hair,  thy  curious  girdle,  thy  ftomachcTj 
thy  beautiful  ornaments,  the  ornaments  of  thy  legs, 
the  wimples,  cri(ping-pins>  and  nofe  jewels,  and  has 
lent  thee  in  thy  true  colours  to  the  Heir  of  all  thing?, . 
to  the  Moft  High  God,  poflfeflbr  of  heaven  and 
earth,  that  he  may  difplay  the  riches  of  his  grace  ia 
thee,  and  draw  all  the  afiefHons  of  thy  heart  and  Ibxil 
to  himielf;  and  he  that  feeks  the  honour  of  him 
that  lent  him,  and  not  his  own,  is  a'  true  and  ^ithfiil 
fervant  of  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  I 
blefs  my  God  that  he  hath  raifed  me  up  (b  Biithful  a 
fellow-fcrvant,  and  that  he  fhould  condefcend  to  own 
and  honour  him  in  the  glorious  work ;  and  may  the 
X^rd  make  thee  an  ornament  to  his  caufe,  a  living 
ftone  in  his  building,  an  honour  to  Zion,  and  a 
crown  of  joy  and  rejoicing  to  the  paftor  that  Goc} 
hath  let  over  thee^  is  the  prayer  and  defire  of. 

Dear  filler. 

Thy  faithful  and  affectionate 

brother  in  Chrift  Jeius, 

Charch-ilreet, 
Paddiogton. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


tETT£]L 
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LETTER  XLIX. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


Many  and  finccre  thanks  to  tny  moft  beloved 
friend  for  his  epiftle,  which  I  received  this  momingj 
fraught  with  power,  light,  wifdom,  knowledge, 
love,  experience,  truth,  and  condcfcenfion  to  them 
of  low  degree.  How  powerful  and  favory  I  found 
: !  Indeed  it  is  fuch  as  this  my  foul  loveth.  How 
much  does  fuch  as  this  differ  from  the  noify,  flimfy# 
snd  fiourifhing  harangues  of  the  day !  O,  my  fa- 
ther, you  know  there  are  but  few  in  the  fecret  j 
and  I  am  fure  of  it.  The  myftcry  is  hid  from  them  5 
but  it  is  revealed  unto  babes ;  and  out  of  their 
mouths  hath  the  Saviour  ordained  ftrength,  that  he 
might  perfeft  praife,  and  flill  the  enemy  and  tlie 
avenger.  .  I  find  no  fault  in  this  letter,  except  that 
you  arc  too  hafly  in  your  expcftarion  of  me.  I  be- 
lieve, and  that  from  my  heart,  that  what  you  (ay  in 
it  is  the  truth  $  I  fee  it  clear  enough,  and  it  agrtei 
exadtly  with  what  I  have,  in  fome  meafufe,  felt. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  world  that  rejoices  my 

heart  fb  much  as  to  fee  the  Redeemer  triumphing, 

luod  the  people  falling  under  him  i   this  does  indeed 

t  afibrd 
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afford  frefli  matter  fi>r  the  pulpiti  and  matter  for 
thanks,  gratitude»  and  love  to  him.     This  has  fo 
melted  and  humbled  me,  that  I  have  abafed  myfelf^ 
and  have  been  (b  afliaitied,  ponfoudded,  and  con« 
Aifed  before  him,  to  dunk  that  he  fhoold  condefcend 
ib-Iow  as  to  ufe  fuch  a  vile^  b^  and  nothings 
ivordi  inftrument  to  convey  the  knowledge  of  him^ 
felf  to  the  fouk  of  any  of  his  chiUrem    Andj  in^ 
cieed,  it  is  the  wonder  of  all  wonders,  and  ic  makes 
me  (^n  ftand  aftoniflied  at  it,  -and  can  hardly  credit 
fuch  a  thing.    I  have  had  fome  comfortable  days  of 
late,  a  very  pkafant  fiame,  and  led  in  a  fweet  chan- 
nel, with  rays  of  light  on  the  word  and  on  my  path ; 
buti  alas  I  alas  I  it  is  departed.    Ic  wore  off  by  de« 
grees,  and  I  am  left  widi  all  my  old  compaiuona 
about  me ;  fretfulnefs,  rebellion,  contention,  and  all 
evils.    It  really  is  fliocking  to  relate  it,  but  I  know 
to  whom  I  fpeak,  that  I  have  contended  with  the 
Almighty  face  to  face,  and  have  told  him  to  kill 
me  outright ;  that  it  would  be  better,  than  plaguing 
me  fb,  to  make  an  end  of  me  at  once ;  and  that,  of 
all  that  I  knew  in  the  world,  none  fared  worie  than 
thofe  who  wifhed  to  ferve  him  befl:,  and  thoie  who 
were  faithful  and  diligent  for  him  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power  i  that  theie  were  always  burdened,  op- 
preHed,  flighted,  mocked,  and  difregarded,  whilil 
he  honoured  and  rewarded  thofe  whom  he  knew  de« 
graded  and  debafed  him,  perverted  his  word,  and 
marred  the  paths  of  4iis  children,  and  betrayed 
them,  as  far  as  in  their  power  lay,  into  the  hands  of 
Vol.  II.  U  tho 


;he  ^il  faimfelf.  I.^  knpi?  he  U  loog-fuflSsring^  «r 
t\k  ht  wpyld  nev^  bear  with  me.  But  b  k  not 
ti&rd  tQ  fee  Tile  .and  bafe-born  flaves  honoured  for 
telUog  lies^  while  otheis  are  haced  for  telling  the 
f mcfa  ?  I  b^Vj?  nothing  ia  this  world  is  fo  much 
batis^  and  '<^po&d  as  truth  and  confeience ;  and 
thofe  that  hol4  both  are  moft  flighted.  This  makes 
SM  wUb  thai  I  wa3  in  Tome  wilderneis.  But,  oh ! 
let  tb^ni  call  them  by  what  nasnes  thejr  pkale,  tbe7 
fiiaU  find  them  beyond  the  grave.  You  have  furdy 
£Md  the  trutb>  and  I  fet  my  feal  to  it 

I  wmte  the  above  on  Saturday.    Thi$  is  Sunday 
tfterqoon ;  I  am  going  immediately  to  Mr.  B  — ^'s 

houfe  to  preach  to-night,  and  leave  the  L peo- 

]de  to  Hvc  oaAeiT  wildom.  To-morrow  we  fyi  ofi^ 
and  get  to  Providence  at  night.  I  ihaii  fend  this  to 
Mr.  B*-~-*'s».  left  you  come  out  before  the  po(t 

J-  J- 


LCTTEE 
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To  the  Rev.  J — ^  J 


ftELOVtD  OF  GOd>  '         t 

:  Thou  hkft  fefncfhed  my  bowels  Hi  the  Lord«  He 
virho  comforteth  thbfe  that  are  cad  dbvitt,  coroforcid 
me  by  the  comiAg  of  Titus.  The  centdnta  ait 
good  news  from  a  far  country.  God  kathvtfitiid 
and  redeemed  his  people.  I  fell  more  than  once  dl: 
twice  on  my  knees^  with  many  t^ars  of  thankftibieB 
And  joy.  Satan  hath  i,  captive  lofti  and  Ghrift'a 
fubjeft  born.  There  hath  been  j(>y  (this  Week)  in 
heaven  among  the  angels  of  God^  o^er  that  potfr 
(inner  that  now  repenteth.  1  told  her  when  fbe 
opened  her  cafe  to  me>  that  (he  Would  not  iit  in 
the  pit ;  I  added>  '^  as  thou  liveft>  I  fhaU  Oct  thte 
^'  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.*'  My  boafting  before 
thee  is  found  a  truth.  God  hath  confirmed  the 
word  of  his  fervant^  and  performed  the  counfel  of 
his  meilenger>  and  hath  made  thee  the  happy  tnftru* 
ment.  Thou  art  now  a  midwife  and  a  nuflbj  if  not 
a  father^  in  IfraeL  Go  on^  the  Lord  A  wjjth  thee^ 
thou  mighty  man  of  valour*  It  is  not  thundtfrk^ 
hell  and  damnation .  that,  do  the  cxecuiioili   my 

U  2  dear 
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dear  Ion.  The  powerful^  life-giving,  and  aII-con<- 
quering  voke  that  brings  the  finner  from  deadi  to 
fife^  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God ;  it  b  a  vcMce 
diat  is  not  lift  trpi  nor  is  it  heard  in  th(  ftreet  $  it  is 
die  foiall  (till  voice  that  filences  all  the  noife  of  the 
earthquake,  the  wind,  and  the  fire  ^  it  is  the  voice 
of  the  Advocate  in  the  finner's  confcience,  faying, 
Loofe  him,  and  kt  him  go.  No  foul  hears  thb 
voice  but  the  poor  finner  in  whofe  heart  it  fpeaks  i 
God  in  this  way  gives  teflimony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace  i  and  the  more  pure  the  gofpel,  the  more  will 
the  power  of  God  attend  it.  They  that  honour  me 
I  wtU  honour}  and  to  preach  the  pure  gofpel,  and 
declare  his  whole  counfel  faithfuUy,  is  fpreading  the 
fiivour  of  his  name }  and  God  will  make  fuch  a  fweet 
lavbiir  onto  himfel^  in  them  that  are  faved,  and  in 
them  that  perifh.  The  children  are  certainly  come 
CD  the  birth,  and  there  is  not  flrength  to  bring  forth. 
But  as  it  hath  pleafed  God,  by  the  lafl  vific  of  hk 
poor  unworthy  (efvant,  to  put  a  litde  of  the  fpirit 
.of  life  both  in  the  cherob  and  in  die  wheels,  fo  that 
the  living  creature,  and  the  chariot  of  his  willing 
people,  begin  to  move  in  confbrt,  fhould  matters 
begin  to  deaden  or  get  flat,  and  the  fhaklng  among 
the  dry  bones  begin  to  go  off,  and  the  prefent  mik- 
ing of  the  mighty  wind  fubfide ;  if  any  thing  like 
Paid*s  dream  fhould  appear,  faying.  Come  over 
I  into  Macedonia  and  help  us ;  I  will,  if  God  incfine 
and  permit,  come  again,  that  you  may  have  a  fecond 
benefit.    Behold  I  fhew  you  a  myflery,  which  will 

much 
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fnuch  puzzle  and  perpkz  thee  in  thy  prefent  work 
of  proclaiming  liberty ;  Doft  thou  know  that  the  Ipi- 
ritual  birth  of  every  Ibul  that  is  brought  forth  under 
thee  will  be  attended  with  previous  labour  and  ^a- 
vail  in  thine  own  foul ;  and,  if  their  deliver^ce 
fhould  not  be  attended  with  godly  Ibrrow  and  re- 
pentance^  felf-loathihg,  pardon  of  fin^  and  thole  ef* 
fential  things  that  accompany  falvation,  that  thou 
wilt  travail  again  and  s^in  in  birth  till  Chrift  be 
formed  in  them  f  When  this  comes,  on  thee  thou 
wilt  wonder^  and  think  fome  ftrange  thing  hath  hap* 
pened  vncQ  thee;  but  fo  thou  wilt  find  it.  Abou( 
twenty^two  years  ago  this  puzzled  me  not  a  little. 
No  preachers  know  any  thing  of  thisy  but  thofe  who 
are  in  the  fpiritual  bonds  of  the  gofpel>  and  whom 
God  owns  in  begetting  others  in  thofe  bonds.  I  have 
been  fo  much  accuftomed  to  this  exercile,  as  to  be 
enabled  nearly  to  tell  what  is  going  on  in  the  churchy 
by  the  operations  of  die  Spirit  on  my  own  foul  i  but 
€he  Lord  will  reveal  even  diis  unto  thee. 


God  blefi  thee^ 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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.  Gw^  brings  down,  and  lUb  ufs  my  doar  friend  i 
hfi  iBOuads^  and  his  hacds  make  whole.  I  bdkvc. 
lh|t  thia  prcfeoc  oompbunc  will  be  ooe  of  the  bcft> 
]Dca»  tbe  very  beft>  that  ever  befell  tbcc  A  very 
pcefent;  help  is  my  God  in  tkruss,  of  trouble;  wfaea 

.  their  ftraogth  i^aU  gone  he  wiU  appear^  and  to  theni 
that  have  no.  migltf  tie  will  k^ceafc  ftreng^ ;.  noc 
fluall  all  tbe  devUa  in  heUj  nor  aU  the  iofernal  bfide-. 
Ely  of  thy  heart>  ever  make  my  God  vnfiutkful  to.  hia 
^ord^  or  God's  goor  fervaat  a  Uar  ik>  tfcccw  J—- ^ 
fliaU  f^  chat  j»A  One,  and  hear  worda  from  the  Kfen 
giving  voice  of  tbe  only  begotten  Son  of  God^ 
Thou  (halt  not  labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for 
trouble ;  thou  (halt  not  fbw,  and  another  reap ;  thou 
ihalt  not  plant,  and  another  eat  -,  for  as  the  days  of 
a  tree  ajTe  the  days  of  my  fcrvancs,  and  they  fhaH  bng 
enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands.  Thou  (halt  (hordy 
know  what  almighty  power  can  eSed,  and  what 
eternal  love  can  perform.    Thou  waft  bora  to  make 

.  full  proof  and  trial  of  the  foundation  that  God  hath 
laid  in  Zion  s  God  hath  founded  that  city,  and  thou 
art  one  of  the  poor  of  his  people  that  (hall  truft  In  it; 

nor 
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nor  fliak  thou  ever  be  fnovcfd,  the  High^ft  hlmfiflf. 
ihaU  dhbltfli  thee.  Thou  haft  acknewfcdged  me 
ahv^dy  in  part,  and  thou  ibak  ackiiowledge  me  to 
the  eixl ;  and  even  m  this  al(b«  hit  iklTa^n  is  near 
to  them  that  fear  him,  that  glory  itiay  dwell  m  our^ 
land,  md  it  is  now  even  at  diy  ddor.  The  Lord 
liath  long  Hood  and  knocked  there  in  f)ie  way  of  re«^ 
proof  and  rebuke,  and  thou  haft  hea^d  his  Voice; 
and  earneft  defires  after  him,  a  dee^  Gitftt  of  the 
need  of  Mm,  and  earneft  expe^btions  and*' longings  , 
for  him,  ha ve<  opened  the  door;  and  intb  lucli  M 
harffpromi-fed  to  go,  and  with  fuchtaitrp,'andfuQM 
fliall  fap  with  him;  -and  thou  (haft' have  a  tafte  of 
that  fweet  banquet  even  ih  reading  rfits  epiftle,  for  I 
know  tvha  dilated  it,  and  who  fends  k  to  theej 
and  therdbre  hear  th6u  what  the  SpWt  feith  to  thee, 
and  be  rioc  rebellious,  be  notfikhkfs,  but  believing i 
nor  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  him  that  fpizkcth  t6  thee  frotxi 
heaven.  Truth  is  the  girdle  of  ot)r  divkie  Prophet^ 
fakhfulnefs  girds  him  as  a  pHeft,  and  righteoufnefs 
ghtls  hrm  as  a  king;  and  all  this  fhall'  be' difcovere4  ' 
when  he  manifcfts  himfelf  to  theej  for  he  ihall  fatiatd 
the  weary,  and  replenifh  the  forroivfuJ  foul*;  he  wiH 
not  contend  lor  ever,  nbr  will  he  be  Always  wroth, 
left  the  Spirit  fail  from  before  him,  and  the  fouls 
that  he  hat&  m^e.  It  is  for  thine  iniquity  that  he 
hath  fmote  thee  and  hid  himfelf,  and  thou  haft  gone 
on  frowardly  in  rebellion,  murmuring,  and  giving 
way  to,  yea,  in  encouraging  unbelief;  but  he  hath 
fecn  thy  ways,  and  will  heal  tliee*    The  work  of 

U  4  Jeremiah 
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Jeremiih  and  Ezekicl  was  chiefly  that  of  (bundir^ 
ao.alarnij  of  awakenmg  the  dead,  and,  as.per(bnac« 
tog  God,  they  came  near  to  finnen'  hearts  in  judg- 
ment; as  it  is  written,  fHU  ib$u  judge  them,  Sm  9f 
Man?  IVik  tbm  judge  them  i  and  again,  Ibaoeja 
thee  for  a  tower  and  a  fortrtfs  among  m;  people,  tbnl 
tbou  nutf^  bum  and  try  tbeir  wofs.  Jen  vi.  ay. 
And  you  know  that  the  New  Teftament  hath  its 
ions  of  diunder  as  well  as  fons  of  lightning :  fome  to 
ibund  an  alarm^  odiers  to  gather  the  aflembliesi 
Ibme  fo  removct  and  others  to  water  i  fome  to  root 
up,  and  others  to  plant;  Ibme  to  wound,  and  fome 
to  heal ;  ibme  to  ftrip,  and  others  to  clothe ;  fome 
to  condemn,  and  fome  to  juftify ;  Ibme  to  bring 
down,  and  fome  to  lift  up.  But  whether  I  work  at 
the  dung-gate,  or  fquare  the  ftones ;  whether  I  carry 
the  hod,,  or  handle  the  trowel ;  whether  I  ufe  the 
plummet,  or  bring  die  ftone$,  mattersnot,  if  we  are 
but  buikling  m  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  leeknig 
his  honour,  and  not  our  own.  This  is  the  m^ 
point ;  and  the  pure,  unadulterated,  and  uncomipted 
language  of  all  die  builders  muft  be— ^not  felf-— but 
grace^  grace  unto  it. 

God  bleis  thee.    Ever  thine, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTU 
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LETTER  LH, 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  EVER  BELOVED  FRIENDy 

YoDR  qnftic  is  now  before  me.    God  Almightjr 
*blefi  you  and  reward  you.    How  could  you  tell 
whac  cfied  it  would  have  upon  me,   and  that  I 
ihould  have  a  foretafte  of  the  heavenly  banquet  in 
reading  it  ?   But^  as  the  Lord  liveth,  it  is  true.    I 
liave  read  it  over  with  thoufands  of  tears^  and  fecret- 
]y  biefled  God  in  my  foul  for  Jt,  and  iHU  hope  for 
his  great  fidvarion.   I  can  feel  that  your  epiftle  meets 
with  acceptance  in  my  very  confcience^  and  drawi 
and  encourages  my  heart  to  look  out^  and  paflion« 
uAy  to  long  for^  his  coming.    If  I  could  fee  his 
Ueflfed  6ce  but  oncty  I  think  I  (hould  aflc  for  no 
more  in  this  world.    He  knows  that  he  has  crucified 
me  to^  but  him&lf;  and  if  he  denies'me  the  fevour 
of  his  pfefence^  I  muft  remain  in  my  love-ficknefs, 
deipatr^  and  die  in  it*    Thine  epiftle  I  know  is  the 
word  of  his  iervant>  and  the  counfcl  of  his  meflenger; 
jea,  a  fervant  whofe  word  I  have  always  found  to  be 
true,  and  I  declare  that  it  almoft  puts  unbelief  itfelf 
to  filcQCC  \  but  it  b  a  hard  matter  to  arm  fo  dole  as 

to 
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to  repel  the  attacks  of  Satan  and  unbelief.  O !  that 
I  were  free  from  thefe !  But  there  is  one  thing  in 
your  letter  that  neither  of  them  objedb  to,  nor  dare 
they,  for  I  am  too  well  grounded  in  that  to  be 
jhaken:  namely,  ''  that  it  is  for  mine  iniquity  that 
^*  he  hath  fmotc  mc  and  hid  himfelf/'  This  my 
foul  knows  full  well,  and  I  loathe  myfelf  in  my  own 
fight  for  it.  O !  how  he  hath  fpared  me !  none 
knows,  but  himfelG  what  a  heart  I  have.  Some- 
times it  appears  to  be  too  much  for  him  ever  to  fave 
fuch  a  fimier  as  I  have  been.  He  haih  ckoiaed  mil- 
Ibas  who  were  never  half  fo  vile  and  rebellioiis  as  T 
am  I  and  why  ihoukl  1  expeft  hb  mercy  i  Nay, 
how  can  I  cxpe£l;  eternail  love  to  ftoop>  fo  low  ?  Op 
my  faithful  brother }  if  I  may  venture  to  caB  yoy  fi^^ 
you  axe,  accocding  to  my  thoughts,  the  higheft  in 
the  divine  favour  i  but  I  am,  and  ever  Ibatt  be,  the 
deeped  in  debt.  God  for  ever  blefs  yo^  I  have  a 
ilrong  perfuafion  that  whatever  you  (hall  aAc  of  yout 
heavenly  Father,  he  will  give  it  you. 

Yoor  charge  is  true^  I  have  gone  on  frowacdly  b 
the  way  of  my  heart  i  I  have  rebelled,  murmwedi 
and  even  invited  unbelief  i  and  diac  befettil^  fin  ap^ 
pears  fo  ftroog,  that  nothing  but  divine  Peiwer  and. 
eternal  Love  caa  ever  remove  the  bar.  But  I  muft 
have  done,  and  go  out  after  fonae  of  the  loft^  Icac-r 
tercd,  icabbed  Iheep,  that  are  lefc  in  the  wilderoefi* 
God  bleis  you  and  reward  yout  mufl:  ev^r  be  tbt 
prftjrer  of 

J.  J. 


J   '   i 


C    «99    ) 


LETTER  LIII. 


To  the  Rbv,  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


PEAR  S.IRj, 

It  is  of  uccctBsy  I  fend  thefe  lines.  I  am  lilte 
Ekhu^  tnf  bcHy  is  as  new  wine  which  hath  no  veM  t 
I  muft  %cak,  that  I  may  be  re^fhed.  I  know  not 
ipow  ta  give  flattering  tides,  yet  I  think  I  may  caU 
yoa  my  ipiritual  father,  as  Paul  was  to  the  Galatianb 
1  ooce  beo^d  you  deliver  your^  Maftw's  mtflage  at 
a  viJtage  near  Gainjborough,  in  LkicolrHhtre,  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  I  fir(b  )et  out  in  refigion. 
Since  that  time  I  have  paft  through  various  changes^ 
and  for  the  moft.  part  have  dwelt  in  dreary  dcferts^ 
on  parched  ground,  yea,  in  a  wildernefs;  tiH  it 
pleafed  God  to  fend  you  once  more  after  me,  where 

you'  feund  me>  atC ,  Bucks,  a  little  more 

than  a  year  fince ;  when  your  Father  and  my  Father 
lent  you  with  thefc  words — My-  mercy  will  I  keep  for 
him  far  evermore ^  and  nrf  covenant  Jhall  ftand  faft  with 
him  \  hh  feed  alfo  wiU  1  make  to  endure  for  ever^  and 
his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven.  Thcfe  were  the  blc(P 
cd  words  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit  th^t  brought  me 
bdxk  to  my  Father's  houfc  in  peace*    I  conferred 

DO 
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no  longer  with  fle(h  and  bldod»  but  firt  to  fearching 
my  Bible,  my  Father's  laft  will,  for  my  pordon^ 
made  over  to  roe  in  that  covenant  made  with  David's 
Lords  and  I  have  found  it»  bkfled  be  his  holy 
name!  It  came  at  an  acceptable  timci  for  I  had 
Tpent  my  all,  and  got  no  better,  but  rather  worfiv 
I  found  it  was  an  ancient  provolk'"^  Jball  iklher  ibe 
ntedj  when  be  crietb,  ibe  poor  alfr^  and  bim  thai  batb 
m  bdpiTi  be  flfoU  redeem  tbeir  Joids  from  decat  wd 
violence f  and  fredcus  JbaU  tbeir  blood  be  in  bis  Ji^kL 
It  is  a  free  gift,  it  is  pure  gold ;  and  fince  it  is  gcddp 
I  hope^  through  grace,  to  be  thrifty  over  it,  and  not 
lofe  a  duft.^  But^  Sir,  it  has  coft  me  the  lols  of  all 
my  friends ;  but  the  1(^  of  their  &vour  I  count  my 
gain,  fince  my  wealth  is  concealed  in  the  cro& 
Within  thefe  laft  twelve  months  I  have  had  the  foccft 
trials  from  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  and  from 
the  profefling  world ;  my  whole  frame,  at  times,  was 
as  though  it  was  fet  on  fire  of  hell$  the  enemies  of 
my  Lord,  and  his  fi-ee  grace,  have  befet  me  on  every 
fide^  but,  bkfled  be  God  that  girdeth  me  widi 
ftrength,  and  maketh  my  way  perfed,  he  hath  en* 
abled  mc  to  pnqr  with  David — Rmember  me^O 
Jjordy  wiib  tbefauour  ibai  tbou  beareft  unto  tby  petfU. 
O  !  vifii  me  witb  tbjjahation^  tbai  Inutfjee  ibe  good 
of  iby  cbofen^  ibai  I  ma;  rejoice  in  ibe  gladntfs  rf  ibf 
naiion,  ibai  Imof  glory  wiib  ibine  inberiiancel  Sir, 
fince  the  Lord  fent  you  with  the  joyful  found  I  never 
could  fit  any  longer  under  any  of  the  letter  miniftets; 
§nd  bccaufe  of  this  they  harafs  me  with  the  names  of 

Andnomiaa 
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Aiidiiomlan  and  a  narrow  foul;  but,  bleiled  be 
God)  I  know  whom  I  ferve  in  the  Spirit  of  his  Soa, 
for  he  enables  me>  at  dmo^  to  cry>  Abba  Father. 
I  came  to  hear  you  at  A-^-— >  on  Thurlclay  even- 
ing, with  a  good  appedte>  and  I  had  as  good  a  fup« 
per  as  ever  I  had  m  my  life;  I  was  made  drunk,  but 
not  with  wine ;  my  cup  ran  over.  I  had  not  one 
wink  of  fleep  that  night  i  I  was  very  certain  I  had 
got  Jacob's "bleflingy  and  run  away  with  it;  and  I 
could  not  helpiiiblcribing  with  my  hand  to  the  Lord, 
and  calling  myfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael.  Before 
meeting  I  called  at  a  houfe  of  one  of  Mofcs'  dilciples> 

diere  was  S M        ,  with  Ibrae  more;  I  being 

like  a  fpeckled  bird,  they  began  to  ihoot  at  me, 
wondering  that  I  could  find  no  preacher  to  fuit  me, 
aikif^  me  fome  fbolilh  queftions ;  I  anfwered  them  in 
Solomon's  words,  which  feemed  to  make  their  &ces 
red.  I  thought  of  his  foolt  pefth,  and  mortar ;  but 
forbore  fpeaking,  for  fear  of  lofmg  my  fupper.  The 
greateit  crime  was,  I  had  left  the  means,  and  all 
God's  people.  I  afked  them  where  they  thought 
God  was  worfhipped ;  they  faid  at  M-  ■■■■;  I  brought: 
this  paOage — Thus  faith  the  Lor d^  the  heaven  is  mf 
ihrone^  and  the  earth  is  myfootftool^  where  is  the  houfe 
that  ye  huUd  unto  me,  and  where  is  the  place  ofmjireft  f 
but  they  ieemed  to  me  neidier  to  know  Zion,  nor 
Zion'sGod.  You,  Sir,  coming  foon  after  to  de« 
fcribe  Zion  literally,  and  then  fpiritually ;  that  God 
had  broke  up  houfekeeping,  and  dwelt  in  the  hearts 
of  believers ;  and  that  Ihe  was  redeemed  with  judg- 

mcnt 
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Mcnt  atid  f  ighte6uriie<s  i  judgfiHcnt  to  fad^  tlivin^ 
Jufttce^  and  r ighteoBfneft  to  put  on  thb  coitidy  wo^ 
iiiin  t  my  heart  wa^  filkd  wkh  joy  atid  gladheft^  and 
]  haye.  been  feeding  on  it  ever  Itncei  and  tny  foul 
ftys,  What  hath  tha  Lotd  wrodght  ?  Afi^r  ffleetifig> 
I  had  a  great  defire  to  fpeak  to  my  father  s  I  caflM 
to  the  inn ;  it  was  I  that  took  hold  of  your  hand  be*- 
fere  that  young  man  wiiii  Kghc  bufliy  hair  i  bbt  fee« 
ing  S— —  M"  ■  ,  with  whom  I  had  been  dilpot- 
ing,  my  coumge  failed,  and,  you  not  knowing  mtj 
1  cookl  hardly  (peak,  but  fet  off  home,  for  fear  of 
company,  for  I  wanted  to  go  alone.  1  was  deter^ 
mined  to  fend  a  few  lines;  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  ex« 
cufe  my  freedom,  as  it  is  the  Brft  letter  I  ever  fent 
u>  a  religious  friend  in  all  my  life*  May  God  bleft 
you,  and  fend  you  to  M—  again,  with  fome  more 
good  news  feom  heaven,  God  willing,  I  hope  to 
Ipend  one  half  hour  with  my  father.  I  hope  I  ihall 
not  (hame  you.  Sir;  my  outer  drefs  is  as  good  as  any 
of  Mofes*  difeiples  in  M  ■■■■,  though  I  count  it  boc 
dung  and  drofs« 

I  am  your's  b  the  Lord>  and  in  the  bond  of  the 
everlafting  covenant, 

J.  F. 
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LETTER  LIV. 
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'      Toi  Mr.  I— --^  P — ^ 


♦ » * 


DEAR  BROTHER,  .       .     . 

I  RBjofCitD  {|t  the  receptiCMi  of  yours*  I  knew 
that  I  had  becja  purAitog,  buc  I  knew  not  what>  iot 
feOKtimes  wc  hunt  a  fox,  fometimes  a  wolf,  fome* 
times  a  roe,  aAdlbaiccimes  a  Iheep  i  the  two  ibrmer 
to  the  wiklcroeis  to  their  own  covert,  the  ktttet  ix> 
the  King'k  (hie. and  the  good  fold.  Verily  I  iiif 
mto  you,  that  there  is  joy  in  the  prefence  of  the 
angeb  of  God:  when  ihe  loft  fhecp  is  found.  If  cboa 
haft  loft  one  earthly  friend,  vaf  fon,  thou  haft  gained 
a  thoufaiid  heavenly  ones,  which  are  awre  precbus 
and  valuable.  Thofe  that  come  to  mount  Zion  aro 
never  friendlels  nor  defolace^  Love  unites  us  with 
the  church  of  the  firft«bom,  and  with  the  fpirits  of 
juft  meo  made  perfed :  we  come  under  the  miniftrjr 
of  an  mnomerable  company  of  angels,  to  God  the 
Ju^e  of  all,  and  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
covenant,  atnd  to  the  blood  of  fprinklingi  that  ^eak<* 
eth  better  things  than  that  of  Ab^  i  and  who  can  be 
friendleft  that  is  united  tt>  fuch  a  Ueflcd  coaApaef  » 
and  who  have  dieir  convcrikbon  in  hcaveq  among 
4  them^ 
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Aem  f  O I  how  fenfibly  have  I  kit  and  oijoycd 
Ac  preience  of  thofe^  when  my  affeftions  have  been 
with  my  treafiire^  and  when  the  vUitatiom  of  God 
have  preferved  my  Ipirit ;  when  the  glory  of  God 
hath  been  fixlh  in  me»  and  his  leciret  upon  my  ta- 
bernacle. Thefe  are  pledges,  earncfts^  and  fore* 
taftes  of  the  great  rewvd »  yea,  the  firftfruits  of  the 
Spirit,  which  enfure  die  whole  harveft. 

Seek  the  Lord,  ,and  thou  (halt  live  $  (eek  his  fiice 
evermore :  and,  if  Jefus  is  not  to  be  found  among 
diy  acquaintance,  quit  them ;  if  he  is  not  to  be 
fettnd  in  die  means,  leave  them  aUa  Many  con^ 
gregati<^s  are  like  the  Saviour's  fepuidire  after  his 
lefurredion,  nothing  is  to  be  found  but  die  grave^ 
ctothes  and  the  napkin;  I  mean  the  external  garb 
and  the  old  vail ;  no  light,  no  life.  Seek  not  die 
living  among  the  dead.  To  your  clolet,  to  your 
Bible,  and  to  the  fields  to  meditate :  the  foul  that 
Ifays  in  (ecret  (hall  be  rewarded  openly ;  die  Icrip- 
tures  teftify  of  Jefus ;  and,  while  Ifaac  was  medicat- 
ing in  the  field,  the  camels '  arrived ;  his  thoughts 
went  out  to  meet  his  God,  and  God  met  him  with 
a  choice  gift,  a  woman  that  feared  the  Lord.  Never 
was  there  more  profeflion  and  lefs  poiTefikm  than 
now  s  never  did  this  ifland  fwarm  with  hypocrite  as 
att  this  dme.  A  name  to  live,  and  that  is  alL  The 
foul  that  (its  down  contented  under  the  mipiftration 
of  death  is  a  quiet  member  i  and  he  that  oppofes 
die  power  of  godlineft  is  a  zealous  man :  but  God 
tritt  hj^ve  a  remnant  and  there  are  a  few  namca^veo 
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in  Sardis  which  have  iiot  defiled  their  garments,  and 
they  fliaU  walk  with  him  in  white  raiment,  for  he 
accounts  them  worthy.  The  Lord  make  and  keep 
thee  of  this  highly  favoured  and  happy  number^  is 
the  prayer  and  defire  of, 

Your's  in  Chrift  Jcfus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    LV. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  and  read  your  laft  favour,  and 
ibme  more  that  have  come  to  L  ;  and  cannot 
help  thinking  that  you  muft  (peak,  that  you  may  be 
eafed,  the  bottle  feems  to  be  fo  full.  I  wifh  I  could 
jay  fo  i  but  if  I  Ipeak  I  am  not  eafed,  for  my  Uttle 
pitcher  is  foon  emptied,  and  I '  am  like  a  dry  tree# 
1  came  home  laft  week  from  my  journey  very  poore- 
ly r  I  preached  in  three  places^  and  in  the  two  RrA 
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had  VTxy  comfortable  feafons  i   but  before  I  got  to 
the  laftt*  I  was  fhut  up»  dark,  and  bound ;   and  fe 
I  have  continued  ever  fince,  and  am  now  very  poor- 
ly and  low  with  a  bad  coldj  which  is  the  caufe  of 
your  not  feeing  me  in  towa  this  week.    I  think  I 
can  never  be  made  to  (land.     There  is  no  (Irength 
in  me,  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  I  never  yet  had 
t^e  true  light,     Thofe  that  believe  in  the  Saviour 
ihall  no  longer  walk  in  darknefs ;  and  this  ihews  that 
I  cannot  believe  in  the  light  that  I  may  be  a  child  of 
light.     How  happy  would  I  be  if  I  could  but  con- 
tinue in  the  enjoyment  of  the  little  that  I  have  at 
times  tafted!     I  think  the  Lord,   at  times,   hath 
clothed  me  with  power ;  and  that  his  prefence,  in  a 
meafure,  has  been  with  me :  but  I  am  not  certain  it 
is  he }  yet,  in  this  Iweet  letter  of  yours,  there  arc 
many  things  applicable  to  my  cafe,  and  many  things 
that  my  foul  earnefUy  hopes  and  prays  for.     I  truft 
my  inward  conflids  are  not  altogether  for  fin,  though 
I  ought  to  fuffer  a  deal  for  that ;  and  if  I  did  but 
know  that  I  had  an  intercft  in  the  Redeemer's  love, 
I  think  I  would  willingly  fuffer  to  the  d^ay  of  roy 
death.     There  are  certainly  doors  opening  for  mc 
to  preach,  notwithftanding  all  the  oppoficions  made 
by  men  ;    and  that  men,   who  have  for  fo  many 
yeats  profefled  the  gofpel,    fliould  fee  themfelves 
againft  me,  is  aftonilliingj    neither  can  I  fee  why 
they  Ihould  be  fo  exafperatcd.as  to  vilify  my  charac- 
ter, 'except  it  be  for  the  truth's  fakci  for  when  I  was 
prefuming  in  fin  and  falfe  confidenccj  no  tongue  was 
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moved  againft  me.  I  cannot  now  expert  to  have 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  till  the  faft-day  is  oven 
Do  you  think  there  is  yet  a  proiped  of  our  nation 
being  faved  ?  Sometimes,  you  know,  that  a  Noahi 
Danielj  and  Job,  (hall  only  (ave  themfelves ;  andj  at 
other  times,  one  Mofes  fhall  fland  in  the  gap,  and 
make  up  the  breach.  The  French  have  been  the 
lovers  that  this  nation  has  doted  upon,  whom  they 
have  admired  for  years:  their  fafhions,  language> 
manners,  and  cuftoms»  have  been  adopted  s  and  i$ 
it  not  likely  that  we  Ihall  have  enough  of  them  ? 
Many,  many  from  this  town  and  country  defire  and 
wifli  their  beft  refpefts  to  you,  and  are  in  great  ex- 
pe6bation  of  feeing  the  fummer  coming  on,  in  hop9 
then  of  feeing  you  in  the  country  again«  Qod  blefii 
you,  is  the  dcfire  and  prayer  of 


Tour  much  obliged  friend, 


hi 


X  a  L^TTEK 
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LETTER   LVI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J- 


Grace  and  peace  be  ^iib  thee. 

BELOVED  OF  G0D9 

If  there  is  any  new  wine  in  my  bottle^  ic  is  (of 
thy  ufei  all  things  are  yours,  whether  Paul  or 
ApoUos,  life  or  death.  They  that  water  ihall  be 
watered  themfelves,  and  they  that  fcatter  (hall  in- 
crcafe  i  God  will  dry  up  the  green  tree,  and  caufc 
the  dry  tree  to  flourifh.  For  every  comfortable  fca- 
fon,  my  fon,  be  thankfid;  knowing  that  we  have, 
by  fin,  forfeited  all  claim  upon  God  for  any  mercy, 
whether  in  Providence  or  grace.  Enlargement  and 
contraftion,  liberty  and  bondage,  love  and  fear,  will 
all  work  in  turn  more  or  lefs ;  and  thofe  that  have 
none  of  thefe  changes  fear  not  God. 

God  will  make  thee  (land,  and  put  ftrength  in 
thee  too  when  thy  ftrengdi  is  all  gone ;  but  this  is 
not  thy  happy  cafe  yet.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
Iliffiiefs  in  the  iron  (inew  of  thy  neck,  it  cannot  bow 
to  the  yoke ;  there  is  ftrength  in  thy  free  will  i  you 
cannot  accept  the  funijbment  of  your  iniquity^  nor  yield 

to 
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to  bear  the  indignadon  of  the  Lord,  although  thou 
haft  finned  againft  him.  Nor  haft  thou  loft  all  the 
power  of  thii^e  arm :  thou  art  ftill  working,  tugging, 
and  ftriving,  in  thine  own  ftrength,  in  order  to  fub* 
due  fin,  ple^ife  God,  and  recommend  thyfelf  to  his 
&vourj  and  thou  expe&eft  his  approbation,  his 
fmiles,  his  blefTings,  and  his  working  power,  to  at* 
tend  thee  on  the  footing  of  thefe  things  ^  and  when 
he  withdraws,  or  refufes  to  meet  thee  in  this  way, 
and  cuts  thine  expectations  ofF,  then  thine  heart  fret- 
teth  againft  him ;  this  thy  way  is  thy  folly ;  what 
God  does  for.  us  is  not  for  our  fake,  but  for  his  own 
name's/ fake,  and  for  his  dear  Son's  fake;  Chrift 
ivill  be  all  to  thee  when  thou  art  nothing.  The 
*  true  light  that  Ihincs  into  God's  eleft,  my  fbn,  dif- 
covers  various  things  befidcs  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrifb  When  the  Lord  fhined  round 
about  Paul  and  into  his  heart,  it  was  no  lefs  to  him 
than  the  light  of  Ijfif ;  and  the  commandment,  with 
all  its  unlimited  demands,  immediately  followed-^ 
now  fin  revived,  now  concupifcence  appeared,  now 
the  carnal  enmity,  pride,  wrath,  and  the  web  of  hu- 
man righteoufnefs,  fhewed  itfelf;  and  all  fruits 
brought  forth  unto  death  were  difcovered — all  things 
which  are  reproved  are  made  mamfefi  by  the  light  which 
doth  i^peary  for  whatfoever  doth  make  manifeji  //  light. 
In  this  light  we  difcover  the  fpirituality  of  God's  lawi 
the  wrath,  the  bondage,  and  fear  that  it  works ;  the 
demands  of  it,  and  the  poor  help  and  encouragement 
that  it  gives  to  the  poor  finner.    It  was  in  the  Lord's 
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light  that  David  faw  this — /  birvefien  an  end  tf  dB 
perfeSfiam  hut  tby  commandment  is  exceaSng  broad.  In 
this  light  we  fee  this  world  in  its  true  colours^  and 
the  date  of  all  men  m  xt-^we  know  thai  we  are  ^ 
Godj  and  the  whole  world  Hitb  in  widtednefs.  In 
this  light  we  fee  the  dumb  dog,  the  foolifh  Ihep- 
herd,  and  the  blind  guide;  for  though  the  Lord  give 
you  the  bread  and  water  of  iffftiffion^  yet  Jball  not  tby 
teachers  be  removed  into  a  comer  any  morcj  but  thine 
eyes  fljolljee  thy  teachers.  It  is  in  God's  light  that 
we  fee  the  vanity  of  all  natural  religion,  the  infuf^ 
ficienqr  of  a  form  of  godlinels,  the  vanity  of  human 
Cradidons,  dofhines,  commandments,  and  precepts, 
of  men — whatjotver  I  counted  gain  bere^  I  count  Iqfs 
for  Chriji ;  yea^  doubtlejs^  and  I  count  all  things  but 
dung  and  drojsy  that  I  may  win  Cbrift.  Furthermore, 
in  the  light  of  God  we  fee  the  prophecies,  and  Chrift 
the  fubftance  of  them,  who  is  the  light  that  (hines  in 
ft  dark  place,  or  in  all '  the  prophets'  dark  fayings, 
until  the  day-dawn  and  day^-ftar  arife  in  our  hearts. 
Once  more,  it  is  this  light  that  leads  us  to  ^/  that 
juft  One^  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  die  Father's  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  pcrfon — God  bath  fbmed 
into  our  hearts  ^  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Cbrifii  this 
is  feeing  him  who  is  invifiblei  that  is,  ic  is  feeing 
the  Lord  in  his  own  light,  who  is  invifible  to  ail 
natural  men.  It  is  in  this  light  that  we  fee  Chrift 
to  be  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  who  himfclf  is  the 
only  path  of  the  juft,  and  who  leads  us  fix>m  one 
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difcotcry  to  another,  till  we  come  to  perfcft  day* 
Now  when  my  Ton  comes  to  read  this,  can  he  fay 
that  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  his  eyes, 
that  the  light  of  the  gofpel  fliines  not  to  him, 
that  the  old  vail  is  ftill  upon  his  heart,  and  that  he 
walks  in  darknefi,  and  knoweth'  not  whither  he 
goeth  ?  I  trow  not, 

Whatfoever  blefling  comes  from  God  leads  the 
heart  in  faith,  in  affe6tion,  ip  gratiaide,  and  thank* 
fulneis  to  God  s  which  faith  and  aflFeflion  is  attended 
with  an  inward  witne(s  for  God,  and  which  wttae& 
iilences  every  accufer  for  that  time,  for  feiA  is  ne- 
ver without  a  wicnefs. '  Pay  no  regard  to  oppofition  ^ 
foldiers  of  Ch  rift  muft  endure  hardnefs,  and  fight  the 
good  fight  of  faith. 

Old  men  are  not  always  wife,  nor  do  the  aged 
onderftand  judgment. 

An  over  fondncfs  of  reputation  and  charadcr 
caufed  Jonah  his  pcribus  voyage.  To  be  oppofed, 
perfecuted,  reviled,  and  flandercd  for  truth  and  con- 
fcience  fake,  is  the  badge  of  a  real  difciple  of  Jefus, 
and  the  certain  lot  of  all  his  faithful  followers. 
When  the  devil  lofes  a  willing  captive,  or  a  letter 
preacher,  which  is  one  of  the  nets  of  that  artful 
fowler,  he  is  fure  to  refent  it,  by  foreftalling  the 
market  of  thofe  who  buy  the  truth  and /ell  it  noti 
but  let  that  ferpent  go  on,  and  fill  up  his  meafure ; 
he  Ihall  be  trampled  under  our  feet,  and  we  (hall 
judge  him,_  and  fure  I  am  that  he  will  have  judg- 
ment without  mercy,  for  he  has  fhewed  no  mercy 
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upon  Chrift's  lambs  and  doves.  If  God  fets  before 
thee  an  open  door^  none  can  fhut  it;  nor  can  the 
word  of  God  be  bound ;  the  word  diat  he  fends  fliaii 
accompliih  the  end^  the  candle  that  he  lights  (hall 
neither  be  put  under  a  bed  nor  under  a  bufhel,  the 
Lord's  city  cannot  be  htd>  nor  (hall  Haman  himfclf 
ever  prevail  againft  the  feed  of  the  Jews ;  we  fight 
no  enemy  but  what  is  already  conquered  or  (lain— 
te  (f  goo  J  cheer ^  I  have  overcome  the  world ;  I  have 
fought  the  fieldj  and  won  the  day,  and  therefore  be 
of  good  cheer,  for  both  the  viftory  and  the  fpoil  are 
yours — then  is  the  prey  of  a  gre^U  Jpoil  divided  i  the 
lame  take  the  prey.  The  word  of  the  Lord  (hall  found 
out,  and  the  fame  of  his  fervants  (hal]  be  fpread 
abroad ;  not  only  by  the  recipients  of  truths  but  from 
the  lips  of  envy — theje  are  the  /ervanis  of  the  Mojl 
fSgb  God,  fays  the  poor  girl  poflfefled  with  the 
devils  when  (he  followed  Barnabas  and  Paul.  That 
thou  mayeft  minifter  as  of  the  ability  that  God  giveth, 
that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Jefus 
Chrift  i  that  thou  mayeft  hold  the  myftery  of  £iith 
in  a  pure  confcience,  and  by  thefe  war  a  good  war- 
fare; and  that  every  member  of  Chrift  ma^  fill  and 
magnify  his  ofHce,  fo  that  he  that  prophelieth  may 
wait  on  his  prophecies,  he  that  teacheth  on  teaching, 
he  that  exhorteth  on  exhortation;  he  that  ruledi, 
with  diligence ;  he  that  prayeth,  with  cheerfulnefs ; 
is  the  hearty,'  unfeigned,  and  undiflembled  deiire 
and  prayer  of,  dear  fon,  thine  affeftionately  in  the 
kingdom  and  patience  of  Chrift^ 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  I.VII. 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTOK. 


MY   DEAR   FRIEND^ 

My,  letters  never  Hand  long  unanfwered  widk 
you  i  the  anfwer  feems  to  be  ready  to  what  I  wifli 
to  know,  though  I  can  but  exprefs  it  in  a  very  blun- 
dering manner.  I  received  your  laft  favour  in  due 
time^  and>  if  I  had  wrote  then,  I  could  fay  it  was 
iavoury  meat^  fuch  as  my  foul  loveth ;  it  was  all 
that  was  in  my  heart,  but  you  tell  it  far  better  thao 
I  can  defcribe  it;  I  know  it  when  it  is  fhewn,  but 
cai^find  neither  light  nor  words  to  fet  it  forth,  and 
this  is  the  truth  of  the  matter ;  fo  dark,  ftupid,  dull^ 
'  and  ignorant  1  am.  I  know  that  *'  legal  drivings^ 
**  together  with  the  hurrying  and  terrifying  influence 
**  of  S&tan,  drive  into  the  wildcrncfs  j"  drive  from 
God,  but  never  to  him ;  and  when  it  is  night  all 
the  beads  of  prey  creep  out  of  their  dens,  corrup- 
tions I  feel  chen  fwarming,  and  on  the  back  of  that 
I  rebel  awfully  againft  God,  becaufe  it  is  not  better 
with  me;  and  when  I  have  cried  in  this  diftrefs,  and 
have  obtained  an  anfwer,  and  fometimes  I  have 
found  a  letter  from  you  to  be  the  anfwer^  but  foon 
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after  legal  pride  will  begin  to  workj  feir-fufficienqr, 
carnal  eafe^  take  place>  and  this  calls  for  the  fcourge 
again>  and  down  I  go  as  miferable  as  ever,  till  I 
feel  my  heart  heaving  with  rebellion ;  and  furely  this 
is  the  foolifhneis  of  a  man  perverting  his  way>  and 
his  heart  fretceth  againft  the  Lord.  It  fuffices  no- 
thing that  I  am  not  tempted  to  grofs  a6ls  of  (in, 
while  thefe  evils  haunt  my  foul,  and  bring  me  into 
captivity  to  their  power  fo  ealy.  Pride,  unbelief 
murmuring,  unclean  thoughts,  and  rebellion,  are 
the  fins  which  alternately  worry  me  and  make  my 
life  bitter ;  and  yet  I  often  think  not  bitter  enough, 
otherwife  I  might.be  delivered  from  them.  I  know 
they  have  been  all  at  times  difperfed  by  one  litde 
ray  of  light  from  the  Saviour's  blefled  countenance  i 
but  this  has  been  but  of  a  very  (hort  duration,  and 
when  it  is  gone,  I  ^1  again  to  queftion  the  whole, 
whether  it  was  from  him  or  not.  And  when  1  have 
fcceived  a  letter  from  you,  which  has  been  attended 
with. a  comfortable  feal,  my  ftate  and  my  feelings  fo 
clearly  defcribed,  that  I  could  ventune  my  life  it  was 
mie>  my  heart  broken,  and  the  darknefs  difpelkd 
ia  reading  it  i  yet  I  have  called  all  in  queftion  again, 
and  feared  that  I  had  applied  to  myfelf  what  did  not 
belong  to  me. 

I  have  reafbn  to  hope  that  two  women  who  be- 
longed to  us  died  lately  happy  in  the  Lord.  When 
I  firft  vifitcd  them,  they  were  in  great  diftrefs; 
but  before  they  died,  they  were,raifcd  to  a  fweet 
liqpc. 

The 


i    3iS    ) 
The  Lord  himfelf  blefs  you^    and  guide  both 
tongue  and  pen>  is  the  prayer  o^ 


Your  very  affe&ionate  friend. 


J.  J- 


LETTER  LVIIL 


To  the  Rev,  Mr.  J- 


It  Is  an  eafy  matter  with  me,  tny  dear  friend,  to 
lend  you  an  account  of  legal  pride,  felf-righteoul^ 
ncis,  infidelity,  rebellion,  and  the  evil  workings  of 
concupifcence,  for  my  poor  heart  (according  to  the 
ficih)  is  (luffed  with  nothing  elfe,  therefore  it  is  out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  that  my  mouth  fpeak- 
eth^  however  it  ts  he  diat  hateth  his  life  in  this 
world,  that  (hall  keep  it  to  life  eternal ;  for ,  God's 
ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  our 
thoughts :  he  that  exalteth  himfelf  fhall  be  abafed, 
and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  fhall  be  exalted ;  that 
which  is  highly  efteemed  among  men  is  abomination 
in  the  fight  of  God  i  while  thofe  who  look  at  him 
4  whom 
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K^hom  they  have  pierced  (haU  be  in  bitto^neis  (or. 
him^  and  diofe  that  receive  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
fpiric  (hall  loathe  diemfelves  in  their  own  fight  for 
their  iniquity.  If  you  want  any  defcription  of  c vil, 
or  of  the  workings  of  it,  I  am  never  at  a  lois  for 
that,  for  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  always  pre* 
fcttt  with  me  i  but  if  you  want  any  thing  that  is 
good  you  puzzle  me,  for  how  to  perform  that  which 
is  good  1  find  not.  If  my  heart  is  warm  with  the 
Lord's  love,  and  I  am  heaping  a  thoufand  bleflings 
on  hi9  name  for  his  goodnefs  to  me,  I  can  feel,  per* 
ceive,  yea,  hear  with  fomething  of  an  ear  which  is 
inthin  me,  a  thotifand  curfes  go  through  my  mind 
in  a  minute ; ,  where  they  come  from  God  knows, 
but  there  they  be,  and  there  they  come  and  go;  but 
they  leave  no  (ling  of  guilt,  no  fear  of  death,  nor 
any  dread  of  damnation,  behind  them ;  nor  does 
God  frown,  rebuke,  reprove,  or  hide  his  face  from 
me,  on  the  account  of  them;  while  this  infernal 
flame  goes  hiflfing,  like  a  red-hot  fhot,  through  the 
car  and  mind  of  the  veiTel  of  mercy,  I  fhudder, 
fuck  up  my  breath,  watch  their  departure,  and  keep 
my  mouth  as  it  were  wiih  a  bridle,  till  they  are 
gone,  and  then  go  on  again  with  the  delightful  trade 
of  bleiTing  him  tl>at  blefles  me.  Formerly  I  ufed  to 
view  thefe  fiery  darts  to  be  my  own  fin,  and  tremble 
at  their  dreadful  cfFcds ;  but  the  killing  force  of 
tliem  is  now  gone,  Chrift  is  the  fliield  of  feith,  and 
his  blood  quenches  all  the  fiery  darts  of  this  wicked 
one  i  for  they  leave  no  guilt  behind  them,  nor  do 

they 
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they  caufe  any  diflance  or  feparadon  between  me 
and  my  God ;  becaule  the  Mediator  and  hb  fbun* 
tain  opened  is  the  mercy-feat  between  my  God  and 
my  foul:  the  breach  is  clofed^  and  Satan  canho^ 
open  it  again>  therefore  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  ter* 
rors  by  night,  nor  of  the  arrows  that  flee  by  dayi 
becaufe  the  guilt  of  my  fins,  and  the  wrath  Qf  my 
God,  do  not  meet  and  work  in  my  confcience  to* 
gether  as  before.  Perfect  love  did  once  cafl:  out  all 
fearj  and  .torment  too ;  and,  though  I  do  not  always* 
enjoy  that  love  in  the  heat  and  fiame  of  itj  yet,  it 
having  caft  out  fear  and  wrath,  it  keeps  them  out  ( 
love  keeps  its  ground,  and  the  devil  cannot  make 
me  believe  that  God  hates  me,  nor  can  he  rank  cne 
among  the  clafTes  of  his  enemies;  for  he  that  know- 
eth  all  things,  knows  that  I  love  him  dearly.  But 
that  which  puzzles  me  moil  of  all  is,  when  I  have 
been  remifs  in  duty,  cold,  indifferent,  carnal,  li&> 
lefs,  unbelieving,  rebellious  as  a  devil ;  full  of  mur- 
muring, cavelling,  difputing  the  point;  determined 
to  have  my  own  way,  come  life  or  come  death; 
curfing  my  hard  fat^,  the  day  of  my  birth,  and  the 
man  that  brought  tidings  of  it ;  wiihing  myfelf  a 
beaft,  not  a  bead  inftead  of  a  finner,  but  a  beaft  in- 
ftead  of  a  faint.  When,  after  this,  I  have  been 
debafed,  and  forced  to  bow,  and  expeded,  that  if 
there  was  any  holinefs  in  God,  any  truth,  any  juf* 
tice,  or  any  refentment  left  in  him,  that  he  would 
fhew  it,  and  eafe  bimfelf  of  fuch  an  adverfary,  fuid 
be  avenged  of  tuch  a  rebel  as  I ;  but  here  I  could. 

8« 
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get  no  anfwen  All  I  could  gather  from  his  conduft 
.appeared  to  me  to  be  this :  I  will  talk  to  you  by  aikl 
by.  And  when  I  have  kept  watching  for  the  rod, 
kilowing  that  my  fool's  back  called  for  ffarokes^  there 
has  come  a  fmile,  a  temporal  prefent,  great  energy 
b  prayer,  much  pardon,  accefs,  neame&j  £imili- 
trity,  the  deepeft  humility,  and  an  account  of  good 
done  in  the  pulpit ;  this,  above  all  things  under  hea- 
ven, makes  the  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington  nothing,  and 
Jefus  all  in  all,  this  has  bled  my  foul  to  death  a 
chouiand  times  over.  Don't  fend  the  fubfcribers  yct^ 
a  month's  tinie  will  do.  I  truft  it  will  be  ooe  of  the 
mod  profitable  works  that  I  have  ever  feat  out,  but 
the  blefli^g  depends  upon  Him.    God  blefs  thee* 


Evef  thbCf 


W,  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XIX. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  £y£R   DEAR   FRI£ND> 

I  HAVE  received  and  read  your  laft  favour,  and 
the  Lord  knows  that  it  came  in  feafon.  You  know 
not  how  fweet  it  proved  to  me,  and  how  thankful 
my  foul  was  for  it ;  and  though,  I  believe,  you  de- 
iigned  no  more  than  to  give  me  (bme  account  of 
the  Lord's  kind  dealings  under  the  prefent  difpenfa- 
tion  with  your  own  foul,  yet  there  was  fooiething 
for  me  too.  I  faid,  after  I  had  read  it,  that  I  knew 
the  voice  that  was  in  it  ^  and  indeed  there  is  a  voice, 
as  well  in  your  letters  as  your  miniftry,  that  I  cannot 
hear  any  where  clfe ;  and  I  am  fure,  at  times,  that 
I  have  heard  it,  and  that  I  know  it  when  I  hear  it 
again;  and  1  have  fecredy  laid,  *^  Is  it  not  the 
**  voice  of  my  beloved  coming  ?*'  But  you  fcem  to 
intimate  that  there  is  a  deal  of  the  '^  noiiy  clamour 
*^  of  unbelief"  in  mine ;  then  it  is  no  wonder  that  I 
underftand  it  fb  well,  for  my  heart  is  (tufied  with 
nothing  elfe ;  and  I  feel  the  influence  of  that  defpe* 
rate  ipirit,  which  you  mention,  fo  ftrong  on  my 
poor  foul>  that  at  times  it  makes  me  devili(b|  Uke 

himfclC 
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himlcl£  Next  to  my  own  falvadoiij  there  »  oo^ 
thing  in  this  world  that  affords  me  greater  fads&c- 
don  than  to  fee  the  hand  of  the  Lord  with  you  i 
your  foul  has  been  delivered  from  the  battk,  and 
you  (hall  return  in  triumph.  If  you  had  been 
wori^ed  in  this  conflid»  I  knew  I  muft  fall>  and  &11 
for  ever  i  if  the  foundations  can  be  deftroycdj  then 
what  (hall  the  righteous  do !  But  this  (ball  never  be» 
nor  will  he  ever  (uffer  a  fervant  of  his,  whom  he 
knows  contends  for  his  caufe,  and  (or  his  truths  10 
be  con(bundcd  in  the  prefence  of  fools.  I  knew, 
from  the  beginning,  that  you  were  encountering 
Satan  in  the  garb  of  an  angel  of  light,  and  a  (er- 
vant  of  his>  whom  he  had  transformed  into  the  like- 
fle(s  of  a  minifter  of  righteoufne(s.  I  never  had  a 
lingle  doubt  on  my  mind  about  the  law(ulnc(s  or  the 
neceflity  of  the  war ;  no,  nor  of  the  event  of  it  nei- 
ther :  and  I  now  find  that  my  (aith  was  the  fubftance 
of  what  I  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  what  I  did 
not  then  (ee.  But  how  grievous  fuch  things  are  to 
nature,  none  can  tell  but  thofe  who  feel  them.  Far 
le(s  than  what  you  have  met  wich  makes  me  more 
like  a  devil  than  any  thing  elfe ;  every  thing  that 
touches  me,  or  goes  contrary  to  me,  makes  me  re- 
bel like  a  tiger  1  and,  what  is  very  (Irange,  I  find 
that  all  (everities  cannot  tame  me,  nothing  but  kind* 
nefs  humbles  me :  and  how  can  this  be  expeded 
under  (b  much  rebellion !  But  unexpededly  It  comes 
at  times.  The  account  I  had  of  the  P—  of  B — — 
was  fweeeened }  I  cannot  tell  you  what  comfortable 
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and  fWeet  views  t  hdd  of  its  conteintSi  and  with  what 
power  they  abode  upon  me  for  fome  few  days  j  and 
I  thought,  if  I  could  lie  in  them^  with  the  feelings 
and  fenfations  I  had  then^  I  (hould  be  contented  to 
wait  for  health  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  life.     But 

0  !  they  are  gone !  nothing  continues  with  me  long. 

1  am  like  a  broken  veflbl,  in  whom  there  is  no  plea- 
fure.  And  where  am  I  to  look  for  more  ?  Let  me 
look  where^  I  may,  I  know  that  it  will  never  come 
but  from  one  objeft — it  muft  come  from  Jefus^  and 
no  where  elfe.  It  grleVcs  me  to  fay  give,  give,  when 
I  know  there  are  fo  many  things  that  call  befides. 
The  good  Lord  be  with  your  Spirit,  is  the  dcfirj 
and  prayer  of 


Your  real  friend, 


J.J. 


Vol..  U.  Y  LETT£R 
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LETTER  LX. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J 


I  THANKFULLY  received  the  epiftle  of  my  friend, 
and  blefs  my  God  for  ownipg^  jqr  attending  wkh  his 
bleflingy  any  thing  written  or  fppken  by  &>  unlikely 
and  unworthy  an  inftrument;  but  he  knows  his  poor 
Yervantj  and  I  know  my  kind,  dear>  and  ever  bleflf- 
ed  Mafteri  this  bears  me  up,  and  helps  me  on. 
He  has  put  the  helniet  of  ialvacion  on  my  head^  he 
has  clad  me  widi  zeal  as  with  a  cloakj  he  has  girded 
meywith  ftrength  for  the  batde^  and  has  filled  me 
witfi  power  and  mighty  by  his  Spirit,  that  I  may 
(hew  Jacob  his  tranfgrcflions,  and  the  houfe  of  K- 
rael  their  fins  j  he  has  told  me  in  my  ftudy,  thai  be 
will  avenge  bis  own  ele£l,  and  deal  tredcherouffy  wiib 
tbem  thai  have  dealt  treacheroujly  with  me ;  and  this 
reckoning  will  Ihordy  be  brought  in>  and  they  that 
hate  me  (hall  pay  it^  and  thofe  that  favour  my  righ* 
teous  caufe  Ihall  fee  ic>  and  iniquity  (hall  flop  her 
mouth.  Judgment  may  appear  at  nmes  to  linger^ 
and  becaufe  it  is  not  fpeedily  executed,  the  hearts  of 
flnners  are  fully  fet  in  them  to  do  evil  \  but  when 
God  is  known  by  the  judgments  which  he  executes, 

and 
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md  he  aveDge$  the  caufe  of  his  fervants>  many  a 
halting  foul  comes  to  be  at  a  pointy  judgmeni  Jball 
return  wU^  rigbttaufnefs^  and  the  upright  in  heart  JhaU 
follow  it*    When  the  fticks  of  the  eleven  tribes  ap- 
peared dry  and  barren,  after  being  laid  before  th§ 
teftimony,  and  only  Aaron's  rod  budded,  it  flopped 
the  nnurmuring  of  the  children  of  Ifrael;    and  diis 
iDinifter  of  Satan,  being  fct  up  in  oppofidon  tq  thy 
friend,  will  make  the  Gmple  look  both  ways,  and  in 
time  iee  for  thex^elves,  wiicther  God  profpers  the 
calf-worfhippers  at  Bethel,  or  his  own  inflitution  at 
Jcrufalcm ;    or  whether  the  throne  of  Iniquity  can 
have  fellowibip  with  God,  who  frame  mifchief  by  a 
law.     The  houfe  of  David  will  increafe,  and  th^ 
houfe  of  Saul  fhall  decreafe.    And  I  muft  tell  thee, 
that  the  things  which  iiappened  unto  me  have  fei{ 
out  rather  to  the  furtherance  of  the  golpel :  the  news* 
papers,  hand-bills,  and  pamphlets,  have  beei)  of  the 
lame  ufe  i  as  the  voice  of  the  devil  Pitbm,  in  the 
young  witcby  .mentioned  in  the  Ads,  who  proclaim-^ 
cd  Patd  and  Barnabas  as  fervants  of  the  Moft  High 
God,  who  (hew  us  the  way  of  falvadon.     Curiofity 
hath  led  nuny  to  hear  what  fort  of  a  monfter  I  am, 
and  not  a  few,  like  Deeg  the  Edomite,  are  detained 
before  the  Lord.    Mr.  Fci^on,  by  his  book,  hath 
<ided  the  part  of  thofe  acculers  of  the  adulterefi 
woman,  who  brought  her  to  Chrift^  and  left  her 
there,  when  they  thcmfelves  were  fcnt  oflF  under  the 
ftccuiations  and  curfes  of  their  own  confidence ;  and 
his  fcribble  may  be  the  means  of  fending  fome  to 

Y  a  hear. 


I 


r 


(    3H    ) 

hear,  who  (hall  hear  to  profit,  though  the  word  hath 
never  profited  him.  Howbcit  he  meaneth  no  good, 
nor  doth  hi$  heart  think  it  i  but  God  may  mean, 
think,  and  intend  all  this,  for  his  thoughts  are  not 
as  our  (!houghts. 

The  bondfmen  who  are  to  be  refponfible,  if-  re- 
port  be  true,  are  fix  in  number.  They  have  begun 
to  build  without  counting  the  cpft;  but  the  top  of 

* 

this  tower  will  not  reach  unto  heaven,  for  God  hath 
bound  himlclf,  in  honour  to  his  great  name,  to  con- 
found their  language,  and  to  fcatter  the  proud  in  the 
imagination  of  their  hearts ;  he  wiU  pull  down  the 
mighty  from  their  feats,  in  order  to  exalt  them  that 
are  of  low  degree  and  of  light  efteem. 

The  majority  of  his  audience,  if  report  be  true, 
are  females  j  thefe  fmell  a  fweet  favour  under  him, 
and  are  very  much  benefited,  elpccially  thofc  thai 
have  waxed  wantm  and  kicked  againft  Chriji^  and 
fuch  as  have  already  turned  afide  after  Satan :  the 
ewes  great  with  young,  and  thofe  that  feel  the  cloudy 
and  dark  day,  abide  by  the  old  tents ;  thefe  camiot 
feed  tbemfehes  mtb  their  own  deceruings^  becaufe  of 
the  terrible  femine.  The  former  clafs  of  thofe  ho- 
nourable women  require  a  peculiar  fort  of  dals- 
kaders ;  to  be  bifhop  of  thefe,  a  man  mud  firft  be 
proved  whether  he  be,  like  Eli's  fons,  a  real  child 
of  Belial,  one  that  is  fond  of  creeping  into  houfes, 
apt  to  feel  for,  and  fympathize  with,  the  weaker 
veiTels;  moreover,  he  mufl:  have  a  good  report 
aniongft  thefe  dau^iters  of  Zipn,    as  one  that  can 
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anurc  through  the  luft  of  the  flc*,  and  be  touched 
with  the  feelings  of  their  infirmities,  and  not  only 
ipread  his  Ikirt  over  them  who  creep  to  his  feet  in 
the  barn  floor,  but  he  mud  have  a  mantle  of  love, 
of  fuch  dimenfions  as  will  cover  all  their  works  of 
darknefsVhe  muft  hear  confeffions,  fay  mafs,  and 
be  fure  to  vifit  when  the  good  man  is  not  at  home  ; 
he  muft  receive  peace- offerings,  and  be  prelcnt 
when  Mrs.  Piety  wipes  her  mouth  and  pays  her 
vows,  Moft  of  this  ftamp  who  herded  with  us,  are 
flow  led  captive,  being  zealoiidy  afFeftcd;  and,  I 
believe,  fome  of  them  will,  ere  long,  be  made  more 
fruitful  under  the  prefent  paftor  than  they  have  been 
with  us;  for,  I  believe,  he  is  a  paftor  after  their 
own  hearts,  whether  he  feeds  them  with  knowledge 
and  underftanding,  or  not  The  Almighty  feems 
to  make  me  a  (harp  threfhing  inftrument,  having 
teeth  ^  and,  as  he  ufes  me  to  beat  them  off,  this 
wind  of  dodrine  which  blows  to  and  fro  carries 
them  away,  and  when  I  have  taken  the  vile  from 
the  precious  I  (haJl  be  as  God's  mouth. 

Another  ibrt  which  God  hath  cut  oflF  from  us, 
are  the  wife,  the  fat,  and  the  ftrong,  which  he  has 
promifed  to  feed  with  judgment  j  thcfe  have  long 
loathed  the  manna,  and  pined  after  the  garlic,  cu* 
cumbers,  and  melons,  of  Egjrpt  $  they  have  been 
pecking  at  the  king  in  Jtjburun  a  good  while,  and 
have  at  laft  appointed  a  captain  over  them,  having 
for  fome  time,  in  beartt  returned  into  the  Imd  $f 
Jiim.    Thcfe,   for  a  few  weeks,   have  reigned  as' 

Y  3  kings 
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kings  without  us,  fcr  we  were  quite  a  dead  weight 
UpOD  their  afpiring  excellency ;  but  better  is  a  young 
and  wife  child,  than  6ne  of  thefe  old  and  foolt(h 
kings,  who  know  not  to  be  admoniflied  -,  but  thefe 
crowned  locufts  are  gone— »and  fince  tb€  Lord  haib 
Jcattered  thefe  kings  in  it,  it  bath  been  as  white  as  the 
/now  in  Salnum.  In  a  great  houfe  there  are  not  only 
veflels  of  gold  and  (ilver,  but  alfo  of  wood  and  of 
earth  \  and  fome  to  honour,  and  fome  to  difhonour: 
God  hath  in  mercy  purged  us  from  Ibme  of  thefe ; 
and,  indeed,  y/c  have  too  long  lain  among  thefe 
pots }  but  when  this  old  furniture  is  purged  out,  we 
.  fliall  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with  Giver, 
and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold,  having  more  of 
the  heavenly  Dove,  and  his  grape,  dcfccnding  upon 
u$«  Since  the  departure  of  thefe  fmoking  firebrands, 
the  live  coals  from  the  altar  have  revived  and  glow* 
cd,  and  brought  the  children  of  light  a  litde  mor0 
together.  Many  confcfs  they  can  feel  a  difference 
in  the  climate,  and  are  ftruggling  hard  for  the  torrid 
zone.  The  Lord  blefs  thee,  and  keep  thee,  and 
lift  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give 
thee  peace,  is  the  prayer  of  thine  to  ferve, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

P.  S.  I  am  told,  by  a  perfon  who  had  lately  the 
fruriofity  to  count  them,  that  the  audience  of  a  cer- 
tain preacher  amounted  to  twenty-three  ladies,  am) 
eleven  gentlemen^ 


(  ^^  r 


LETTER  LXI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  DBAR  FRIBND, 

I   HAVE  been  much  indifpofcd  through  a  cold, 
almoft  ever  fince  you  left  L ,  and  am  now  in- 
deed very  ill  with  it  -,   but  this  is  not  the  worft ; 
I  am  very  much  diftrefled  in  foul.     Such  darknefe 
and  bondage  have  gathered  over  me,   as  I  think 
never  did  before.     V  have  much  wondered  why  it 
Ihould  be  thus,  efpedally  as  I  have  had  lately  the 
fweetcft  frame,  and  the  moft  comfortable  pro(pe<5t, 
r  ever  experienced.     Under  your  preaching  I  know 
I  felt  the  power;    I  found  it  fuitable,  fweet,  and 
comfortable  j   but  now  all  is  gone,  and  I  am  in  a 
worfc  ftate  than  ever.    I  have  prefumed  in  believing 
that  any  good  that  I  have  ever  heard  belongs  to  me. 
I  have  always  been  forward  and  bold  froni  my  youth 
up,  and  this  will  be  my  deftruftion.     You  have  en- 
deavoured to  bring  me  on  by  encouragements,  and 
1  have  taken  them  at  times,  but  they  could  not  be-- 
Jong  to  me ;    nor  do  I  know  what  can  do  me  good, 
fince  the  truth  cannot;    but,  notwithftanding  all,  I 

Y  4  Jcnow 
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kD9w  your  labour  will  not  be  in  vain,  you  wiU  re* 
ceive  the  reward^  though  I  may  not  be  the  fruit  | 

and  your  miniftry  has  been   biefled  at  L 

(though  fome  (peak  evil  of  it),  tyi^ny  have  been  xtr 
vived,  and  begin  to  look  out^of  obfcurity  $  this  I 
can  plainly  fee :  but  the  word  of  it  is>  that  I  envy 
thenfi,  and  I  think  hate  them.  This  is  awful !  an4 
I  believe  ttiis  has  brought  me  into  this  bondage.  I 
thought)  (hall  I  ferve  as  a  drudge  to  hunt  them  fron) 
their  falfe  coverts,  and  drive  them  out  of  their  re- 
fuges pf  lies  ?  and.  will  they  come  out  Ijeforc  me  a( 
laft  ?  I  determined,  in  my  hearty  to  ftrip  them  of 
pvery  morfel  they  had  receiycd,  and  make  them  as 
black  as  the  devil,  and  as  mife^abl^  as  myfelf.  I 
was  angry  with  you  for  comforting  them,  and  with 
them  for  receiving  it  when  they  had  no  bufinefs  with 
it.  And  qow  all  (he  corruptions  of  my  heart  boil 
like  a  pot,  and  there  is  not  a  fin  tha^  can  be  named 
but  what  is  alive  in  me,  and  fure  I  am  to  fall  by 
fome  of  them.  Tl}is  is  the  miierable  ftate  I  am  in^ 
pray  I  cannot,  neither  can  I  think  or  meditate,  and 
my  heart  is  as  hard  as  a  ftone ;  filled  with  darknefs, 
confbfion,  evil  thoughts,  hard  thoughts  of  God, 
envy,  hatred,  obftinaey,  and  as  rebellious  as^  the 
devil  hitpfelf^  and  it  appears  to  me  as  if  it  would  be 
perpetual,  I  know  nop  where  to  go.  I  wifti,  in 
my  foul,  I  could  run  from  this  work.  If  I  had  but 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  you,  I  would  not  men- 
tion thefc  things  even  to  you,  but  would  watch  an^ 
valt  what  the  Lord  (hoyld  fay  to  me,    wirfiout 

troublin^^ 
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troubling  you>ich  fuch  (luffs  but  tbk  feexns  to  be 
the  only  remedy  leftj  therefore  I  hope  you  will  f6F- 
give  me,  and  pray  for  me ;  and  God  Almighty  bleis 
you»  is  the  earned  defire  o^ 


Your  affedlionate  friend^ 


J.  J. 


■Wii* 


LETTER   LXn, 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J 


I  WAS  juft  going  to  fay>  that  I  have  received  die 
b&  dying  fpeech  and  confeflion  of  my  dearly  beloved 
fon  in  the  faith*  He  dies  daily,  and  yet  believes 
that  he  (hall  never  die  at  all;  he  is  chaftened,  but 
not  killed  i  perfecutedj  but  not  forlaken ;  call  down« 
but  not  deftroyed :  for  I  (hall  lee  him  again>  bearing 
about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Chrift  was  once  a  bond  lervant,  fo  were  we  -,  he  wa$ 
a  man  of  for  rows  and  acquainted  with  grie^  fo  muft 
we ;  he  was  defpifcd  by  the  world  and  deferted  by 
friends,  {o  (hall  we ;  he  died  under  the  curfe  of  the 
l^w^  the  ^omm^dmcnt  c^mes^  fin  I'cviyes,  and  we 

die 
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tfe  slfaV'l)^  was  nailed  to  the  croft>  and  our  okl 
man  muA  be  crucified  with  hifn«  The  fwoid  of 
jttftice  was  drawn  againft  him>  and  the  fwoid  of  thq 
Spirit  muft  pierce  us ;  an  horriUe  dread  overwhetms 
him^  and  we  mufl:  meditate  terrors  he  drinks  the 
bitter  cup  of'  divine  wrath,  and  we  muft  tafte  the 
cup  of  fatherly  anger,  for  in  a  litde  wrath  he  fmites 
OS  r  heis'  deferted  of  his  Father,  and  for  a  fmall  mo* 
ment  have  I  forfaken  thee,  faith  the  Lord ;  he  was 
bruifcd  for  our  iniquities,  and  he  will  fct  at  liberty 
them  that  are  bruiled ;  the  chaftilement  oTour  peace 
was  upon  Him,  and  all  the  Lord'  loves  he  chaftens. 
They  that  are  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his 
death,  Ihall  be  plabted  together  in  t^e  likeneis  of  his 
vefurredion ;  they  that  partake  of  the  fufFcrings  of 
Chrift,  ihaH  partake  alfe  of  the  confokitions ;  for  as 
he  was,  fb  are  we  in  this  world ;  the  world  knows  us 
not,  becaufe  it  knew  him  not. 

^l^hofe  fweet  frames  and  comfortable  profpefts, 
my  kfh  are  all  earned  pennies- of  die  rict)  grace  thae 
fliall  foHow  J  evtry  ^torJial  is  a  farerunndr  of  a  &iat«» 
ing  fit,  and  every  fh-a  prelude  toxhe  ci^  of  conlbn 
latton.  This  is  the  day  of  adverfity,  in  which  thou 
muft  confider;  the  day  of  profpericy  will  fucceed  it, 
in  which  tkou  (halt  be  joyfuL  They  that  ibw  in 
fears  (hall  reap  in  joy  i  they  that  mourn  fhall  be  com- 
Ibrted ;  they  that  weep  (h»U  laugh  $  and  they  that 
hunger  fliall  be  filled. 

If  you  felt  power  under  my  miniftry ;   if  it  was . 
iuitabk ,  <iwecti  and  comfortable^  the  Spirit  muft  ap« 

ply 
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fiy  it,  the  cxctJknqr  of  the  pfrwcr  is  of  G^4f-if 
fiii^ablc,  tc  was  as  naik  6ftetied  by  the  M^r  ^f 
aflhnUtea;  if  fweet,  it  came  from  him  whoTe  nKnitb 
b  moft  fweec  $  if  comfortable,  it  was  from  the  coil» 
foiation  of  Ifrad.  ^'  But  now  all  is  gone,  and  you 
**  arc  in  a  worfc  ftate  than  ever."  No>  my  foii| 
th»  is  the  beft  change  that  ever  foJIr 4  over  thee  ^yet; 
the  next  vidt  fets  thee  tjpon  the  fecond  round  of 
Jacob's  ladder  ^  every  future  embrace  Will  be  attend* 
ed  with  a  fweet  flow  of  godly  forrow,  which  will 
i^ad  on  to  a  cordial  reception  into  the  divine  favowi 
and  into  the  happy  enjoyment  of  pardon,  peace,  and 
love,  and  then  comes  repentance  that  needs  never  to . 
be  repented  of. 

"  But  thou  art  too  bold."  Not  at  all,  my  fon  $ 
the  (elf-loft,  felf-*defpairing  (inner,  whq  fues  for  b(^ 
in  Chrift,  and  puts  his  mouth  in  the  duft  to  get  ti^ 
may  come  boldly, to  the  throne  of  graces  the  king*- 
dom  of  heaven  fuffereth  .violence  to  fuch,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force. 

^<  For  thee  to  be  the  drudge  to  hunt  them  out 
^  of  their  refuges,  and  then  for  them  to  come  forth 
.*'  before  thee,*'  is,  doubdefs,  enough  to  provoke 
thee  to  jealoufy,  confidering  that  thou  art  the  fhep- 
herd,  paftor,  and  leader  of  the  flock.  However, 
there  muft  certainly  be  fome  difcoverics  of  the  beauty, 
comclinefs,  and  excellency  of  Chrift,  or  there  never 
would  be  thefe  debates,  contentions,  and  fcuffles,  to 
know  who  (hall  ftep  in  flrft  at  the  moving  of  the 
^vaters.     Go  on,  my  fon,  ftrive,  run,  wreftle,  any 

how. 
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how,  fo  as  thou  canft  but  win  Chrift,  and  be  found 
in  him ;  and  if  thou  canft  not  get  'firft  out,  aft  Ja- 
cob's part,  catch  hold  of  the  heel  of  every  one  that 
lums  at  the  blefCng,  and  tell  them^  that  if  they  ftrive 
for  maftery,  they  fhall  not  be  crowned  except  they 
ftrive  lawfully. 

**  But  thou  waft  angry  with  me  for  comforting 
them.**  Pray  forgive  me  this  wrong,  for  I  was  only 
the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderne(s>  Jehovah 
is  the  God  of  all  comfort,  as  well  as  the  Father  of  all 
mercies.  There  are  many  more  grievous  things  ia 
thine  epiftle,  but  they  are  all  briefly  comprehended 
in  this  faying,  Jealoufy  is  the  rage  of  a  man.  My  hope 
of  thee,  my  fon,  is  fteadfaft  i  none  of  thefe  things 
«nove  me;  I  have  thee  in  my  heart,  to  live  and  die^ 
with.  I  fhall  couniel  thee  to  (hew  a  little  lenity ; 
4hat  is,  affter  thou  haft  puUed  their  hair,  fmitten, 
wounded,  and  ftript  them,  that  thou  wilt  endeavour 
to  make  rcftitution  to  them  as  ibon  as  the  Lord  ftiaU 
comfort  thee  again,  that  they  may  receive  damage 
by  thee  in  nothing  $  and  you  can  take  this  text,  ^  If 

we  are  comforted,  it  is  for  your  edification,"  &c. 

God  blcfs  thee,  my  fon  j  ever  thine, 

W,  H.  S  S. 


M 


LETTER 
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LETTER  LXIII. 


!>  the  Rev.  Mr,  HUNTINGTON. 


«  # 


MY  VEJtV  DEAR  AND  Il£VBRp(II>  6IR>  '      ' 

It  is  an  unfpcakablc  bleffing  that  ever  yolir  works 
fell  into  my  hand,  and  more  particulatiy  that  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  you  preadi ;  for  I 
have  b^en  in  '  bondajgc  rtiore  than  fix  years  through 
the  fear  of  death,  ana  not  knowing  whether  I  fh^uld 
be  faved  or  loft ;   but,  blefied  be  God,  when  you 

was  at  G- ^  it  pleafed  the  Searcher  of  i^arts  to 

give  you  a  text  to  fuit  my  cafe,  both,  in  the  firft  and* 
fecond  iermon,  on  the  prodigal  Ton.  I  heard  a  diC- 
courfe  from  the  fame  text  a  little  more  than  ievca 
years  fince,  but  as  the  preacher  did  not  appear  to 
know  either  the  prodigal  or  his  Father,  he  could 
only  preach  to  pleafe  men.  I  heard  him  again,  but 
did  not  like  him,  for  he  was  an  Arminian ;  but  mf  v 
wife  ufed  to  attend^  fuch  men,  and  I  ufed  to  go  with 
her  now  and  then,  till  at  length  we  entered  into  fome 
contention  about  religion,  and  I  told  her  that  my 
fiither  knew  the  fcriptures ;  but  (he  faid  flie  hated 
to  hear  him  talk  about  them,  which  ftaggered  me 
gready.    Upon  this  I  found  that  I  was  ignorant  of 

the 
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the  right  vmy,  and  fecretly  prayed  to  God  to  teach 

me  what  was  rights  and  I  diligendy  read  my  Bible  s 

but .  at  length  I  got  hold  of  an  old  bookj  written 

by  a  tinker,  the  tide  of  it  is  ^^  The  Sighs  and  Groans 

'*  of  the  Damned  **    In  reading  that  book  and  my 

Bible^  and  praying  to  God,  I  got  into  a  deiperate 

ftate  i  *  and  the  author,   fpeaking  in  the  perlbn  of 

Dives,  came  fo  home  to  me,  that  I  thought  I  was 

the  very  man ;  and  it  ftirred  up  my  conicience,  and 

iet  me  to  work>  to  do  (bmething  4br  ChriB: ;  and  I 

iifed  to  fity  to  myfelC    Oj  if  I  did  but  k^ow  what 

J  mj^  d9  for  Chrift  I    And,  in  this  fmickfs  toil,  { 

got  worfe  and  wprfe^  for  the  wickednefs  of  my  own 

hearty  tl^e  blai{^emies  of  the  devil,  and  vile  reprc'- 

jfentatiqns^of  the  SaviouTjj  that  were  prefcnc^  to  zny 

,view^  mf^A^  me  hang  down  n^y  head  like  one  me- 

janchd^y^ .  fot  knowing  from  whence  thefe  evils 

came ;  .and  in  this  Jabour .  I  got  farther  and  farther 

from  God|   for  whatfoever  .is  nor  of  faith  is  iin. 

^ome  tiaic  jafter  this,  I  was. at  work  in  the  capacity 

^f  A  mafbn's  derk,  and  fuflfered  many  hardfhips  on 

ih^t  jaccpuoj^  for  I  fled  from  my  own  bufineis  for 

jconfcience  fakei  becaufe  I  could  not  work  on  the 

JuOrd'sdayi  and  one  .day,  as  I  was  ruminating  on 

my  ftatc^  and  pondering  over  thefe  things,  it  ap- 

peared  as  if  a  dim  cloud  dropt  from  off  my.£ice, 

or,  as  Paul  fays,  Jeaks  fell  from  my  ^w,  and  then  I 

/aw  where  I  wa3,  and  on  what  groiind  I  ftood,  for 

God  was  come  near  to  me  to  judgment  \  and  an 

•aw&il  figure  I  cut  before  hitpi  for  sdl  my  fiqs  ftood 
•*  •  •  •      .' 

I  in 
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ia^cdc  afray  before  mt,  ivhich  4)foUght  tKis^cnpir 
turc  to  my  ^n(«id,  ^nmfoa^grve  sc(cu0f  for  #iwy  Hit 
vwd  ^   this  I  4i»und  wsuh |Fue/  fi^  I  :hftd  offcti  .qke& 
lioipad^d^  jtfugbof ithaj:  v^ord  bcforfci  tMnfcifig  <3:P<I 
cooldi^t.cefncmber  Ehe\?)  all,  ipr  I^thodght  JkiQiriM 
be  (k^ok  aihone  a^  fqy(«)f.    But,  «Its !  all  my  #dwl 
tranfgreflipos.  (tared  ine  in  the  fac^  fk^  one  cmiq 
lip,  ;;nd  then  anodier>  yea>  ^1  my  fios  {vjommf 
childhood  s  then  I  faw  the  Bfbte  widi  new  eyesi  an4 
I  Jiad  a  b^U  4n  my  conicience  becauie  of  the  fins ;| 
had  commuted,  for  they  werte  done  Q^  ^illinglyt 
and  witj^  (bchr.  delight,  that  I  had  not  one  excuTe  .09 
make,  but  begged  for  mercy ;  and,  bkfki  be  hi| 
namci  he  did^.ihew  me  mercy  i,  for,  ina&wday3| 
aftet^  4^  I;wa»  at  my  work^  all  <ai  a  fuddoi^  J^ioi 
CJiriil'  came  into  my  4bul,  ^c  the  rifing  fy^yMi 
brought  fiicb  leyei  joy^  and  pcface,  as  I  >can'  aefv^er 
dcicribe^  -for  itiwas^ttnfpedkable,  lind  fiiU.pf  ^ly* 
Then  I  -bad* reft  in  my  foul,  for  I  Jcn^w  th<t  m^  ^ 
were  pardoned  i  and  I  h^d  quietnefa  and  eonfideocQL 
yea,  a^iuU  affiirance  as  long  as  tc  laftedi   and  this 
fcripture  came  into  my  mindj  i  iam  found  ^ihim  tb^li 
Jbu^  me  ng^f    Now  my  heart  and  affeftipns  ^e/!^ 
drawn  up  into  heaven  in  a  wonderful  manner^  btii  I 
have  (ince  had  as  hard  work  to  get  them  from  earth 
to  heaven.     Thefe  things  I  had ;    but,  alas !  I  Imk 
took,  my  .journey  into  a  far  country,  and  thbre  v^ed 
sny  fubftance  with  riotous  living.     And  |  wiU  idi 
you  the  way  by  which  I  loft  0gbt  of  thciie  fhicigi.' 
There  was  a  man  in  pur  town  who  ^jpes^fed  f?Q^  ki 

very 
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yerj  godly  and  circumfpeift  in  hU  \\fty  Mrhich  iecreN 
If  drew  my  afleftions  over  to  him,  and  being  won- 
derful  in  wifdom  and  grace>  as  I  thought,  he  at^ 
tached  me  doiely  to  him;  and  I '  was  very  fond  of 
liim,  for  whosoever  be  hound  on  earthy  was  h>uHd  in 
heaven  vnib  me,  for  I  ufed  to  look  upon  him  as  an 
angel  of  fight ;  for  he  ufed  to  fpeak  (b  wonderfully  of 
the  perfeftiotis  of  our  God,  and  the  glorious  attri- 
butes of  Deity,  that  I  have  been*  very  joyful  to  hear 
Kim.  Sometimes  I  have  mentioned  the  fweet  com- 
munion that  I  have  had  with  Jefus  Chrid,  but  be 
always  cut  at  that,  perfuading  me  that  it  was  no- 
thing  but  the  workings  of  my  paflions ;  and  he  being 
lb  wonderful  in  talk,  he  a£bed  the  part  of  ^  a  thic^ 
ftript  me  of  my  comfort,  and  (tele  my  heart  from 
Jefus  i  but  I  was  fo  bound  to  him  that  this  did  not 
fliake  me  off;  though  we  had  many  ups  and  downs 
by  the  way,  yet  it  was  fbme  time  before  we  fepa- 
tated,  although  he  ufed  openly  and  wantonly  to 
laugh  at  me  on  account  of  my  experience ;  Ibme- 
moiics  I  was  in  his  ^vour,  and  ibmetimes  out  In 
Kb  fmiles  !9ras  life  with  me,  and  in  his  frowns  death, 
lor  I  was  always  ready  to  take  blame  and  fhame  to 
.myfelfi  but  God  has  feparated  us,  and  we  never 
came  together  fince,  and  I  believe  we  never  (hall, 
Ibr  he  has  mounted  the  fcomer's  chair. 

After  this  I  attended  a  litde  prayep^meeting  in 
our  town,  where  there  are  many  profcfTors.  From 
thefe  I  have  received  many  a  wound :  but,  bkifcd 
be  God>  it  was  not  &tal ;  for  it  ufed  to  fend  me  to 

a  throne 
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a  throne  of  grace  to  beg  of  God  to  teach  me  accord- 
ing to  his  promife. 

It  came  to  pafs,  on  a  time,  that  I  met  with  my 

dearly  beloved  friend  A ,  and  I  falutcd  him 

in  the  ftreet,  which  furprifcd  him,  not  knowing 
much  of  me  fince  I  have  been  in  God's  ways ;  but 
we  have  been  bofom  friends  ever  fince,  and  we  have 
often  read  your  works  together,  and  have  rejoiced 
in  the  goodneft  of  God  to  you-ward,  and  have  been 
companions  with  you  in  tribulation.  Your  works 
have  been  a  ^reat  fupport  to  us,  both  in  fpiritual 
and  temporal  trials,  and  we  have  great  reafon  to 
pray  for  your  profpcrity  while  fo  many  wi(h  for  your 
halting;  but  all  that  watch  for  iniquity  fhall  be  cut 
off.  Some  time  ago  I  got  hold  of  your  book  called 
The  Child  of  Uberty  in  Legal  Bondage^  and  read  it^ 
and  I  faw  myfelf  defcribed  in  it,  and  my  fituation, 
and  the  means  that  brought  me  into  it ;  then  I  knew 
what  was  the  matter  with  me,  which  led  me  tS  cry 
for  liberty,  and  I  have  fccretly  longed  to  come  at  it 
by  reading  your  works  i  but,  blcfled  be  God,  he 
hath  done  it  by  your  miniftry,  for  he  hath  had  re- 
Ipeft  to  the  defire  of  his  poor  extravagant  fon.  I 
had  fome  workings  in  my  mind  about  the  law ;  it 
was  on  the  Wednelday  before  you  came  down, 
when  this  text  was  brought  to  me,  Whatfoever  the 
law  faiths  it  faith  to  them  that  are  under  the  law ;  and 
this  word  whatfoever^  dwelt  much  on  my  mind, 
therefore  I  faw,  from  that  time,  a  believer  is  not 
under  the  law,  for  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 

Vol.  IL  Z  righteoufnefi 
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rightcoufnefs  to  every  one  tliat  believes.  The  Friday 
following  this  fcripture  came  to  my  mind^  Buf  what 
went  you  out  for  to  fee  ?  a  reed  Jhaken  with  the  wind; 
which  I  took  to  be  a  reproof  for  my  over  anxiety  to 
fee  you,  for  the  devil  preffed  me  fo  in  the  week 
with  the  fuppofed  crowd  that  I  thought  it  would  be 
impofTible  to  get  to  hear  you  i  but,  bleflcd  be  God, 
I  did,  and  greatly  to  my  fatisfadlion ;  and  when  you 
came  to  the  prodigal  fon,  it  tallied  exaftly  with  my 
experience,  and*I  firmly  believed  that  there  was 
fomething  more  in  it  for  me,  notwithftanding  all 
that  the  devil  could  do  to  hinder  my  coming.  When 
I  came  to  G ,  I  retired  to  a  friend's  apart- 
ment, and  prayed  to  God  that  his  word  might  come 
with  power  to  my  foul :  and  in  very  deed  it  didj 
for  I  never  had  experienced  it  in  that  way  before. 
I  have  often  longed  and  prayed  to  have  a  believing 
view  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  garden,  but  I  never 
could.  Now,  when  you  began  to  defcribe  a  true 
fon  of  God,  the  light  came  into  my  heart  like  the 
twinkling  of  a  little  ftar,  and  got  brighter  and 
brighter,  and  I  found  the  devil  pecking  at  it,  and 
you  faid  the  enemy  will  come  to  take^  away  the  feed 
Jowny  and  you  will  become  unfruitful ;  and  that  very 
word  unfruitful  was  like  a  dagger  to  my  heart,  for  I 
thought  I  had  been  unfruitful  enough  before.  Then 
the  word  came  again  with  fuch  power  to  my  (bul, 
that  I  could  not  contain  myfclf ;  and  when  you  iaid, 
^hisy  my  fon^  was  deady  and  is  alive  again  ;  be  was 
lojly  and  is  found ,  and  thrf  began  to  be  merry : — ^thcfc 
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endearing  words>  from  fo  loving  a  father,  filled  my 
very  heart,  till  I  dropt  down  upon  my  feat,  and 
thought  my  heart  would  burft  with  a  mixture  of  joy 
and  grief  J  this  is  what  I  never  fck  before,  though  I 
have  often  longed  for  it. 

This  holy  mourning  over  him  came  on  me  again 

the  day  you  left  G ,  and  I  was  obliged  to 

turn  afide  to  give  it  vent.  This  fpiritual  mecknefs 
does  not  confift  in  a  gloomy  and  downcaft  coun- 
tenance, which  is  highly  efteemed  by  fome, "  who 
know  nothing  about  it,  though  they  try  to  mimic 
it;  but  the  love,  joy,  and  peace,  that  comes  by 
believing,  is  more  to  me  than  my  neceflary  food, 
it  makes  me  ftand  in  full  confidence  of  my  eternal 
fafety.  O  that  the  fimplicity  of  Chrift  may  never 
be  withdrawn  from  me  !  But,  truly,  if  I  had  con- 
tinued in  that  frame  of  foul  that  1  was  in,  I  could 
not  have  done  my  bufmefs ;  for  my  heart  and  affec- 
tions were  fo  drawn  up  into  heaven,  that  I  really 
forgot  what  I  was'  about.  One  morning,  as  I 
awoke  early,  this  paffage  came  to  my  mind,  /  Jleep, 
hut  my  heart  awaketb ;  //  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved 
that  knocketby  fiyingy  Open  to  me,  my  Jijier,  my  Icve, 
my  dove,  my  tmdefded,  for  my  bead  is  filled  with  dew, 
and  ffpf  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night.  This  came 
with  fuch  power,  and  with  fuch  delight,  as  I  cannot 
delcribe  \  but  (till  I  fear,  becaufe  I  have  fuch  a  na- 
tural propenfity  to  get  into  the  old  legal  way  again, 
which  caufes  me  to  cry  to  God  that  he  would  not 
let  me  be  bereft  of  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift 
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Jcfus;  for  I  protcft,  before  God,  I  woirid  (boner 
lofc  my  life  than  lofc  it :  but  the  Lord  has  given  me 
a  tender  confcience,  and  a  filial  fear,  and  in  feme 
mcafure  the  difcerning  of  fpirits,  which  I  hope  will 
be  of  ufc  to  me.     Pray  for  me,  for  you  are  in  my 

•  heart  to  live  and  die  with  you ;  therefore  I  hope  you 
will  excufe  my  familiarity  with  you,  for  I  cannot 
help  making  free,  feeing  God  hath  fhined  through 
you,  and  fpoken  by  you,  to  my  heart,  which  I  (hall 
never  forget.  The  fruits  and  effects  of  the  fpirit  of 
bondage  I  have  left  out,  feeing  they  arc  fo  fully  dc- 
fcribed  in  your  above-mendoned  book.  And  now. 
Sir,  I  know  your  goodnels  will  excufe  my  boldncfs 

.  with  you,  feeing  it  is  intended  to  God's  glory,  and 
to  ftrengthen  your  hands  in  the  work.  So  I  remain 
your  very  afFcdionate  and  loving  fon, 

T.  W. 


iETTER. 
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LETTER  LXIV. 


To  T W- 


•v«^ 


I  RECEIVED  my  dear  friend's  epiftlc.  The  con- 
tents are,  that  his  name  is  ftill  great  among  the 
Gentiles,  and  an  ointment  poured  forth  to  all  that 
feel  their  need  of  him.  He  muft  increafc,  and 
Mofes  fhall  decreafe ;  though  he  hath  in  every  city 
rhofe  that  preach  him,  the  fervant  Ihall  not  fharc 
his  Matter's  glory,  nor  ftand  in  competition  with 
him.  When  we  get  upon  the  holy  mount,  Mofcs 
and  Elias  are  fure  to  withdraw  j  but  the  former  will 
accufe  us  all  the  time  we  are  in  the  wildernels,  for  it 
is  the  rebellious  that  dwell  in  a  dry  land.  There  are 
few  that  go  from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho  but  what  fall 
among  thieves :  their  great  light  and  fwelling  words 
arc  wonderoufly  enchanting  to  thofc  who  live  only 
upon  therr  inward  joys ;  the  form.er  is  a  waindcring 
ftar,  and  the  latter  a  tinkling  cymbal,  and  it  is  no 
unufual  thing  to  fee  a  child  catch  at  a  lighted  candle, 
and  be  charmed  with  the  found  of  a  fiddle.  Such 
are  pimps  for  Satan.  We  (like  fools)  give  up  our- 
fclves  to  their  guidance,  viewing  them  as  eyes  to 
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the  blindj  feet  to  the  lame,  and  as  hands  to  the 
paralytic  j  but  when  thefe  offend,  we  muft  cut  oflf 
thefe  kctj  pluck  out  thefe  right  eyes,  and  call  thefe 
ofieniive  hands  from  us,  and  appear  halt>  lame,  and 
maimed,  rather  than  accompany  them  to  hell-fire. 
Merc  we  go  mourning  back  again  to  the  chief  Shep- 
herd, with  only  two  fragments,  for  thefe  are  all  that 
are  taken  ou^  of  the  tngutb  of  the  Uoriy  a  leg  and  a 
piece  of  an  ear.  There  is  a  grain  of  feith  left  for 
Jefusi  and  a  litde  attention  to  what  he  {b^l  be 
pleafed  to  fty  to  us,  and  that  is  all  that  is  perccp? 
tiblcj  and  fometimes  hardly  that.  Congregation^ 
of  hypocrites  and  heretics  arc  the  devil's  brothels^ 
and  the  work  of  thefe  fiddlers  is  to  procure  frcfh. 
provifions,  and  no  morfel  fp  fweet  as  the  poor  man  $ 
cwr-lambi  they  rejoice  niore  ?t  ;he  wounding  and 
laming  a  lamb  of  the  Lord's  fold,  than  they  do  iq 
the  flaughter  of  a  thoufand  goats,  or  ten  dioufan^ 
bulls  of  Bafhan. 

There  is,  my  fon,  a  twofold  repentance  j  the  one 
legal,  the  other  evangelical.  Judas  had  the  formeri 
the  prodigal  the  latter.  The  firft  is  forced,  or  ex- 
torted, when  the  wrath  of  God  and  the  guilt  of  men 
meet  together  in  the  finner's  confciencci  this  is  at- 
tended with  no  hatred  to  fin,  but  to  the  punilhment  j 
it  is  always  attended  with  felf-pity  and  enmity 
againft  God ;  this  may  be  feen  in  a  fuUen,  defperate 
wretch  going  to  the  gallows;  the  law  works  no 
other  than  this.  Evangelical  repentance  iprings 
frpm  the  joyful  meeting  of  the  Saviour's  dying  love 
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tnd  man's  mifery  in  the  fmncr's  heart,  and  is  the 
bkflcd  effeft  of  pardon,  peace,  and  reconciliation  j 
this  is  attended  with  an  hatred  to  Tin  and  felG  and  a 
loving,  fimpathizing  with,  and  mourning  over,  the 
Son  of  God  in  his  dolorous  fuSerings  for  finful 
worms  like  us ;  this  is  not  extorted,  but  poured 
forth,  and  the  more  the  love  of  Jefus  operates, 
the  more  it  flows;  this  is  repentance  unto  life,  for 
the  living  God  is  the  objeft  of  it,  and  he  is  alive 
from  the  dead  that  exercifes  it :  and  fomething  like 
it  may  be  feen  in  a  young  fcduced  tranfgreilbr,  who 
hath  received  his  fentence,  and  who  faints  away  at 
the  light  of  the  fatal  tree,  and  little  better  than  half 
dead  when  the  cap  is  drawn  over  his  face  -,  bur,  to 
bis  aftonifhment,  his  pardon  is  proclaimed  while  the 
halter  is  about  his  necl^.  The  former  fight  drank 
up  his  fpirits,  but  his  pardon  difiblves  him  quite. 
Buft  what  is  this,  when  compared  to  a  foul  in  the 
fearful  hands  of  the  living  God,  and  who  receives 
his  pardon  over  the  beUy  of  hell,  and  is  at  once 
plucked  as  a  brand  from  the  burning,  and  wrapped 
up  in  the  bofbm  of  divine  and  everlafting  love  ?  Let 
the  fons  of  God  rehearfe  thefe  his  mighty  a&s  in  the 
places  of  drawing  water,  when  the  dreams  from  the 
wells  of  falvation  overflow  all  their  banks,  and  the 
glorious  God  appears  to  be  a  place  of  broad  rivers 
9nd  ftreams  wherein  Ihall  go  no  galley  with  oars. 

No  (ruitfulneis^  my  fon,  wilt  ^hou  ever  find,  but 
by  virtue  of  union  with  the  living  Vine.  In  him 
is  our  fruit  found  j  the  clofer  >vc  cleave  to  hiroi  the 
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more  virtue  comes  from  him;  and  the  more  we  re« 
ccivc  from  his  fulnefs,  the  more  wc  fliall  favour  of 
his  name.  All  his  garments  fmell  of  myrrh»  aloes, 
and  cafTia ;  abide  under  his  (kirt,  and  thou  fhalt  be  a 
fwcet  favour  of  Chrift  to  them  that  love  him,  and  a 
fwcct  favour  of  God  in  Chrift  to  them  that  hate 
him.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  fweet  leader,  and  an  in- 
ward diulacor:  obferve  the  inclinations  ivhich  he 
gives  to  prayer,  and  obey  them ;  likewife  the  ai4 
and  alfiftance  that  he  grants  to  us  while  engaged  in 
it  i  the  pafTages  he  brings  for  us  to  plead,  the  argu« 
ments  he  gives  us  to  ufc ;  the  fervour,  the  faith,  the 
ezpeftation  alfo,  as  well  as  the  enlargement  of  hearty 
the  boldpefsi  the  nearnefs  of  accefs,  the  freedom 
and  familiarity ;  in  all  thefe  things  he  helps  our  in^ 
firmities,  and  makes  fenfible  intercefllon  ^r  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God :  befides  the  melting 
and  humbling  fenfations^  the  powerful  motions  of 
love,  the  fight  that  he  gives  us  of  our  wants,  and  of 
the  fulnefs  of  Chrift  to  fupply  them ;  the  varioiK 
views  that  he  gives  us  of  his  fuiBcrings,  and  thedS'^ 
coveries  he  gives  us  of  the  myfteries  of  his  ktng^ 
dom ;  the  future  views  and  fweet  thoughts  which 
his  wonderful  operations  produce  in  die  heaven- bom 
foul.  He  that  is  led  by  this  in&liibk  guide  is  a  child 
of  God ;  therefore  what  he  didbates  obierve,  what 
he  points  out  do,  and  where  he  leads  go^anJ  b$ 
that  /oweth  to  tbt  Sfirit,  Jball  rf  ilk  Spirit  reap  Hfi 
fverlajiing. 

Beware  alfo  of  the  leaven  of  the  PharifeeSj  i^hich 
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is  liypocrifjr  J.  and  let  them  not  entangle  thee  with 
th^  yoke  of  bondage.  The  fpirit  of  bondage  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  wrath  of  God :  the  law  workoth 
wraths  and  nothing  clfe  -,  it  can  curfe  us  to  death, 
and  that  is  all.  And  when  they  tell  you  that  we  arc 
delivered  from  the  curfe,  but  are  under  the  precept, 
tell  them  the  law  is  not  divided.  He  that  labours 
%o  keep  the  precept  is  under  the  fentcnce— i^j  moftf 
<W  are  of  Jbe  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curfe i 
^nd  he  that  goes  to.  it,  Chrift  IhaU  profit  him  nor- 
thing, he  is  inverting  the  order  of  God,,  and  fruf- 
trating  his  grace;  he  that  toils  at  the  precept  of  the 
jaw  rejeds  the  Saviour's  adive  obedience  as  iiifuf- 
iicient,  and  he  that  relies  upon  his  own  perfbrmancet 
4eipifes  his  blood  And  when  they  tell  you  wc'arp 
under  the  law  to  Chrift,  aik  chem  wh^t  lawi  aocl  if 
they  fay  tht  moral  law,  tell  them  that  is  no):  ijie  ww 
covenant,  that  is  not  the  law  God  writes  on  thfc 
jnind  and  puts  in  the  heart  by  his  Spirit ;  for  God 
minifters  not  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law. 
The  law  of  feith  and  the  Spirit  always  go  together : 
the  day  you  believed,  you  were  fealed  with  the  holy 
Spirit  of  promife.  The  ifles  are  to  wait  for  the  Sa- 
viour's law,  and  his  tcftimony  is  to  be  bound  up, 
and  his  law  fealed,  among  his  difciples ;  to  this  law 
and  teftimony  we  are  to  go,  and  if  they  fpcak  not 
according  to  this  word  of  life,  there  is  no  light  in 
themj  we  are  under  the  law  of  faith  to  Chrift,  and 
God  minifters  the  Spirit  by  the  hearing  of  faith, 
f  heir  Jaft  refuge  is,   that  the  law  in  the  hand  of 
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Chrift  is  the  believer's  rule  of  life ;  but  tell  them 
that  the  mora]  law  is  not  the  Saviour's  fceptre,  that 
it*  is  not  the  rod  of  his  flrengtb  that  came  out  of  Zm, 
that  came  from  Sinai.  Nor  is  the  law  the  ftrength 
of  grace,  but  the  ftrcngth  of  fin  j  for  the  Jirengtb  <f 
fin  is  the  law.  The  rod  of  the  Lord's  ftrcngth  is  his 
go^ely  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto /alvaf ion  to  every 
cne  that  believetb  i  with  this  he  fmites  the  earth,  and 
with  the  breath  of  his  lips  he  flays  the  wicked— by 
making  his  fervants,  who  are  minifters  of  the  Spirit, 
a  favour  of  life  unto  life  to  them  that  believe,  and  t 
favour  of  death  unto  death  to  them  that  Believe  not. 
This  is  the  rod  of  Chrift's  ftrcngth  which  is  come  out 
of  Zion,  and  by  which  he  rules  in  the  midft  of  Je- 
nifalem.  Mind  what  I  fay,  and  God  give  tljee  uq« 
derftanding  in  all  things;  and  walk  in  the  Sjxrit, 
and  ye  fliall  not  fiilBl  the  lufts  of  the  flelh.  The 
Ijord  be  with  thy  fpirit.    Amen. 


W.  H.  S-  S. 


tlTTSK 
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LETTER   LXV. 


o:^  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


KEVEREND  AND  HONOURED  FATHERj 

The  concern,  the  tendernefs,  the  ficnpathyj  and 
the  compaflion,  which  you  (hewed  me  when  I  was 
£nking  under  the  terrors  of  the  Lord ;  when  there 
Wias  none,  though  I  had  looked  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  that  knew  nie,  nor  fcemed  to  care 
for  my  foul ;  the  light  I  received,  and  the  power  I 
felt  from  your  niiniftry ;  the  many  wreftlings  with 
God  in  prayer  with  me  and  for  me ;  the  many  kind 
}nftru£tions  you  communicated  in  private^  and  which 
jthe  good  Lord  was  pleafed  to  blefi,  have  for  ever 
united  my  foul  to  you. .  I  know  God  is  in  you,  and 
mth  you  $  I  have  felt  his  power  and  fweet  influence 
^om  yoiis  and  all  the  attacks  of  op^sn  enemies  have 
never  ihakep  me  in  this  confidence,  nor  do  all  the 
jnfinuations  of  pretended  friends  now  ihove  mc :  I 
)cnow  that  Satan  works  by  them,  for  his  fuggeftions 
are  the  fame  as  their  insinuations;  but  he  can  6nd 
no  place  s  no,  my  faith  Hands  in  the  power  I  have 
feltj  and  Go4  ba^h  given  me  light  fo  fee  both  him 
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and  them.  Nor  can  I  fee,  in  the  light  of  God'* 
word,  wherein  you  have  afted  wrong  in  any 
thing. 

The  contents  of  this  letter  arc  as  clear  as  they  arc 
true,  I  know  that  where  thefe  joints  and  bands  are 
wanting,  that,  fooncr  or  latter,  fuch  members  will 
cither  drop  off*,  or  be  cut  offi  Such  communica- 
tions as  thefe  are  profitable  to  my  foul,  and  I  thank 
you  (under  God)  for  what  I  have  received,  and  I 
(till  hope  for  more.  I  know  to  whom  God  lent  mc 
at  firft  to  be  taught  and  fed,  and  by  that  crib  I 
inean^  by  his  help,  to  abide  i  I  know  as  well  as 
Elihu,  and  I  have  feen  it  in  the  fame  light  as  he  did| 
diat.ao  interpreter  is  a  rare  thing.;  one  among  a 
thoufand  Job  found  that  ihewed  bim .  God's  up 
rightoefs  in  chaltcning  of  him»  and  told  him  that  be 
ihoiikl  be  delivered  fTt>m  going  down,  to  the  pit^  for 
Qod  had  found  a  ranfom.     . 

I  can  fee,  now^  wherefore  the  Lord  kept  me 
above  a  yt^  under  a  for e  ipirit  of  de^ndcncy,  and 
lent  me.  from  place  to  place  oyer  a  deal  of  England 
ftnd  Wales;'  tea;  and  every  where  I .  went  I  icarched 
for  gofpel  fincachers,  and  looked  to  their  pulpits  for 
a  little  light  and  fbme  hope  $  but  in  vain.  Some 
preached  the  law,  and  holinefe  in  the  flefh,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  chat  I  defpaired  of  ever  being  favcd  j  my 
very  flclh  moved  on  my  bones  at  the  hearing  of  it, 
and  I  curfcd  the  day  wherein  I  was  bom.  Others 
preached  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  with  fuch  a 
carnal  glee,  attempting  <»  move  the  affedtknis,  and 
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^ith  fuch  bold  and  prefumptive  exprcffions,  tending 
to  raifc  carnal  confidence,  that  my  foul  was  difguftcd 
at  the  hearing  of  it  5  for  I  knew  that  I  had  been 
there  long  enough  myfelf,  and  that  it  was  from  them 
I  had  fallen.  All  that  they  could  advance  was  no- 
thing but  the  ruins  of  a  hypocrite's  houle,  upon  which 
he  had  leaned,  but  it  would  not  bear  him  up.  Some 
appeared  to  me  to  preach  the  word  very  clearly,  and 
feemed  to  enjoy  what  they  preached ;  but  they  did 
not  come  near  my  cafe,  nor  could  they  (hew  that 
any  in  my  circumftances,  and  with  my  feelings,  were 
everfavcd;  and  therefore  I  concluded,  at  rimes, 
that  I  was  caft  away  for  ever,  and  expefted  every 
day  my  body  would  drop  into  the  grave,  and  my 
foul  into  hell.  But  when  I  had  read  Harfs  Preface, 
and  your  Kingdom  of  Heaven  taken  by  'Prayer^  which 
books  I  had  never  read  before,  I  found  a  gleam  of 
hope  now  and  then  rifing  within  me ;  this  led  me  to 
fearch  for  more  of  your  books,  and  the  books  led  me 
to  you. 

If  I  am  not  miftaken  in  my  conjeftures,  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  party  that  now  rife  up  had  before  this 
conceived  a  prejudice  cither  againft  you  or  your  mi- 
niftry,  if  not  againft  both;  and  the  devil  was  per- 
mitted to  fend  this  preacher  only  to  bring  forward  the 
birth ;  for  I  believe  it  works  fome  time  in  them  be- 
fore we  fee  ic  brought  forth.  But  v/hen  luft'to  envy 
is  conceived,  it  will  bring  forth  fin ;  and  when  this  is 
finifhed,  it  bringeth  forth  death — death  on  all  their 
comforts  for  a  while^  if  not  on  their  fouls  for  even 

I  believe 


(    3SO    ) 

I  believe  the  Lord  ihewed  me  focnetfaing  of  \3m 
afiair>  as  foon  as  you  communicated  *  *  to  me :  I 
law  that  many  would  now  be  difcovered^  and  fome 
purged  from  you — there  mult  be  herefies>  that  thofe 
who  are  approved  may  be  made  manifeft — that  you 
would  have  fome  forrow  and  grief  for  a  whilcj^  but 
.  that  you  would  come  forth  clothed  with  double 
power  i  and  that  new  work  would  go  forward^  and 
many  frefli  volunteers  come  to  the  ftandard^  is  what 
I  really  believed.  And  now  I  find  that  fome  have  a 
Kttle  joy,  expe£ting  the  church  will  be  rent  to  pieces; 
but  we  know  that  the  joy  of  the  hyppcritc  is  but  for 
a  moment,  and  whilft  it  lafts  it  can  hardly  counter* 
balance  the  accufatipns  within.  Some  weak  ones 
fcem  to  be  ftaggered,  but  they  will  fee  ere  long  where 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  will  reft. 


Your's  moft  aficfdonately. 


J.J. 


UTT2R 
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LETTER  LXVI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J 


DZAR  SIR> 

This  being  a  cloudy  and  dark  morning,  and  find- 
ing myfelf  inclined  not  to  go  abroad  till  the  time  of 
labour  comes  on,  I  thought  I  would  employ  myfelf 
£3r  an  hour,  in  letting  you  know  that  I  dill  gain  hj 
trading.  The  dealings  of  God  with  my  foul,  under 
this  lad  iurden  of  the  word  of  the  Lordy  has  been  ra- 
ther unufual  to  mc.  When  the  ungodly  triumphed 
I  went  heavily,  as  one  that  ate  the  bread  of  mourners^ 
and  grieved  for  the  honour  of  my  Lord  and  my 
God ;  and  this  he  let  me  feel  feverely,  till  at  length 
he  deigned  to  mingle  his  pity  widi  my  concern  for 
bis  honour,  which  made  my  bowels  yearn  over  him, 
and  I  felt  the  founding  of  his  bowels  towards  me  i 
this  diflblved  me,  and  encouraged  freedom  and  fer- 
vour in  prayer,  which  I  then  gave  myfelf  wholly  up 
to;  and,  as  this  familiarity  went  on,  grief  of  courfe 
went  off!  In  about  a  fortnight  the  whole  burden 
was  cad  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  fuftained  me.  From 
that  day  I  was  equipt  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the 

inner 
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inner  noan^  and  clad  with  zeal  as  with  a  cloak ;  he 
furnilhcd  mc  with  text  upon  text,  truth  upon  truth, 
and  argument  upon  argument;  he  mingled  his  jea- 
loufy  with  my  caufe,  his  rcfentment  with  my  zeal, 
and  his  difpleafure  in  my  quarrel ;  he  fent  his  re- 
bukes  and  reproofs  with  power  to  their  confciences; 
and  when  they  Ipurned  at  his  truth,  he  made  the  &U 
of  their  countenance  proclaim  the  rife  of  their  rebel- 
lion. Now,  of  late,  in  private  I  have  been  indulged 
with  much  meeknefs,  contrition,  godly  forrow,  and 
mourning,  over  his  unparalleled  goodnefs  to  the 
mod  unworthy  of  all  his  creatures ;  and  this  with 
feith  in  her  fuUcft  excrcife,  and  hope  in  her  grcatcfl: 
expe(5tations. 

How  ftrange  are  the  goings  of  God  upon  the  foul, 
and  how  different  and  wonderful  the  fenfations  under 
the  operations  of  the  various  perfedlions  of  his  na- 
ture !  When  he  humbles  himfelf  to  behold  the 
things  done  on  earth,  and  vifits  the  foul  with  his 
prefence,  what  compunction  and  humility  of  heart 
is  felt!  When  love  operates,  all  is  heaven,  joy, 
peace,  and  comfort. 

When  mercy  moves  on  us,  meeknefs,  godly  for- 
row, repentance,  and  fclf-abafement,  follow. 

If  power  be  put  forth,  how  bold,  ftrong,  un- 
daunted, courageous ;  how  valiant  for  the  truth, 
how  fearlefs  of  men,  and  how  refolute  and  deter- 
mined, is  the  mind  !  My  Jirengtb  is  made  perfeS  in 
weaknefs. 

If  juftice  imprels  the  foul,  fearfulnefs  and  trem- 
bling 
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bling  have  taken  hold  upon  me^  and  I  am  afraid  of 
thy  judgments.     O !  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dovCj  I 
^ould  haften  my  efcapc  from  this  ftormy  wind  and 
temped ! 

If  the  life  of  God  b  manifefted,  how  lively^  ao 
.  tive,  diligent^  cheerful^  eariieftj  fervent,  and  de-^ 
vouc  J  up  in  the  morning  to  prayer,  then  to  budneis, 
away  to  the  means,  longing  for  every  appointed  op- 
portunity, all  the  wheels  are  in  motion,  and  the  (p^.nC 
of  the  living-creature  is  in  the  wheels :  this  makes 
the  church  the  cbariof  ofAminidab  (the  chariot  of  my 
willing  people).  The  living,  the  living,  he  ihall 
praife  thee  as  I  do  this  day ;  the  fathers  to  the  chil^ 
dren  (hall  make  known  thy  truth. 
r  But  when  the  ineffable  beams  of  eternal  light 
break  forth,  when  the  light  of  his  countenance  ia 
lifted  up,  when  he  (hines ,  into  the  heart  to  give  ua 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  then  we  are  children  of 
light  indeed,  this  is  the  brightnefs  of  Z  ion's  rifmg; 
in  thy  light  we  fhall  fee  light,  wonders  appear  in  Ua 
law,  wonders  appear  in  his  go(pel,  fweetnefs  in  his 
face,  vanity  in  the  world,  and,  wifdom  in  all  the 
works  of  Creadon  j  his  glory  covers  the  hq^vens^  and 
the  earth  is  full  of  his  praife* 

When  holincfs  difcovers  itfelf  to  a  finner,  th^n 
woe  is  me,  lam  undone  i  all  my  comelinejs  is  fumed  into 
corruption,  and  I  retain  no  Jlrength :.  I  have  heard  of 
thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye 

Vol,  II.  A  a  fcctb 
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^  can  you  believe  it,  that  no  more  ^tlian  two"perfon5 
deferted  that  were  not  prejudged  ?  When  I  firft 
came  to  London,  if  1  got  hold  of  an  old  profeffor, 
who  had' long  been  admitted  to  other  fbcieties,  and 
whd  appeared  circum(pe6t,  and  who  was  well  re- 
commendedj  it  was  enough  for  me.  I,  dirough 
mock  modefly,  thought  it  prefumprion  in  me  (jwho 
was  fo  much  younger  in  Chrift)  to  inquire  diligcndy 
into  their  converGon,  when  fuch  great  men  had  re- 
ceivcd  them ;  but,  alas !  I  found  fome  of  thefe  to  be 
the  vileft  hypocrites  chat  ev^r  my  eyes  beheld.  And 
I  am  effeAually  cured  of  this  difeafe;  no  man's  light 
or  judgment  will  now  do  for  me.  However,  I  am 
made  manifeft  in  the  confcience  of  them  all,  nor  (hail 
they  ever  get  out  of  the  reach  of  my  teftimony  r  if 
they  arc  faved,  they  will  acknowledge  me  to  the  end; 
and,  if  they  are  damned,  I  (hall  in  my  teftimony  exift 
in  their  confcience,  as  a  wimefs  againft  them  to  all 
eternity,  as  fure  as  Mofes  accufes  them  that  truft  in 
him  and  rejeft  his  teftimorty  of  Chrift.  I  blefs  my 
God  that  he  hath  purged  the!  floor ;  never  was  a  text 
of  holy  writ  more  confpicuoufly  fulfilled  than  this — 
/  will  make  thee  a  new  Jharp  tbreflnng-  irfjlrument  having 
teeth ;  tboujhdlf  threjh  the  mountains^  and  make  the  bills 
as  chaff  i  thou  Jbalt  fan  them,  and  the  wind  jhall  carry 
them  away,  and  the  whirlwind  fljall  fcatter  themy  and 
thou  Jbalt  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  andjhatt  glory  in  the  Hotf 
OneoflJraeL  Ifa.  xli.  15,  16.  As  Ithrefhed  and  beat 
the  mountains  that  oppofed  our  Zerubbabel,  and  the 

*  «  t 

'hilw  in  their  towering  profcflion,  you  would  have 

flood 
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ftood  aftonifhcd  to  fee  how  thofe  were  fcattered  and 
blowed  to  and  fro  with  this  wind  of  doftrine.  I  ufed 
the  flail,  and  nny  Mafter  uled  the  &n ;  and  the  devil, 
by  divine  permiflion,  raifed  the  wind ;  till  you  would 
have  thought  that  the  houfe  had  been  frnitten  ^t  all 
the  four  corners.  But  they  are  feparated>  blefled  be , 
God,  from  us;  and  ,God  hath  barred  and  bolted 
them  out  of  my  heart,  and  confirmed  me  that  my 
former  private  judgment,  of  thofe  I  allude  to,  was 
the  judgment  of  truth :  and  this  word  abode  long 
with  rac— tfj  the  Lord  livetb,  before  vihom  I  fiandy 
there  fi)aU  he  neitlier  dew  nor  raiuy  but  according  to  my 
word.  And  this  confirmed  it,  Thefc  have  power 
to  (hut  heaven,  that  it  rain  not  ih  the  days  of  their 
prophecy;  and  have  power  Qver  waters  to  turn  thcni 
to  blood,  and  to  fmite  the  earth  with  all  plagues,  as 
often  as  they  will.  Rey.  xi.  6,  I  have  fome  unders- 
tanding in  this*  myftery,  and  have  feen  it  fulfilled  in 
part ;  fome  have  no  dew,  and  others  are  unmaflced 
and  appear  in  their  fin  and  in  their  blood,  whil$ 
others  are  utterly  unclean,  with  the  plague  in  their 
bead. 


God  for  ever  blefs  thee. 


W,H.  S.S. 


A  a  3  LETTER 
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LfetTfiR  LXVIh 


to  the  R«S7.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


•  Trb  two  U&.  ^^mts,  df  dife  bieft  of  all  fncnist 
)iave  fafely  arrived^  and  realty  they  were  welcome  i 
tnd  I  pray  that  fuch  aft  they  may  often  find  dieif 
Way  to  thy  litde  hut>  for  they  never  come  emptf  i 
lind  I  do  not  know  what  to  compare  them  to>  uo* 
lets  they  are  like  the  feet  of  thofe  that  bring  good 
tidingSi  When  I  read  them  there  is  a  fwect  favour 
th  diettH  ^nd  I  tmft  it  is  of  life  to  life.  I  know 
they  are  enditcd  under  the'  influence  of  the  living 
Spirit)  ind  I  find  life  ahd  poVer  in  them  i  they  al- 
ways bring  me  to  a  frame  that  I  much  liko—of 
tnelting>  moUrning)  humbling^  weeping,  hoping^ 
Und  eiLpt^ing^  and  work  gratitude  in  my  heart  to 
God,  and  many  fecret  thanks  to  the  inftrument  of 
ftll  this  under  him  $  they  are  the  only  means  that 
have  bttn  of  any  ufe  to  me,  nor  can  I  expe6b  any 
help>  comfort,  fupport,  or  refreihment,  from  any 
other  quarter.  The  fweet  and  comfortable  frame^ 
which  I  mentioned  to  you  lately,  continued  with  mi 
fer  a  weeki  or  morei   but  now  I  have  loft  it,  it 

went 
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X9tnt  off  graduallyj  and  I  am  left  agam  barren  ahd ) 
dry.    I  wifhed  much  to  keep  it  while  I  had  it>  for 
I  was  comfortable  day  and  night  s  my  fleep  was  fo 
unufualiy  refrefliing;   and  when  I  awoke>  as  I  did 
then  ofcenj  the  iirft  tbiag  I  thought  on  was  i\kt , 
Lord  I  my  thoughts  went  after  hin^  nor  were  diere  r 
fuch  bars  and  hindranqes  in  ihe  way  as  there  ufcdt^- 
be.   0,  how  I  haire  longpd  for  it  again  1  I  thougbtf 
and  chink  ftiU#  that  if  I  could  Uve:ia  fuch  a  fiame» 
that  nothing  could  hurt  (ne  in  Kfe  or  death*.    But  . 
it  is  not  fo  now  with  me ;  and  yet  I  tm  not  left  fii 
miferablein  my  mind:  I  $nd  fomecbing  of  the  fweet« 
nefi  of  it  or\  my  fpirit  now  and  theai  nor  is  it  fo  ^ 
bard  to  preach  as  it  was  s  it  appeans  as  if  I  bad 
(hifted  my  ground  a  lictfe,.  but  I  look  and  long  for 
more  yet  to  come*    At  times  I  ^  very  reftlefi, 
^dfappoinced  in  my  expeftations,  doubting  whether 
it  was  of  Godi   >nd  then  again  full, of  hope  an4 
c3|>edation,  waiting*   ]ooking>  and.  confeffiqg  mf 
vilenefs  and  un wor thinefs  of  any  favour  iw  fWfcjr 
from  his  bands.    1  have  fouod  and  fek  that  the  4e^ 
icription  you  have  given  of  the  way^  from  time  to 
dme,  are  all  true  and  exa&f  but  I  have  been  flow 
of  heart  to  believe,  and  ^ill  ate.    Von  iay«  "  that 
every  hindrance  in  the  waf  will  be  attoided  witb 
jealoufy,  love-fickne(s»  &c."  and  ib  I  find  it  ^  an4 
can  underftand  a  little  of  the  fifth  diapter  of  the 
Song  of  Solooion  s   and  I  had  a  comfortable  feaibn 
Jately  in  preaching  from  this  pzBsi^-^  J  charge  you^ 

A  a  4  O  daugbieri 
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0  ddughters  ofjerufalem^  if  ye  jmdnty  hehved^  to  tdl 
Urn  that  I  amfitk  of  love. 

You  may  be  fufe  of  it  that  I  Ihall  have  no  fuch 
ehgagemcncs  as  the  laft^  when  I .  come  to  (ee  you 
again ;  I  had  enough  of  it  then.  I  had  a  great  de« 
fire  to  fee  my  old  frifcnd,  as  I-  elleemed  him  once 
iwry  highly  i  I  lookfcd  upon  him  to  be  the  firft  that 

1  knew,  and  held  him  the  lafl:  in  my  afie6tions.  I 
went  to  hear  him  that  night ;  and  (b  far  from  what 
they  call  being  prejudiced,  that  I  had  the  greateft 
define  tp  find  him  in  the  truth ;  but,  alas,  alas !  I 
had  a  deal  of  pro  and  con  in  my  rotnd  whilft  I  iac 
and  heard,  between  my  judgment,  and  natural  af> 
it Aions.  In  my  judgment  I  faW  where  he  was ;  but 
yet  I  wifhed  to  fet  him  down;  I  was  forry  and 
grieved,  I  repined,  and  the  devil  fet  in,  and  told 
me  to  beware  of  prefumption,  and  not  think  of  my- 
ielf  highly,  and  defpife  others  s  I  began  to  liften  to 
him,  till  I  Was  confounded  and  bewildered,  and  con-^ 
ceived  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  that  myfelf  and 
others  were  too  narrow.  You  cannot  chink  in  what 
ft  fiamc  I  came  away.     This  is  the  firft  miniller,  as 

I  thought,  in  the  P ,  and  there  are  fome  (cores 

in  connection  \  'but  what  muft  they  all  be  ?  Such  pro* 
leflion  and  fuch  zeal  I  never  faw  in  any  country,  nor 
never  read  of|  and  after  all  what  is  it  >  But  it  turns 

» 

on  my  mind  thus :  how  can  the  Almighty  fuflfer  (uch 
a  profefiing  body  of  people  to  be  deluded  ?  and  how 
can  I  believe  that  the  Lord  ihould  choofe  me  out; 

the 
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the  poorcft,  vilcft,  and  mod  ignorant  of  them  all? 
1  have  often  wondered  how  I  came  into  this  part  of 
the  earth  $  I  loved  my  native  country  as  much  as  any 
man  ever  did,  but  a  variety  of  intricate  providences 
tumbled  me  out  of  it,  and  fct  me  down  in  this  place,, 
though  I  drove  hard  not  to  come  here ;  but  I  have 
reafon  to  blefs  God  for  putting  me  down  here,  &r 
enough  from  all  connefbions,  as  I  can  fee  what  en- 
tanglements they  would  be  unto  me«  God  knows 
that  I  know  of  but  few  in  the  miniftry  tlmtl  wiihibr 
any  fcUowlhip,  corrclpondencc,  or  conneSion  withj 
and  I  believe  the  Lord  ibewed  me  this  at  his  firH 
oniet  with  me,  if  I  could  but  have  undei  (tood  hinu 
And  this  one  I  hope  and  pray  the  Lord  to  continue 
long  in  life>  and  favour  n?e  with  a  ponidn  of  the 
Spirit  that  he  has  pleafed  to  put  upon  him.  I  be- 
lieve, before  the  Lord,  diat  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
obtain  a  dou^U  ^portion  of  it.  God  Almighty  ble6 
you  in  foul,  body,  and  in  your  miniftcrial  labours, 
is  the  earned  prayer  of  your  afFcftionate  friend, 

J.J. 


tBTTSlt 
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LETTER  LXVIII. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J 


Long  looked  for  is  come  at  laft,  and  it  is  better 
iatc  than  never.  Every  epiftle  lofcs  more  the 
{linking  favour  of  diftruft  and  unbelief;  and  they 
emit  the  odoriferous  icents  of  the  bed  of  fpices, 
and  the  choice  perfumes  of  a  fweet-fmelltng  favour 
of  Chrift.  Love  and  wrath,  peace  and  torment» 
guilt  and  pardoning  mercy,  have  for  fome  dme 
gone  up  and  down,  and  Ibmetimes  Hood  at  a  poife. 
In  the  balance  of  the  /anftuary  God  weigheth  thd 
Ipirits,  and  by  him  actions  are  weighed  alfo  s  and 
in  both  thefe  maaers  we  are  found  wanting :  but  as 
faith  increafes  and  Chrift  approaches,  the  oppofice 
fcale,  in  which  we  were  lighter  than  vanity,  mounts 
and  kicks  the  beam ;  union  with  him  and  the  pof- 
fefTion  of  him  blots  Ukel  from  the  wall,  and  we 
ate  no  more  found  wanting  y  being  complete  in  him, 
and  having  the  righceoufnefs  of  the  law  fulfilled  in 
us.  Love  and  wrath  ftruggled  hard  upon  the  crofi, 
-till  mercy  and  truth  met  together ;  and  they  will 
conteft  in  the  coming  finner's  foul,  till  righteoufnefs 
90A  peace  kifs  each  other :  here  the  benign  parent 

meets 


/ 

y 
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MC^t^^lilK  felMefpairing,  rebellious  ion,  ^t  the  &• 
trificc  of  the  fatted  calf,  and  in  the  robe  of  the  elder 
brother  embraces  him  with  the  ki(s  of  paternal  love  i 
the  efFeft  of  whicl)  is  peace,  and  a  hearty  welcome 
both  to  grace  and  glory.  The  efFeft  of  thy  laft 
vtfion  will  laft  for  eVer>  the  Spirit  will  witnefs  it  i  it 
hath  laid  a  foundation  in  thy  foul  for  a  believing  plea* 
find  for  a  claim  of  faith  upon  GDd>  as  thy  Father* 
and  thy  God  in  covenant;  and  which  plea  and  claim 
thou  wUt  make  in  the  moft  perilous  hour  that  may 
ever  befall  thee  in  this  world.  The  Spirit,  at  tht 
time  of  that  vi(itation»  honoured  Chrift,  and  lent 
forth  thy  faith^  thy  atfedion*  and  praife>  ^  to  him : 
and  Chrift,  in  the  worft  hour*  will  honour  the  Spirit 
both  in  his  operations  and  in  his  teftimony*  My 
foul  is  joyful,  my  hope  of  thee  is  (ledfaft,  my  mouth 
is  opened  unto  thee  i  thiou  never  waft  ftraicened  in 
me,  but  only  in  thine  own  bowels.  Many  that 
vatch  for  iniquity  are  waiting,  not  only  for  thy  halt-^ 
ing,  but  for  an  untimely  birth,  expeding  that  thoa 
wile  labour  and  bring  forth  wind,  and  appear  at  laft 
m  infant  that  never  fie^  light  5  they  fay  to  God,  in 
their  hearts,  Z^/  bkn  haften  bis  work,  that  we  may 
Jee  it ;  they  ajk  him  of  things  to  <ome  <on€erning  his  Jons  z 
what  eommand  ye  me?  They  fay  that  my  fon  has 
been  fo  long  in  the  dark  that  his  labour  will  come  to 
nothing,  and  W,  H*  S.  S.  will  be  deceived  in  him* 
But  thefe  know  not  the  thoughts  of  the  Lofd,  nor 
"do  they  underftand  his  counfels ;  thefe  have  been  too 
iguick  in  their  own  labour;  like  Ifhmael  they  are 

come 
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come  forth  before  the  promifej  atid  before  the  ap* 
pointed  tirne^  and  therefore  are  fometimes  found  and 
proved  to  be  bafl:ards>  and  not  fons.  I  dill  hold 
fail  mine  integrity^  nor  doth  my  heart  reproach  me 
for  it,  that  my  boafting  of  this  Timothy  will  be 
found  a  truth.  And  then  the  enemies  and  mockers 
of  the  heir  of  promife  will  find  their  expectations 
cut  oflT,  and  their  joys  wither,  and  they  will  hate  both 
the  free  woman,  the  legiiimate  offspring,  and  the 
ibvereignty  of  the  fires  hut  woe  to  bim  tbat/Mtb  to 
bis  fat  her  i  What  begetteji  thou?  or  to  tbe  woman^ 
What  hajl  thou  brought  forth  ?  Thcfe  are  the  elder 
ions,  who  never  tranfgrtfs  the  commandment,  and 
covet  the  kid  as  a  reward  for  eye-fervicc,  and  de- 
ipife  both  the  Prodigal  and  the  Father,  for  his  re- 
iterating and  faving  a  predeftinated  fon  by  grace. 
Stand  fad  in  the  Lord,  my  dearly  beloved,  and  be 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  him  i  ftick  to  him 
in  private  prayer,  and  he  (hall  reward  thee  openly, 
and  all  thine  enemies  (hall  fee  it,  and  gnafh  their 
teeth  at  it,  and  melt  away ;  the  define  of  the  wicked 
fliall  perifb.  Thou  haft  been  long  at  work  at  the 
dung  gate,  but  thofe  that  are  far  off  (hall  come  and 
build  in  the  temple  s  rooting  up  and  throwing  down 
will  be  exchanged  for  building  and  planting*  Di- 
vorcing and  killing  to  the  law  is  not  all  the  work, 
there  will  be  a  publifhing  the  banns  of  niarriage,  aa 
efpoufing,  and  prcfcnting  them  as  chafte  virgins  to 
Chriftj  the  marriage- fcalb  and  the  bcft  wines  are 
kept  till  laft :  then  the  friend  of  the  bridegroom  (hall 

rejoice 
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rejoice  to  hear  his  voice^  and  to  fee  the  ijxcreafe  of 
his  houfehold.  The  winter  fhall  foon  pa&  away,  the 
rains  (hall  blow  over  and  be  gone,  the  linging  of 
birds  (hall  then  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  be 

heard  and  undcrftood,  even  at  L •    Great  is  my 

hope  of  you,  great  is  my  boldnefs  toward  you,  great 
is  my  glorying  of  the  good  work  in  you :  I  am  filled 
with  comfort  j  my  foul  weeps  and  bleflcs  him  for 
every  vifit,  or  love- token,  to  you;  I "  have  t  bo  wed 
my  head  and  thanked  him  for  a  ftedfafl  hope  of  thee, 
and  my  pen  never  drags  like  Pharaoh's  wheels  when 
I  write  to  thee  i  and,  in  every  cpiftle,  I  expe6t  that 
the  anfwer  will  be.  Thou  prifoncr,  go  forth  j  thou 
that  fitteft  in  darknefs,  fhew  thyfel^  publifh  through 
the  city  what  great  things  Jcfus  hath  done  for  thee : 
fure  I  am  that  thou  wilt  not  be  fent  out  the  fecond 
time,  by  man,  with  a  falfe  vifion  and  caufes  of  ba- 
niihment ;  not  with  a  lying  divination,  nor  be  left  to 
fpeak  a  vifion  out  of  thine  own  heart,  when  thou 
haft  feen  nothing,  either  of  fin,  fclf,  law,  or  Chrift, 
An  unftuous  knowledge  of  thefe  things  makes  a  work- 
man, a  workman  that  needs  not  to  be  aihamed ;  fuch 
muft  divide  righdy  the  word  of  truth,  and  do  the 
work  of  an  evangelift,  and  make  full  proof  of  his 
miniftry.  God  blefs  thee :  a  wife  fon  maketh  a  glad 
father,  and  he  that  begetceth  a  wife  child  fhall  have 
joy  of  hiuL 

Ever  thine  in  Chrift  Jefus, 


•       ■ 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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XETTER  LXIX. 


To  the  Rev,  Mr,  HUNTINGTON, 


MY  OBAR  sm. 

Nothing  in  the  world  would  give  me  more 
picafure  and  fatisfat^lion  than  your  company  for  a 
few  days,  and  I  had  my  mare  fhod  on  Saturday  for 
diat  purpofe  i  but  the  weather  altering  yefterday  diA 
couraged  me,  and  now  I  am  very  uneafy  all  day 
that  I  did  not  fet  off  this  morning.  '  f  think  the 
weather  is  againft  me«  If  I  determine  on  a  day 
to  go  to  town,  I  am  fure  to  have  bad  weather  to 
go  over  the  fbreft  i  and  if  I  ftay  at  home,  it  cleats 
up.  However,  I  hope  it  will  not  ^  be  long  before 
I  enjoy  that  pleafure.  Next  week  I  cannot,  as  I 
am  under  an  engagement  to  go  to  fome  di{lant 
places. 

I  long  in  my  heart  to  fee  you  -,  I  really  am  a 
myftery  to  myfclf,  though  it  does  not  fccm  that  I 
puzzle  you  much,  for  you  always  fee  where  I  am, 
gnd  know  what  I  am  about,  though  at  a  ^iftanco 
from  me.  Your  lall  letter  but  one,  I  think,  con* 
tains  all  that  can   be  faid  of  me^   and  I  believe 
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you  can  have  nothing  more  to  write  to  me»  nor  do 
I*  believe  that  a  .mortal  can  let  forth  greater  and 
clearer  truths^  and  I  often  wonder  from  what  ^ring 
they  can  flow.  My  foul  earneftly"  covets  them,  and 
I  do  humbly  pray  the  Almighty  to  make  me  a  par- 
taker of  them;  and  I  am  not  altogether  without 
hope>  at  times,  that  I  fhall  yet  prevail  with  his  di-^ 
vine  Majefly  to  grant  them,  Thefe  laft  letters  of 
yours  have  again  revived  my  hope,  ibmehow  una- 
wares to  me  3  though  I  thought,  in  reading  them, 
that  their  contents  were  too  good  to  be  true  of  me: 
yet  they  have,  I  truft,  communicated  fome  light 
and  power  to  my  (but ;  and  this  I  judge  from  fome 
comfortable  feafons  I  have  had  of  late*  At  times 
I  can  fee  a  little  glimmering  light,  juft  at  a  diA* 
tance,  on  my  date,  but  it  will  not  come  near ;  I 
try  to  get  at  it,  but  it  goes  oflT,  yet  at  fuch  dmes 
I  am  fure  to  get  a  little  light  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  when  that  is  the  cafe  I  can  preach  boldly  -,  and 
at  fuch  feafons  I  feem  to  be  as  hap()y,  and  as  much 
iarisfied,  though  up  to  my  knees  at  the  dung-ga^, 
as  you  are  when  you  have  accomplilhed  the  moft 
curious  piece  of  workmanlhip  within  the  walls  of 
the  houfe.  But  now  you  (hall  know  the  whob 
truth.  I  do  not  find  thefe  feafons  humble  me  (b 
much  as  I  could  wifti,  and  lead  me  to  admire  God's 
goodnefs  towards  me ;  inilead  of  that,  I  find  fuch 
foolifli  thoughts  as  thefe  filling  my  head«-wbat  a 
great  ♦  ^  ♦  I  ihall  be  fome  day,  and  what  worfc  I 
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bave  to  do,  &c*  &c. — until  agsun  I  am  ibal-tied  and 
tDngue-tied  in  the  pul{MC  for  four  or  five  tkncs^ 
running,  and  ^thts,  I  think>  is  enough  to  niake 
any  man  road^  and  at  times  it  has  made  mc  near- 
ly fa. 

How  awfully  has  my  heart  rebelled  againft  the 
Almighty,  when  I  have  (een  carnal  profefibrs  fit- 
ting to  judge  m^,   and  to  crincize  my  words.    I 

■ 

ufed  to  be  as  expert  a$  any  of  them  at  do&rincs 
and  phrales,  but  now  I  have  neither  underftand- 
ing  nor  memory  at  command ;  and  that  they  can 
find  any  thing  to  cavil  at  has  made  me  ready  to 
curie  my  day.  But  flill  I  know  that  I  am  never 
wrong  in  the  main.  I  am  fore  that  I  do  not  mif- 
takc  the  ftate  of  the  people.  I  may,  at  times, 
jnifapply  a  fcripture,  for  want  of  fome  more  ap» 
plicable  to  my  purpofe  i  but  then  I  am  not  out  in 
the  material  point.  '  And  however  curious  they 
may  weave  their  fyftems,  I  know  that  they  are 
deftitute  of  the  powers  and  you  know  the  king- 
dom (lands  in  power:  and  when  I  infift  on  this, 
they  cry  out  that  I  flight  and  f^t  afide  the  word 
of  God.  Upon  the  whole,*  what  a  poor  unilable 
creature  you  muft  needs  judge  me  to  be,  and  I 
much  fear,  through  all,  that  I  never  (hall  ex-- 
eel.  I  often  think  too,  that  if  the  Lord  is 
plealed  to  continue  to  lay  my  cafe  on  your  mind, 
and  make  you  pray  for  me,  and  writf  to  me, 
and  yoyr   patience  bold  out  to  bear  wkh   mc, 
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that  I  fhall  yet  come  forth.  I  have  not  the  lead 
inclination  to  look  to  any  other  inftrument  but 
yourfelf,  aind  this  makes  me  to  conclude  that  it  is 
the  means  which  God  hath  appointed. 

May  God  abundandy  reward  and  blefs  you  for 
what  is  paft,  and  I  fhall  live  in  expefbation  of 
more  yet  to  come.  As  for  Moies'  club^  I  have 
enough  of  that  daily ;  but  I  believe  I  muft  have 
more  of  it  bcfere  I  can  be  made  to  forfake  him. 
I  know  in  my  judgment  that  Chrift  is  better^  but 
my  fecret  attachment  indeed  is  to  him.  This  is 
truly  my  error,  but  I  cannot  mend  it. 


^itncfs. 


J.  J- 


Vol.  II.  B  b  uttih 
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LETTER   LXX. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr,  J 


KEV*  AND  DEAR  BROTHER, 

How  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity !  But,  as  it  is  with  the  human^  fb  it  is,  and 
muft  be,  with  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift  i  there 
inuft  be  joints  and  bands,  or  the  members  cannot 
move  in  concert,  cannot  have  the  feme  care  one  <^ 
another,  cannot  weep  with  them  that  weep,  nor 
rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice. 

Thofe  who  never  felt  the  cords  of  their  fins,  nor 
what  it  is  to  be  bound  with  them,  are  not  included 
in  our  Lord's  commifCon,  which  is  to  open  the 
prifon  doors  to  them  that  are  bound ;  for  thb  work 
he  was  appointed,  anointed,  and  fent. 

Thofe  who  never  were  in  bondage  to  the  fear  of 
death  and  wrath,  are  excluded  filfo ;  for  he  came  to 
deliver  them,  who,  through  the  fear  of  death,  were 
all  their  lifetime  fubjed  to  bondage  $  nor  is  it  pof* 
fible  that  fuch  fliould  be  the  genuine  offspring  of 
God,  for  be  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  Jahatimy 

mi 


end  tmto  God  the  Lordbchngs  the  ijfuesjfrom  ^Botb ;  ani 
hotb  the  offspring  and  the  ijjue  hang^  as  vejfels  Qfmerey^ 
ah  the  nail  f aft ened  in  a  Jure  place. 

Where  no  pardon  has  been  fealedi  no  faving* 
knowledge  of  falvation  can  be  found.  Such  muft 
ht  ftrangcrs  to  the  covenant  that  God  makes  with 
his  ipeoplc,  which  is,  to  be  merciful  ,to  their  un- 
righteoufliefsj  and  their  fins  and  iniquities  he  will 
remember  no  more.  Where  this  experience  is  not 
fotindj  their  faith  is  vain ;  fuch  are  yet  in  their  fin, 
^d  ftratngers  to  peace,  Whfch  is  the  blei^d  eSeft  of 
pardbn — thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee,  go  in  peace.  Such 
never  had  peace,  and  of  courfe  never  cotdd  bold  thf 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  it. 

Where  fear  and  torment  never  were  felt,  there 
perfeft  love  never  entered  i  and  wl\ere  love  watf 
never  fhed  abroad  in  the  heart,  there  never  was  any 
laving  knowfcdge  of  God,  nor  any  Ipiritual  birth, 
in  order  to  an  admilfion  into  the  kingdom ;  for  it  is 
only  he  that  loveth  that  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God ;  for  he  that  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for 
God  is  love ;  fuch  n_ever  could  put  on  charity ,  thf 
lorld  of  all  perfection.  Once  more,  that  faith  which 
never  purified  the  heart,  which  never  apprehended 
an  imputed  ri^ceoufneis,  and  which  never  put  that 
robe  on,  which  never  led  the  finner  to  Chrift  to  call 
his  cares  and  burdens  there,  and  by  faith  to  enter 
into  his  fell  %  that  faith  never  gave  Chrift  an  ex- 
Iftence  in  the  heart,  nor  the  finner  an  cxiftencc  ia 

B  b  a  Chrift, 
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Chrift.  BeUcm^  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  am  in  ym^ 
and  you  in  me.  And  where  dus  union  never  took 
place,  communion  with  him  was  never  enjoyed,  and 
of  qourfe  fuch  fouls  n-^ver  could  meet  together  in  the 
unity  of  faith  I  that  is».  they  never  did  meet  together 
in  the  covenant  head,  in  the  unity  of  the  faith  ot 
God*s  elcft :  and  fuch  fouls  are  deftitute  of  every 
joint  peculiar  to  the  body  of  Chnft,  and  of  every 
band  that  holds  that  body  together ;  and  to  purge 
out  fuch,  is  denying  all  concord  between  Chrill  and 
Beliah  it  is  feparating  the  children  of  light  froai 
thofe  of  darknefs,  believers  from  inBdek,  faints  from 
finners,  the  vile  from  the  precious  the  chaff  from 
.  the  wheat— A/y  hand  finds  this  to  do^  and  we  intend 
to  do  it  with  all  our  might  j  for  there  is  no  wort  or 
device  in  the  grave,  whither  all  are  hqfte^iing.  I  ex* 
pedt  Janncs  and  Jambres,  Korah  and  Dathan,  to 
wichftand  me  in  this  bufinefs }  but  I  know  he  is 
curfcd  of  God  that  doth  his  work  deceitfully,  and  I 
know  I  am  well  armed,  and  well  equipped,  by  the 
great  Captain  who  Hands  by  roe  in  the  field.  You 
fee  I  am  in  all  things,  and  by  all  means  inftruded  i 
.every  anonymous  letter  that  comes,  and  every  oh- 
fcrvation  that  I  make  abroad,  are  brought  forth  to 
me  in  my  ftudy,  while  every  thing  is  opened  up, 
expounded,  and  explained  to  me  by  the  Lord, 
whllft  I  fit  at  his  foot  and  receive  of  his  word :  and 
he  fwcetly  leads  me  to  judge  all  things  y  but  tells  mc 
in  his  word,  thatj  in  thcfe  fecret  matters  wluch  he 
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fliews  to  mc,  /  can  be  judged  of  none.    What  the 
good  Lord  (hews  tne  I  (hall  cotnmwnicatc  to  you,- 
as  you  have  long  known  my  manner  of  life,  doctrine, 
purpofe,  faidi,  &c. 

I  am  determined  to  have  no  fcllow(hip  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darknefs.  For  fure  I  am  that 
fuch  preachers  are  in  the  condemnation  of  the  devil; 
they  arc  lifted  up  with  pride  whc"h  they  intrude 
theaifelves  into  the  facred  ofRce,  and  in  the  gall  of 
bttternefs  while  they  execute  it.  If  Eli  breaks  his 
neck,  the  pricfts  fajl  by  the  fword,  and  their  widows 
make  no  lamentation  for  their  lofs;  if  the  ark  goes 
into  captivity,  and  the  glory  of  God  into  ,tbe  ene- 
my's hand  ;  if  Ichabod  comes  upon  Shiloh,  and  the 
houfc  of  Eli  is  never  to  be  purged  by  facrifice  nor 
offering  (or  ever,  for  the  vilencfs  of  Hophni  and 
Phinehas  under  that  difpenfation  ^  what  muft  the 
end  of  them  be,  who  carry  on  the  works  of  Belial 
under  the  light  and  heat  of  life  and  immortality 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel  ?  I  know  what  flelh 
and  blood  is,  and  the  different  luftings  and  cbnnnual 
war  between  (le(h  and  fptriL  But  to  hold  the 
bonds  pf  iniquity  in  a  feared  confcience,  and  imdci^ 
unpardoned  guilt  to  appear  with  a  brazen  brow  as 
Gods  ambaffador,  and  to  enforce  daring  and  dani'* 
nable  prefumption  under  the  name  of  the  alTurance 
of  faith;  thefe  arc  as  evident  tokens  of  perdtrion  as 
ever  was  found  upon  the  archrleader  of.  the  rebel 
angels  -,  but  I  h^ve  done*    I  pity  my  dear  Jjord.am^ 
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Mailer^  and  I  knove  he  pities  me,  and  I  truly  ted 
for  his  poor  flocks  /Idieui  thine  in  the  bcft  of 
boodsf 

Pray  for  mCi 

W,  H.  S.  S, 


I 


LETTER   LXXI. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


fcfy  D^AR  FRIEND> 

VouR  kft  kind  favour  has  been  fafeljr  received^ 
and  thankfully  too.  I  believe  that  none  of  them  has 
ever  come  without  bringing  me  fomethin^  that  I 
am  the  better  for  receiving ;  and  if  I  do  not  find  it 
at  the  firft  reading,  I  am  fure  to  meet  with  it  at  die 
feeond,  or  the  third  j  they  never  get  dry  by  lyii« 
in  my  houfe^  I  remember  it  was  faid  of  ooc, 
that  his  letters  were  weighty  and  powerful;  J^ 
and  I  can  fay  that  his  fpeech  and  his  bodily  prefence 
are  accepuhle  to  me,  and  I  wilh  I  could  both  fee 
and  hear,  him  oftener.  Nothing  in  this  world,  I  ain 
l^edliadedi  can  ever  x^ake  me  forget  you;  I  fed 
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fuch  heartfelt  frleridflrfp  with  you  as  I  never  did 
with  any  other  Rving  pcpfoii.  1  do  not  know  whe- 
ther I  may  caU  it  by  any  ocber  name  tAidsti  fiiendjhip  i 
I  know  k  'is  thaft,  and  more  than  that^  but  I  lliould 
irejoice  for  ever  if  it  Ihould  prove  at  laft  to  be 
fpiritual  union.  I  have  often  wondered  why  f  fhould 
be  laid  fo  much  upon  yotrr  heart,  when  I  know  that 
I  am  lb  unworthy  of  it.  I  hope,  at  times,  that  the 
Lord  puts  me  there,  and  am  thankful  to  him,  and 
that  he  puts  it  in  your  heart  to  care  for  me ;  for  this 
gendcnefs  of  yours,  I  can  ttli  you^  has  often  been 
very  fweet  to  me,  when  I  could  find  no  fuch  treat- 
ment from  any  other  quarter*  At  other  times  I  have 
attributed  the  whole  of  it  to  your  natural  tcnderncft, 
and  at  fbme  feafons  I  have  trembled  for  you  as  well 
as  for  myfelfi  and  have  been  forry  in  my  heart 
that  you  (hould  have  expofed  your  judgment  to  the 
rage  and  contempt  of  all  the  fools  that  would  fee 
my  dcftrutftion  at  laft.  I  never  have  been  angry 
with  you  in  my  life,  but  for  one  thing  i  and  that  is, 
that  you  have  expofed  me  fo  much  ;  that  you  did  not 
conceal  rae,  pray  for  me,  and  write  privately  to  me,, 
and  fay  nothing  more  about  me,  but  let  me  be  hid 
until  the  indignation  be  overpaft, 

I  am,  at  prefcnt,  juft  where  you  mention  in  your 
letter  j  in  the  balance,  between  hope  and  defpair : 
fometimcs  hope  turns  it,  then  I  wait  and  exped^ 
but  that  which  is  hoped  for  not  coming,  doubts  arife, 
fear,  and  unbelief;  then  to  fretung  and  murmuring  I 
;&1]»  and  darknefs  and  bondage  gather  faft,  and  de- 
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ipondency  dien  weighs  me  down^  and  I  give  up  aM 
for  loft.  If  I  could  but  fee  that  the  Lord,  by  theie 
things,  is  teaching  me  things  proficable  for  me  to 
know,  1  (hould  be  more  patient  and  more  relied ; 
fometimes  I  can  fee  a  glimmering  light,  but  it  fooa 
goes  off. 

I  fee  you  can  well  defcribe  the  preparations  for  the 
pulpit,  and  the  operations  in  it,  and  it  is  fome  com* 
fort  to  me  that  you  have  known  and  felt  them  as  you 
have  defcribed.  Indeed  I  know  that  the  fecand  fer« 
mon  is  a  preparation  for  the  third »  and  though  I  am 
loth  to  go  at  it  the  third  time,  and  wi(h  not  to  med- 
die  with  it  any  more,  yet  I  can  foon  feel,  when  I 
begin,  that  I  have  been  taught  fomething  by  my  laft 
difappointment.  But,  above  all,  I  think,  the  mock« 
ing  of  the  Philiftines  is  the  worft ;  I  can  fee  it  in 
their  countenances,  but  have  no  ftrengtli  to  cut  at 
them ;  I  am  fenfible  then  that  quietneis  behoves  me 
beft,  and  pafs  over  my  tale  as  well  as  I  can ;  and  1 
have  wifhed  that  the  people  would  build  me  a  little 
vcftry  behind  the  pulpit,  and  cut  a  door  to  go  into 
it,  that  I  might  lock  up  myfclf  immediately,  and  fee 
no  face  at  all.  I  hope,  when  the  days  get  a  litde 
longer,  that  I  (hall  be  able  to  come  and  fee  you.  I 
have  been  very  poorly  all  this  winter,  with  gouty  and 
rheumatic  pains  all  over  me,  which  make  me  unable 
to  ride  much.  The  Lx)rd  blels  you,  and  give  you 
power  to  pray  for  me^  and  my  poor  prayers  Ihall 
mix  widi  yours. 

J.J. 
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LETTER   LXXm 


To  the  Rev,  J.  J* 


My  hope  of  thee,  dear  brother,  is  fteadfaft; 
knowing  this,  that  as  thou  art  a  partaker  of  the  fuf* 
ferings  of  Chrift,  fo  (halt  thou  be  alfo  of  the  conib« 
lations.  Thy  internal  confli£ts  are  doubtlefs  the 
challening  rod  of  God  upon  thee  for  thy  fin,  but  not 
altogether  fo.  One  part  is  divine  teaching  in  order 
to  future  ufefulneis,  and  that  which  comes  upon  thee 
from  fools,  for  truth  and  confcience  fake,  is  the  fu& 
ferings  of  Chrift.  The  firft  cutting  rebuke  given  to 
Paul  was  for  his  madnefs  in  perfecuting  $  but  what 
came  afterwards  was  for  the  fake  of  Chrift — 1  will 
fiew  him  bow  great  things  be  muft  Juffer  for  wy  name 
Jah.  From  the  authority  of  that  text  Paul  calls  all 
his  fufFcrings  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  which  he  fuf- 
fered  for  his  body's  fake,  which  is  the  church.  I 
perceive,  by  your  invitations  to  frelh  places,  that 
God  kxs  before  you  an  open  door,  and  none  (hall 
thut  it  \  he  will  fpread  your  fame,  and  the  word  will 

found  out  from  L ^,  and  bear  down  all  oppo- 

fitipn,  inibmtich  as  Chrift  will  make  manifeft  the 
favour  of  his  name  in  a  fre(h  line  of  things  not  made- 
ready 
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ready  to  your  hand,  a  line  to  reach  unto  many  who 
have  never  yet  heard  the  fame  of  Jcfus.  *'  That 
**  light  which  Ihines  upon  thy  date  of  mind*'  is  the 
iiof'iawn  which  breaks  out  upon  them  that  fit  in 
darknefs  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death  $  thou  wilt  not 
always  grope  for  the  wall  like  the  blind  at  noonday. 
After  thou  haft  had  a  proper  view  of  thyfclf,  of  die 
|aw>  and  of  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God^  thou 
ihalt  fee  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  cove- 
nant God  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  ihining  into  thy  heart, 
and  changing  thee  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to 
gk)ry,  and  all  this  by  looking  through  a  gtafs  dackly. 
This,  my  fon,  is  the  hope  fee  before  thee — be  that 
wercomeib  and  keeptth  nrf  wtrrh  to  the  end^  to  bim  wiB 
I  give  power  over  the  nations^  and  will  give  bim  the 
Morning  Star,  the  harbinger  of  endkls  glory.  Then, 
my  foTYj  fliall  old  things  pais,  and  all  things  fball 
become  new.  '  The  Spirit  (hall  bring  all  things  co 
your  remembrance  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  to 
thee  and  done  for  thee ;  and  the  quickening  power 
put  forth  in  thy  prcfent  experience,  will  be  a  guide 
to  thee  in  a  thoufand  future  difficulties,  called  by  the 
prophet,  a  voice  behind  tbee^  J^ytng^  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it  \  when  you  turn  to  the  right  band,  and 
when  you  turn  to  the  left.  When  once  the  Lord 
makes  darknefs  light  before  thee,  he  will  make  thy 
prefcnt  crooked  things  ftraight  j  then  the  deaf  Ihall 
hear  the  words  of  the  book,  and  the  now  fenfible 
prifoner  (hall  Ihcw  himfclf,  and  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance, as  well  as  the  words  of  his  mouth,  ihalf 

proclaim 


i 
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{>rctki(n  the  triumphs  of  his  foul :  the  inward  ^bf 
of  grace  will  appear  to  gild  the  whole  creatioiw 
When  every  thing  is  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  Lord» 
his  glory  will  vifibljr  cover  the  heavens>  and  the  earth 
will  be  full  of  his  praiie>  ^nd  thy  heart  in  concert 
(when  tuned  with  love)  will  be  in  the  chorus.  Paj 
DO  regard  to  thofe  that  watch  for  thy  halting^  xior  to 
xhofe  that  tnakt  thee  an  oflPender  for  a  wordj  for  aH 
that  watch  for  iniquity  (ball  be  cut  ofFi  and  for  yoor 
prefent  ihame  you  fliall  have  double  [douhlc  joy]  ^ 
anid  for  your  prefent  confufion  you  (hall*  in  fiiture^ 
rejoice  in  your  portion ;  in  this  land  thoq  fhalt.poT- 
iefs  double>  everlafting  joy  (hall  be  upon  thee.  Thoa 
art  not  the  firft  that  fcorners  have  derided,  faying^ 
Where  is  the  word  of  the  hord^  lit  il  come  now  i  but 
there  is  a  woe  to  them  that  laugh  now,  for  they  (haH 
weep.  The  Lord's  countenance  is  already  lifted  up^ 
and  that  was  the  Ught  of  it  which  thou  faweft  at 
a  diftance,  and  it  will  ere  long  refled  graciow 
fmiles,  much  peacC)  joy>  and  reconciliadon  5  it  wiH 
dilperfe  the  vail,  the  difmal  gloom  and  horrible 
cloud  of  difpleaiiire,  and  bring  life  and  immortality 
to  light  i  and  then  thou  wilt  fay,  Thau  Wifi  ^otpy 
with  me^  but  thine  anger  is  turned  awajy  and  thou 
comforteft  me.  Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but 
joy  cometh  in  the  morning. 

Blefs  God  for  every  refrelhing  feafon,  for  every 
refpite,  and  every  token  for  good ;  and  as  for  libole 
vain  thoughts  about  future  greatnefs,  confefs  them 
as  evil,  as  the  root  of  pride,  and  pray  God  to  fub- 

due 
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due  tb^m  by  his  grace  i  and  if  the  Lord  gives  thee 
eyes  to  fee  them  hateful  and  humbling  difpenlationst 
they  wiU  wither  when  the  Spirit  of  God  blows  upon 
thee— ^  jUJb  is  gr^^Sy  and  all  the  goadlinefs  tbererf 
is  as  the  flower  of  ibe  fiild\  the  grafs  witherelbj  ibe 
fkwer  fadetb^  hicauje  the  Spirit  of  tbe  Lord  blofvetb 
$ipon  it.  It  is  this,  my  dtar  brother,  and  not  legsd 
Ibivings,  chat  will  blaft  vain  thoughts,  wither  hu- 
Attn  glory,  and  make  all  the  comelinels  of  the 
brtghteft  iaint  turn  into  corruption.  i 

God  hath  two  ways  of  fhining  upon  his  people : 
die  one  is,  when  he  comforts  their  hearts,  and  gives 
them  the  light  of  his  knowledge  in  the  face  of  Jefus, 
attended  with  the  faith  of  intereft  i  the  other  is, 
when  he  ihines  into  our  hearts  to  difcover  our  im* 
perfedions,  and  vsuls  his  throne  with  a  cloud — ^then, 
why  is  light  given  to  them  that  are  in  bitttrnefs  ? 
The  former  view  will  make  thee  appear  not  a  whit 
behind  the  chiefeft  faint,  and  the  latter  will  ihake 
thee  appear  the  chief  of  finnersi  and  thus — bis  r^r* 
Bds  try  tbe  cbildren  of  men. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  thy  aims  are  right,  for  I  am 
fure  that  that  preacher  that  expofcs  the  vilenefs  of 
hunian  nature,  and  preaches  the  purity,  and  fpirttu- 
ality^  and  unlimited  demands  of  the  law ;  that  fets 
forth  the  finner's  need  of  a  Saviour,  the  futtablencis, 
the  worth  of  him  i  and  that  dcbafes  the  creature  to 
the  level  of  criminals  in  chains ;  and  who  enforces 
the  neceffity  of  regeneration,  fpiritual  fruitfulnefs, 
fpiritoal  fervicci  and  a  life  ^  walk  in  faith  i  ihal( 

not 
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not  err  in  thcfc  things — the  wajifarsng  man,  tbmigb  s 
Jbd,  JbaU  not  err  in  Ms  wof.  Whatever  encourage* 
ment  you  may  have  received  from  the  inftrumenta* 
licy  of  thy  poor  fervant  in  Chrift,  thou  arc  indebted 
to  Chrift  for,  and  to  him  all  glory,  praife^  and 
thankfgiving  is  due,  and  to  another  he  will  never 
grant  ic;  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  the  greateft 
debtor  to  him,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  laft 
that  Ihould  ever  attempt  to  rob  him. 

'  Tender  my  kind  love  to  Mr.  Morris  and  iamUf, 
Shepherd  and  Shepherdefs,  and  to  all  that  love  the 
altogether  lovely,  not  forgetting  your  former  hoft 
and  family. 

The  Lord  be  with  thee.    Amen  and  amen. 


W.H.   S.S^ 


LBTTBA 
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LETTER  LXXIII. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  J- 


M7  DEAR  BROTHER, 

Yov  know  not  wich  what  heartfelt  fatis&ftiim  I 
behdd  you  laft  i  thy  meditadons  of  tidrror  are  nearly 
exhauftcdy  the  horrible  pit  will  foon  be  exchanged 
for  the  Rock^  and  thou  wilt  quit  the  dark  cells  and 
the  difmal  rogions.  Tell  me>  did  not  the  good 
Shepherd  give  thee  a  token  for  good  the  laft  vific  at 

M ,  was  it  not  a  Bethel  i   did  he  not  alnioft 

break  thy  yoke,  and  burft  thy  bands  i  When  thefe 
are  gone,  thy  health  ihall  fpring  up  fpeedily;  thy 
snind  is  reclining  and  refting  on  the  dilcoveries  and 
inanifeftarions  of  dying  love,  hope  abounds,  and  thy 
lieart  enlarges;  budding  hope  terminates  b  open 
k)ve — Ifrael  Jhall  bud  and  blojfom  as  the  rofe^  and 
Jill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit. 

You  fee,  my  dear  brother,  the  fruits  and  efieds 
of  your  prefent  miniftry.  Some  of  the  Hebrews 
arc  crawling  out  of  their  holes,  fome  have  broken 
forth,  and  others  are  come  to  the  birch,  but  want 
the  ftrcngth  of  allfubduing  love;  but  fbaU  I  bring  to 
the  birthi  and  not  cauje  to  bring  forth  ?  No,  faidi  the 

Lord, 
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Lord>  as  Jem  as  Zm  iravaUeJ  Jht  brought  fhrth  tef 
ibUdren.  A  fpirit  of  jeatoufy  will  be  fprcad  at  the 
report  of  Zion's  delivery,  which  will  provoke  very 
many,  and  add  fervour  to  their  prayers,  fb  that  thou 
wilt  fee  the  Ipirit  of  the  living  creature  in  thtf 
wheels,  as  well  as  in  the  cherub ;  for  jealoufy  is  one 
part  of  the  coals  of  fire  which  go  up  and  down 
among  the  wheels— /£>^  Lord  Jhall  ftk  op  jealotify  like 
a  man  of  war ;  and,  under  thefe  burning  influences^ 
every  one  that  is  truly  afiefted  will  be  catching  a€ 
the  (kirt  of  the  Jew. 

I  believe  in  my  heart  that  there  hath  been  more 
power  difplayed,  and  more  execution  done,  in  that 
part  of  the  world  within  thefe  two  years,  than  hath 
been  done  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years  before ;  and 
what  feems  very  remarkable  is,  that  thofe  who  are 
brought  forth,  and  thofe  who  are  flill  labouring,  are> 
to  an  individual,  thofe  that  have  been  daubed  up 
with  untempered  mortar,  and  healed  flighdy  by  t 
cry  of.  Peace,  Peace.  0 1  the  goodnefs  of  God  in 
undeceiving  them,  and  flripping  them  of  the  Aeep* 
ikin ;  but  no  rival,  no  enemy  to  the  bridegroom^ 
ihall  ever  finally  feduce  the  objc6b  of  his  love— 
right eoujnejs  will  he  lay  to  the  line,  and  judgment  /• 
the  plummet ;  and  the  bail  JhaUjweep  away  the  r'efuges 
of  lies,  and  the  waters  Jhall  overflow  the  hiding  places^ 
and  their  covenant  with  death  Jhall  be  dijanulled,  dnd 
their  agreement  with  hell  Jhall  not  Jtmd^  This  line 
and  plummet  try  the  foundation,  and  the  ftorm 

drives 
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<&ives  us  to  feck  for  Ihelcer :  the  bed  of  camal  fecu« 
rity  appears  too  fliort  to  llrctch  ourfelves  on  it^  and 
the  fcanty  covering  too  narrow  to  hide  our  fin  and 
ihame.  How  viiibly  do  you  fee  the  apoftle's  afler- 
don— ^  any  man  build  upon  this  foundation^  gold^  fd- 
WTt  precious  Jlones,  wood,  bay,  ftubbU :  every  nuaCs 
work  fiall  be  nuule  manifefti  for  the  day  fbail  declare 
St,  becaufe  it  fbail  be  revealed  by  fire  \  and  tbe  firt 
fiaU  try  every  marCs  work,  of  wbat  fort  it  is.  All 
the  king  of  Ifraers  ^ils  muft  go  through  the  fire, 
and  nothing  will  ftand  the  fire  but  gold,  filver,  and 
precious  flones;  the  wood,  hay,  and  fhibble,  are 
all  confiimed.  Pray,  what  is  left  of  all  the  former 
work  ?  Juft  nothing ;  tbe  wall  is  down,  and  wbere 
is  tbe  daubing  ?  All  the  wounds  flightly  healed  have 
been  laid  open  again ;  and  the  cry  of  Peace,  Peace, 
has  been  no  defence  againft  the  curfes  of  a  broken 
law.  However,  this  fbail  work  together  for  their 
good ;  for  they  wiU  be  the  better  able  to  difcover 
the  delufive  heat  of  ftrange  fire  \  they  have  been  long 
encompafled  about  with  the  fparks  of  head  notions, 
and  with  that  light  which  flirs  up  the  fleihly  affec- 
tions of  nature,  which  has  caufed  many,  to  their 
grie(  to  go  to  bed,  and  lie  down  in  forrow.  No* 
thing  can  ftand  but  t^e  power  of  God  i  in  this  his  king-. 
dom  flands,  for  his  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
falvation  to  every  one  that  believeth ;  and  he  that 
is  defticute  of  this  power  is  an  utter  flranger  to  the 
gofpel  of  Chrifl.    The  devil  is  aware  of  this,  and 

therefore 
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therelbrfc  to  counterfeit  it  is  ^th^  a^ifterpiece  of 
all  his  works:  and  the  acadennies.  are  the  forgesj 
where  he  fits  his  apes  for  his  bufineis,  who  are. 
taught  to  play  upon  the  paffions  of  poor  fenfeleft 
finners  with  empty  oratory^  affirmed  fpeeches^  great 
fwelling  wordsy  counterfeited  joy,  and  diflembled 
lovc-^ucb  glory  in  appearance^  but  not  in  heart i. 
God  hath  led  thee  to  difcover,  deted,  and  fpit  upon 
this  ftrange  fire ;  and  Under  God  thou  haft  put  it 
cut ;  and  thou  iliait  be  a  good  minifter  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  nourifiied  up  in  the  words  of  truth  and  of 
found  dodtrine.  And  thofe  who  have  oppofed  thee^ 
and  abufed  thee,  will>  by  the  bar  of  prejudice, 
and  by  that  envy  which  refts  in  the  bolbm  of  fools, 
be  kept  at  a  diftance ;  while  thofe  who  have  been 
grieved  for  the  affliftiohs  of  Jofeph  will  now  (hare 
in  the  goodnefs  which  God  procures  to  Ifrael: 
but  the  others  will  burn  with  rage,  and  feel  vex-- 
ation  in  their  fotils,  when  they  hear  the  report. 
He  bringetb  out  thofe  that  are  bound  with  chains  i 
but  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. .  Thofe  that 
love  the  power,  and  make  the  Lord  their  truft, 
ihall  be  as'  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  that  fend- 
eth  forth  its  roots  by  the  rivers ;  its  leaf  Ihall  be 
green,  nor  (hall  ihey  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit. 
But  thofe  that  defpife  the  power,  and  make  flefh 
their  a^m,  ihall  be  as  the  dreary  defert  and  barren 
heath,  and  (hall  not  know  when  good  comech: 
and  thou  wilt  fee  thefe  things  made  manifefl:  before 
Vol.  \l.  C  c       '  thine 
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dxiM  eyes.  And  cM  thou  obferve  tliefe  thingi  iA- 
nutely^  ^  and  they  will  furnifli  thee  widi  many  a 
fiiicable  fubje£l|  for  daily^  in  the  church,  ami 
among  the  enemies  of  it,  as  weO  as  in  diy  own 
ibul,  wile  thou  iee  the  Lord  in  his  goodnefi  pafi 
before  thee>  and*  his  word  opening  and  fiilfillingi 
yea,  all  the  day  long. 

God  blefs  thee,  and  keep  thee,  is  the  earncft 
prayer  of  thy  fellow-labourer  and  companion  in  the 
kingdom  and  padence  of  Chrift. 

W.  H.  S.S. 


LETTER  LXXIV. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  MOST  BSLOVED  FRIEND, 

This  morning  I  received  your  cpiftle,  and 
have  read  it  over,  and  truly  it  has  been  a  fwect  re- 
paft  to  me  i  the  matter  of  it,  without  contradiftion, 
is  truth  J  and  the  fpirit  of  it  exceeding  fweet  to  my 

tafte,  fwcctcr  than  the  honey,  yea,  than  the  honey- 
J  cotnb. 
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comb*  Thine  cpiillest  I  pan  fay  in  truth,  are 
weighty  and  powerful,  and  So  I  have  found  the  bo- 
dily prefence  of  this  fcrvant  of  Chrift  likewifc ;  thy 
word  is  not  weak,  nor  chy  fpeech  in  any  fenfe  con- 
temptible, i  For  truly  fuch  as  I  have  found  him  m 
word  by  letters,  being  abfent ;  fuch  alfo  have  I 
found  him  in  deed,  when  he  has  been  prefenc.  Our 
kft  interviews .  have  been  exceeding  comfbrtsible  to 
my  foul,  and  more  eftabliihing,  I  thinks  than  eyer> 

The  h^  difcourfe  I  heard  from  you  at  Monkwell* 
ftreet  wa*  truly  fweet  and  favoryj  I  was  more 
ib-engthencfl  ^d  eftablifhlsd  that  night  than  ever  1 
was  in  my  life.  A  fwcet  light  broke  into  my  foul, 
and  I  could  (ee  the  path  the  Lord  hath  been  leading 
me  in, ,  a^d  follow  you  in  all  you  laid  upon  regene- 
ra^oB  s  there  was  nothing  in  your  account  of  that 
way  that  offended  me,  daggered  me»  or  was  a  caufe 
c^  ftumbling  to  me »  I  was  enabled  to  mix  faith 
with  the  word  as  you  went  on,  and  the  light  feemed' 
to  increafe  more  f  nd  more  i  1  found  my  feat  fo 
comfortable  and  eafy,  that  I  believe  if  you  had 
preached  til)  morning  light,  I  fhould  have  found 
myielf  neither  weary,  fleepy,  nor  hungry.  It  is  dc- 
lightfiil  to  (it  under  his  (hadow,  when  hi$  fruit  is  fo 
fweet  tQ  our  tafte ;  and  I  know  that  what  dropped 
that  night  was  from  the  tree  of  life ;  for  it  is  faid, 
that  his  leaves  (hall  be  for  healing,  and  his  fruit  for 
meat,  and  I  found  both. 

Our  fealbn  at  B was  nothing  left  precious* 

I  believe  Mr.  B— — 's  old  barn  is  now  confecrated 

C  c  a  ground. 
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ground^  for  you  well  know  that  the  chief  Bifliq> 
himielf  deigned  to  be  there,  and  made  that  oM 
ftorehoufe  a  Bethel  indeed  i  and  I  believe  many  will 
be  looking  for  the  return  of  the  year>  Md  will  be 
wifhing  the  ^mer  to  thre(h  out  his  corn  as  loon  as 
poffible,  for  they  will  remember  your  prontffe  of 
vifiting  them^gainj  if  God  fparcs  your  life, 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  in  my  foul  that  your  ob« 
fervation  is  juft  and  true.  The  Lord  certainly  is 
doing  a  work  chat  has  no»  been  done  in  this  country 
for  many  years  back,  and  the  defpif^rs  wonder  at  it, 
ajld  to  all  appearance  will  perifli,  for  they  Will  not 
.believe,  though  it  is  dechred  unto  them,  i  thifik 
it  may  be  (aid,  in  one  fdnfe,  to  be  the  Lord^s  ftrsngc 
work ;  for  all  that  I  found  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  were  entire  ftrang^rs  to  it,  and 
totally  ignorant  of  it,  till  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
awaken  nM,  and  iend  mo  to  alarm  others.  And 
your  other-  obiervadon  is  no  Icfi  true  j  fof  I  believe 
all  thai  are  awakened,  or  in  travail,  or  are  come 
forth,  are  fuch  as  were  once  fot  down  with  a  form 
of  godlinefs  ^  moft  of  them  very  high  b  carnal  cor^ 
fidence,  refting  in  a  knowledge  of  the  letter,  under- 
(landing  in  the  theory  fome  myfteries,  but  not  ihc 
myftery  of  faith  in  a  pure  coiifoience — puffed  up 
with  their  flefhly  wifdom ;  but  all  of  us  {(rangers  to 
that  power  in  which  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ftands. 
O  the  goodnefs  of  God  bdeed  \  to  vifit  fuch  a  par- 
cel of  wretches,  and  not  to  fuftr  us  to  periih  in 
our  own  deceivings.    But,  above  aU,   how  deep, 

how 
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how  unfathomable  arc  his  counfels !  To  choofe  (udi 
a  poor,  defplcable,  vile,  and  dunghill  devil  as  cne^ 
to  be  an  inftrument  in  his*  hands  of  doing  any  good 
to  his  children  i  this  aftoaiihes  me  more  than  any 
thing:  and  when  L  have  met  widi>  or  heard  o(  anv 
that  have  been  bleffed  through  my  miniftry,  1  have 
wept  at  his  htt^  and  humbled  myfelf  in  duft  and 
afhes  before  him,  and  gave  all  the  praife  of  it  to 
him>  as  I  know  it  is  moft  due.  Under  my  firft 
alarm,  you  well  Know^  'I  -  left  my  congregadoiit 
-having  then  no  fufpicion  that  they  were  in  die  (amc 
ftate  as  myfclf,  but  viewed  myfelf  to  be  the  only 
a'poftate.  I  left  them  then  with  a  determinatioii 
never  more  to  come  back  to  this  country  >  for  my 
falfe  cable  was  cut'  by  this  Icripture-^/^f  Lord  bath 
rejeSed  tby  ctmfidenciesy  and  thou  Jhalt  net  fro/per  im 
them.  I  fled,  and  confcience  purfued  me.  I  tra* 
veiled  into  my  native  country  for  the  benefit  of  the 
air,  and  rambled  about  for  many  months  in  £ng^ 
land  and  Wales  $  but  al^s,  alas !  neither  air  nor  fea**- 
water  could  afford  me  any  reliefl     The  congrega* 

tion  at  L tried  to  fettle  another  miqifter  over 

them,  concluding  I  was  gone  for  ever;  but  they 
could  not.  I  wanted  fomev  place  in  the  ends  of  the 
earth  where  I  might  flee  to,  but  could  find  none. 
I  endeavoured  all  that  I  could  not  to  come  back 
here  again  i  but  Providence  forced  me  back,  though 
foitly  againft  my  will^  It  was  not  long  after  this 
that  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  brmg  me  acquainted 
vith  you^  after  I  had  firfl:  ieen  and  read  your  booksi 

here 
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here  I  reteived  the  firft  ground  of  hopc^  as  my  let- 
ters (hew.  After  I  had  converfed  with  youj  heard 
you  fcveral  times,  and  had  been  a  mondi  at  your 
houfe,  I  returned  home,  with  both  light  and  hope 
in  my  fouli  and  with  that  litde  light  I  had,  I  began 
to  feparate  the  precious  from  the  yik:  ibme  no 
ftway  from  me,  others  cleaved  to  me  i  Ibme  cur&d 
me,  others  have  fince  bleOcd  me ;  fome  faid  I  was 
ttiad,  othelrs  thought  I  was  coming  to  my  right 
mind  i  and  this  was  the  pruth,  for  I  had.  been  not 
much  better  than  mad  fot  upwards  of  thirty  years. 
I  now  began  to  preach  what  I  fek>  and  I  ibon  found 
the  Lord  ftood  by  me  in  it  and  helped  me.  I  law 
clear  that  all  of  them  were  in  die  fame  ftate  as  my- 
ielf ^  yea,  when  I  was  moft  miferaUe,  I  was  fuie 
that  they  muft  feel,  in  ibme  degree,  as  I  did,  or  be 
damned  i  and  I  ufcd  to  tell  them  fo:  and  God 
knows  they  were  heavy  tidings  that  I  carried  to 
them  for  a  long  time.  I  cannot  but  fee  now,  as  you 
obferve,  the  effedts  of  my  poor  mbiftry ;  and  can- 
not but  think  often  of  what  you  ufed  to  tell  me  in 
time  pad,  though  then  I  could  not  believe  you«  I 
know  the  Lord  hath,  in  a  meafure,  fulfiUed  the  word 
of  his  fervant,  and  performed  the  counfel  which  his 
meilenger  gave  me.  I  have  feen,  of  late,  ibme 
brought  forth  under  my  jtniniftry  -,  yea,  they  have 
cfcaped  before  I  cxpefled  them,  and  I  am  ready  to 
tell  them,  at  times,  ibis  bnachbe  ufmjm.  Othen 
have  been  brought,  out  to  light  and  liberty  through 
the  afliftance  of  your  miniftry  among  us.     Many 

more 
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more  I  can  diicover  in  ibul-travail ;  and  one  I  have 
leen>  and  more  I  have  heard  of^  fince  I  law  you  laft. 
I  do  believe  the  Lord  holds  me  back  widi  thefe  cords 
of  affli&ion  that  f  may  feel,  and  that  I  may  (peak 
to  fuch }  but  it  is  forely  againft  my  will ;  I  want  to 
fhine  forth  and  flourifli  in  the  ^ce  of  mine  enemies. 
However,  I  have  a  few  arrows  in  my  quiver  which 
chey  have  not,  therefore  I  am  not  afhamed  when  I 
ipeak  with  them  in  the  gates. 

God  blels  you,  and  reward  you  for  your  labour 
of  love,  will  ever  be  the  prayer  o^ 

J.J. 


THE    END. 
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TO 

MR.    HUNTINGTON, 

CKVftCH-STftEIT,  FADDZNpTON* 

Revskend  SxK,  • 

A  HE  vile  reproaches  \,mjuftly  caft  upoo  you 
and  your  doArinc,  by  the  R R H , 


have  long  grieved  the  minds  of  many  fimple  and. 

godly  fouls,  and  ierved  as  a  Itumbling-block  to 

many  of  Zion's  feeble  travellers, 

♦ 

The  unchriftian-like  difpofitipn  he  manifeiled 

againft  you,  when  he  refufed  to  preach  in  the  fame 

place  with  you  at  Greenwich;  but  more  efpecially, 

his  offering  to  preach  in  oppofition,  whenever  you 

fhould  be  given  out  for  the  new  place  at  Deptford ; 

has  farther  evidenced  his  rooted  malignity,  and 

not  a  little  added  to  the  aflonifhment  of  thofe  who 

wifh  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  Zion. 

Hearing  he  was  to  preach  on  Tuefday  laft,  in 
oppofition  to  youj   at   Deptford,  I,  with  fome 

a  2  friends. 


IT  TO   MR.   HCXTIXGTOK, 

firknds,  atxended,  for  the  porpofe  of  ukiog  the 
Scnnoo  b  ihort-haiid,  that  ^  in  the  mouth  of  two  or 
^  thicc  wicncfl^  every  word  might  be  eftablilhcd/' 
or  overthrown. 

As  the  occaSon  of  Mr.  H 's  prcaurhing  was 

£>  generally  known,  I  prcfume  (notwitbftanding 
your  name  is  not  literally  aientioned  in  it)  that  you 
will  need  no  apology,  either  to  the  Church  or  to 
the  Wwld,  for  confidering  it  as  addreflcd  to  your- 
fdf,  and,  confequendy,  giving  it  a  full  anfwer,  (b 
far  as  truth  is  concerned.  For  that  purpofe.  Sir, 
we  herewith  commit  it  to  your  perufal  and  cuftody; 
fincerely  wifhing  and  praying  the  Lord  may  direct 
your  heart  and  hand  for  the  good  of  his  chofcn, 
and  his  own  glory. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Yours,  for  the  Truth's  iake. 


MANY  FRIENDS. 
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PREFACE. 


TO    THE 


REVEREND   ROWLAND   HILL, 

MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL  AT  SUfeREY  CHAPEL. 


REVEREND  SIR, 


H 


AVING  been  repeatedly  informed  of  the 
many  public  cautions  and  warnings  that  you  have 
given  to  various  congregations  againft  me  and  thy 
dodtrine,  which  have  all  been  drawn  froth  the  Fifth 
Chapter  iA  Matthew^ s  Go/pel-^  I  have  therefore  pre* 
fumed  to  flicw  mine  opinion  of  every  t€xt  in  that 
chapter  which  you  have  either  opened^  brought 
forth,  or  mentioned:  and,  having  publiflied  them^ 
I  fend  the  firft  Copy  for  your  perufal,  and  the  reft 
to  the  Church  at  large,  that  our  brethren  may  judge 
betwixf  us.  Gen.  xxxi.  37. 

The  Sermon  that  you  delivered  againft  me  at 
Deptford,  I  have  got  in  my  hand,  and  have  delibe- 
rately confidered  it.    I  did  not  treat  it  with  that 

a  3  contempt 
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contempt  with  which  you  created  a  book  of  mhu^ 
^^  which  you  took  up  with  a  pair  of  tongs,  ajid  or- 
^'  dered  your  fervant  to  uke  it  down  (lairs,  and  do 
**  what  (he  would  with  it/'  A  tcftimony  of  dirinc 
truth  is  n6t  6t  fuel  for  fire. 

No  fmall  degree  of  anger  has  burnt  in  your  heart 
againft  me^  for  the  (pace  of  almoft  feven  years, 
ever  fihce  T  publiflied  my  Tidings  from  fVallingfordi 
which  fo  exafperated  you  in  the  company  of  Mr. 
Carnal  at  Wooburn^  that  you  faid,  <^  You  cared  nor 
^  what  I  might  have  faid  or  wrote  againft  you,  tmt 
**  the  great  ofirnce  was  writing  againft  your  friend." 
They  are  the  bell  friends^  Sir,  who  love  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity  and  truth.  The  gentleman 
whom  I  oppofedj  either  does  preach  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  of  England,  (which  he  fubfcribed)  or 
he  does  not.  If  he  does,  why  do  you  not  vindicate 
his  doftrine?  But,  if  he  does  not,  and  nrf  Tidtngs 
are  tniet  ^*  why  am  I  become  your  enemy  for  telling 
^'  you  the  truth?"  Gal.  iv.  i6.  Arc  we  not  com- 
manded by  God  himfelf  ^<  to  flop  the  mouths  of 
"  fubvertcrs?"  (77/.  i.  if.) — Certainly  we  are. 

Your  Earning  your  'Society  almoft  three  years, 
(I  will  not  fay  day  and  night  with  tearsy  Afts  xx.  3 1 .) 
*'  not  to  read  my  books,  or  even  to  hear  me  preach," 
was'needlefs ;  for  I  have  no  defire  to  <'  take  one 
*<  iheep  out  of  your  fold,  or  he-goat  out  of  your 
«  ftall.'* 

Your 


¥6ikr  digging  into  all  thie  follies  of  my  ytfuth,  Und 
bringing  them  forth  at  your  church-meeting  beford 
ka  hundtred  people^  concerhing  my.Name^  Child^ 
&c  6rc.  which  I  had  publifhed  to  the  world  ae 
large,  can  Aever  be  called  fulfilling  tbt  Royal  Law^ 
Jameby  iii  8.  iTea^  yourfelf  had  fbme  doubts  whe- 
ther this  would  bear  the  lights  becatife  you  enforced 
a  Roman  edift,  and  enjoined  fecrefy;  .but,  alas  I 
*'  as  it  was  iii  the  beginning)  is  now-^the  more  you 
^'  charged  i:hem>  the  more  they  fpread  it  abix>ad.'*. 
If  God  fends  his  niinifters  to  plead  againft  (his  own 
thildren)  tbeir  repnath^  (Job)  xix.  5.)  much  might 
haVd  been  faid  againft  Mofes^s  killing  the  Egyptian  1 
ftgainft  Pjir/|  ifer  perfecution  and  bloodfhed;  and 
agaitift  'PettTy  "  for  excels  of  wine^  revelling,  ban* 
*^  queting,  and  abominable  idolatries/'  i  ftt.  iv.  3^ 
Br^t  they  kft  this  branch  of  the  work  to  the  ac* 
culer  of  the  brethren^  and  preached  the  Golpeli 
and  it  would  be  no  grief  of  heart  to  you.  Sir,  tin  a 
dying  hour,  if  you  were  to^-^  and  do  likewife^ 

Furthermore,  if  you  were  kept  entirely  free  and 
pure  from  every  vice  throughout  ydur  childhood 
and  youth)  all  the  better:  glory  in  this.  I  neither 
tavy  nor  covet  either  yoUr  purity  or  happinefs^  any 
Ytiore  than  the  '*  Prodigal  Son^  in  his  ring  and  robe^ 
^^  envied  his  elder  brothel-,  who  had  never  at  any 
'*  time  tranrgrefled  the  commandment,''  iMkiy  xv» 

A  4  ''  BtfC 
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**  But  you  would  never  preach  in  Greenwich  ftf- 
*^  bernaele  while  I  'was  permitted  to  fpeak  there." 
Be  it  fo,  I  took  no  offence  at  that ;  nor  will  I  fay- 
that  you  are  .without  a  precedent  in  fo  doing:  other 
pious  fouls,  as  well  as  you,  hare  faid — "  Stand  by 
?*  thyfelf ;  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier 
**  than  thou,"  IJaL  \xv.  5.  And  far  be  it  from  mc 
to  make  you  lefs  holy  than  you  are.  When  your 
ahfencey  Sir,  and  other  hoyy  brethren's  dijlike,  had 
procured  my  difmiflion  from  Greenwich,  I  took  it 
patiently  without  gainfaying ;  and  I  thought  that, 
when  I  had  opened  a  place  for  myfelf  in  another 
•pariih,  the  offence  would  haveceafcd — ^but  no:  for 
although  you  would  laeiFer  appear  in  Greenwich 
pulpit  while  I  was  admitted  there,  yet  you  have 
never  appeare4  there  once  fincc,  and  left  mc  out  of 
it.  I  muft  not  go  in,  yet  you  carry  me  in;  and, 
though  I  may  not  fpeak  for  myfelf>  you  are  fore  al- 
ways to  fpeak  of  mc.  ^ 

•*  Your  charge  to  the  people  to  read  the  fifth 
«'  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gofpel  before  they  came  to 
f*  hear  me,"  I  have  confidercd^  and,  left  they  (hould 
not  be  obedient  to  you  in  all  things,  and  to  let  you 
know  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  read  that  chapter,  I 
have  publifhed  an  explanation  of  thofe  texts  that  you 
referred  them  to,  and  beg  of  you  to  refute  me,  if 
you  think  I  am  wrong. 

At  Mr.  T  ■  d's  meeting,  you  informed  them 
that,  '^  if  you  Ihould  fay  the  Law  is  not  a  Rule 
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of  Life,  you  Ihoiild  expefl:  horns  to  grow  out  of 
your  head,  and  your  feet  to  be  cloven.'*  Then, 
Sir,  what  muft  Paul  be,  who  t^lis  us  that  the  be- 
liever is  not  under  the  Law,  but  under  Gracd;  and 
that  the  righteoufncfs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  them 
that  believe;  and  that  the  Grace  of  God  teaches  men 
to  deny  ungodlineis  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live 
foberly,  rightcoufly,  and  godly,  in  the  world  ? 

You  quoted  a  paffage  out  of  my  Arminian  Skele- 
ton in  B Fields;  and  faid,   "  Before  a  man 

**  got  into  the  pulpit,  and  advanced  fuch  things, 
*'  he  (hould  put  on  a  foofs  cap.'*  Does  aflerting 
that  **  God  is  our  Father,  and  the  Church  our 
"  Mother,"  entitle  a  man  to  fuch  an  ornament? 
Can  you  prove  the  faying  to  be  either  falfe  or 
foolifti?  If  you  can,  it  lies  upon  you  to  do  it,  and 
ppon  me  to  defend  it.  If  you  can  difprove  any 
doftrine  that  I  hold — you  know  they  are  published 
to  the  world — do  it ;  and  if  you  cannot,  or  will  not, 
then  leave  off  calling  me  "  Antinomian>  Bad  Spirit, 
"  that  Fellow,  and  SpiritualBl—Ug—d."  That 
frji  word  h  fadly  matched  -,  for  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Matthew's  Gofpel  gives  no  licence  for  fuch  hard 
ipceches,  efpecially  againft  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  whofe 
doctrines  you  cannot  overthrow,  whofe  ufefulneft 
you  cannot  deny,  and  whofe  life  you  canhot  cenfure. 
But  I  am  informedi  by  one  of  your  own  people, 
that  "  you  have  long  wifliejj.  that  I  woiild  tak^  up 
V  my  pen  againft  you,  that  you  might  profccute  me 

b      '  "  for 


*^  fof  a  libel/'  If  every  minilfer  of  the  GotptU 
'  who  vindicates  his  life  and  doArinc  againft  (candal^ 
vho  prfeaclnfs  againft  ^rrors^  and  who  writes  againlt 
falfc  doftilnes,  or  falfe*e<ridence^,  is  tb  Be  fued  ac 
law  for  libels,  i*re  fhotild  (bdfa  caufe  itc  thfy  Om£  of 
ifrael'to  ceafe  from  btfort  us^  Ifai.  itx:  il-  Paer 
ihight  hare  profecuted  Pkul  for  this^  for  he  with- 
fiood  htm  tb  the  facci  and,  indeed,  the  Scriptures 
are  full  of  fuch  libels;  and  who  can  cfcapc  thcin, 
and  be  faithful?  **  Dare  any  of  you,  having  i 
•^  matter  againft  another,-  go  to  law  ?"  i  Cor,  vi.  u 
Indeed,  Moles  (ays — "  An  eye  far  an  eye,  .xVl^  tootK 
"  for  tooth:'*  but  I  have  not  injured  you  ac  all; 
Sore  I  am,  that  the  fifth  chapter  of  Mjltthew's  Gcfpel 
oiv^s  no  licence  for  fuch  a  prafticc.  It  tells  me  to 
give  my  dodk  to  him  that  fues  for  my  colit;  but 
you  (hall  moft  furcly  have  both  my  cloak  and  coati 
Without  fuirtg  at  law,  if  yoii  fend  for  them. 

But  I  trUft,  Reverend  Sir,  that  your  weapons  art 
noi  cdrnaiy  (lConx.4.)  and  that  the ^w^  (?//i^ 
Spirit  is  fufScicnt  fbr  ybu  in  all  riiatters  of  contro- 
v^rfy.  Flying  to  the  temporal Jword^  in  fuch  cafts, 
is  making  the  Law  the  only  Rule  tf  Life  with  a  tuit^ 
nejs.  But  J  am  perfliadcd  better  things  of  youj 
Sir,  though  you  mAy  have  thus  fpoken;  fori  can- 
not believe  that  a  man  of  fuch  holinefs,  who  refufes 
even  to  occupy  a  pulpit  defiled  by  me,  would  evct 
aft  Jike  the  Jewilh  Pharifees,  **  who  provoked  the 

"  Saviouf 


*^  SaviotSr  to  fpeak  many  things^  that  they  might 
^^  catch  fomething  out^  of  his  mouth,  in  order  td 
**  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  che  governorw** 
That  be  far  from  my  brother  Rowland,  and  from 
every  other  fellow-labourer  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Cbrift. 

We  are  to  do  as  we  would  he  done  by.  If  I  hav6 
deviated  from  this  rule  in  my  dondudt* towards  you. 
Reverend  Sif,  convince  rtie  of  it  j  *•  and  if  you  have 
**  aHed  agreeably  to  this  rule  yourfelf/*  you  will  be 
no  more  offended  at  my  addrefling  my  Sermon  to 
you  for  your  perufal,  than  I  was  at  your  levelling 
your  Sermon  agarnft  me,  to  reprefcni  me  as  giving 
licence  to  Jin.  For  my  part,  I  am  willhig  to  come 
up  to  my  brother  Rowland's  ftandarci  in*  every  good 
work:  if  we  differ,  it  (hall  only  be  about  words,  or 
about  which  Jhall  be  the  greatefi  j  aqd,  if  we  muft 
ftrive  for  maftery,  I  hope  that  be,  and  only  he,  will 
be  crowned^  whofirives  lawfully.  I  have  this  com* 
fort,  however,  that  if  all  the  courts  of  law  in  Gneat 
Britain  were  to  be  moved  againil  iHe,  they  would 
never  drive  a  worie  trade  with  me  than  Mofes  did: 
he  took  both  body  and  goods;  he  ftripped  me,  not 
only  of  my  coqt^  but  of  every  other  covering  that  I 
bad;  he  took  my  cloak — of  hypocrify — and  my  bed 
from  under  me;  and,  at  lad,  took  my  life  alfo.  For» 
as  Paul  fays,  When  the  commandment  came,  Jin  re^ 
wved^  and  I  died}  and  at  length  he  left  me  poor,  and 
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wretched,  and  miferable,  and  blind,  and  naked; 
and>  though  I  gained  my  point  in  the  end,  yet  this 
was  all  that  I  got  by  Law. 

I  (hall  now  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  Remarks  on 
the  Difcourfe  that  you  levelled  at  my  dodrine,  and 
fliew  you  wherein  we  differ,  and  fubmit  them  to 
your  judgment.  This,  I  trull,  can  give  no  offence: 
for  the  Spirit  of  the  prophets  is  fubjeS  to  the  pro* 
pbetSy  and  thofe  that  are  injiru^ed  in  the  Word^ 
are  to  communicate  to  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good 
things.  Your  text  is — Except  your  rigbteotifnefs 
Jball  exceed  the  rigbteoujne/s  of  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees^  ye  Jhall  in  vo  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,^  Matt.  v.  20.  What  you  have  faid  upon 
the  text,  may  be  put  into  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and 
be  anfwered  with  a  very  few  words. 

QuoT.  "  Now  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  fome  of  yoa 
**  exped,  from  this  text,  that  I  fiiould  give  you  the  follow- 
**  ing  interpretation  of  it:  That  fince  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifecs  made  a  great  buftle  about  righteoufnefs,  that 
the  righteoufnefs  here  meant  is  the  ■  righteoufnefs  of 
**  Chrift.  But  that  is  not  the  meaning  of  this  text.  Are 
«  you  alarmed  at  it  ?  No  ;  the  text  don't  relate  to  Juftifi- 
**  cation,  but  to  SandiAcation." 

Aksw,  I  think  my  brother  Rowland  is  intircly 
wrong  here;  and  that  he  does  contradidb  the  Saviour 
himfclf,  who,  in  this  text,  jfhcws  the  need  of  what  he 
had  faid  before.     The  Lord  had,  in  a-  preceding 
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▼crfc,  ^/f^ft/  them  that  did  hunger  and  tbirft  after 
right  eoufnefsy  and  faid  they  jhould  be  filled :  and  then 
goes  on  to  tell  them,  that  he  came  lo  fulfil  the  Law, 
Which  fulfilling  obedience  of  his  was  to  fill  them  that 
hungred  and  thirfted  after  right eoujnefs.  And  without 
this  excellent  obedience  of  his  being  if»p«/<f^  to  them, 
(which  exceeds  all  the  obedience  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees)  they  could  in  no  fenfe  be  filled^  nor  in 
any  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  is- 
fighteoufnefsj  Six,  that  gives  us  a  right  and  title  to 
the  kingdom;  and  it  \s  fanSlifitation  that  gives  irs  a 
mectnefs  for  it.  Right eoufnefs^  and  not  SanSlification^^ 
is  what  the  text  means. 

QuOT.  **  There  is  a  meaning  in  thefe  words^  and  it  mud 
**  be  a  fblemn  one :  Except  'y9ur  righte$ufnefs  exceed  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  yt  Jhall  in  ntt 
cafe  enter  inia  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  now  /  will  b* 
bold  to  fay  ^  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl^  here  mentioned^ 
*'  is  this :  that  when  the  Pharifees  thought  they  fhould  be 
•*  juftified  by  an  external  righteoufnefs  of  their  ©wn  per«* 
**  formance,  our  Lord  gives  them  to  underftand,'that  a 
*^  man  will  never  enter  into  the  kingdom  of,  heaven,  that 
**  does  not  talk  of  being  juftined  by  it.  But  he  will  never^ 
^^  go  to  heaven^  he  will  never  be  in  a  kingdom  of  grace  in 
"  tinu^  he  will  never  be  in  glory  to  eternity ;  unlefs  in  his 
*'  perfonal  ftate,  through  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
**  he  is  made  more  righteous  than  a  Scribe  or  a  Pharifee, . 
^*  inwardly,  and  experimentally,  and.  internally.  That  is 
•'  the  meaning  of  my  text.^\ 

Answ* 
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Answ.  I  muft  confefsy  reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
that  I  'do  not  underftand  this.  You  here  call  it  the 
rigbteoujncfs  of  Cbriji  mentioned.  Before,  you  faid, 
that  it  was  not  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  meant  in  the 
text,  &c.  It  is  Juftification  that  brings  a  man  into 
a  ftate  of  grace,  and  it  is  the  fame  that  gives  a  man 
a  title  to  heaven :  ^be  rigbuous  nation^  that  keepetb 
ibi  truths  fljall  enter  in. — }rbcm  Godjufirfiesy  them  be 
glorifies.  This  act  of  juilifying  includes  fanAifica- 
tion,  both  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  and  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  for  it  is  always  accompanied  with  it.  It  is 
ibe  Spirit  that  works  faith  in  the  heart  to  believe; 
it  is  the  Spirit  that  applies  the  atonement;  it  is  the 
Spirit  that  takes  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and 
fliews  it  to  us,  and  reveals  it  in  us,  and  bears  bis 
fbul-fatisfying  witnefs  to  tb^  glorious  work :  ^'  We 

arejuftiRed  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 

by  the  Spirit  of  our  God/'  The  righteoufnefs 
of  Faith,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  Spirit,  always  go 
together ;    "  f{f  tbat  believes  bafb  tbe  voitn^s  i% 
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QtroT*  ^<  I  am  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Hart's  Hymns  :  and, 
^'  was  he  to  rife  ouf  of  the  grave,  and  his  dear  clc^  foal 
again  to  be  emt>odied,  I  am  Aire,  at  this  prefc^nt  day, 
thofe  things  thgt  many  people  of  lax  and  wanton  difpo- 
**  fitions  are  likely  to  fall  into,  he  would  draw  forth  fucb 
^*  a  ftvprd,  and  brandifli  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
**  give  you  to  underftand  there  is  no  fword  fo  w?!l  calcu* 
^^'  Uted  to  cut  down  iln  to  the  very  ground,  as  the  glorious 

**  fwori 
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«*  fword  of  a  fne  graa  Gofpd^  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
*^  So  that  I  (imply  a(k  you  to  look  at  the  meaning  of  my  text^ 
^  Except  vour  righteoufnefs  (hall  exceed  the  righteoufnefs 
^<  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  ye  (ball  in  no  cafe  enter 
^  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'* 

Answ.  I  do  not  rightly  comprehend  this,  Sir^ 
You  fay,  at  one  place,  that  the  text  meajn  SanElifica-^ 
iilin.  idhy  You  fay  your  text  hath  a  meanings  and 
it  mujk  be  a  Jolemn  one.  ^Jfy,  To  be  made  righteous 
by  the  Spirit  internally^  is  the  meaning  of  the  text. 
And,  ^tbly^  The  Sword  of  a  Free-grace  Go/pel  is  the 
meaning  of  it— ^whiqh  you  go  on  to  coofirm^ 

QuOT.  **  I  preached  from  this  text  not  long  ago  before  t 
*'  and  I  was  faying  to  one,  a  worthy,  good  minifter,  I  often 
<^  wondered  why  people  are  fo  unobferving^  not  to  know 
«  the  meaning  of  that  Uxt,  ^*  Why,"  fays  he,  «  I  confeff , 
^^  to  my  (hame,  when  reading  it  fo  a  little  while  ago,  I 
<^  was  fo  grieved  to  think  I  (hould  fancy  that  word  could 
•*  mean  any  thing  but  Regeneration :  ^  Except  your  righte^ ' 
^  cufnefs  exceeds  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes,''  &;c.  &c. 

Aksw.  This,  Sir,  is  all  the  explanation  that  you 
have  given  of  the  text ;  and  it  hath  left  me  full  as 
dark  as  the  good  n^inifter  himf^lf.  However,  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  Law  is  by  no  means,  nor 
in  any  fcnfc,  eftabH(hed  by  this  Difcourfe;  not  one 
truth  made  plain,  nor  one  doftrine  that  I  hold  either 
liijproved  or  touched.    Aod  you  may  call  me  Anti* 
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nomian,  Devy,  an  Encouragcr  0/  Sin,  a  Fellow, 
a  B — kg — d,  or  what  you  plcafej  your  tongue  is 
your  own,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  (hall 
•never  fuc  you  for  damages — but  I  declare  before 
God,  that  I  would  not  be  found  (landing  up  in  God's 
name,  and  thus  darkening  counjel  J^y  words  without 
kncwUdgej  for  a  million  worlds. 

QuoT.    **  Why  does  it  not  ftrikc  you  as  being  horrid, 
*'  that  a  man  fhould  malce  out  a  licence  to  commit  An  V* 

Answ.  Yes,  Sir;  this  is  enough  to  ftrike  any 
good  man  with  horror.  And  was  I  to  ftand  up  in  a 
congregation,  as  you  did,  and  throw  out  fuch  re- 

•  •     •  # 

proachful  hints  as  thefe  againft  a  fervant  of  God, 
who  I  knew  in  my  confcience  e;cceeded  me  in  expe- 
rience, power,  knowledge,  ufefulnefs,  and  convcr- 
fation,  I  fhould  have  thought  that  I  had  "  made; 
•*  out  a  licence  to  commit  fm,*'  with  a  witnefs.  For 
in  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gofpel,  this  is 
called  "  breaking  the  commandments,  and  teaching 
**  men  fo."  It  is  "hating  a  brother  without  a  caufe, 
"  which  is  nnurdcr."  And  Chrift  fays,  the  man  that 
thus  reprobates  thejuft  is  in  danger  of  bell-fin.  And 
I  will  leave  you  to  judge  who  the  man  is  that  does 
thefc  things.  I  have  been  in  the  miniftry  almoft 
nineteen  years,  and  you  can  prove  no  charge  of  evil 
againft  my  life  or  doftrinc;  nor  could  you  over- 
throw, by  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  one  do^ftrine  that 

1  hold. 
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1  hold,  if  you  was  to  preach  or  write  a  thoAfand  years. 
Nor .  was  I  cycr  once  fo  left  of  God  in  the  whole 
courle  of  my  miniftry,  as  to  deliver  fo  ioconnftenf  a 
Difcourfe  as  this.  If  you  will  lay  aiide  your  preju- 
dice, and  controvert  the  point,  I  will  undertake  to 
prove  to  your  face,  that  there  is  not  one  page  con** 
iiftent  with  the  oracles  of  God  in  it. 

Quot:  *^  Don't  you  think  that  man  preaches  like  a  deviU 
<^  lent  minifter,  that  teaches  men  that  they  may  break 
<*  God's  commandments,  that  breaks  God's  command* 
*^  ments  himfelf,  and  teaches  men  the  fame  ?''. 

Answ.  Thefc  are  the  charges^  but  I  defy  him  to 
bring  one  proof.  This  is  the  good  ncian  that  keepeth 
che  Law,  that  threatens  men  with  pro/ecution  for. a 
libel!  Who  Ihall  vindicate  their  character  and  doc- 
trine,  and  prove  a  falfe  accufer  to  be  what  he  really 
is?  This  is'  an  heavier  charge  than  was  brought 
againft  Paul  i  whofe  accufer&,faicl,, "  We  have  found 
**  this  nian  a  pejiilent  fellow,  and  a  mover  of /edition 
^  among  all  the  Jews  throughout  the  world,  and  a 
**  ringleader  of  tbe/eS  of  the  Nazarenes-,  who  alfo 
^  hath  gone  about  to  propbane  the  Temple:  whom 
'*  we  would  \i2LV^  judged  [or  profecuted  for  a  libel] 
^  according  to  our  law,  but  Captain  Lyfias  took 
*'  him  out  of  our  hands,"  jiffs,  xxiv.  5,  6.— 
But  you  go  on— r 
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QuOT.  ^  We  htn  no  ground  for  repentance,  bat  under 
<«  t  fenCc  of  our  fins,  and  a  feeling  that  our  iins  are  deteft- 
<*  able,  damnable^  and  abominablcir-«7i&/;f  «  vwt  wiO 

Aksw.    Repentance  is  not  of  the  mil  of  man. 
Sir;  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flelb,  but  of  GocL   Judas 
felt  his  (ins  detefUMe  and  ianmakk^  and  he  npaiitd 
htmjelfy  and  hanged  bimfelf.    Repentance  is  the  ^m/ 
of  the  Father^  and  the  gift  of  die  Son  $  and  is  pro- 
duced, under  the  operations  of  pardoning  love,  by 
the  Spirit }  and  it  is  refle^ng  with  inward  contrition 
on  the  long  forbearance  of  God,  that  leads  to  it 
Pardon  mud:  be  fealed^  love  felt,  God  muft  appear 
pacified,  {Ezek.  xxxvi.  31.)  and  the  (inner  railed  to 
hope,  before  any  eviHigelical  repentance,  fiich  as 
needs  not  to  be  fepented  of,  .can  take  place.   When 
God  appeared  to  Job,  in  order  to  torn  hf$  captiTity, 
«'  he  abhorred  himfelf,  and  repented*'*    Whep  God 
^^  turned  Ephraim,  and  called  hino  his  dear  foo," 
Ephraim  repented :  and  when  the  prodigal  got  the 
kifs,  the  ring,   and  the  robe,   then  he  mpaxttA. 
Man  is  ncft  driven  to  repentance  by  a  (enle  of  fin, 
but  dra^an  to  it  by  a  fenfe  of  pardon«    When  man's 
mifery;  apd  God*s  mercy  meet  together  on  die  Ibuli 
when  the  felf-defpairing  child  and  die  loving  parent 
meet  i  there  is  repentance!  indeed. 

% 

QuoT.  *^  If  God  has  deanfed  our  hearts  by  bis  HqIjf 
*^  Spirit,  we  flull  feel  an  abhorrence  of -thofe^fins  that  are 
'^  near  to  us;  nay,  the  n^trer  they  are  to  us,  the  more  we 
«  abhor  them.** 

AKSW*- 
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At»w»  What  proof  dp  you  give.  Sir,  of  this  doc* 
trine  being  pradtifed  by  you?  ^^  U  going  to  Greeti^ 
wkb,  UxMdgf,  Briftol^  &c.  &c.  telling  the  people 
that,  if  ev^r  they  admitted  me  into  their  pulpit^ 
<^  yov  would  never  appear  there  any  more/'  doing 
|Jie  work  of  a  peace*m»ker?  or  is  this  abhorring 
evil  ?  Doth  not  envy^  hatred^  and  malice,  againft 
tMy  lie  near  /«  jon^  and  that  without  caufe  ?  And 
can  ^ailiog  the  vileft  names— •fuch  as  you  have  caft 
upon  me~>be  any.  proof  of  an  inward  abhorrence  of 
evil  ?  or  can  fuch  a  difcourfe  as  this  h%  called  the 
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QuoT.  *<  Our  Lprd  t^Iks— >It  does  not  fignify,  fae 
^  preached  the  Gofpel.  I  do  believe  he  preadied  a  great 
^  dead  about  holinefs— ^^  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  de* 
^  ftroy  die  Lmr  or  the  Prophttt."    HtMf'mU  t$mt  u  i» 

Answ.  I  cannot  think  that  the  Devil  would  wifh 
to  deftroy  the  Law  which  God  has  given  to  mep^ 
if  he  had  it  in  his  power  ^  for,  had  there  been  no 
Law  in  Paradife^  Satan  could  not  have  tempted  our 
parents  to  a  tranfgreflion  of  it}  for  where  there  is  no 
Law^  there  can  be  no  tranfgrelHon.  He  took  an 
advantage  of  the  Law^  and  tempted  .C04i  breaeb  of 
it  I  at  which  breach  Sin  and  Satan  came  in^  and  toojc 
poflTdfion  of  the  difobedientj  and  they  have  workdl 
in  the  children  of  diibbedi^nce  ever  fince.  It  is  tl^tf* 
fjm,  Sir^  that  delivers  the  finner  to  the  Ju^e^  as^ 
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the  Judge  delivers  him  to  the  Officer^  to  be  caft  into 
prifon.  The  Officer  could  have  no  prifoners  to 
wreak  his  rage  upon,  if  there  were  no  Law  to  curfe 
the  finner.  Satan  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf. 
Tboft  prcachcFs  who  oppoled  Paul's  GoFpel  with 
Circumcifion  and  the  Law  of  Mofes,  are  exprefslf 
called  Satan's  own  minifters  transformed^  i  Cof .  xi. 
14,  15.  The  Galatians,  who  turned  their  b^ks 
upon  Chrift)  and  went  to  the  Law  to  be  made  per- 
fect by  the  flclh,  are  declared  to  be  hewitcbed ;  and 
we  know  that  all  witchcraft  comes  from  Satan.  AH 
the  finners  that  ever  this  trading  Jujtice  has  got  into 
his  difmal  cave,  have  died  under  the  Law ;  and  all 
the  flaves  that  Satan  ever  has  loft,  have  been  de- 
livered from  the  Law,  and  faved  from  fm  and  hell> 
by  the  Grace  of  God  revealed  in  the  everlafting 
Gofpeh  The  Saviour  did  preach  up  beJinefs.  He 
pronounced  the  blefling  of  Juftification  upon  his 
cledt  followers,  which  abfolved  and  acquitted  them 
from  all  penal  evil :  "  Now  ye  are  clean  through 
**  the  word  that  I  have  fpokrn  unto  you."  He 
gave  them  notice  that  he  would  cleanfe  them  from 
all  future  defilement  by  his  blood  and  Spirit,  which 
he  fignificd  by  wafhing  their  feet  j  and  he  promifed 
to  fend  the  "  Holy  Ghoft  to  abide  with  them  for 
'*  ever,  ^nd  bid  them  abide  in  him  as  the  branch 
**  docs  in  the  vine  j  and  that  fuch  fouls  (hould  bring 
*'  forth  much  fruit :  but  without  him  they  could  do 
"  nothing/'    But  the  holinefs  preached* up  in  this 
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Sermoii  h^  little  or*  no  refemblance  of  this.  -  Let 
us  now  fee  how  you  preach  it  up. 

QyOT.  *^  If  you  cannot  ftand  behind  your  counter  un- 
^  der  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit)  ftand  there  no 
*^  more;  if  you  cannot  eat  your  food  with  a  fingle  eye  to 
^^  glorify  Xjody  rather  ftarve  than  feed ;  if  you  cannot  lie 
*^  down  upon  your  beds  to  reft  with  a^defire  that  (by  your 
*^  reft)  you  ihay  be  recruited  to  ferve  God^  rdft  no  more.'* 

Answ.  If  none  but  fuch  perfons  as  are  here  de- 
fcnhtd  9f CTt  to  Jiand  behind  a  counter,  there  would 
not  be  (hopkeepers  enough  in  all  the  world  to  ferve 
the  inhabitants  of  London,  fo  as  for  every  one  to  get 
one  article  in  a  week  ;  and  were  none  but  fuch  pcr- 
fons  to  eat,  as  you  defcribe,  the  world  would  be  thin 
enough  of  inhabitants  in  fix  weeks.  From  all  felf* 
murders  and  from  fudden  deaths  good  Lord^  de* 
liver  us ! 

QtToT.  ^*  Though  a  man,  in  his  carnal,  unconverted 
*^  ftate,  will  hardly  keephimfelf  from  anger  ^  yet  he  can 
^*  eafify  hep  himfel/frem  murder." 

Answ.  That  a  man  can  effilj  keep  himjelf  from 
murder,  appears  plain  by  HazaeL  Elifha  told  him, 
that  he  fhould  **  flay  the  young  men  of  IfracI,  dalh 
"  their  children,  and  rip  up,  their  women  with 
**  child:"  who  anfwered — "  Is  thy  fervant  a  dog, 
•^  that  he  Ihould  do  thi?  great  thing?'*  And  the 
next  day  he  killed  his  own  fovcreign  ^  and  foon  after 
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afted  all  the  teft  of  the  fatoody  tragedy^  fl  KlMp, 
Chap.  8.  To  make  men  their  own  keepers  is  a  poor 
doftrine:  they  are  better  kept  that  God  keepeth. 

QyOT*  ^  People^  if  they  art  ever  (o  v/Zr,  am  kap  tbem^ 
*  fihis  ftook  outward  adions  $  and  generally  i$y  for  fear 
^  of  the  confequences  that  attend  them.  The  thieviih 
^  man  may  keep  bimfelf  from  thtevifli  adions  through  fear 
^*  of  punifhmeht.  Man  may  reftrain  himlelf  from  many 
^  outward  aCb  of  violence*** 

Answ.  This  doftrine  of  /e^-knping^  Sir^  has  a 
teadenqr  to  keep  men  from  looking  to  Him  who  is 
<^  called  Jefus»  becaufe  he  ihall  fave  his  people  from 
«*  their  fins."  The  Scriptures  fay,  that "  the  ftrong 
^'  man,  armed,  keeps  pofleifion  of  the  palace  i*  and 
that  ^^  the  Devil  takes  the  finner  captive  at  his  willJ' 
\(  ib,  where  is  the  finner's  power  to  keep  bim/elf, 
if  God  leaves  him  ?  And  furely  we  have  few  €ifpty 
gaols f  maiden-aJiziSf  or  harren  impt^-di^s,  to  prove 
the  truth  of  this  doArine.  '*  Except  the  Lord  keep 
*<  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain:**  and 
if  God  takes  off  his  rellraint,  the  finner  runs  to  mif- 
chiefi  the  fear  of  bell-Jlre  is  not  enough  to  deter 
him»  much  le(s  the  fear  of  a  gallows. 

m 

QpoT.  ^  A  man  may  fubfcribe  to  his  meeting,  and  come 
^  to  his  meeting  i  he  may  pay  his  tithes,  and  go  to  his 
5<  church  i  he  may  go  to  a  fhopi  and  pay  his  debts,''  &c. 

Answ« 
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A»S9r.  I  do  not  sgrcc  with  my  friend  Rowladd 
in  tbefe  aflVitioni.  Providence  muft  have  a  hand  iii 
ait  this.  If  a  man  fubfcribes  to  a  imtting>  God 
muft  give  him  money  and  inclination.  The  gpid 
and  filver  is  the  Lord's,  and  fo  is  a  heart  to  do  good 
therewith.  A  man  cannot  pay  tidies  unlefs  God^ 
enable  him  to  keep  a  farm,  give  him  crops,  and  a 
good  market.  And,  if  he  pays  his  debts,  God's 
providence  muft  favour  him ;  for  Mofes  £iys,  it  is 
God  that  gives  bim  fewer  to  get  wealth.  Read  Deui. 
Chap.  viii. 

* 
QyoT.   *^  Where  I  preach  one  fermon  uppn  Juftifica-  .' 

^  tion,  I  hope  I  ihall  preach  half  a  dozen  upon  SanAifi* 

«<  cacioo.'* 

Answ.  If  you  were  to  preach  twelve  dozen.  Sir,. 
Upon  the  fubjdft,  unlefi  you  are  more  explicit  than 
you  are  in  this,  there  is  not  a  foul  living  that  would 
underftand  your  meaning.  Without  a  diftin&ioo 
to  the  founds,  we  cannot  tell  what  i^  piped  or  harped. 
A  man  may  as  well  preach  upon  Multiplication  aa 
Mortification,  unlefs  he  gives  us  the  explication  oe 
fignification. 

What  I  have  here  quoted  is  pretty  nearly  all  thd 
matter  that  is  drawn  from  the  text.  The  other  parts 
will  hardly  bear  tranfcribing.  **  Smiting  the  empty 
"  fugar-tub,  which  makes  a  famous  fine  found^^StnA-^ 
"  tng  the  cleanly  perfon  into  the  pigs  pound — The 
^  card-player*s  dexterity  at  the  fight  of  fi-iendRow- 
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^^  land— 'And  the  man  in  a  comfortable  fiannc  tumb- 
**  ling  over  the  threfhoid,  drunk,  into  the  meetings" 
(which  I  take  to  be  an  oblique  throw  at  the  comforts 
of  theGofpel) — ai«  things  that  will  not  bear  public 
infpefbion:  and  therefore,  to  let  friend  Rowland 
know  that  I  bear  lighter  upon  his  folly  than  he  docs 
on  my  charaEter^  I  only  touch  them.  But,  if  he 
proceeds  with  his  falfc  charges  and  unjuft  flander, 
I  may  in  time  fend  the  whole  of  them  forth,  and 
my  diflcftion  of  them— yi7r  be  that  fins  openly y  is  to 
he  rebuked  before  all,  that  others  may  fear.  And  I 
alk  farther.  Whether  the  above-mentioned  ftorics 
can  be  called  found  fpeech^  that  cannot  be  condenmedi 
or,  /peaking  as  the  oracles  of  God^  or  doing  the  work 
of  an  evangelifi?  By  no  means.  And  I  think  friend 
Rowland  himfelf  was  aware  of  this ;  otherwife,  why 
ihould  he  threaten  me  with  a  prqfecution  for  a  libely 
but  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  what  he  has  faid  in 
Jecret  would  not  bear  the  boufe-top? 

To  conclude,  friend  Rowland.  Should  you,  at 
any  future  period,  happen  to  come  out  of  any 
llreet  or  lane,  and  unexpectedly  clap  your  eyes 
upon  me,  as  you  once  did  by  St.  Paul's  Church, 
do  not  leap  up  and  run  frotn  me  at  that  diftraded 
rate  you  then  did.  Never  fly,  Sir,  unlefs  you  arc 
purfued.  As  yet  I  do  not  underftand  the  way  in 
which  you  gO;  and,  till  I  do,  you  may  depend 
ypon  it  that  I  never  fhall  become  a  follower  of  you: 
J'he  wifdom  of  the  wife  is  to  underftand  bis  way. 

That 
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That  you  may  difcover  Icfs  pffer^  and  more 
purity ;  leis  beat^  and  more  holinefs ;  that  you  may 
perform  more  good  works,  and  fay  lefs  about  them; 
that  you  may  part  with  your  tea-table  (lories  for 
heavenly  tidings,  and  your  old  wives  fables  for 
Gofpel  doctrines;  that  you  may  found  the  Gofpel 
trumpet  more,  and  your  own  trumpet  lefs — is  the 
defire  and  prayer  of  him  who  frankly  forgives  you 
all  that  is  paft,   and  hopes  to  take  patiently  all 

that's  to  come. 

t* 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 
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Christian  REAdKR, 

X  HOU  art  here  prcfented  with  another 
DUeourfe  on  the  oH  Subjcft  -,  which  I  believe  will 
ever  be  the  controverfy  of  Zion^  as  long  as  (ree« 
born  fons  and  bond^children  are  together.  It  began 
between  Cain  and  Abel;  it  appeared  in  Noah's 
family;  in  Sarah  and  Hagar^  Ilhmael  and  Ifaac; 
'between  Efau  and  Jacob;  between  the  Apoftles  and 
the  Jewith  Scribes;  and  it  will  be  ended  when  the 
lamp  ofibeLaw  (Prov.  vi.  23.)  affords  no  oil  to  the 
foolifh  virgins,  and  when  the  lamp  of  Salvation  will 
burn  (Ifa.  Ixii.  i.)  to  eternity  in  the  hearts  of  the  wife. 
If  my  Reader  be  one  of  Paul's  *'  living  epiftlesj 
^'  known  and  read  of  all  men ;''  on  the  fleflily  tables 
of  whofe  heart  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God  has  written 
the hm^diFaitb^  fRom.  lii.  Tj*)  Truths  (Mal.ii.6.) 
Love^  (Rom.xiii.  10.)  and  Liberty,  (James^i.  15.) 
he  will  know  by  happy  experience  what  Paiil  means 
by  the  Law's  being  aholijbedy  2  Cor.  iii.  13.  He 
will  feel  and  enjoy  the  bleflcd  efFc&s  of  it  in  his  own 
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cx^rience;  by  finding  revealed  wrath,  and  his  carniU 
enmity  i  legal  bondage,  and  fervile  fear ;  the  dread 
of  damnation,  and  a  train  of  tomoents ;  the  galling 
yoke  of  precept,  and  the  terrifying  fentence — ahQ* 
/^i from  his  Yitzri^blotudcut  in  the  Saviour 'aatone- 
inent,  and  banijhed  from  his  foul  by  the  wonderful 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Love^  wbUb  cajletb  out  aU^ 
feafy  and  which  is  the  futfilting  of  the  Law.    Such 
a  ibul,  oncejbnf  up  in  unbelief,  and  now  enlarged  by 
the  Spirit  of  Liberty,  will  prize  the  Saviour's  yoke^ 
jsnd  underftand  the  Apoftle's  meaning,  and  none 
dfe.    Such  a  Ibul  is  delivered  from  the  deftroying 
power  of  the  Ijiw  o/Stn^  and  from  the  penal  power 
of  the  Law  of  Death  :  **  Sin  Ihall  not  have  dominion 
'^  over  you;   for  you  are  not  under  the  Law,  but 
**  under  Grace."    Neverthelcfs,  we  being  born  un- 
der the  Law>  and  Ihut  up  under  it,  and  being  habi- 
tuated to  a  legal  way  of  working  for  life,  we  are 
prone  t6  lean  this  way^  when  we  lofe  fight  of  our 
jntereft  in  Cbrift.    This  Satan  is  aware  of.    Hence 
it  is  that  he  has  furniihed  the  world  and  peftered  the 
church  from  age  to  ^ge  with  minifters  to  revile  the 
Gofpel,  and  cry  Up  the  Law ;  traducing  the  former 
as  a  licentious  doftrine,  and  extolling  the  works  of 
the  latter  a$  confummate  holinefs :  whofe  work  is  to 

r 

beguile  the  unftable^  entangle  the  unwary,  deceive 
the  fimple,  and  call  pajfengers  (back  to  ihe  Law) 
who  go  right  on  their  way.  For  my  own  part,  I  never 
knew  a  child  of  God  yet,  who  ftood  ib  faft  in  hid  li«- 
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bcrcyj  as  never  to  cake  a  fecond  trip  to  Horeb.  Let 
any  one  fimple  foul,  in  his  firft  love,  or  in  the  fweec- 
eft  liberty,  attend  a  legal  orator,  a  man  of  much 
Scripture,  parts,  abilities,  and  fiery  zeal,  but  one 
month,  he  (hall  find  himfelf  zealoufly  affe&ed;  and 
ibon  after,  a  falfe  confidence  Ihall  fpring  up,  and 
Hand  in  the  wifdom  of  man;  a  fiery  zeal  (hall  influ- 
ence him,  to  work  in  his  own  ftrength  he  goes; 
pride  and  felf-fufHciency  follow  upon  it ;  the  Spirit 
is  grieved,  and  ceafes  to  operate  as  a  Comforter; 
narrow  nefs  of  heart  enfues,  and  fenfible  bondage 
follows— although,  all  this  time,  the  poor  (bulmay 
be  ignforant,  and  never  once  fufped  the  per/on  that 
communicated  his  legal  fetters  to  him.  The  Law 
genders  to  bondage,  and  we  are  prone  to  lean  that 
way;  and  the  efieds  of  it  are  a  ftraitened  fpirit,  and 
a  gloomy  countenance,  flamingjealoufy,  and  inward 
anger  and  hatred  at  the  happinefs  of  ^hofe  who  abide 
in  the  fimplicity  of  Chrift,  humble  at  his  feet,  and 
in  comfortable  union  with  him.  A  young  Chriftian, 
jufl-  crawled  out  of  the  Jbellf  will  not  credit  this;  for 
•  fometimts  fuch  are  wifer  than  the  antient.  The  fopl- 
ijh  Galatians  were  wifcr  in  this  point  than  Paul  ibe 
aged.  But,  before  he  has  been  twenty  years  in  the 
fchool  of  Chrift,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he  agrees  with  oic. 
Furthermore,  that  my  Reader  may  not  be  blind- 
folded, confuted,  and  milled,  by  every  perfon  who  in 
a  pulpit  pronounces  the  word  SanSiificationy  I  will 
endeavour  to  drop  a  few  hints  upon  it. 

'  When 
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'  When  God  appointed  the  fivetitb  day  to  be  a  day 
of  reft  for  his  creatufcs,  and  appropriated  it  to  hi* 
fervide,  it^fn^  C2\\tAfan£lifyjngoV\t*  And  God bhjfei^ 
tbefeventb  dayy  andfanEtifi^ditj  Gen.  ij.  3. 

God's  taking  of  th€  firft-born  of  Ifrael  to  himfelf^, 
both  of  man  and  beaft,  when  he  flew  thfc  ftrft-bom  of 
Egypt;  arfd  afterwards  taking  the  Levitcs  into  hij 
fervice,  inftead  of  all  the  firft-born  of  ifrael ;  is  calfcd 
fanSifying  them:  **For  all  the  firft-born  of  the  chil- 
*^  drcn  of  Ifrael  are  mine,  both  man  and  beaft/ — Oti 
"the  day  that  1  fmotethe  firft-born  in  the  land  of 
**  Egypt,  I  fanHified  them  for  myfclf ;  and  i  have 
*•  taken  the  Levites  for  all  the  firft-born  of  the  chil- 
«*  drcn  of  Ifrael/^  Numb,  viii,  17,  18. 

The  day  of  reft  above-mentioned  prefigured  the 
Gofpel  day,  in  which  the  believer  r^fts  from  impious 
rebellion  and  war  with  his  Maker,  from  legal  lohour 
for  life,  and  from  the  intolerable  burden  of  fin;  as  wcH 
as  an  eternal  reft  from  the  indwelling  of  fin  in  keaven: 
■as  h:  is  written,  "  Come  unto  mc  all  ye  that  labouiv 
**  and  are  h^avy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  r^ft. — 
*^  We  that  believe  do  enter  into  reft.'*    And,  witk 

» 

ccfpeft  to  the  heavenly  glory,  Paul  fays,   "  There 
**  remains  a  reft  to  the  pedple  of  God." 

Hht  firft-born  of  beaft  being  fan^ified,  was  intend- 
ed to  point  out  the  grand  Sacrifice  of  Chrift,  who  is 
the  firft-born  of  every  creature^  that  in  all  things  he 
might  have  the  pre-eminence.  Tht  firft-born  of  Ifrael. 
typified  God's  Eleft,  called  the  firft-borny  whofe 
names  are  written  in  heaven.  Tbcfe  being  exchanged 

for 
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for  iht  Leviies,  was  to  fhew  that,  in  ihejdwys  of 
Chrifty  crery  btliever,  Jew  or  Gemile,  Ihoold  be  a 
priejf,  or  a  Leviu,  (Ifa.  Ixvi.  2i,)  jtz,  the  wbok 
Church  z  rcyal pri^ftboed^  (i  Pet.  ii«  9.)  madekioga 
and  prieiis  to  God,  {Rev.  u  6.)  to  offer  up  ipuitual 
iacrificesj  i  Pet.  iu  5. 

Again^  JanSifying^  under  the  Law,  conGftcd  in 
sbftaining  from  wives^  wajbing  ibefiefify  ttu^bimg  tbi 
chatbs^  and  having  ajacrifice  ojiredfor^fins :  which 
lacrifice  pointed  to  the  Sacrifice  of  Chriff  $  and  the 
vafiing  pointed  out  Regeneration,  that  believers  in 
Chrift's  days  fliould  be  iaved  ^  by  the  wafhing  of 
**  n^neration,  apd  die  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft/* 
Wafiiing  tbi  tloatbs  ^pxfied  the  clean  linen  jgamocnts 
of  praife,  of  humility,  and  of  imputed  righteoufiielst 
in  which  the  believer  Ihould  approach  a  Mercy-feat^ 
«nd  minifter  to  God  in  private^  in  bis  family,  and  at 
the  boufe  of  God.  Aifiamng  /rem  mva,  was  to 
Ihew,  that  the  lawful  embraces  of  a  wife  would  be 
]cept  in  their  proper  place ;  and  that  flie  Ihould  be 
ioved  with  a  moder^ttf,  and  not  with  an  tnerdimMe 
aSeftion,  when  the  foul  is  efpoufed  to  Chrift^  and 
-this  to  be  given  up,  wife  and  all,  when  the  worfliip^ 
fervice,  or  caufe  of  God,  required  it:  '^  He  that  Ipv- 
^  eih  wfct  or  children,  better  than.mei  is  not  worthy 
**  of  me  i*'  and  he  that  faid,  ^'  lb4Kve  married  a  wife^ 
*'  and  tbtrefere  I  cannot  cemit*  was  eaccluded  the 
/upper. 

Sanffification^  as  it  refpe^  us,  is,  in  the  bighcft 
fenfe,  God's  z&  of  predcftinating  ut  to  the  adoption 

of 
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.  of Tons  by  Jefus  Chrift,  his  chufing  us  io  him^  jfv- 
pointing  our  cedempcion  by  Ktm^  and  our  meetndCs 
for  glory  by  the  Spirit  chrmigli  htm :  aU  whkh  vas 
4x>mpleac  in  God's  fccret  purpofe^  and  as  fure  to  be 
done  as  he  willed  it  to  be  done;  oo  which  accouoc 

s  we  are  faid  to  be  ^^fanSified  by  God  theFat^er^  [ia 
•*  his  pqrpofe]  frefcrvci  in  Jefus  Cbri/l^  £ia  whom 
''  we  were  chofeo]  and  called,**  by  God»  to  the  SA^ 
lowihip  of  Chrifty  as  our  Covenant  Head ;  as  it  is 
imtten,  To  tbtm  that  arefanaified  by  God  the  Father^ 
frefemod  in  Cbrifi  JefuSj  and  called,  Jude,  i. 

Such  were  the  fowls^  four-footed  beafts»  aii4 
creeping  things,  in  Peter's  fheet;  which  he  jvfuled 

'  to  kill  and  eaty  calling  them  things  contimon  and  un- 
clean; till  the  voice  told  him>  What  God  bath  clea^fed^ 
ibai  call  tbou  w>t  common. 

Again^  SanStficatiou  is  by  the  death  of  Chrift, 
who  by  his  death  blotted  out  the  penal  fum  of"  our 
fins,  magnified  the  Law,  and  appeafed  the  offi^oded 
Majefty  of  Heaven:  in  whofe  death  God  viewed  the 
whole  myftical  body  of  Chrift  redeemed  and  cieanied 
in  their  Heads  who  is  one  with  the  Eledj  wbo,  ly 
bis  one  ofiring,  bat  b  fur  ever  parfeBed  tbem  ihat  are 

JanSified,  Heb.  x*  14.  Thia  was  according  to  the 
predetcfmittate  eom^fel,  fnrpofe,  zndwll,  of  God;  by 
ibe  wbicb  tioill  we  are  JanStifiedy  through  tbt  Bering  of 
the  body  ofje/us  Cbrifi  once  for  all,  Heb.  x.  10. 

Once  more.  San£iification  is  by  the  HolyGhofts 
who  fubdues  the  wHl,  renews  the  mind,  enlightens  the 
voderftanding,  and  fheds  abroad  the  love  of  God  in 

the 


2tXXU        A  WORD  TO  THE  READER; 

the  heart :  That  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might 
he  uceeptdbhy  being  fanliified  by  the  Holy  Ghofi^  Rom» 
XV.  1 6.  All  this  is  willed  and  determined  by  the  fccrct 
counfcl  of  God ;  as  it  is  written.  And  this  is  the  will 
cfGody  even  your  SAfiCTiTiCATios.    i  Theff.  W.  3. 

Laftlf^  That  fuch  an  highly-favoured  foul  fhould 
live,  walk,  and  aft,  becoming  an  objeft  of  God's 
choice,  the  purchafe  of  a  Saviour's  blood,  and  as  a 
living  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  redeemed  from 
among  men,  fet  apart  by  the  Spirit,  and  ordained  for 
heaven,  is  called  walking  in  Sanftification :  Thdl 
every  man  Jhould  know  bow  to  poffefs  his  veffel  in  s  anc- 
TiFiCAxroN  and  honour,  i  TheflT.  iv.  4. 

This  appears  to  me  to  be,  in  (hort^  a  fcriptural 
account  o{  SanSlification^  and  fb  far  I  underftand  it. 
But,  as  to  the  Sanffification  that  mod  men  preach  up 
in  our  days,  I  know  no  more  what  they  mean  by  it, 
than  they  do  who  preach  it, 

Laftly,  Thou  wilt  find.  Reader,  the  Introduftion 
to  this  Sermon  to  be  new^  not  mentioned  when  it  was 
preached;  but  I  was  rather  obligated  to  this  by  ibme 
few  texts  that  have  been  handled  againft<me.  The 
Method  likewife  diHers  from  the  Difcourfe  when  de- 
livered, but  the  Sttbjtance  is  nearly  the  fame.  That 
thou  maycft  read  without  prejudice,  and  profit  bj 
reading,  is  the  defire  of. 

Thine  to  command. 

In  the  Lord  Jesujs  Christ, 

W**.  Huntington^ 
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MATTHEW  V.  17,  iS,  19,  %•. 

THINK  VOT  THAT  1  AM  COMB  TO  DBtTROY  THB  LAW  AND  TH^ 
FBOPUBT$:   I  AM  NOT  COMB  TO  DESTROY^  BUT  TO  FUI.PII..    ' 

FOB  VERILY  I  SAY  SNTO  YOI/,  TILL  HEAVEN  AND  EARTH  PAStf 
ONE  JOT  OR  ONE  TITTLE  SHALL  IN  MO  WISE  PAIS  FROM  THB 
LAW»  TILL  ALL  BE  FULFILLED. 

WSOIOE7EB  THEREFORE  SHAL^  BBBAIC  ONB  OP  THESE  LEAST 
COMMANDMENTS,  ^ND  SHALL  TEACH  MEN  ZO,  HE  SHALL  BB 
CALLED  THE  LEAST  IN  THB  KIHGDOM  OF  HEAVEN:  BUT 
WHOSOEVER  SHALL  DO»  AND  TEACH  THEM»  THE  SAME  SHALL 
BE  CALLED  GREAT  IN^THE  KINGDOM  OP  HEAVEN. 

FOR  I  SAY  UNTO  YOV»  THAT  EXCEPT  YOUR  RI.GHTEOUSNBSS 
SHALL  EXCEED  THE  RIGHTEOUSNBSS  OP  THE  SCRIBES  AND 
FHARISEBS9  YE  SHALL  IN  NO  CASE  ENTER  INTO  THB  XING- 
POM  OP  HBAV£N« 


THIS  text  has  been  no  Ic^  than  d)ree  times 
handled^  or  rather  mangled^  to  knock  your 
humble  Servant  about  the  head^  by  a  certain  Miniftei' ' 
of  theGdfper.    ^ 

When  I  was  difmifled  from  Greenwich  Tabernacle, 
(which  was  done  through  the  Inflrumentallty  of  the 
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above  gentleman,  and  other  holy  men,  who  refufcd  t<S 
0cci3pf:a  pulpit  defiled  fay  .an.  Elcft  Sinnrr)  Iwcoe: 
and  opened  a  place  at  Deptford.  The  good  man» 
previous  to  this,  gave  the  people  a  timely  warnings 
telling  them  to  **  Go,  and  read  the  fifth  chapter  of 
*^  Matthew's  Go^el,  before  they  came  to  hear  me* 
^<  What^  had  nobody  any  braina  till  he  came!"  &c« 
Soon  after  my  opening  the  place  at  Dcptford,  I  went 
to  give  them  a  lefture  on  a  Wcdnefday  evening; 
and  fome  of  my  friends  were  informed  that  the  fiune 
perfon  intended  to  oppoie.  me.  and  my  do&rine  ia 
an  adjacent  meeting-houfe  the  fame  nighty  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  oppofitlon  to  my 
dp£^rine  was.  drawn  from  the  laft  verfc  of  my  text. 
And  fince  thai,  the  fame  text  has  heeurhandled  at 
Hammerfmith;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  Antino* 
mianifm^^as  the  Gofpei  ia  called^^has  received  a 
deadly  blow.:  therefore^  it  h  needful  itbai:  we  ei^^ 
amine  the  text,,  and  fee  wha(  it  fays  ^gi^ft  us.  and 
our  dofh-inr,  and  fo  let  my  Antioomian^fn  appear 
in  public  print,       ,    ' 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  the  Saviour 
afcends  a  certain  mountairi,^and  his  difciples  follow 
h|m;'  aadji.wheo  he  was  featcd,  he  opened  hissoou;!! 
and  taught  thepf ,  This  vf as  done  in  aUufion  to  the 
t^o  mountains,  Si^ai  andf  Gtfr/«i»4  Si«.t9b«a  of : 
Ifrael  were  to  ftand  on  Mount  ^ial,  ta  cude^  and  . 
fm.oo  MPWt  Gtriziati  to  blefej  JD<«/,  »qvU,  19* 

^4  iK.)i9artU<?]r.  j»d  ip  doo^.thc^  ip^^PS  was  to  bo 
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)ttit<M'^oiiDt'G«m»»9  "tod  dierurfe'Upon  MeuiiC 
Bii^ly  DeDtxi.  ±g.  Thde'twotxiotintttosiKFerete 
tcpcdent  Mount  li^Mt  and  Mooht  Zrn^  rFor  £^«4 
fignifyipg  a  epUeSim  vf  vld  age,  or  a  mi^  ij&ii/  tfry^ 
per/iSy  fitly  f^refents  the  bond-diildreny  7^0  aite 
Tn  the  fiefli^  teiUSedt$giiher^^md  ftandtngfitft  m  the 
eld  ^.tim/ under  the  yoke  ofMofes  1  vwhiich^  dt  laft^» 
will  be  lall  Ji/^piy  and  carried  tmsf  as  :whh  :a 
ibod  While  (Seridan  figdifies  pierters^  of  aeUers^ 
and  ikiy  i^srtlents  the  Eleft  in  union  with  tiie  Sa- 
viour^ in  whofe  ftreogdi  they  (peak  like  diev^itriioga 
t{  a  fword,  ^and  whoard  the  Loiil!s  waod*i!Mtttrs^ ,  his 
battte-axe^'ind weapons  of  wit-^  JtrAu  do.\yA!siASog 
in.tbc  fpirftuMl  fighificiition>  here  nre'ihe'firft  Adam 
and  his  hm&f^  aild  the  feeand.  AdaiiQ  ^  hU  fa« 
mily  I  or  the^iidren  df  the  flefh,  and  the  chikircfn 
efGodi  or»  ittotfaeii  words,  tte  bcmfd^^woolto^  and 
the  free-^woman^  Hagar  is,  in  the  figure,  Monilt 
Gioai  in  Arabia,  and  anfwets  to  jeruialem  which,  is^ 
imd.is  in  bondage  with  her  chiklim:  but  the  hea« 
axnly  Jeru&lem  is  (tet^  and  is  the  mother  of  us  all. 
l^aol  fixes  the  curfe  on  Mount  S\ntv-^As  mmy  as 
nn  of  the  WMrh  of  tht  Law  are  tmdir  the  cuxsa* 
And  David  fins  the  biefling  on  Mount  Zion«^ 
Upon  iMauHi  Zfon  bath  Gad  4:omnumdfd  the  iLULSsmo^ 
€Mn  life  frr  ^/POirm^n.  In  allufipn  to  Gerizim,.  jdie 
Sarionr  afcends  this  mounci  and,  kartng  got  his 
Jittfe  church  with  him,  wfaieh  he  hadjuft  founded^ 
Widwhichxhurch  is  to  ftand  to  the  world's  «nd,  he 
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tpctis  hit  mouthy  and  pronounces  the  Uefliflgs  of 
the  eveflaftiag  Gofpel  upon  them:  md,  ta  let  us 
kno^  that  hit  liale  church  was  Mount  Zion,  he 
calls  it  a  city  Jit  m  a  bill  tbat  tannot  be  bid;  whicEi 
iity  is  Zion,  the  city  of  the  Great  Kisg;  and  which 
bill  is  God's  Holy  HiU  of  Ziofi.  The  iity^  the  bilT^ 
and  the  cburcb,  are  one  and  theTame  thing;  and 
upon  that  mount  Chrift  executes  his  Father's  com-' 
mand :  he  pronounces  the  Ueflingi  and  ib  hd.waS 
commanded  to  do.  Foi^  tipin  Mount  Zim  Qoi  torn* 
maniedtbe  Hiffifig^  ^d  let  his  King  upon  that  holy 
hill,  to  bdbw  it.  Moubt  Calvary  was  to  communis 
cate  aU  the  bldfings  of  dying  Love  to  Mount  Zion^ 
and  pregnant  Zion  wa^  to  fpread  her  littte  fiiHs  on 
every  fide  i  white  the  moHbttains  Jbduld  Bring  peace  to 
tbe  fetflty  miibe  little  bills  by  rigbuoujnejs.  '^  There 
<<  &att  be  an  handful  of  com  in  the  earth  upon  the 
^\  top  of  the. mountains:  the  fruit  thereof  ihali 
''  ftake  like  Lebanon/'  Tfahn  baiL  t€.  Heie  is 
the  firft  fulfilment  of  that  prophecy;  here  is  Ghrift^ 
tbe  firft  handful  of  com^  the  firfi fruits  i  and  here  is 
fais  little  churchy  '*  the  firft^fruits  of  bis  creatures.** 
And  as  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,^  when  flraken  with 
the  wind^  fcatter  their  cones^  and  fpieiKi  their  feed^-^ 
by  which  meins  thoufands  of  young  plants  fpring 
up9  under  the  blcQing  of  Providenee^  without  hu« 
man  labour— >fo  this  handful  of  corn,  and  the  fruiti 
of  it^  being  Ihaken  from  the  Mofaic  difpenfacioxH 
and  fcattered  by  perfecutiony  have,  under  the  ftrong 
/'      *  gaks 
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gales  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  fpread  the  wofd  of^ctcrn^d 
life  throughout  the  worlds  while  numerous  young 
plants  of  righteoufnefs  have  fprung  up^  the  rights* 
hand  planting  of  God>  that  he  may  be  glorified* 
But— ^  ^ 

The  Saviour  carefully  defcribes  the  cafe  and  in* 
ward  date  of  thofe  gracious  fouls  upon  whom  his 
bleffings  are  pronounced-^no  randpm  arrows  arje 
difcharged  from  his  bowj  nor  is  any  uncertain 
aruUery  taken  from  his  quiver>  nor  difcharged  by 
his  valiant  men  of  Ifrael  i  for  thoug|i  they  fight, 
they  never  beat  the  air.  He  firft  difcQvers  the 
cafei  and  then  pours  in  the  oiK 

Bl^td  ari  the  poor  injprit^for  tboirf  is  the  King- 
d(m  of  Heaven.  True  fpiritual  poy^tty  ftands  in  a 
))erfoil's  being  mad^  fenfiblf^  under  the  convincing 
and  convi&ing  operations,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  o^ 
Fower^  that  he  is  dtftitute  of  all  true  riches :  he 
has  no  righteoufnefs  to  appear  in  before  God ;  but 
is  miferable  and  entirely  naked^  expofed  to  wrath^  to 
ihame,  and  everlafting  contempt,  unlefs  Divine 
clemency  interfere* 

*<  He  owes  five  hundred  pence,  and  has  nothing 
^^  to  pay  with."  He  owes  obedience  to  the  Law) 
but  has  neither  a  heart  to  it,  nor  ability  for  it«  He 
feels  the  af row  of  fpiritual  famine  i  he  is  in  want, 
hulks  he  cannot  now  fill  his  belly  with«  and  the 
bread  of  life  is  not  as  yet  broken  to  him;  he  feels 
his  need  of  it,  and  hears  of  it,  which  (harpens  his 
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iippedce  after  k.  ^^  How  many  hired  fenrattis  ttof 
^r  father  iiave  bnead  enoMghiaad  to  {pucphutlpendk 
^^withfaungerf '  Norhas  he  got  the  hand  of  Fauli  tp 
»k6i  4uiiifdlf  with,  tberefote  be  cannot .  reodvie 
Chrifty  he  cannot  mix  faith  with  the  word,  he  am- 
not  i^ply  a  promife,  and  faith  aot  being  firong 
^enough  to  attend -Jiis  prayers,  iie  can  bdng.ao 
comfort  bomes  he  faints,  becaafe  he  cannot  b^eve« 

Such  a  jpioor  foul  has  ho  certain  dwelliog-plaoej^ 
he  can  place  ifb  tonfideoce  in  die  flefh,  becauie  of 
ithe  plague  of  his  hearty  -nor  find  any  -reft  in  his 
bones,  becaiife  of  his  fin  i  Mor  oan  he  lee  hrstbul 
iheltered  in  the  deft  of  the  rock^  he  ia  eiepofiri^ 
tfaetempeft,  without  a  corert  $  and  to  the  Horai, 
without  a  hiding^lftoe. 

No*  beggar  ew  to  ragged,  ib  miferable,  'fe  -def- 
dtufte,  fo  deplorable  at  ehe  Af^  iifoAbr,  aa  fucha 
ibul  at  Mertf^  i$or  $  he  is  poor  and  wreidied,  mi* 
lerable,  blind,  and  liaked,  and  he  knows  ft;  and 
what  is  (till  woHe,  he  feds  himfelf  liable  to  eternal 
imprifonment.  This  is  thepoor  and  needy  waa  who 
waits  at  Wifdom's  gate>  and  watches  eirery  motioa 
at  the  pofts  -of  her  door :  he  hears  ^*  fktt  wisdom 
*^  batb  kiUed  her  heafts  and  mingled  ier  wine)^  and 
he  pays  dl  poflible  attention  to  her  maidens^  to  (ee 
if  hts  cafe  is  touched,  his  charafter  deferibedj  or 
his  name  tnduded  when  thty^Mthign^s^ 

This  is  the^^tfr  man  tb/U  ttfetb  intnoHiSi  he  is 

not  tao^roud  to  fa^  though  he  ia  unable  to  d^t 

Aor 
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-jafileDtgnoaiiy  many  a longiag  wifii,  many  a  bitter 
,ci79*maiiyjahumble  coiifeSioo,  is  poured  fetch  in 
the  midft  of  all  untitterable  ihame  and  blvlbiAg« 
:Xhd€  are  the  poor  in  fpirit;  aod^as  it  is  wilh  poor 
lieggar$j  So  k  is  with  fuch,  they  ;ai:e  deipifed^ 
Jcicked  and  cuffed  by  all;  devik^  fiimers^  and  hy* 
.pbcrkes,  itfe  ^al^ays  {we  to  fmhe  fuch.  Neverdic^ 
left,  thefe  ai'e  the  eled  that  cry  day  and  night,  and 
pot  their  moi^tli  in  the  duft,  when  diey:(uefbr  a 
-Jiope  in  Godljitoaercy,  and~ 

Bieffed  artfmb.  To  be  blefled,  in  the firft.  plaoCp 
:is  to:  have  one's  neck  ddiiiered  from  the  legal  yofae 
,-«£  precept,  /tnd  jcuie*s  foul  redeemed  and  dciUvered 
^from;  the  terrible  feotence  of  the  Law.  The  falef- 
ding^aod  the  curie  never  wem  ppt  upon  ooe  and  die 
(feiaoc  mountain,  nor  upon  one  and  the  lame  fofttl, 
-at  one  and  the  fame.  time.  The  fmner  muft  coitKE 
ifkom  Sinaij  before  he  can  get  the  blel&ng  at  Z^Mu 

x2.  It  is  by  faith  that  he  comes^f rom  the  anniftntiett 

.of  death  to  the  promtfe  of  life,  or  pafies,  as^  Cbtift 

tiatA,  from  deatbio  life,  fo  as  to  cpmeiK>^kipi7e  into 

jcondemnatlon.;  fuch  a  believing  fool  is  blefled  with 

faithful  Abraham,   who  obtaiMd  his  blefling  fay 

feith,  when  Jie  faw  the  Saviour's  day  on  Mount 

-Moriah.    Such  an  one  receives  the  promife  of  the 

Spirit  through  faith ;  the  Spirit  of  life,  andtWonl 

-of  life,  come  both  together;  the  word  comes  with 

•power^  in  the  Holy  Glioft  and  much  afluran^,  and 

immediately 
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immediately  union  with  the  living  Vine  and  felloW^^ 
fliip  with  the  living  God  take  place  ^  and  fuch  have 
got  the  bUffing  in  the  beft  fenfe^  and  in  every  fcnft^ 
which  is  LiFB  for  evermori. 

3.  The  whole  clufter  of  blei^ngs  that  attend  the 
hkffingofUfe  now  follow  and  flow  in^  in  all  thdr  fweet«> 
nefsi  a  divine  power  fenfibly  guards  and  keeps  the 
fout^  the  light  of  a  propitious  Father  fhines  in  die 
face  of  Jefus  without  a  cloud  and  widiout  a  frown^ 
which  draws  us  nigh^  and  encourages  to  an  hxAj 
freedom  and  familiarity;  while  pardoning^  hunw 
bling,  and,  comforting  grace^  heals  the  wounds^  doles 
the  breaches,  and  poliflies  out  all  the  icars  and 
wrinkles  made  by  the  fiery  Law^  Sin,  and  Satan; 
while  the  countenance  of  God  fhines  upon  the 
heart)  and  the  way^  when  reconciliation^  friendihip 
and  peace,  flow  like  a  riveo  and .  drive  infidelity, 
devil  and  mifery,  all  before  them.  This,  fays  Jeho- 
vah, is  my  blefling.  ^'  The  Lord  blefs  thee  and 
**  keep  thee :  The  Lord  make  his  face  (hine  upon 
^^  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee :  The  Lord  lift 
*'  up  his  countenance  upon  thecj  and  give  thee 
•*  peace."  Numb.  vi.  24,  25,  a6.  Blefled  arc 
the  poor  in  fpirit-^ 

For  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  ^  Poverty  of 
fpirit  goes-  before,  to  empty  us  of  ielf  1  to  fap  the 
empire  of  Sin  and  Satan;  to  prepare  the  way^  and 
make  room.  The  kingdom  follows  after,  and  is 
fee  up  and  eftabliflied  on  the  ruins  of  the  former. 

The 
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The  poor  foul  coatcs  out  of  the  ftrorig  hold  of 
Satan  before  he  is  crowned  with  grace:  for,  as. the 
Wife  Man  faith,  "out  of  prlfon  he  cometh  to 
*^  reign  ,•  whereas  he  that  is  hm  in  bis  kingdom  le* 
•*  Cometh  foovy'  Ecclef.  iv«  14.  Even  the  crowned 
bead  muft  become  poor  in  Jpirity  if  he  be  faved;  or 
poor  and  wretched  to  all  eternity,  if  he  be  loft^ 
Spiritual  poverty  humbles  the  finner's  proud  fpirit^ 
diflblvcs  his  ftubbornnefs,  and  reduces  him  to  a 
lowfy  mind  and  child-like  difpofition:  which  i$ 
needful;  for  Cbrift  declares,  that  who/oever  Jhall 
not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  cbild^  be 
Jball  not  enter  tbirein* 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  (ift)  fignJfies  the 
Gofpel,  with  all  it's  bleflings,  promifes,  and  power* 
Hence  it  is  called  the  Gofpel  of  the  Kingdom;  and 
preaching  it  is  called  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God« 
Hence  a  perfon  who  is  blefled  with*  a  favoury, 
un&uous  experience  of  the  power  of  the  Gofpel^ 
and  who  is  enlightened  into  the.myfteries  of  it,  is 
called  '^  a  fcribe  inftruAed  unto  the  kingdom  of 
•^  Heaven/* 

2«  The  Kingdond  of  Heaven  figniiies  the  empire 
of  Grace  in  the  faints  of  God ;  where  Satan  is  de^ 
throned  and  caftout,  and  a  fuperionpower  put  forth 
and  difplayed ;  which,  Chriil  fays,  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  within  us;  that  as  fin  has  reigned  unto  death 
by  Adam's  fallj  fo  grace  (hould  reign  unto  life, 
througli  the  righ<-eoufnefs  of  Chrkt^   . 

This 
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This  kingdom  within  us  ftands  not  in  wtit^ 
trhich  a  fool  may  prate;  nor  in  particular  ihcat  and 
drink)  which  thePhatifce  may  ufci  nor  iniMatand 
drink  which  a  Papift  may  refufe;  but  in  a  divine 
power  which  none  but  God^s  eled  know«  It  ftaod% 
ift>  in  juftificationi  idly^  in  reconciliatiofi  and 
friendfhipi  3dly9  in  regenerationi  4thly)  in  the 
unutterable  happinefs  and  holy  triumphs  of  the  find 
under  the  Saviour's  fceptrei  and>  5thly^  in  the  hz* 
bitual  and  perpetual  indwelling  and  abiding  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft*  ^e  kingdom  of  God  is  rigbtewjiiifii 
fiace^  and  joy  in  fke  Holy  Gbofi. 

fiut  fometimes  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  means 
tittimate  glory^  which  was  prepared  for  thti  ded 
from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  and  which  it  is 
Cod*s  good  pleafure  to  give  us^  and  into  which  the 
Saviour  will  one  day  introduce  us.  WhetheTj  tlieie« 
fore,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  means  the  Gofpel,  die 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom  i  or  whether  it  means 
Grace>  or  whether  it  means  Gloryi  the  poor  in  fpirit 
are  heirs  of  itj  to  them  it  is  given  to  know  the  myi^ 
tcrieS)  and  to  them  God  will  give  grace  and  g^orjr*. 
^^  Blefled  are  the  poor  in  fpirit,  for  theh-s  is  the 
♦'  kingdom  of  heaven.*^ 

Blijfed  are  tbey  that  i9i(y«^if«>--under  a  fight  and 
fenfe  of  their  own  fin  and  finful  ftate;  fenfibk<^ 
their  rebellion  againft  a  good  and  gracious  Godi 
who  look  at  the  Saviour  whom  they  have  pierced, 
and  mourn  with  inward  regret  and  contrition,  wick 
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iel&defpair,  felf-abhorrence,  and  felf-loathing^;  and 
who  mourn  at  the  abominations  of  a  finful  worlds 
and  at  the  dreadful  infults  that  are  hourly  offered  to 
the  Majefty  of  Heaven,  ^bey  Jhall  be  cmforted  i 
their  mourning  fhall  be  turned  into  rejoicing;  their 
f^ckcloth  (hall  be  put  ofF^  and  they  fhall  be  girded 
with  gl^dnefs :  ^*  Beauty  (hall  be  given  for  aflies^ 
^'  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  th?  garment  of 
*^  pnwfe  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs/* 

The  tepdernefs,  the  aSeftion,  the  loy alty^  of  {uch 
a.piousmourner,  Ihallbemademanifeft;  andafenib- 
of  eveiiafting  love  fhed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  tho' 
Spirit^  (ball  fatisfy  fuch  a  foul  of  the  approbation  of 
H^aven«    Enlargeitient  of  heart   and  unutterably 
love^  faith  in  exercife  and  hope  in  vigour,  heavenly 
fmilcs  and  pregnant  promifes^  immortal  fen(acions^ 
and  glorious  profpefts,  inward  feelings  and  diftanc 
views,  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  and  the  coming  of\ 
Titusy  (hall  all  confpire  together  to  make  fuch  afoul 
^*  drink,  and  forget  his  poverty,  and  remember  his* 
**  mifery  no  more,— Thine  anger  is  turned  away^ 
*^  and  thou  comforteft  me« — His  anger  endureth 
'*  but  a  moment:  in  his  favour  is  life;  weeping. 
^\  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  comedo  in  the . 
*^  morning.— BlefTed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they 
**  (hall  be  comforted.*'    That  blefTed  Spirit  that 
convinces  them  of  finj  (hall  he  their  everlaitipg 
CQn^rter% 
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Blejfed  are  the  meek.    Not  fuch  as  arc  naturalljr 
fe,  or  thofe  iwhoie  paflTions  are  foon  touched,  and 
cafily  moved,  and  upon  which  the  empty  orator 
plays  his  accurfed  game :  for  flefhly  meeknels,  or 
pative  companion  and  pity/ has  nothing  but  flefii 
and  blood  in  view,  and  is  often  attended  with  hatred 
to  God;  it  favours  not  the  things  of  God,  but  thofe 
that  be  of  men.     The  Arminian  may  have  this, 
while  the  worfl  of  war  againf^  God  is  carried  on  in 
the  heart.    This  is  not  what  is  meant  in  my  text. 
**  That  which  is  born  of  the  flcfli,  is  flelh. — Cor- 
•^  ruption  cannot  inherit  incorrupt  ion/*      Natural 
afieAions  are  corrupt,  and  Ui  is  all  meeknefs  tha( 
flows  ^  from  them.     Nor  does  this  meeknefs  cohfift 
in  a  fe^r  ciocodile  tears,  fuch  as  Efau  might  pour 
forth,  or  fuch  as  thofe  fhed  who  howled  upon  their 
beds,   and  yet   affembled    by   troops  in    harlots 
houfes.    The  meeknefs  here  meant  is  a  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  \   and  is  produced  under  his  operation,  when 
he  has  convinced  thefinner,  convifted  him,  brought 
bim  in  guilty  by  the  word  of  God,  flopped  his 
mouth,  and  made  him  tremble.    It  is  felt  when  the 
finner  ceafes  to  kick,  to  murmur,  to  complain^  to 
refift,  and  to  rebel;  when  the  heart  is  broken,  and  til 
human  efforts  are  found  to  be  ufelefs;  when  the 
finner's  ftrength  is  all  ^ne,  and  *^  he  is  ftill,  and 
*^  knows  that  the  Lord  he  is  God  ;*'   when  the  foul 
is  religned,  fubmiflive,  and  lies  pafHve,  viewing  the 
jdftice  of  God,  and  confcffing  the  juftice  of  the  ftn- 
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tencci  fenfibk  it  can  urge  po  plea  in  it's  own  behalf, 
nor  majcc  any  reply  againft  the  expe£ted  execution. 
This  is  real  tneeknefs  and  quietude.  Cooie  life, 
come  deaths  come  heaven,  or  come  hell,  fuch  a  foul 
appears  as  if  he  fhquld  no  more  refift.  The  Saviour, 
who  was  meeH  and  lowly— -and  of  whom  we  ar«  all 
to  legrn,  exercifed  this  grace  in  the  higheft,  when  he 
faidy  ^'  Not  my  will,  but  thine,  be  done.'^  This  is 
the  lad  ftage  at  which  the  awakened  (inner  arrives 
before  the  blefling  comes.  This  brings  him  ienfibly 
into  the  way  of  life.  '*  The  meelf  wil)  he  guide  in 
♦*  judgment,  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way.'*  With 
ii)eekpefs  the  ingrafted  word  is  received;  and  a 
meek  and  quiet  fpiriti  in  the  fight  of  God,  is  of 
great  price.  But  this  meeknefs  is  of  the  Spirit  of 
God»  {GaU  V.  23 . )  ^t  frf/fit  of  tie  Spirit  is  meeknefs^ 
temperance.  This  grace  corner  with  the  Spirit  from 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Saviour,  and  is  called  his.  i  Cor* 
X.  I .  /  bejeecb  you  iy  the  meeknefs  of  Cbrift.  It  is  a 
grace  exercifed  toward  him,  under  his  hand,  and  in 
his  caufe;  and  is  always  attended  with  felf-diflike, 
with  lowlinefs  of  mind^  and  wit)i  quiet^d^  of  heartt 
BJefled  are  the  meek—? 

For  tbtf  fhall  inherit  the  earthy  Not  the  prcfcnt 
earth,  as  it  now  (lands,  for  this  is  given  into  the  hand 
cf  the  wicked^  (Job,  ix.  24.) — but  rather  the  new 
heaven,  and  the  new  earthy  wherein  dwelleth  righte- 
cufnefs^  and  no  wickedncis ;  or  righteous  men,  and 
ho  linner?.      This  is  the  heavenly  country  th^t 

Abrahaoi 
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Abraham  fought^  ibt  land  which  is   'wry  fdr  ^ 
where  the  King  is  to  be  fcen  in  all  his  beauty, 

Bhjfd  are  they  which  do  hunger  ofid  fhirfi  after 
i4gbte&ufnefs.     The  finncr  that  hungers  after  rlghcc- 
eufnefs^   is  fenCble  that  he  has  none  of  his  own ; 
he  is  condemned  on  every  hand  for  the  want  of 
jightcoufnefs  5  if  he  reads  the  Law,  it  condemns 
him  for  his  tranfgrefTiorrs;  if  be  rea<^s  the  Gofpcl, 
he  is  condemned  becaufe  he  cannot  believe;  if  he 
looks  to  Confcicnce,  it  aecufes  him  of  unrighrcoaf- 
ncls.     He  condemns  himfclf  in  every  tbing  he 
does',  if  be  hears  the  word,   he  is  condemned  in 
the  congregation  of  the  rtghteotis,  and  he  knows 
and  feds,  that  the  unrighteous  cannot  enter  the 
kingdom.     The  ientence  of  condemnation  awakens 
a  whole  troop  of  terrors  agaioft  him ;  and  icrvile 
fear,  wfth  a  train  of  tofments,  attend  him;  Moics, 
Satan,  and  Conicience,  accufe  him,  and  he  has  00 
fighteoufnefs  to  anfwcr  for  him»    His  nakedneis, 
guilt,  and  fbame,  confound  him ;  and  the  droughts 
and  terrible  apprehehfions  of  appearing  before  God, 
angels,  and  faints,  in  fuch  a  predicament,  in  the 
great  and  terrible  day,  diftraA  him,    Thcfc  dread- 
ful views,  fenfations,  and  expectations,  make  him 
hunger,  thirft,  and  pant,  for  righteoufiiefs,  as  the 
chacedhart  for  the  water-brook ;  for  he  knows  be 
muft  periih  without  it,   and  he  cannot  reft  till  he 
has  it*     And  blefied  arc  fuch  hungry  fouls,  for  they 

ihall  moft  furely-p--^ 
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Bi filled.  Not  with  their  own  righteoufncfs — ^for 
human  performances  can  never  fatisfy  the  capacious 
defires  of  an  immortal  foul,  which  are  kindled  by 
the  Spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  burn- 
ing— for  he  cannot  ftand  before  a  divine  law9 
without  a  divine  righteoufhei^.  '^  ManViriiqui-* 
tics  zrt  infinite,^*  (Job,  xxii.  5.)  **  commit* 
ted  againft  an  infinite  Being,"  (Ffalm  cxlvii.  5.) 
and  he  that  redeems  and  juftifies,  muft  be  an  infi« 
ni'te  perfon.  The  Saviour's  obedience  to  the  Law« 
and  not  the  (inner's  own,  is  that  in  which  he  mud  be 
found,  if  ever  he  appears  righteous.  The  dignity 
of  die  perfon  that  obeyed  in  the  finner's  room, 
makes  his  obedience  of  infinite  value;  '^  He 
•'  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  yet 
^  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  became 
*'  obedient;"  and  by  the  obedience  of  this  Holy 
One  ihallmany  be  made  righteous  :wich  this  righte-- 
oufnefs  God  is  well  pleafed  1  this  he  accepted  on 
our  accounts  the  Qofpel  reveals  it  as  the  righte^ 
oufneis  of  God;  God  brings  it  near,  and  imputes  it; 
Faith  puts  it  on;  and  the  Spirit  lets  us  know  it  is 
done^  and  bears  his  witnefs  to  the  glorious  work* 
We  arc  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  oar  God.  This  righteoufnefs^  and 
only  this,  can  ///  the  foul,  as  the  text  fays. 
When  this  change  of  raiment  is  put  on,  Satan 
flculks  ofF,  filled  with  the  furious  rebukes  of  God,lik,i$ 
a  betrayed,  malicious  villain,  as  he  isj  Mofes,  with 
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Iits  acoifiitions^  vanifiies^  and  is  loft  in  the  ^orioo 
vifion,  and  we  koow  not  wbac  k  become  of  lum  ^ 
and  being  fo  taken  up  wicb  the  King  ca  Us  iiouif^ 
we  neither  aflc^  nor  wifli  to  know  where  he  died^ 
nor  where  he  was  bwied  i  Jduft  is  ail  in  all^  and  a( 
fuch  times  he  leaves  no  room  for  aaotbefi  Th^ 
righeeouihefs  enables  the  finner  to  lift  up  Ilia  bead 
to  God>  and  to  look  Confcience  out  of  cooacc* 
nanc^i  yea,^  to  look  to  the  day  of  jadgmeoit  with 
eeleftial  triumph,  mer^  rejpkii^  sgainjt  ju^meish 
The  fiery  Law  appears  quenched  in  a  Savionrls 
blood,  and  the  everlafting  Gofpel  fliines  iike  a 
millim  funs.  '^  Surely  the  light  of  the  moon 
^  (hall  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  Ej^ht  of 
^  the  ftto  IhaU  ht/evifrfpld,  as  die  light  €^Jnm 
^  dofs^,  i»  the  day  that  the  Lord  Unditb  0^  ibi 
^  breach  of  bis  people f  and  beAtb  tbefircke  of  4beir 
^  woundJ"^  Ifat.'  xxx,  ^6^  What  poor,  patched*' 
up,  pitiful  lanfey-'woolfef  garments  of  rt^teou^ 
nefs,  do  thofe  preachers  bring  fofth»  wh^.  art 
ftrangers  Co  the  King^ii  wardrobe  1--^'^  a  bgd^tm 
^  Jhore  for  a  weary  foul  to  fefi  on,  and  f 
**  eovering  too  narrow  for  a  foul  convinced  of  irt 
•*  nakednefs  to  wrap  itfcJf  in.**  Ifai,  xkvih^  a& 
JBbuls  once  enrobed  with  the  reyal  nmxnt  of 
needle-work,  will  never  fetch  their  apparel  Imk 
Rag-fairi.  for  the  nakednefs  and  beggary  of  luck 
l^eachers  appear  eonfpicuous  enough  (to  finife 
thut  cn&ghtened)  in  all  they  fay,  in  sdl  ibey  4%^ 


THS  BV£RLA$TING   COSMtt.  If 

tm  all  they  preach*  and  in  all  thejr  write  i  nont 
coret  theit*  ftatt^  or  envy  their  happioefs^  tut 
fo^ts  and  blind. 

Blefid  are   the  merciful^  for.  tb^  JbaU  vb/m 
m^rcf.   Not  the  mercy  of  carnal  men  i$  mtintyfot 
ibe  tiOfUr  mercUs  ^  ihe  wicked  are  cruel  %   and 
though  finners  love  finners,  and  give  to  flnner^ 
jtt  they  have  not  the  ncward  of  eternal  inheptance 
&€  that  I  it  is  not  done  to  the  leall  of  Chrift's  bre^ 
thven^  and  fo  it  is  not  done  to  hjm*    Natural  meit» 
by  dieir  liberal  ads^  may  procure  a  fort  'of  co'emo- 
Dial  confecration  on  what  they  have  ^  as  the  £la<- 
ridur  faid  to  the  Pharifees>   '^  Give  alms  of  fuch 
^  things  as  ye  have^  and  behold  all  things  are 
*»  clean  unto  you."   But  "  though  this  righteouf- 
*^  ncfs  may  profit  the  fons  of  med*  what  does  fuch 
«  a  peribn  give  to  God?"  Job^  xxsy.  7,  8.    Thefc 
things  can  neither  merits    nor  procure  the  fure 
mercies  of  Daiad~-they  come  without  any  procure 
ing  cauie  in  man^  beGdes*  whatfoever  is  not  of 
faithy  is  fin ;  aiid  without  faith  it  is  impoffibk  to 
fdeafe  God^  much  iefs  merit  at  his  hands*    More* 
over^  thefe  bleifings  are  pronounced  on  the  difciples 
of  Chriftj  who  believed  in  him,  and  followed  faim^ 
and  who  themfelvcs  bad  obtained  mercy  fo  to  do« 
Merciful  men,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  are 
righteous  perfons  and  heirs  of  Heaven « ^^Tberighte* 
''  ous  perifli>  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none 
'*  c^fidering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  from  the 
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**  evil  to  come— they  (hall  enter  into  peace/'  Ifai. 
Ivii.  I,  2.  Thefe  difciples  were  chofen  in  Chrift^ 
and  given  to  him ;  God  had  blefled  them  in  him, 
and  fent  him  to  blefs  them*  and  he  was  .now  about 
it.  As  they  had  obtained  mercy^  to  make  them 
merciful,  he  blefled  the  merciful,  'and  promifed 
that  they  (hould  obtain  more  mercy — which  they 
would  '^  want  to  help  them  in  every  time  of 
**  need:*'  As  Paul  fays,  "  Having  obtabed  mercy, 
*'  I  continue  to  this  day."  A  merciful  man  is 
merciful  to  the  (buls  of  men — ^which  he  fliews  in 
praying  for  them,  warning  them,  holding  forth 
the  word  of  life  clearly  and  unadulterated  to  them, 
and  declaring  faithfully  the  whole  counfel  of  God; 
"  which  is  fowing  to  ourfelves  in  righteoufnefs, 
"  and  reaping  in  mercy."  Such  a  fubjed  of 
divine  mercy  feels  for  troubled  fouls,  fympathizes 
with  them,  fuccours  them,  and  bears  a  part  of  their 
burdens,  gives  them  wholefome  advice  and  counfel, 
and  anoints  them  with  frelh  oil  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord — whereas  a  gracelefs  (inner,  an  empty  profef- 
^or,  or  a  legal  preacher,  is  nothing  but  a  banea 
wildernefs,  or  a  phyfician  of  no  value. 

God's  fovereign. mercy  is  the  fure  mercies  of 
David,  which  God  gave  to  Jefus  the  fon  of  David, 
that  he  might  communicate  the  fame  to  the  whole 
houihold  of  David,  which  is  his  own  church — 
and'when  this  mercy  is,  beftowed  on  m^n,  it  nukes 
diem  merciful  men.    This  mercy  appears  in  God's 
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nvealinghis  Son  in  us,  and  uniting  us  to  hifti :  "  But 
**  God,  who  isrich  in  mtrcyy  for  his  great  love  where-' 
**  with  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in 
•*  fin,  hath , quickened  us  together  with  Chrift.'* 
I c  appears  in  the  gift  of  the  Spirit :  "  Of  his;  own 
**  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing  of  regenjcra-^ 
^  tion,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy.Ghoft/'  .  Such 
fouls  having  ohtaintd.mercfy  they  faint  not,  either  in 
preaching  mercy,  or  in  fliewing  mercy,  either  to 
the  bodies  or  fouls  of  men,  though  they  meet  with 
much  oppofition  in  it,  and  cruel  treatment  for  \u 
«*  Bleffed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  Jhall  obtain 
**  mercy ;"  not  only  to  help  them  in  every,  time  of 
need,  while  in  a  militant  ftatCi  but  fuch  Jhall  find 
mercy  of  ibe  Lord  in  that  great  day.  2  Tim. 
h  18. 

Bleffed  are  the  pure  in  heart.  This  purity  of 
heart  is,'  not  the  external  varnifh  of  a  Piurifee,  nor 
the  beaded  perfeAion  of  an  hypocrite,  nor  the 
empty  dream  of  the  carnally  fecure ;  for  though 
they  ZTtpure^  yet  it  is  only  in  their  o^»  eyes^  not 
being  wajhed  from  their  filtbinefs^  Prov.xxx.i2. 
Nor  is  it  the  double  portion  of  fandity  that  thofe 
claim,  ^^  Who  fay  ^  Standby  tbyf elf  come  not  near  to 
"  mcy  for  I  am  holier  than  thouJ'  Thcfe  pious 
fouls  are  a  f moke  in  God's  nofe,  and  afire  that  bumetb 
all  the  day  J  IQl,  Ixv.  c.  !N]or  does  it  confift  in  the 
final  deflrudion  or  entire  removal  of  the.  inbeing 
of  fin— *^  For  who  can  fay,  I  have  made  my  heart 
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^  dean,  iam  f  tire  from  tnyfinV^  Yttn.  xx.  9.   Nor 
is  it  to  be  found  in  thofe  who  by  a  litde  decent 
carriage,  and  conformity  to  the  letter  of  the  Law^ 
aim  at  purity.    ^^  For  they  ^zl/an&ify  tbmfihts^ 
^^  and  they  that  fwify  fbemfehes^  ftall  both  be 
^f  confbmed  together,"  Ifai.  Ixvi.  17.    This  purity 
tf  heart  ftands  in  having  the  heart  fprinkled  finm  an 
etfil  ccn/eienfe,  and  that  by  the  ilood  cf  fprintUng^ 
which  fycaks  pardcm,   peace,  and  reconciliatioaj 
^bich  art  better  things  than  that  ofAbel^    Such  an 
one,  and  only  fuch,  '^  eait  Jeroe  G^d  xviib  a  pure 
^*  eonfdenee*'^   2  Tim.  i.  3.     It  il  the  faith  of 
God-s    Eleft  that   firft   applies  the   atonemetft, 
and  ever  after  has  recourfe  to  that  fountain  iq 
every  time  of  need^   no^  only  to  wafti  the  feet, 
but  alio  the  hands  and  the  head,  from  all  the  jmper<- 
fe&ions,  failings,  infirmitiesj  ihort-coiflinga,  Jkc 
ftc.  that  cleave  to  our  beft  performances,  ^^  for  in 
^  many  things  we  ofibnd  all/'  Tb$s  God  purifies  eur 
hearts  by  feith^  Afts,  xv.  9.    Men  who  are  defthufe 
of  this  faith,  and  who  never  received  this  atone* 
ment,   are  as  deftitute  of  internal  purity   as  the 
prince  of  devils.    <^  Unto  the  pure  all  things  a(9 
^*  pure,  but  unto  them  that  are  defiled  and  unbe- 
*'  lieving  is  nothing  pure^  but  even  their  mind  and 
«*  confcience  is  defiled,"  Titus,  t,  15.    The  man 
whofe  fins  are  forgiven  him,  and  whofe  confcience 
h  purged  fi-om  guilt  and  dead  works,  who  is  r9» 
newed  by  the  Spirit,  who  is  a  believer  in  Jefus, 

and 
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liolds  faft  tkc  truth  of  the  Gofpd  as  it  is  in 
^^irift,  is  the  man/i!#/  holds  themjfiny  of  Faith  n 
^  pure  ^tmfeiimep  i  Tim.  iii.  9.  Thefe  are  the 
^  pc<q>k  to  whom  tbe  Lord  turi\s  a  pure  laa* 
"^  fgatngt^*  (Zech.  iiu  9.5  and  fuch  **  bring  to  the 
^  Ljord  a  pure  oScnng^*'  Md^  uii. 

pQfiiy  of  heart  ftaads  in  fogndfids>  integritjr^ 
conftmcf)  and  fincericjr;  being  purged  by  the 
6|Mritj  and  in  die  fi^rnaccj  from  the  dtofs  and  tin  of 
lelf-righfieoufnefs>  lelf^  fufficiencj,  deceit^  guikt 
^rafcinefs,  hypocrify,  and  diflimulation.  <^  I  will 
*^  purify  ihim  asfilver  is  purified^  and  try  them  as 
^^  g^Id  is  tried ;  I  will  take  away  all  their  drois  and 
^<  tin>  and  make  a  M^n  more  precious  than  tbt 
•*  golden  wedge  of  Opbir.**  Such  9  foul  hate$  d<t 
cciCs  and  loves  fiocerity^  and  ^  he  |hat  loyeth  fure-^ 
^^  nefs  of  hearU  &nd  hath  grace  in  hi3  lip9>  th4 
^  King  (hall  be  his  friend^'^  ?rov*  xjcii.  1 1  •  And  iq 
it  (eems;  for  thus  faith  |iie  King»«~Ble0Bbd  ar9  ibf 
fute  in  heart-^ 

For  tbey  fiall  fee  Cod^  ^  He  that  caufed  the 
^  light  tQ  fhioe  out  of  darknefs^  hath  fhined  into  our 
^'  hearts,  to  give  us  th^  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
*^  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jcfiis  Chrift.-* 
This  is  no  left  thw feeing  him  txdfo  is  invtfihle  i  it  t% 
feeing  him  in  his  own  rays,  by  faith»  who  is  invifible 
to  moital  iighc*  But  the  text  means  that  fuch  fouU* 
(hall  not  be  Separated .  or  banilhed  from  Qod  an4 
\(i%  preftace  \  but  they  ihall  fee  him  with  accept- 
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anceV  and  with  approbation^  as  their  dear  and  ever*. 
lifting  Father.  *'  In  that  day,  /  Jbali  Jbew  ycu 
plainly  of  the  Fatber^^  you  (hall  fee  his  face  with*^ 
out  a  cloud,  and  Isear  his  voice  without  a  pro>« 
verb/'  The  text  means  an  eternal  abiding  with 
him^  *'  in  whofe  favour  is  life,  in  whdfe  preicoce 
^^  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whofe  right-band  tst  pica* 
*^  furcs  for  evermore."  It  means  further,  a  pcr- 
itGc  deliverance  from  the  remains  of  the  ^i  'aeil^ 
the  napkin,  and  the  weeds  that  are  at  prefent  wrapped 
about  our  heart  and  head,  which  too  often 
blindfold  and  hoodwink  us;  and,  when  we  creep 
out  of  the  dark  regions,  we  go  blinking  and  iiod- 
ding  like  an  owl  in  the  fun,  being  not  able  to  bear 
the  light:  "  For  we  know  but  in  part,  and  pn>- 
'^  phefy  in  part;  we  look  through  a  glafs  darkly;" 
but  in  that  day  the  glafs  will  give  way  to  the  face^i 
we  Iball  not  wrap  our  face  in  a  mantle,  nor  will 
God  dwell  in  thick  darknefs :  the  vail  will  he  reni 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom\  and  '^  then  ihall  the 
•*  righteous  fliine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  glory  of 
*«  their  Father's  kingdom,  for  ever  and  ever;  wc 
*^  ihall  then  fee  as  we  are  feen,  and  know  as  we  are 
*^  known/*  The  winding-Iheet  and  the  napkin 
(hall  both  be  left  in  the  tomb ;  and  mortality,  with 
all  her  rags  and  tatters,  be  fwallowed  up  of  life, 
and  Immortality  be  all  in  all.  Blejed  are  the  pure 
in  heart,  for  they  /hall  fee  God. 
Blejfed  are  the  peaee-mahers.    Feacc-makers  muft 

have 
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have  peace  in  poflefllon ;  they  muft  be  fons  of  Peace 
before  they  can  make  peace.  An  unbeliever  is  a 
very  improper  perfon  to  (land  in  the  gap,  or  make 
vp  a  breach,  either  between  Chrift  and  his  children; 
or  between  faint  and  faint ;  for  he  is  an  eiicmy  to  both 
parties,  anrl,  can  never  wi(h  well  to  either,  Wc 
may  fay  of  fuch  peace-makers,  as  Jebu  faid  of  the 
Ion  of  witchcraft,  "  What  haft  thou  to  do  with 
«'  peace  ?  Get  thee  behind  me."  Peace  flows  from 
the  counfel  of  Heaven  :   "  For  mercy  and  truth  met 

^^  together,  right eoujnefs  and  feace  kijfed  each  ather^ 
in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  when  he  undertook  to  fatisfy 
righteoujnefsy  fulfil  and  honour  truth,  open  a  way 
for  mercy,  and  make  pace  by  the  blood  of  his 
crois. 

Peace  prcfuppofes  a  war  fubfifting  between  two 
parties,  and  is  brought  about  by  the  interpofition 
of  a  middle  perfon,  who  appears  in  the  charafter  of 
a  Mediator  J  and  this  Mediator  is  Chrift,  who  fuf- 
fered  the  fword  of  Juftice  to  be  fheathed  in  his  own 
heart,  that  peace  between  God  and  cleft  finners 
might  be  proclaimed  upon  honourable  and  ever- 
lafting  termStf 

To  this  peace  we  were  predcftinated  and  ordained 
from  eternity ;  on  which  account  we  are  called 
fons  of  Peace,  before  peace  is  revealed  to  us.  **  Into 
^'  whatfoever  houfe  ye  cntcF;  fay.  Peace  be  to  this 
«  houfc  I  and  if  the /^«  of  Peace  be  l\itxt,  your  peace 
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^'  ihall  come  upon  it ;  if  nor^  it  ihaU  turn  to  yoa 
^  again/' 

Fcace^  in  the  revelation  of  it  to  the  finner*s  hearty 
is  the  eStdt  of  pardon  and  juftification;  as  it  ia 
written,  **  Thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee,  go  in  peace.-^ 
*'  And  being  juftificd  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
*^  God/*  And  it  is  called  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
and  is  produced  under  his  operation,  as  foon  as  die 
foul  is  fealcd  to  the  day  of  redemptionf  The  mao^ 
therefore,  that  is  a  ftranger  to  the  pardon  of  his  fin^ 
tht  juftificacion  of  his  perfon,  and  the  myftejy  of 
faith,  cannot  be  either  a  peace- poflcflbr  or  a  peace* 
maker;  for  the  way  of  peace  be  has  never  known.  A 
peace-maker  is  one  who  is  authorized  and  commiC- 
fioned  by  the  high  Court  of  Heaven,  as  an  ambaf* 
fador  of  the  King  of  kings,  to  proclaim  peace  in 
the  name  of  his  rightful  Sbvereign,  between  the 
Mod  High  God  and  the  children. of  men.  Which 
blefllng  of  peace  flows  from  the  everiailing  love  o£ 
God,  as  the  efficient  caufci  from  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  as  the  procuring  caufe;  and  by  the  Spirit 
into  the  finner*s  heart,  hy  faitb^  as  the  apj^icatory 
hand,  or  inftrumental  caufe.  ^*  Beautiful  upon  the 
*^  mountains,**  and  blefled  for  ever  are  fuch  peace-^ 
makers. 

'Every  child  of  God  is  commiOioned  to  make  and 
keep  peace,  but  his  comtniflion  authorizes  him  not 
to  proclaim  peace  between  the  world  and  the  church. 
•*  Clinft  canie  not  to  fend  peace  here,  but  a  fword 
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^  ftiid  a  fire;"  aor  between  Satan  and  the  Church. 
Chrift  hath  na  concord  with  Belial^  nor  yet  between 
the  old  nnan  and  the  newj  in  a  child  of  God  (by  Bjfn-^ 
If/s per/e^ioni)  for  thefe  arc  to  war  together;  the  one 
is  to  be  put  off*,  and  the  other  put  on  to  the  end*  Nor 
are  they  to  proclaim  peace  between  faints  and  hypo- 
crites, for  this  is  not  taking forib  thsvikfrcm  the /precis 
PUS  I  but  to  proclaim,  enforce^  and  endeavour  to  main* 
tain  peace  between  Chrift  and  his  familyi  and  be- 
tween the  children  of  God,  is,  and  ever  is  to  be^ 
the  honeft  endeavour  of  a  ion  of  Peaces  and  fack 
peace-makers,  and  only  fuch,  are  t)leflred«    And-r^ 

thr^  Jball  be  ealltd  the  children  of  God.  And  la 
they  are  called,  and  acknowledged  to  be,  by  thofe 
who  are  partakers  of  adopting  grace ;  an(i  children 
of  Go(}  they  really  are,  though  profeflbrs  often  caH 
them  by  another  name.  But  no  uninfpired  perfoiij 
Ho  unbeliever,  can,  with  certainty,  be  ealkd  "  a 
**  child  of  God/*  Chrift  commiflions  no  man  to 
tell  lyes^  nor  to  call  them  God's  children  that  are 
pot  fo. 

Bleffed  are  they  which  are  ferfecuted  fpr  righteeuf^ 
pefsfake.  Not  to  get  a  righteo^ifnef^,  but  for  the 
fake  of  one  already  got.  Perfecution,  in  thehigheft 
fenfe,  is  the  Devil  in  the  heart  of  a  rebel,  oppofing 
Chrift  in  the  heart  of  a  faint.  Abel  was  periecuted 
for  rigbteoufnefs  fake,  or  becaufe  Qod  had  accepted 
Abel's  perfon,  and  gave  witnefs  of  it,  teftifying  of 
his  gifc ;  whilp  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wiched  ^m^ 

not 
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;iot  being  accepted,  nor  his  offering,  Jkw  bim^  hc^ 
caufe  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 
righteous  9  or  becaufe  God  had  given  the  one  faith, 
and  not  the  other ;  and  becaufe  the  work  of  faith 
was  accepted,  and  the  work  of  the  flelh  rejc&ed. 
A  perfon  is  perfecuted  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  when 
God  has  given  him,  by  the  Spirit,  the  word  «/ 
righUQufnefsy  and  fent  him  to  preach  it  s  as  he  did  to 
Noah,  in  whom,  jind  by  whom,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
ftrove  with  the  wicked  Antediluvians,  whofe  fouls 
arc  now  in  prifon^  (i  Peter,  iii.  19.)  till  Godfaid, 
**  My  Spirit  ihall  not  always  ftrivc  with  man." 
Soon  after,  God  brought  in  the  flood  upon  the 
world  of  the  ungodly,  andjavtd  Noab^  a  preacher  ef 
righteoufnefs.     He  muft  be  in  a  juftificd  ftate,  who, 
in  the  fenfe  of  the  text,  is  perfecuted  for  righteouf- 
nefs fake.     If  impoftors,  ipfidels,   or  hypocrites, 
bring  a  perfecution  upon  themfclves,  it  is  rather  a 
being  buffeted  for  their  bypocrifjy  than  being  perfe- 
cuted for  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  and  it  is  often  Icen,  • 
that  fuch  go  back  again,  with  humble  fubmiflion, 
to  the  Devil  and  the  world;  and,  to  atone  for  their 
pad:  offences,  commit  all  uncleannefs  with  greeci- 
nefs.     Pcrfons,  therefore,  that  are  juftified  by  faith, 
and  live  in  good  confcience ;  who  vindicate  the 
honour  of  a^  righteous  God,  and  reprove  unrigh- 
teous and  wicked  men  ;  who  profefs,  or  preach,  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith,  and  oppofe  errors  advanced; 
^nd  who  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  ^  and 
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whofe  c6ndu6t  and  converfation  in  the  ^y6rld  is  juft 
and  Upright  before  God,  and  before  menj  thefc  arc 
the  perfons  that  are  perfecutcd  for  righteoufnefs 
fakcy  and  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blejfed  are  ye  whenvnen  Jhall  revile  you,  and  per '^ 

Jecuteyou^and  jhalljay  all  manner  of  evil  againftyo» 

f^ff^bt  f^^  ^y  J^^^*    Reviling  a  perfon*s  name  and 

charaAer^  his  writings,  preaching,  religion,  or  piro'* 

felfipn,  without  any  juft  charge  of  ignorance,  error, 

hypocrify,  or  immorality,  is  reviling  him  falfcly* 

Oppofmg  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  refitting,  gainfaying, 

or  endeavouring  to  hinder  his  ufefulnefs  in  the  work 

of  God,  is  perfecuting  him.     Calling  him  an  Ahti<- 

nomian,  a  bad  fpirit,  a  licentious  perfon,  and  aa 

encourager  of  fin,  >vithout  either  ground  or  prdof. 

Is  fpeaking  evil  againft  him  falfely — and  that  for 

Chrift'sfake. 

•  R^oice,  and  he  exceeding  glad;  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven.  The  Saviour  knew  thefe  things 
would  not  always  be  found  eafy  to  flelh  and  blood, 
therefore  tells  us  to  rejoice  that  he  counts  us  worthy 
to  fufFer  reproach  and  (hame  for  his  name;  and  in 
that  we  are  honoured  in  being  employed  in  the 
Lord's  fervice,  and  in  fighting  the  Lord's  battles. 
Furthermore  it  fhew^,  that  fuch  a  foul  is  tolerably 
found  in  the  faith,  ^nd  pretty  well  purged  from 
ihe  f|)irit  of  the  world,  and  from  the  community 
of  it,  as  they  fo  deteft  him;  which  is  mattec  of  re- 
joicing, for  many  legal  profeiibrs  and  hypocrites 

arc 
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are  icnfibfe  that  they  wane  cbis  teft.  Mcrtibvi^ 
the  feprbitch  that  falls  on  us^  for  Chrift'a  fakc^  k 
ibi  refTMcb  of  Cbr\^  himfelf :  it  falls  on  the  oksh 
bers  for  the  ikke  of  the  head.    And— 

GruU  is  ibe  ravard  of  righteous  ptribnSi  fuficr* 
iflg  wrongfully  for  righteoufnefs  fake;  for  God  is 
their  portion,  glory  their  crown,  and  hearen  itfdf 
their  home,  and  their  reward  of  inheritance* 

F$rj4  pajecutid  thty  ihe  pnpbits  thai  were  befen 
yoM.  They  fufiered  reproach  and  periecudon  who 
flawed  before  of  the  coming  of  the  Juft  One;  and 
they  fhare  the  fame  who  embrace  him  that  is  comc« 
The  Sariour,  therefore,  kis  the  reward  againfl:  per^ 
fccution,  to  counterbalance  it ;  that  light  afflidionsi 
which  are  but  for  a  moment,  may  appear  as  no* 
thing,  when  compared  to  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory. 

Te  are  ibe /ah  ef  the  earth.  Salt  is  emblematical 
wf  fpecial  grace*  **  Have  fait  in  youHelves,  and 
*'  have  peace  one  with  another/'  Mark  iz.  50. 
And  to  Ihew  that  the  grace  of  God  is  needftil  ifi 
etery  branch  of  God's  iervice  and  worihip,  God 
fays.  With  all  thine  offerings  tbcu  Jbalt  cffer  J^% 
Lev«  ii.  f  J.  .  Grace  is  needful  in  chriftian  convcr- 
fation,  or  no  grace  can  be  communicated  by  it* 
•*  Let  your  fpcech  be  feafoned  with  fait.'*  Cel.  tf* 
(•  Salt  is  a  penetrable  article!  and  fo  is  grace  \  it 
will  penetrate  into  a  hard  heaft,  a  ftublxHn  wiN^ 
and  Ibofi  ftop  a  raging  putrefaftiojif  and  heal  a 
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Ibathibtne  difcafe.  TJf  /?r^  /i&^  /ali  of  the  ear^. 
•*  All  flclh  hath  corrupted  it's  way  j  but  I  have  fca- 
^  Ibned  you/*  The  Spirit,  and  grace  of  God,  arc  in 
yoti,  and  you  are  to  feafon  others. 

But  if  tbi  /alt  bath  lofi  it's  favour^  ibberfwitb 
JbaU  it  b€  Jolted ?  But  if  your  ntiniftry,  company^ 
and  converfation>  hath  loft:  all  it*s  favour  with  grace- 
Icfe  profcffors,  or  earthly-minded  men,  fo  that 
they  relilh  not  the  things  that  be  of  God^  howJhaU 
the  iortb  he  Jaltid?  What  elfe  can  prefcrve  them 
horn  becoming  a  fttnk>  in  the  noftrils  of  Goci  ? 
Nothing.  And  fo  it  appeared  when  the  Romi(b 
arniy  laid  them  in  heaps,  as  dung  upon  the  earth  ; 
the  fait  was  all  gathered  out,  and  the  ilink  of  thei^ 
camps  and  their  carcafes  foon  went  up.         i 

It  is  tbene^fortb  good  for  nothing.  It  is  good  fof 
nothing  in  the  judgment  of  hardened  and  impe- 
nitent finners;  it  profits  them  nothing;  but  is  a 
favour  of  death  unto  death:  they  mock  at  f>,  and 
their  hands  are  made  Jhrong^,  it  leaves  them  without 
a  cloak  for  their  fin  \  in  their  efteem  it  is  good  for  .' 
nothing  but  to  be  caft  out;  they  caft  the  apoftlet 
,  out  of  the  fynagogue,  and  broke  the  pleafing  bonds 
of  the  Everlafiing  Covenant  afunder,  and  caft  then" 
cords  from  them,  and  fo  judged  thcntfelves  un- 
worthy of  eternal  life.    And  at  laft  the  fait— 

JFas  trodden  under  foot  of  men.  They  trampled 
«n  the  blood  of  the  Everhfting  Covenant,  on  tho 
miniftiy  of  Divine  Grace^  and  on  the  Church  of  thai 

living 
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-.living  God  ;  and  therefore  the  Saviour  trampled 
them  in  his  fury,  and  left  them  without  help,  ro 
tread,  by  themfclves,  the  wine-prcfs  of  the  wrath  of 
Almighty  God. 

Tc  are  the  light  of  the  world.  Yc  are  Mount 
Zion,  the  porfeftion  of  beauty,  out  of  which  God 
will  fhinc,  *^  In  you  hath  he  fet  a  tabernacle  for 
"  his  Sun,  which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of 
•*  his  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  ftrong  man  to  run 
**  a  race."  The  Spirit  of  Illumination  is  in  you; 
and  it  will  ever  Ihine  through  you,  and  make  you 
burning  and  fliining  lights f  "  yea,  a  flaniing  fire:*' 
and  from  you  the  light  (hall  Ihine  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  nothing  fiall  he  hid  from  the  heat  thereof 

A  city  that  is  fet  on  an  bill  cannot  be  hid.  It's 
fmoke,  lights,  lamps,  towers,  and  walls,  aje  ften  at 
a  great  diftance.  '^  And  upon  Mount  Zion,  and 
•«  on  all  her  aflemblics,  Ihall  be  z  fmoke  by^  day» 

•  <*  and  the  burning  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night,  I 
**  am  your  wall  of  falvation,  your  high  tower,  and 
**  your  fortrefs :  and  I  will  make  you  as  a  tower 

/^  and  a  fortrefs  *,  yea,^s  an  iron  pillar,  and  a  brazen 
••  wall.**  And  the  Lamp  of  Salvation,  in  the  hand 
of  your  faith,  (hall  enlighten  thoufands  into  the 
ways  of  Zion,  who  Ihall  fee  her  glory,  privileges, 
and  beautiful  fituation  ^  and  both  *^  ftrangers  and 
**  foreigners  (hall  become  felfow-citizens  of  it/* 

Neither  do  men  light  a  candle^  and  put  it  under  0 
hujbely  but  on  a  candlejlick.    I  have  not  enlightened 

you 
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you  into  the  knowledge  of  your  own  hearts^  and 
into  the  myfteries  of  my  kingdon!i,  that  yo^u  (faould 
be  hid  rn  obfcurity ;  or  dbnceal  that  wifdom^  know- 
ledgi?,  and  undcrftandihg,  that  I  have  given  you» 
No:  I  Ihaii  ifaortly  raife  up  many  churches;  and, 
us  fo  xoany  xanJlefiicks,  I  (hall  place  you  as  h  manjr 
candles  on  thenit  that  you  may  give  light  unto  all 
chat  are  of  my  houfhold. 

Let  your  light  fo  Jbine  before  men.  All  that  I  have 
laid  to  yoU)  in  fecret^  proclaim  upon  the  houfe* 
fop.  I  have  made  manifeft  the  counfels  of  your 
hearty  and  by  your  niiniftry  the  dioughts  of  many 
hearts  IhaU  be  revealed :  they  (hall  fee,  as  in  a  glais» 
their  loft  eftate^  their  fins  in  then*  true  tolourSj  their 
need  of  a  deipiied  Saviour ;  ai^  they  fhall  fee  hint 
as  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
ipeaketh  in  you ;  and  I,  who  am  your  everlafting 
light,  your  God,  and  your  glory,  will  fliine  in  you^ 
and  fliine  out  by  you.  **  Let  your  light  fo  ihine 
«*  before  men*' — 

That  tb(y  may  fee  your  ^ood  works.  The  office  of 
a  Bifhop,  or  a  Paftbr,  is  a  good  work.  Magnify 
your  office,  and  make  full  proof  of  your  miniftry. 
Evangelizing  fouls  by  my.unduous  Spirit,  is  a  good 
work  on  them ;  and  communicating  grace  to  their 
hearts, .  is  a  good  vfork  in  them.  Freely  ye  have  re^ 
ceived — ^freely  give.  Heal  the  fick,  and  caft  out 
devils ;  "which  are  good  deeds  done  to  impotent  folks. 
Converted  fouls  fliall  be. the  fruit  of  yow  miniftry« 

C  "I  have 
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'^  I  have  chofen  you,  and  ordained  you,  diat  ymt 
^^  Ihould  go  and  bring  forth  fnnt  $  and  'your  fruit 
<'  ihall  remain.'!  It  iball  remain  to  the  world^s 
end :  '*  For  when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  he  fliall 
"  fiadfaifb  on  the  earth/*^  The  Pharifccs/tfj,  and 
do  not ;  but  youmuft  dc,  aiid  not /aj.  *^  Let  them 
«(  SEE  your  ^ood  wovks^**  Sound  not  your  own 
trumpeti.  as  the  hypocrites  do :  a  good  workman 
will  Tia^e  trumpeters  enough. 

jfnd  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  hewven.  By 
proclaiming  his  eternal  and  matchlef»  love  in  the 
gift  of  his  Son  -,  by  making  known  his  fecret  pur- 
pofes,  gracCj  and  good- will  to  men  ;^  by  celebrating 
his  high  praiies,  and  by*  provoking  others  to  love 
hhriy  and  to  da  the  fame ;  by  a&ribing  all  falvatioa 
to  hiVn ;  By  faith  in  him,  love  to  him>  and  by  thank- 
ing him,  bleffing  him,  worfhipping  hioi,  praifing 
him,  and  adoring  him;  and  by  a  life,  walk,  and 
converfation,  that  is  honourable  to  him,  and  well 
becoming  you  as  the  children  of  fuch  a  benign 
Parent. 

Hitherto  the  Saviour  has  bden  ipeaking  to  bis 
difciples  and  faithful  followers ;  which  appears  evi* 
dent  by  the  many  blcffings  that  he  pronounced  on 
them,  whofe  blefllngs  never  fly  at  random.  Nor 
can  it  be  fuppofcd  that  he  would  call  Scribes^  Pha- 
riiees,  and  hypocrites,  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
the  fait  of  the  earth;  for  fuch  are  rather  the  fcum 
wd  the  dregs  of  it.  All  that  has  been  faid  is  ap- 
plicable 
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plicable  to  the  children  of  God^  and  to  none  elle. 
Now  come  in  the  words  of  my  text ;  in  which  the 
Saviour  ftems  to  direA  his  difcourfe  to  the  multi- 
tude>  who  had  been  hearing  doArines  whieh  they 
never  heard  before^ .  and  might  wonder  that  they 
heard  nothing  about  the  Law :  therefore^  the  Sa- 
viour feems  to  addrefs  this  to  them^  but  not  to  the 
cxclufion  of  his  faithful  followers—' 

Tbink  not  that  I  am  come  to  defiroy  the  Law.  I 
am  not  come  to  pull  down  it's  fandion,  or  it's  au- 
thority. I  am  not  come  to  fet  it  afide,  repeal  it's 
force^  aboliih  it^  make  it  void,  or  blot  it  out,  {in 
any  of  the  following  fenfes.)  Were  I  to  do  this,  mine 
ElcA  would  have  no  fcboolmajler,  the  bond-fervant 
would  have  no  rule,  the  finner  no  tranfgrejion,  the 
Judge  no  fentence,  and  the  ^ungodly  no  damnation. 

Firft,  'The  Law  fhall  ever  Hand  as  a  fchoolmafler 
to  mine  Eleft,  to  fhew  them,  and  make  them  feel 
their  need  of  me.  They  fhall  learn  of  the  Father^ 
and  telieve  Mojes^s  writings  too ;  and  then  they  fhall 
eome  unto  me^  and  believe  my  words.  They  fhall 
come  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all  in  the  Law ;  and  then 
to  the  Mediator  of  ^e  New  Covenant,  revealed  in 
the  GofpeL  They  fhall  hear  my  Father's  voice  in 
tht  fecret  place  of  thunder ;  and  then,  with  their  face 
wrapt  in  their  mantle,  they  fhall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Turtle:  and  fo  go  from  death  to  life,  from  Sinai 
to  Zion,  from  wrath  to  come  to  Grace  revealed. 
The  Law  fhall  kill  them,  and  I  will  quicken  them  i 

C  a  the 
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the  Law  ihall  ^wound  i;hem;  and  I  will  hjtal  them  $ 

the  Law  iball  divorce  them^  and  I  will  marry  them* 

The  yo^e  of  the  Law  ihall  make  my  yoke  defirable. 

This  Ihall  be  the  good  and  lawful  ufe  of  the  Law^ 

and  this  ufe  of  it  Ihall  never  be  fet  aikl|e>  made  void, 

done  away;  or  abolifhed. 

Secondly^  The  Law,  written  by  tht  finger  of  God, 

and  the   copy  of  it  on  the  hearts  of  Heathens, 

ihall  ever  remain  in  full  force,  as  the  only  and  eternal 

rule  of  lifi  and  right eoafnefs^  to  all  the  reprobate,  to 

every  bond-child,  vain-jangler^  proud  doer,  ielf« 

righteous,  felf-fufficient,  and,  independent  Phariiee. 

''  Whatfoever  the  Law  faith,  tep  it  be  what  it  will, 

''  it  (hall  fay  it  to  them  that  are  under  the  Law.'^ 

All  that  work  for  life  there,  the  reward  Jball  not  bt 

reckoned  of  Grace,  hut  of  debt,  Rom.  iv.  4.    The 

Mafter  will  exa6t  of  the  fervant  a  perfeft  taik,  a  per* 

petual  courfe  of  unerring,  unfinning  obedience. 

As  a  ju(t  and  immutable  creditor,  God  will  demand 

the  total  fum  of  all  the  fpodefs  and  pprfeft  worlds 

that  the  Law  requires.    The  reward  fiall  neper  h$ 

reckoned  of  Grace,  but  of  debt.    No  Surety,  or  Me- 

diator^  ihall  be  found  in  |he  Qld  Covenant,    The 

bond'fl^ve  that  rejeds  my  Grace,  fhall  pay  his  own 

debt;  and,  .if  he  fails  but  in  one  pointy  he  (hall  find 

the  (trength  of  (in  to  be  the  Law:  it  (hall  bind  him 

over,  and  deliver  him  to  the  Judges  *^  and  he  iSiall 

**  be  caft  into  prifon.    And  verily  I,  fay  unto  you, 

*^  he  ihall  never  come  out  thence  till  he  hath  paid 

(c  the 
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••'  the  verjr  laft  mite.*'  T^  rf^^z  ^^  down  tntofilente 
cannot' hape  for  thy  truth. ^  If  God  fpar^s  riot  his  in- 
nocent Son  in  his  fultfty-undcrtaking,  will  he  fpare 
the  guilty?  No;  hfe-will  not  fpart  ill  the  day  of 
vengeance.  If  the  'LzH  durfcitf  the?  Pkriing  of  Hea- 
ven for  ff adding  in  the  finner's  ihoes^  fhall  the 
enemy  of  God'anti-all  rightebufnefs  efcape?  If  God 
awakes  His  fW^  agatiift  hi^  own  Fellow,  fhall  it 
not  be  bathed  ih  wrath,  and  come  down  to  judg- 
ment on  thcf  people  of  hii  curie  ?  IJa.  xxxiv.  5* 
The'  Law,  as  the  Maftcr'^s  Will,  arid  the  bond-fer- 
vant's  rule,  tfiall  ncVtr  be  dorieaway.  "  Think 
*'  not  that  I'am  come  to  deftroy  the  Law.** 

Thirdly,  The  Law  is  the  great  Creditor's  hani^ 
writings  his-  covenant,  and  his  teftimony,  whicfh 
contains  alt  that  he  ordains  hirbond-fervants  ta  do; 
and,  ai  an  band'^Jthritiifg^  it  ftall  exhibit  the  penal 
debc-of  cndlcfs  fufFcring,  whfich  the  firmer  owes  to 
Divine  Jiiftice  for  the  numberlefs  breaches  of  every 
precept  of  it.  As  a  broken  covenant,  it  (hall  bind 
them  over;  and,  as  the  Mafter's  teftimony,  it  fhall 
ever  teftify  their  numberlefs  tranfgrcffioni,  and  be  a 
witncfs  againft  them.  Their  worm  ftiall  not  die ; 
and  the  wrath  that  is  kindled  in  tht  Jury  Law  fliall 
bum  to  the  loweft  hell,  as  a  fire  that  never  Ihall  be 
quenched.  To  the  enemies  of  my  Grace;  who  die 
in  their  fins,  this  band^writing  fl>aU  never  be  blotted 
out,  (Cdofif.  ii.  4.)  but  exhibit,  as  a  cloud,  their 
tr-anfgreffions^  and  as  a  thick  cloud  their  crimfqn 
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fins.  And,  in  this  fenfe,  it  Ihall  never  be  cancelled 
or  repealed ;  it  ihall  never  be  niitigatedt  abrogated> 
difannuUed^  done  away,  made  void,  or  abolilhed. 
y  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy  the  Law." 

Fourthly,  I  am  not  come  to  deftroy  the  condeam- 
ing  authority,  or  to  mitigate  the  rigour,  of  the  Law. 
It  is  an  eternal  Law,  and  Ihall  remain  in  full  force, 
as  it  ever  did :  for  although  I  (hall  keep  my  court 
at  Zion,  reign  in  love,  and  fway  my  righteous  fceptre 
over  my  own  children  $  and,  as  King  of  Grace,  on  a 
throne  of  grace  difplay  my  mercy  there  to  all  who 
efcape  the  ftorm,  and  fly  for  (belter  thither  i  yet  I 
have  prepared  my  throne  for  judgment.  All  judg* 
ment  is  committed  unto  me :  I  am  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead  $  and,  as  a  righteous  Judge,  I  (hall 
^^  condemn  the  wicked,  and  bring  his  wickednefs 
^*  on  his  own  head;  and  juftify  the  righteous,  to  give 
'^  him  according  to  his  righteoufnefs/'  As  Judge 
of  quick  and  dead,  I  fhall  bring  forth  the  Book  of 
Life,  and  the  Book  of  the  Law :  the  quick^  and  tbofe 
who  died  in  the  faith,  ihall  be  judged  by  the  Book 
of  Life,  {Riv.  XX.  12.)  and  the  dead  by  the  Law 
of  Death,  Rom*  ii.  la.  The  children  of  the  free* 
woman  ihall  be  judged  by  the  Law  of  Hbertj^ 
(James,  i.  12.)  and  the  bond-children  by  tbpXtfEi; 
^f  Works.  They  that  fin  in  the  Law,  ihall  be  judged 
by  the  Law.  The  manifold  wijdom  of  God  fliall  be 
unfolded  to  pcrfeftion  on  the  one  hand,  {Epbef.  iii. 
10.)  4nd  the  roll  of  lamentation^  mournings  and^woe^ 

on 
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tMi  the  other»  Ezek.  iu  lo.  The  tlej/ing  Ihall  be 
pronounced  frpm  the  firft,  and  the  fur/e  frQin  the 
fccond:  "  Come,  ye  blefied  of  my  Father,  enter  into 
^^  .the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundia- 
^'  tton  of  the  world. — Go,  ye  curfcd,  into  eyerlafting 
*^  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels/'  And 
the  one  Ihall  go  away  into  everlailing  punifhment, 

Iwt  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. rThink  not 

thsLt  I  fm  come  to  deftrpy  the  Law — 

Or  the  Prcphis.  I  am  not  come  tx»  prore  the 
prophets  liars,  or  to  make  their  predidions  void. 
1  (hall  neither  oppofe  their  writings^  concradid  their 
aflertions,  nor  let  one  prediction  noted  in  the  Scrip-* 
tpres  of  truth  ever  fail  of  it's  full  accomplifliment : 
thexhiog$  therein  writteaihallbe  accomplifhed  inme« 
The  faichfulnefs  of  God  in  his  word  ihall  never  fail^ 
his  veracity  (hall  never  fall  to  the  ground  ^  the  hope 
of  Ifrael  (hall  never  be  loft,  nor  their  expeftations 
be  ever  c^  off.  I  am  not  come  /^  dejroy  tbc 
prophets'^ 

But  to  fnlJiL  xAll  that  has  ever  been  written  in 
the  Law,  the  Prophet^,  or  the  Pfalms,  concerning 
me^  fliall  have  a  fulfilling  end.  All  that  is  faid  of 
my  birth,  and  of  my  life ;  of  my  mean  appearance, 
and  mighty  power;  of  my  matchlefs  love  to  men^ 
and  of  their  cruel  treatment  of  mej  of  the  miracles 
performed,  and  of  peace  proclaimed ;  of  magnifyiog 
the  Law,  and  preaching  the  everlafting  Gofpel ;  of 
tpy  forrowful  life,  and  cruel  death  \  of  the  dcftruc** 
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tion  of  the  Jcwifh  natioo,  and^  the  (klvation  of  Ae 
Gentile  world  s  ihall  all  be  fulfilled.  My  reward 
is  with  me,  and  all  ffty  work  before  me:  nor  will  I 
hov9  my  bead  in  death,  till  all  bc.fini/hed.  I  am  not 
come  to  deftroy  the  prophets^  hut  tofnljiU 

Far  verily  I  fay  unto  yoUy  tiU  heaven  and  iortk  pafs^ 
mtejoty  or  one  tittUy  Jbatl  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  Law^ 
till  all  be  fulfilled.  I  plight  my  Teracity,  ITpeak  in 
verity.  Amen,  fo  it  (hall  be.  Verily  I  fay  untayou, 
till  heaven  and  earth  pafs— 

The  elementary  and  ftarry  heavens  ftall  ftand  to 
the  world's  end.  Then  the  dements  (ball  melt  With 
fervent  heat,  and  the  ftars  ihall*  fall  from  their 
ibckets,  as  the  untimely  fruit  of  the  fig-treei  the  fun 
fhall  be  confounded,  and  the  moon  afliamed;  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  fhall  See  away,  and  new  hea* 
vens  and  a  new  earth  fhall  appear,  when  I  arife  H 
Jbine  before  my  ancients  glorioujly. 

^ill  then,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  Jball  in  no  wife  fafr 
from  the  LaWy  till  all  be  fulfilled.  The  Law  fhall 
fiand  as  it  does  in  all  it's  ftrnfe,  and  in  all  it's  mean* 
ing,  without  being  evangelized,  or  without  ceafing 
to  exift  as  a  covenant  of  works;  without  being  bereft 
of  it's  irritating  power,  or  fhorn  of  it's  penal  fane- 
tjon  I  without  mitigation,  and  without  repeal.  It 
fhall  fitand  as  my  childien's  fchoolmafter^  and  firft 
hulband ;  as  the  mafler's  commanding  iirill,  and 
the  bond-fervantf s  only  rule  $  as  the  creditor's  band^^ 
writingy  and  the  debtor's  dreadful  account-book  i 
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ds  a  teftimony  for  God  in  defence  of  hts  holineft, 
and  againft  the  wicked  for  every  tranfgreffion.  So 
ihall  it  ftand— 

^rm  all  he  fulfilled.    The  Law  is  falfilled  in  a 
fourfold  fenfc. 

jfti  Perfedly,  in  both  precept  and  penalty,  by 
the  Saviowr. 

^dfyi  In  the  Church,  efficacioufly,  by  the  Spirit. 

^dfyj  Impcrfcftly,  in  the  cxercife  of  grace^  by 
the  faint. 

.  /^bly^  In  the  execution  of  the  curfe^  which  is  the 
damnation  of  the  wicked. 

Firjly  The  Law  is  perfeftly  fulfilled,  both  in  pre-^ 
cept  and  penalty,  by  the  Saviour,  who  affumed 
man's  nature,  and  took  man's  name,  to  aft  in  man's 
fiead.  He  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  made  under 
the  Law,  He  became  furety  for  man's  debts  5  and, 
by  his  kind  undertaking  and  circumcifion,  became 
a  debtor,  in  the  debtor's  place,  to  reftore  that  [honour 
to  the  Law]  which  he  took  not  away.  "  He  was  made 
•'  fin  for  us,  who  knew/no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made 
*'  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  Of  him  a  per- 
feft  obedience  to  the  precept  was  exafted,  and  he 
made  rcftitution ;  the  debt  of  fufiering  was  demand- 
ed, and  h^  was  preflcd  to  pay.  When  he  had  given 
a  perfeft  obedience  to  the  precept,  be  fays,  ^^  I  have 
^  finijhed  [this  part  of]  the  work  which  thou  gavejl 
*^  me  to  do.*^  And,  at  clofing  his  obedience  unto, 
deaths  he  bowed  his  head^  and  faidj  ''  It  is  finiihed." 

Thus 
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Thus  be  ^^  magoified  the  I^aw,  aad  made  ic  honour.^ 
^'  iHble;'*  fc  thai  one  joiy  cr  one  tittle^  did  In  nowifi 
fafs  from  the  Law  iill  all  was  fulfilled.  Ic  is  caficr 
fpr  heaven  and  earch  to  palsj  than  for  God's  righte- 
ous Servant  to  fail  of  perfol*ming  the  will  of  his  God. 
'^  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  mjr  God ;  yea,  thy  Law 
*•  is  within  my  heart."  So  he  undertook,  and  (b  it 
iecame  bim  to  fulfil  all  rigbteoufnefs^  Matt.  iii.  15. 
And  fo  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fuffer ;  for  he  ^amt  not 
to  defirey  tbe  Law^  iut  fo  fulfiU 

Secondly^  The  Law  is  fulfilled  efficacioufly  in  the 
Church  of  God,  by  the  Spirit :  as  it  is  written, 
^bat  tberighteotifnefs  of  tbe  Law  migbt  bo  pulfilled 
IN  us,  wbo  walk,  not  after  tbe  fie/b,  but  after  tbf 
Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  ^.  Now  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  the  Church* 

ift,  By  the  imputation  of  Chrift*s  righteouiiiei$ 
(oT  our  j uftification^    Rom.  v.  1 9. 

2dly9  By  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Qhpft,  which 
is  our  fandiftcation.    i^».  xv.  i6» 

3J/K,  By  God's  circumcifing  our  hearts,  to  love 
him  with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our  foul,  that 
we  may  live,  ^Deut,  xxx.  6.)  Love  to  God  being 
the  firft  and  great  commandment  of  the  Law. 

j^tbly^  By  the  indwelling  of  God's  good  word,  and 
by  the  good  treafure  of  his  grace. 

Firft y  What  is  the  Law?  It  is  zjuft  Law,  and  is 
the  rule  of  righteoufnefs.  "This,"  fays  Mofcs,  "fliall 
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•*  be  our  rightcoufncfs,  if  we  obfcrvc  to  do  all  thcfe 
'^  commandments^  before  the  Lord  our  God^  as  he 
•*  hath  commanded  us/*  DeuL  vi.  25.  Chrift's 
obedience  to  the  Law,  imputed  to  us^  anfwjcrs  this : 
By  the  obedience  of  one  Jhatl  many  be  made  righteous^ 
This  is  j unification  from  all  things ;  and  makes  the 
believer  zjuft  man^  as  the  Law  is  jufi.^ 

Secondly^  The  Law  is  holy :  and  the  foul  of  the 
faint  is  the  feat,  and  his  body  the  temple^^  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl:^  which  dwelleth  ia  us^  and  makes  the 
believer  holy,  as  the  Law  is  holy. 

Thirdly  J  The  Law  requires  love  to  God  above  all 
things  elfe;  and  the  faint  of  God  is  i^lefled  with  the 
love  of  God^  Father^  Son^  and  Spirit^  Ibed  abroad 
in  his  heart i  and.  has  fellowlhip  with  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit.  He  dwells  in  God^  who  is  love ; 
and  God  dwells  in  him.  He  is  joined  to  the  Lord, 
and  is  one  fpirit  with  him.  This  anfwers  the  re- 
quirement of  the  great  command. 

Fourthly,  The  Law  is  Jpiriiual^  and  the  Law  is 
good.  The  faint  of  God  is  a  Jtiritual  man,  and  a 
good  man.  He  is  a  partaker  of  God's  good  Spirfti. 
the  good  irea/ure  of  grace  is  in  him;  the  good  word 
of  God  is  in  him ;  the  good  work  of  regeneration 
has  paffed  on  his  foul;  and  the  whole  perfecting 
work  of  grace  is  carried  on,  and  will  be  compleat^d 
in  him;  which  makes  him  a  ^bod  man,  as  the  Law 
as  goodf 
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Laftfy,  The  Law  promifcs  life,  but  eternal  life  it 
could  never  give.    The  believer,  therefore,  ha^  got 
what  the  Law  could  not  give :  **  He  that  believeth 
*^  hath  everlailing  life,  and  fhalf  never  coonc  into 
•*  condemnation,"     If  this  is  Antiriomianifin,   it  fs 
precious  Antinomianifm !    This  is  the  man  in  whom 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  5  who  is  re- 
deemed from  the  Law,  and  brought  to  the  Goipel ; 
redeemed  from  the  curfe,   and  crowned  with  the 
bleffing;  no  more  under  the  Law,  but  under  Grace; 
not  under  wrath,  but  under  loves    ito  more  uoder 
the  fchoolmafter  to  Mofes,  but  Under  the  Law  of  the 
Spirit,  to  Chrift ;  no  more  a  bond-fervant,  but  a  fiec- 
born  Ton ;  no  more  a  ftranger,  but  knibws  God,  and 
is  known  of  him;    no  more  a  child  of  thie  bond- 
woman, but  of  the  free  i  '  no  longer  a  foreigner,  but 
a  fellow-citizen  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houihokl 
of  God.     Ferily  I  Jay  unto  youy  till  heaven  and  earth 
fafsy  one  jot  or  one  tittle  jball  in  no  wife  pajs  /rem 
the  Law  till  all  be  [thus]  fulfitted  in  the  ejeft  of  God, 
They  (halt  all  be  jullified,  they  fhall  alt  be  fan&ificd, 
they  (hall  all  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  with 
the  faints  in  light.     Thefe  are  the  genuine  offspring 
of  Abraham,  which  Sarah  bears  unto  Abraham. 
Thefc  do  the  works  of  Abraham,  namely,  the  works 
of  faith,  labours  of  love,  and  patience  of  hope. 
Thefc  look  to  Abraham  their  father^  and  to  Sarah 
that  bare  them ;  and  ke^p  their  Father* s  comatand^ 
tnent^  andforjake  not  the  law  of  their  Mother.  They 

keep 


^ 


keep  their  Father's  commandment,  which  is  the 
commandment  of  Life  ^  which  kept  Abraham  from 
coofideriog  his  own  boidy  dead  at  a  hundred  years 
old.  Thefe  ibrfake.  not  the  Law  of  their  Mother, 
inrhich  is  the  Law  of  Faith i  by  which  Sarah  receive 
ilrength  to  conceive  feed,  judging  Him  faithful 
v^ho  had  promifed.  Through  Faith  they  obtain 
"witnefs  that  they  are  righteous ;  and  through  Faith 
they  obtain  this  good  report.  As  mawf  as  are  of 
Faiib,  are  hleffed  with  faithful  Abraham.  Thefe 
are  they  that  commend  not  themfelres,  biit  them 
whom  the  Lord  commendeth:  on  whom  the  mod: 
high  God  put  fuch  high  encomiums,  reported  fo 
good  a  report,  and  gave  fo  glorious  a  teftimony^ 
that  it  ftands  recorded  by  the  hand  of  Heaven  in  the 
eternal  annals:  which  myfierious  record^  in  it's  ge« 
nuine  fenfe,  will  prove  an  everlafting  tafk  to  every 
bopd-child,  every  legal  work-monger,  every  proud 
doer,  every  Uszite,  every  infant  of  the  flelh,  to  the 
world's  end.  It  is  a  promife  to  the  heirs  of  promife, 
as  well  as  an  eternal  teftimony  to  the  Father  of  the 
heirs:  "  I  will  make  thy  feed  to  multiply  as  theitars 
'^  Qf  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  feed  all  thefe 
'^  countries  s  and  in  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of 
**  the  earth  be  blefled:   because  that  Abraham 

**  OBEYED  MY  VOICE,   AND  KEPT   MV   CHARGE,   MY 
**   COMMANDMENTS,  MY  STATUTES,  AND  MY  LAWS." 

Qen.  x^vi.  4,  5.     Let  thofe  who  traduce  us  explain 
Abraham's  obedience  to  God's  roice^  the  charge 

which 
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which  he  kept^  together  with  the  commandmentSj 
fiatuteSy  and  laws,  to  which  he  was  fo  obedient,  four 

hundred  years  before  the  Law  was  given. 1  come 

to  mj  third  particular,  thai;  the  Law  is. 

Thirdly^  Imperfeftly  fulfilled,  in  the  cxercife  of 
grace,  by  the  faint.  ^^  Owe  no  man  any  thing  but 
to  love  one  another;  for  be  tbat  lovetb  amotber 
bath  fulfilled  tbi  Law,  for  Love  is  tbe  fulfilling  of 
*'  the  Ltfw."  Ronfi.  xiii.  8,  10.  This  fulfilling  of 
the  Law  is  not  perfcd  obedience ;  for  though  the 
Law  is  perfeftly  fulfilled  in  the  faint,  all  God's  work 
being  pcrfcft  j  yet  it  is  not  perfcftly  fulfilled  hy  the 
faint,  becaufe  he  hath  a  principle  in  him  that  lufteth 
to  envy.  However,  every  faint  under  heaven  fhall 
be  brought  to  love  the  brotherhood.  "  They  that 
•^  hate  Zion  (hall  be  dcfolate* — He  that  hateth  bis 
*•  brother  is  in  darknefs,  and  knoweth  not  whither 
'^  he  goeth,  becaufe  that  darknefs  hath  blinded  his 
eyes.— -He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer, 
and  ye  know'  that  no  murderer  hath  -  eternal  life 
**  abiding  in  him."  For  though  "  the  fptrit  in 
"  man  lufteth  to  envy,"  yet  he  ihall  be  pui^d  firom 
it,  otherwife  he  fliall  never  be  (aved :  for,  as  the 
mercil^fs  creditor,  yiho  had  no  compaffion  on  his 
fellow«>fervant,  was  delivered  to  the  tormentors, 
Sofiallmy  heavenly  Father  dn  unto  eoery  one  of  youy 
if  ye,  from  your  heart,  forgive  not  every  one  bis  brother 
their  trefpajfes :  for,  "  till  heaven  and  earth  pals, 
*'  one  jot  or  one  tittle  fh^all  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the 
^*  Law  [even  in  thisfenfe]  till  all  te  fulfilled.** 

Fourtbfy, 
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Fourthly^  The  penal  part  of  the  Law  fhall  be  ef- 
fedually  and  eternally  fulfilled  in  the  damnation  of 
the  wicked.  The  Law,  which  is  fpiritual,  and 
reaches  to  the  a£tions  of  body  and  foul>  fhall  then 
appear  as  a  fiery  Law.  The  works  of  the  flefh,  and, 
their  heart-fins,  iball  both  be  punifhed;  the  body  in 
vnconfuming  and  unconfinned  brimftone,  and  the 
foul  in  unquenehable  wrath.  Their  little  fins,  as 
they  are  often  called,  fliall  appear  infinite,  and  noc 
a  jot  or  tittle  of  the  Law  fail  in  the  difcharge  of  it^s 
dreadful  artillery ;  /  willfpend  my  arrows  upon  tbem^ 
Dent,  xxxii.  23.  Every  plague,  erery  threatening, 
every  curfe,  and  every  fcntencc,  fhall  be  righteoufly, 

juftly,  and  fully  executed. 1  was  obedient  unto 

death,  to  redeem  mine  cleA;  and  they  (hall  be  Tub* 
jeA  to  eternal  death,  that  die  in  their  fins.  Tht 
gulph  fixed  on  them  fiiall  never  be  moved ;  the  fen-* 
tence  fliall  never  be  recalled  \  their  worm  fliall  never 
die,  their  fire  fliall  never  be  quenched.  The  fmoke 
of  their  torments  fliall  ever  afcend.  Yea.  the  third 
heaven,  the  refidence  of  God  hxvtikKy  Jhall  as  foon 
pafs  away  J  as  ajol  or  tittle  of  the  Law  can  fail  curf* 
ing  them  that  die  under  it*  The  third  heaven  fliall 
never  be  moved ;  and  put  of  utter  darknefs  the  cri- 
minal fliall  never  come,  till  he  has  paid  the  utmoQ: 
mite\  which  mite  is  obedience  to  the  jot  or  tittle  o£ 
the  Law.  But  fuffering  tbefentence  can  never  be, 
obeying  the  precept ;  therefore  there  can  be  no  com- 
ing out  thence^  for  not  a  jot  or  tittle  fliall  in  any 

wife 
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wHe  pafs  from  the  Law  till  all  [in  this  fenfej  be 
|niiiftualiy  fulfilied.  And  I  have  begun  to  fbUif  it 
(as  a  righteous  Judge)  in  this  lenfe  already.  They 
who  refufe  my  Gofpel^  to  them  it  is  a  favour  of  death 
onto  death.  They  are  not  only  cutied  to  death  by 
the  Law«  but  damned  to  deaths  as  infidels,  by  the 
Gofpd :  ^  He  that  believeth  not  fhail  be  damned.-— 
^  He  that  believes  not  my  word,  hath  one  diat 
**  judgeth  him :  the  word  that  I  have  (pokeo,  die 
'^  fame  fhail  judge  htm  in  the  gr^t  day.-*— f^  ibai 
•*  mui,  their  bands  Jhall  be  made  Jtrong.-'^TheY  are 
^  bound  on  earth,  and  in  heaven  they  are  bound.-^ 
^  They  that  believe  not  are  condemned  already, 
**  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them. — This  is 
**  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  tht 
*^  world,  and  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
*'  becaufe  their  deeds  are  eviL- — ^Yea,  for  judgment 
**  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that  thofe  ^hich  fee 
*^  not  might  fee,  and  that  thofe  that  fee  might  be 
'*  made  blind.'*  As  a  Judge,  I  have  begun  to  fulfil 
(in  the  fouls  of  mine  enemies)  the  penal  fandioo. 
of  the  Law  al  ready  i.  and  my  Gofpel  fh^ll  be 
preached  in  all  the  worlds  for  r  witnefs  againfl  fucb, 
«nd  then  fhail  the  end  come.  All  my  difciples  thall 
love  their  brethren,  and  froni  their  heart  forgive 
every  one  his  brother  their  trefpa0es;  otherwiic  my 
heavenly  Father  fhail  never  forgive  them.  Righte- 
oufnefs  will  I  lay  to  the  line  of  the  precepi,  and 
judgment  to  the  plummet  of  the  fentence;  the  hail 

Ihall 
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0iall  fweep  away  the  refuges  of  lyes,  and  the  floods 
of  wrath  fhall  overflow  the  hiding-places.— For  till 
heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  ihall  in 
no  wife  pafs  from  the  Law  till  all  be  pundually 
fulfilled.  But  I  will  fend  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the 
hearts  of  my  dear  difciplds,  which  ihall  flay  fuch 
envy,  make  them  forget  anger,  and  forgive  and  love 
their  brethren,  as  I  have  loved  them*  The  Law 
worketh  wrath  •,  but  the  love  of  ;the  Spirit  workcth 
no  ill  to  a  neighbour,  much  lefs  to  a  brother  in 
faith.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  within  them  fliall 
deliver  them  from  fuch  evils.  They  fhall  be  angry 
at  fin,  and  at  finners;  at  evil  doftrines,.  and  evil 
praftices.  Thus  "  they  fliall  be  angry,  and  fin  not.'* 
But  anger  againfl  a  brother  fliall  not  reft  in  them; 
for  they  are  not  fools,  but  the  children  of  Wifdom. 

Mpfes  and  Elias  fhall  both  refign  their  ofHces  to 
me ;  arid  my  people  fhall  have  one  Prophet,  one 
Lawgiver,  one  Mediator,  and  one  Shepherd.  They 
Jhall  all  be  taught  of  their  God^  Ifa.  liv.  13.  And, a 
Law  Jhall  proceed  from  me,  and  I  will  make  fnyjudg^ 
fnent  to  reft  for  a  light  to  them,  Ifa.  li.  4.  I  will  be 
their  Day's-man,  Mediator,  IntercefTor,  and  Advo- 
cate; and  they  fhall  be  the  humble  fheep  of  my  fold^ 
under  one  Shepherd.  They  fhall  pafs  from  the  mi- 
niflration  of  death  to  the  promifeof  evcrlaflingHfe. 
1  will  deliver  them  from  the  yoke,  "  Do  and  live^* 
and  from  the  dreadful  burden  of  ^^Curfed  is  he  that 
*•  continuetb  not.''   And  they  fliall  take  myyokeitpon 

D  them^ 
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tbem^  "  andleam  of  me,  who  am  meek  and  lowly  $ 
*•  and  find  my yoie  to  bccafjr,  and  tt\y  burden  light.— 
*'  The  Law  and  the  Prophets  were  until  Jobn^  Luke 
**  xvi«  'Yea,  all  the  Prophets  and  the  Law  propbefied 
**  until  John^  Matt.  xi.  13.  Since  that  time,  the 
•*  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  preached,  and  every  man 
•^  prefleth  into  it.'*  Lukey  xvi,  16.  And  none  ihall 
enter  into  that  kingdom  that  do  not  receive  it  as  a 
little  child.  The  fubjeds  of  my  kingdom  (hall  be 
kept  by  my  power ;  none  Ihall  pluck  them  out  of 
my  hand,  nor  ihall  the  gates  of  hell  prevail  againft 
them.  I  will  deliver  them  from  that  anger  thatrefts 
in  the  bofom  of  fools,  and  from  that  envy  that  flays 
the  filly  one.  The  murderer  (hall  not  reign  and  rule 
in  their  hearts*  ^'  I  will  give  them  power  to  tread 
*'  on  ferpents,  fcorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of 
'^  the  enemy  ^  and  nothing  ihall  by  any  means  hurc 
"  them.*' 

Wbofiever  therefore  Jbali  break  om  of  the  Uafi  of 
the/e  commandments.  The  Saviour  having  faid  this, 
he  goes  on  to  ihew  what  his  meaning  is. 

I  •  ^hat  who/oever  is  angry  with  his  brother  wtth^ 
out  caufe^  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment y  Ver.  aa. 
He  fliall  be  ia  danger  of  the  judgment  of  Zion,  who 
ihouid  judge  him  unworthy  of  communion;  or  ra- 
ther, in  danger  of  being  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the 
Law,  and  left  in  bondage  to  it,  and  to  the  bulFetr 
ings  of  Satan« 

a.  Whofoevor 
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ft.  Wbojoeverjhail  fay  unto  bis  brother^  ^^  Rata^^ 
t>r,  '^^Vain^  empty  felhw^*^  fllall  be  in  danger  of  the 
Council.  By  the  Jewi(h  laws,  and  by  the  counfel 
of  God,  it  is  deemed  an  offince  or  fcandal^  and  woe 
be  to  him  through  whom  ^zjcandal  cometh !  Or, 
ff^ofoever  faith  UHt9  bis  brother,  "  Tboufooly''  jhaU 
^t  in  danger  of  hdUfirt.  It  doth  not  mean  an  idiot^ 
4>ut  calling  him  a  wicked  reprobate,  judging  his  in« 
moft  foul,  and  fixing  his  final  doom.  And  he  that 
thus  judges,  Ihall  .doubtleis  be  judged ;  for  it  is  the 
judgment  of  a  child  of  the  devil.  For,  firft,  he  is 
angry  with  his  brother  without  a  caufe,  which  is 
murder%  Secondly,  his  malice  breaks  out  into  words: 
he  calls  him  empty  and  vain  fellow ;  and  then  pto^ 
ceeds  to  try  his  reins,  and  at  lad  to  fix  him  in  hett. 
*•  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  thy 
**  brother  hath  aught  againft  thee;  go  and  reconcile 
*^  thyfelf  firftto'him,  and  then  offer  thy  gift.^— The 
"  facrifice  of  ^e  wicked  is  an  abominasion;  how 
^  much  more  when  he  bringeth  it  with  a  wicked 
?<  mindl" 

It  ia  eafy  to  fee  dtat  the  Lord,  in  diis  difcourie, 
ftrikes  hard  at  the  Jewifli  Scribes  and  Pharifees* 
This  appears  phin,  iy  the  gift,  or  free-will  offerings 
ieing  left  at  the  altar^  till  the  offerer  bad  reconeiled 
himfelfto  bis  brother  \  which  altar  and  offerings  the 
faints  are  delivered  from.  And  terribly  muft  this 
difcourle  have  cut  thofe  who  were  fo  defperately 
Mgry  and  envious  at  Chrift  and  his  followers,  who» 

D  9  according 
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according  to  the  flefli,  were  their  bretbrefu  And 
they  were  angry  without  a  cauje\  and  had  not  odIjf 
called  them  Racuy  and  Foah^  but  they  judged  them. 
They  called  the  Lord  a  FelloWy  and  a  Deceiver;  yea^ 
Beelzebub.  And  r^nr/^^/ all  his  followers:  Tbispecpk^ 
that  know  not  the  Law,  are  accurfed.  Yea^  they  caft 
them  out,  excommunicated  them,  reprobated  theno^ 
and  pafTed  the  curfe  of  the  Law  on  them. 

idly^  The  Lord  here  handles  the  Law  lawfully; 
and  (hews  the  fpiritual  meaning  of  it,  it's  unfathom- 
able  reach  to  the  inmoft  foul,  and  it's  unlimited 
demands ;  fo  as  to  make  every  fenfible  finner  for  eycr 
defpair  of  help  from  it,  or  any  fal  vation  by  it.  He 
doth  not  drefs  it  up  as  an  evangelized  Covenant,  nor 
call  it  the  believer's  only  Rule  of  Life  j  but  tells  the 
.  fioner,  that  a  mouthful  of  malice  fpir  at  a  fellow* 
creature,  does  by  this  Law  expofe  a  man  to  fit 
danger  of  hell-fire. 

^dly.  The  Saviour  ftrikes  har^.^  in  this  difcourfe,  ac 
jthe  hypocrite  alfo,  who  gets  into  the  church  before 
his  firft  hufband  be  dead.  This  appears  from  the 
breakers  of  thefe  commandments  being  called  leaft 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  If  they  were  not  in  the 
church,  they  could  not  be  faid  to  be  in  the  kingdom 
jof  heaven  at  all,  Thefe  tares  getting  among  the 
wheat,  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  getting 
among  the  children  of  the  kingdum ;  and  being  in 
bondage  to  the  Lawy  which  worketh  wratb^  and  defti- 
tute  of  faving  grace,  they  are  the  moft  defperate  at 

the 


the  gracc>  gifts^  happinefs,  ufefulnefs,  and  pure 
dodrinej  of  God's  faithful  ones.  And  that  thcfc 
HTicn  are  dcftitute  of  the  Spirit,  is  plain  from  their 
caufelefs  anger,  hatred,  and  unrighteous  judgment. 
And  that  they  are  under  the  Law,  and  not  under 
Grace,  appears  plain  alfo,  by  their  being  in  danger 
pf  helUfire :  which  a  juftified  foul,  in  a  ftatc  of  grace, 
is  not;  for  Chrift  fays,  bejhall  never  come  into  con^" 
idemnationi  yea,  hejhall  never  die;  he  hath  everlaft- 
ing  life.  There  is  no  bell-fire  nor  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus  t  nor  is  it  fin  in  a  man 
of  God  to  call  a  hypocrite,  a  wicked  man,  or  aa 
oppofer  of  thcGofpcl,  ^fool:  **  Thou  fool,  ((ays  Paul) 
<^  that  which  thou  foweft  is  not  quickened  except  ic 
^*  die/*    The  Lord  goes  on—  • 

Ye  have  beard  that  it  was  Jaid^  Thou  Jhalt  not 
commit  adultery^  &c.  hut  I  fay  unto  yoUy  that  wbofo^ 
ever  looketb  on  a  woman,  to  luft  after  ber,  bath  com^ 
mitted  adultery  with  ber  already  in  bis  heart.  Here 
the  Lord  enforces  the  fpirituality  of  the  Law :  that 
it  reaches  the  foul  and  fpirit  of  a  man;  yea,  the  in- 
moft  thoughts  and  defires  of  the  heart,  as  well  as 
words  and  aftions;  and  that  all  Thovtyeayyea,  and 
nay,  nay,  cometh  of  evil  j  and  for  every  idle  word, 
the  finner  that  dies  in  his  fin,  and  under  this  Law, 
muft  give  an  account  at  the  day  of  judgment. 
The  Lord  here  Ihews  the  need  oijalt  in  the  corrupt 
Jpring  of  the  human  heart;  for  the  Law  is  lo  far 
from  deftroying  luft>  that  it  works  the  qriore  vigo-- 
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,  rouily  by  it:  V  Ftn"  Jin  taking  occafion  by  the 
<^  mandment^  wrought  in  mi  all  manner  of  concu^ 
*'  fi/cence\  for  without  the  Law  fin  was  dead/*  R§m. 
▼ii.  8.—**  Yea,  when  we  were  in  the  flefb,  the  mo- 
'^  tions  of  fin,  which  are  by  the  Law,  did  work  in 
•*  our  member^  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,— 
"  Therefore  the  finner  nnuft  become  dead  lo  the 
"  I^w  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  be  married  to  an- 
**  other,  before  he  can  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,* 
Rom*  vii.  4,  5,  Terrible  as  this  Law  is,  the  Saviour 
lent  every  felf-fufficicnt  enquirer  to  it^  as  his  enhf 
Rule  of  Life\  but  he  never  fent  one  humble  fup- 
pliant,  or  fenfible  finner,  to  it,  during  the  whole  of 
his  miniftry*  However,  the  foul  that  is  cfpouied  to 
Chrift  fees  his  old  man,  yea,  the  whole  body  of  the 
4in$  of  the  flefh,  condemned  in  his  Surety^  and 
crucified  in  his  death ;  and  he  feels  the  old  man  put 
toff  when  Chrift  takes  pofleflion  of  the  heart.  A  new 
creature  is  formed,  and  the  old  man  is  dethroned. 
The  will,  mind,  heart,  and  afFc£lions,  are  made 
loyal  to  Chrift,  and  take  part  with  the  new  man; 
while  the  old  man,  like  a  rebel  in  alliance  with  Satan, 
wars  againft  bqth  the  believer  and  his  grace:  **  But 
^'  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,**  fays  Paul,  "  but  fin, 

*'  that  dwelleth  in  me.*' But  my  bleffed  Mafter 

goes  on  to  preach,  and  his  own  fervant  follows  him» 
^o  catch  what  he  can. 

Wbojoever  Jhall  put  away  his  wife^  faving  for  the 
tauje  of  fornication^  caujeth  her  to  commit  adultery  i 

and 
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^ni  wbofoever  Jball  marry  her  that  is  divorced^  com- 
mUteth  adultery.  Fornication  is  unlawful  connec- 
tion  between  unmarried  people.  This  crimej  when 
con)micted  by  married  perfons^  is  adultery^  not  for- 
nication.  The  fin  for  the  which  fuch  a  woman  might 
be  divorced^  appears  to  have  been  committed  previ-* 
ous  to  her  marriage.  The  hulband  finding  her  not 
a  virgin^  and  finding  himfelf  deceived  and  impofed 
on  by  a  vitiated  perfon ;  in  fuch  a  ca(e^  the  marriage 
feems  to  be  void^  according  to  Deut.  Chap.  xxii. 
And,  indeed,  fuch  a  woman,  in  the  fight  of  God,  is 
the  wife  of  him  who  firft  humbled  her,  Deut.xxiu  29^ 
though  perhaps  the  Saviour,  by  fornication  here, 
includes  adultery  alfo.  However,  if  (he  had  been 
guilty  of  fornication  with  one  man,  and  af^terwards 
marries  another,  the  marriage  is  null  and  void,  for 
(he  is  the  wife  of  the  firft  man;  and  if  fhe  com- 
mits adultery  afterwards,  fhe  breaks  the  marriage- 
bond  herfelf.  In  fuch  cafes,  and  only  fuch,  might 
fhe  be  put  away.  The  Lord  goes  on — Thou  (halt 
not  fwear — Refift  not  evil — Love  your  enemies^ 
&c.  &c.  In  all  which  he  explains  what  he  means  by 
breaking  one  of  tbefe  leaji  commandments.  He  that  is 
angry  with  his  brother  without  caufe;  he  that  calls 
him  vain,  empty  fellow;  he  that  calls  him  a  wicked 
reprobate ;  he  that  has  eyes  full  of  adultery,  &c.  &c. 
He  that  breaketh  the  leaft  of  thefe  commandments-^ 

jlnd  teacbetb  men  Jo.     What,  then,  fhall  we  fay 
of  themj  who  hate  the  minifters  that  Chrift  hath 
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fent!  and  in  whofe  hearts  envy  has  rcfted  fot 
years  together!  and  who  call  them  Antinomians^ 
bad  rpirits,  devils,  bubbles  t>f  the  day,  and  black- 

g ds,  without  any  juft  charge  cither  of  error  or 

immorality!  Is  not  this  breaking  the  command- 
ments, and  teaching  men  fo? — Did  I  ever  tell  you, 
in  the  courfe  of  my  miniftry,  that  you  Ihould  have 
more  Gods  than  one  ?  that  you  (hould  make  images, 
take  the  Lx)rd's  name  in  vain,  prophane  his  day  of 
reft,  ridicule  parents,  kill,  fteal,  commit  adultery, 
bear  falfe  witnefs,  and  covet  your  neighbour's  goods  ? 
Did  you  ever  fee  any  thing  of  this  in  my  pradice, 
or  did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  of  it  from  my  mouth  ? 
I  trow  not.  I  have  enforced  regeneration  by  the 
Spirit,  as  the  only  way  to  make  men  holy ;  and  I 
have  preached  up  a  divorce  from  the  Law,  and 
union  with  Chrift,  as  the  bnly  way  to  make  men 
fruitful.  I  have  iniifted  on  a  walk  in  the  Spirit,  as 
the  only  way  for  men  to  efcapc  fulfilling  the  lufts  of 
the  Qefh.  And  I  have  urged  a  life  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Grace,  as  the  only  way  to  get  difentangled 
from  the  reign  of  fin:  and  that  fin  fhall  have  domi- 
nion only  over  them  that  are  under  the  Law;  ic  fhall 
not  have  dominion  over  them  that  are  under  Gracc^ 
But  can  this  be  called  '^  breaking  the  command^ 
"  ments,  and  teaching  men  fo?"  What,  docs  the 
grace  of  God  encourage  fin  ?  Or  is  the  Law  againft 
the  promifcs  of  God  ?  Or  does  this  doftrine  make 
voia  the  Law?'  Nay,  it  is  eflabliflied  this  way,  and 

no 
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fto  Other.  Again,  do  you  find  the  advocates  for 
Free  Grace,  who  are  found  in  their  principles,  and 
experimental  in  their  fotils,  loofe  livers?  Do  yoa 
fee  thofc  who  are  in  the  clofeft  connexion  with  me, 
breakers  of  God's  commandments,  and,  by  example, 
teachers  of  the  fame  ?  Nay,  fo  far  from  it,  that  if 
you  would  find  an  ignorant,  uninformed  people; 
if  a  dead,  fleepy  congregation;  if  a  light,  vain,, 
frothy  community,  who  are  envious  in  their  minds,- 
empty  in  heart,  and  fcandalous  in  life — ^you  mufl: 
look  for  them  among  thofe  who  have  little  or  no- 
thing but  the  Law  of  Mofcs  fee  before  them.  The 
Law  workcth  wrath,  the  Law  makes  nothing  per- 
fcdt,  but  the  better  Hope  docs  do  it.  The  Haga^ 
rcncs  Ihall  never  beat  the  children  of  Zion  at. good  *. 
works,  for  root  and  branch  are  both  wanting.  Thea 
what  is  all  this  defperate  outcry  againft  me  for?— - 
Why,  for  this  one  voice  that  1  cried  among  them, 
**  The  Law  of  Mofes  is  hot  the  Saint's  Rule  of 
"  Life.'*  For  this  word  I  am  made  an  offender^ 
and  they  that  make  it  fuch  an  offence,  cannot  bring 
one  text  in  God's  Book  againft  it.  Yea,  farther; 
the  beft  commentators  now  extant,  who  have  ad* 
vanced  the  Law  as  the  Saint's  Rule  of  Life  from  one 
text,  have  themfelvcs  contradided  it  from  another, 
as  plainly  as  calling  light  darknefs,  and  darkneis 
light :  and  though  all  commentators  have  followed 
one  another  in  that  track,  not  one,  that  ever  I  have 
fccn,  has  proved  it  from  God's  Book.  The  Mailer's 

commanding 


g%  THB   MOHAL    LAW   NOT   INJURED   BY 

commanding  Will  is  the  Bond-feryant's  Rule ;  it  i% 
the  Creditor's  Hand-writing,  and  the  Debtor's 
Account- book — but  the  Good- will  of  the  Father  is 
the  Son's  Rule.  Thefe  are  the  two  Covenants. 
And  what  the  Law  requires,  the  Gofpel  gives;  and 
what  Chrift  commands,  he  works  in  his  faints  by  his 
Spirit  to  obey,  and  their  obedience  is  tbe  obeMeme 
0f  Faith.  Neither  juflification,  fanftification,  fal- 
vation,  hope  or  help,  life  or  love,  come  from  the 
Law,  or  by  the  Law.  Miniftcrs  of  the  Spirit,  and 
thofe  evangelical  fervants  who  ferve  God  rn  the  new- 
nefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  tbe 
LiCtter,  are  not  breakers  of  God's  commandments : 
they  are  delivered  from  the  Law,  and  wedded  to 
Chrift,  that  they  might  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God» 
He  that  breaks  the  leaft  of  thefe  conrMiiands— 

And  teaches  men  fOy  (haU  he  called  tbe  Ufift  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  He  that  is  angry  at  a  brother 
without  caufe i  he  that  calls  him  vain  fellow;  he 
that  calls  him  a  wicked  reprobate;  he  that  has  eyes 
full  of  adultery;  he  that  fwears ;  he  that  rcfifts  evil 
with  evil;  he  that  fmitcs  the  juft ;  he  that,  to  gratify 
his  malice,  fues  him  at  the  law  for  coat  or  cloak, 
&c.  &c. — thefe  things  are  breaking  thje  command* 
ments,  and  by  fpccch  and  example  they  teach  others 
to  do  the  fame.  The  names  Antinomian,  and  bad 
Spirit,  that  have  been  caft  at  me,  are  in  the  mouths 
of  thoufands  of  poor  ignorant  fouls,  who  know  no 
more  what  they  mean  by  fuch  names  than  the  image 

of 
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cf  Jupiter  that  fell  from  the  moon.  And  their 
hearts  are  filled  with  malice  againft  tnc,  and  their 
mouths  with  reproach^  who  never  heard  me,  but 
having  learnt  it  from  the  pulpit.  And  woe  be  Co 
him^  and  to  them»  through  whom  the  cffeuce  or 
Jcandal  cometh;  for  they  that  live  in  fuch  fins^ 
and  teach  men  fo. 

Shall  be  called  the  leaji  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
By  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven^  hero^  is  qieant  the 
Church,  or  C|^'urch  State,  And  who  is  this  lea^ 
perfon  in  the  church  ?  Not  the  molt  humble  Ibul^ 
'Virho  is  like  a  little  child;  for  he  is  neither  a  breaker 
of  the  commandments,  nor  a  teacher  of  men  £>• 
The  lea^  pcribn  here,  in  Chrift's  fcnfe  of  the  words^ 
is  not  a  hypocritical  profeflbr,  but  a  hypocritical^ 
falfe  teacher:  and  he  is  leaJi  efieemed  by  Chriftj  a 
man  of  the  leafi  value  in  the  church,  and  one  of  the 
lead  and  laft  in  God's  account.  This  is  the  man : 
he  is  an  impoftor,  a  hypocrite,  and  a  finner  j  and, 
as  he  TEACHES  men  fo,  he  muft  be  a  teacher,  and  a 
wicked  teacher  too.  And  he  (hall  be  called  the  lead 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  ib  he  is  to  them  to 
whom  God  difcovers  him,  and  that  have  light  to  fee 
through  him. 

The  Saviour,  in  his  application,  clearly  Ihews, 
that  his  difciples  are  the  brethren  that  are  hated  with- 
out  a  caufe ;  and  who  are  called  empty  fellows, 
fools,  and  reprobates.  And  counfels  them  how  to 
behave  under  fuch  reproach :  Wbojoever  Jball  /mite 

thee 
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thee  on  the  one  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other. — tf  hi 
Jue  thee  sat  the  law  for  thy  coat,  give  him  thy  cloak 
alfo.  If  he  compels  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  twain.  If 
be  afks,  give ;  if  be  will  borrow,  lend  to  him.  If  be 
.  is  your  enemy,  love  him  \  if  be  curfeyou,  do  you  blejs 
bim ;  //  be  bate  you,  do  good  to  him ;  if  be  ferfecute 
you^  and  ufeyou  defpitefully,  pray  for  him — that  yi 

MAY  BE  THE  CHILDREN  OF  YOUR  FATHER   WHICH  IS 

IN  HEAVEN.  By  children,  here,  is  not  meant  repro- 
bates, for  Chrift  never  calls  them  children  of  his 
heavenly  Father :  nor  does  he  allow  them  to  call 
themfclves  fo,  but  calls  them  children  of  the  devil. 
This  application  fliews  plain  enough,  that  it  is  the 
children  of  God  that  are  hated,  perfecuted,  and  flan- 
dered ;  and  that  it  is  pharifees,  hypocrites,  and  falfe 
teachers,  that  break  the  commandments,  and  teach 
men  fo  ;  and  fuch  are,  and  (hall  be,  called  the  Jeaft 
in  the  militant  church,  or  kingdom  of  heaven:  and 
fure  I  am  that  fuch  are  the  fartheft,  of  all  men, 
from  the  triumphant  church,  or  kingdom  of  glory* 
We  go  on— 

But  whofoever  fhall  do  [thefe  commandments] 
and  teach  them^  he  fhall  be  called  great  in  the  kingdom 
0f  heaven.     We  will  enquire, 

1.  What  the  Saviour  fays  about  the  great  tbings 
cf  the  Law. 

2.  What  by  doing  thefe  things. 

3.  What  by  teaching  them.     And, 

4.  In  what  fcnfe  fuch  a  Teacher  may  be  faid  re 

be  great. 

Firft, 


\ 


THE   BVBRLASTING    GOSPEL.  ^t 

Firft,  What  the  Saviour  fays  about  the  great 
things  of  the  Law.  We  will  follow  his  advice;  we 
will  fwallow  the  camel  firft,  and  drain  at  the  gnai 
afterward.  The  Lord  Jcfus  begins  :  "  Woe  unto 
**  you  Scribes  and  Pharifecs,  hypoprites;  for  ye  pay 
^*  tithe  of  mintj  and  anife^  and  cummin;  and  have 
^'  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  Law,  judg-^ 
f  ment^  mercy^  and  faUb :  tbefe  things  ought  ye  to 
*'  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undoae. 
*^  Ye  blind  guides^  which  Jirain  at  a  gnat,  znd/wal^ 
*•  kw  a  camel.''  Matt,  xxiii.  23,  24.  According 
to  this  text,  the  natural  inference  to  be  drawn  is 
this,  that  every  preacher  who  is  deftitute  of  judg^ 
fnent^  mercy,  and  faith,  is  a  carnal  fcribe,  a  fclf- 
fighteous  pbarifee,  an  hypocrite,  and  a  blind  guides 
and  his  preaching  is  nothing  but  fly-catching,  or^ 
^  Chrift  fays,  it  is  graining  at  gnats:  for  the  Lord 
^oes  not  fay,  that  he  catches  the  gnat.  In  Luke^ 
xi.  42.  it  is  thus  worded:  *f  But  woe  unto  you  Pha- 
*'  rifees,  for  ye  tithe  mint,  rue,  and  all  manner  of 
"  herbs  I  and  pajs  over  judgment,  and  the  love  of  Goi2 
.**  ^beje  things  ought  ye  to  have  done.'*  According 
xo  our  dear  Lord's  preaching,  judgment,  mercy,  faitb^ 
and  the  love  of  God,  are  the  great  things  of  the  Law^ 
^which  all  good  preachers  muft  do.  Shefe  things 
ought  ye  to  have  done^  And  thefe  things  are  to  be 
preached  to  others,  by  thera  that  are  great  in  the 
•kingdom.  Whojoever  fhall  do,  and  teach  them,  he 
fball  be  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.    Here 
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we  fee,  as  in  a  glafs^  who  is  great  in  the  kingdom^^ 
and  who  is  the  hypocrite  and  blind  guide*    Now 
we  will  take  notice— 
!•  Of  Judgment. 

2.  Of  Mercy* 

3.  Of  Faith. 

4.  Of  the  love  of  God.— For,  if  we  are  dcfti* 
tute  of  thefe  things^  our  profellion,  or  preachings  is 
nothing  but  a  noife. 

He  that  has  no  Judgment^  is  an  ignorant  man, 
that  knows  not  God :  and  <'  He  that  made  him  will 
**  have  no  mercy  on  him ;  and  He  that  created  him 
•*  will  ihew  him  no  favour/* 

He  that  hath  not  Mercy,  is  in  a  carnal,  hardened 
ftate.  ^^  God  hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will,  and 
•*  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth." 

He  that  hath  not  Faith,  ^^  is  condemned  alreadj, 
^  and  cannot  plcafe  God.  The  righteoufneis  of  the 
**  Law  is  not  fulfilled  in  him,**  nor  one  precept 
kept  by  him  s  '*  for  whatfoever  is  not  of  Faith,  is 
«  fin." 

And  he  that  hath  not  the  Love  of  God,  or  Cbariiyy 
in  his  heart,  ^^  is  nothing  but  founding  brafs,  or  a 
'*  tinkling  cymbal.'*     I  come  to  the  firft  head. 

Firft,  What  is  JuJ^ment?  Why,  in  the  firft  place, 
it  fignifies  the  righteous  fentenee  of  the  Law  eze« 
cuted  on  the  Saviour,  who  ftood  as  man's  Surety; 
by  which  Juftice  got  SatisfaStlon,  and  the  Law 
got  judgment  dove.    **  He  was  taken  from  priibn^ 

^*  and 
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**  ztid  from  judgment.**  This  was  done»  that  a  throne 
of  grace  might  be  erefted,  without  any  ihjury  to 
Law  or  Juftice.  Jujiice  and  Judgment  are  the  babita^ 
tion  of  his  tbronei  Mercy  and  Truib  Jbatl  go  before 
bis  face. 

Secondly  J  Judgment  fometimes  fignifies  God's 
arraigning  an  eled  Tinner  at  the  bar  of  the  Law^  and 
appearing  (according  to  the  finner*s  views)  in  a 
judicial  way  againft  him:  "He  is  convinced  of  all, 
•'  he  \%  judged  of  all  I  and  thus  are  the  thoughts  of 
*'  his  heart  made  manifeil;  and  (b  falling  down  on 
•'  his  face,  he  will  report  that  God  is  in  you  of  a 
*'  truth/*  Which  trial  ends  in  a  fatherly  cbaftrfe^ 
9nenty  and  in  the  juflification  of  the  foul :  **  But  when 
*•  we  zrc  judged,  we  are  chaftened  of  the  Lord,  that 
**  we  Ihould  not  be  condemned  with  the  world.'* 

thirdly ^  It  fignifies  the  Law  of  Faitby  or  the 
Gofpclj  which,  to  the  believer,  is  the  Saviour's 
judgment  of  him,  of  every  body's  ftate,  and  of 
every  thing  in  doubt  about  his  ftate^— which  the 
cleft  finner  receives,  in  which  he  believes^  to  which 
he  yields  his  obedience,  by  which  he  is  ruled,  by 
which  he  lives,  by  whkh  he  walks  and  worfhips, 
and  by  which  be  rules  all  his  anions.  "  Hearken 
"  unto  me,  my  people,  and  give  ear  to  me,  O  my 
*•  nation  ;  for  a  Law  (hall  proceed  from  me,  and  I 

will  make  my  judgment  to  reft  for  a  light  of  the 

people."     Ifa.  Yu  4. 

Fourtbfyi 


cc 
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Fourthly^  It  (igdifies  the  inward  and  righteous 
fentence  of  a  perfbn  who  knows  the  ^ip/ures,  and 
tbt  power  of  God;  who  judges  not  according  to  ap^^ 
fearancey  but  judges  righteous  judgment.  For  the 
want  of  which  the  Saviour  rebuked  the  Jews:  "  Nor 
•*  even  of  your  own  kVrts  judge  ye  not  what  is  right?** 

Fifthly^  It  fignifies  the  knowledge  that  a  faint  has 
of  God>  of  his  word  and  ways,  and  of  his  own  wor* 
lhip>  faith  and  prafbice ;  for  the  want  of  which  the 
Ignorant  are  complained  of:  "  ^bere  is  no  judg* 
**  MENT  in  their  goings y 

Sixthly y  It  fignifies  fhewing  the  fentence  of  Scrips 
iure,  between  any  of  God's  children  who  may  have  a 
doftrine,  a  pradice^  or  a  wrong,  in  difpute,.  **  What, 

is  it  fo>  that  there  is  not  one  wife  man  among  you, 

that  is  able  to  judge  between  his  brother?  but 

brother  goeth  to  law  with  brother,  and  that  before 
"  the  unbelievers  ?'* 

Seventhly,  It  fignifies  the  judicious  proceedings  of 
a  jufl- Judge,  who  has  his  eye  to  God  and  to  juftice^ 
and  accepts  no  man's  perfon  in  judgment.  For  the 
want  of  which  integrity  God  complains !  ^^  How 
•*  long  will  ye  judge  unjuftly,  and  accept  the  per- 
•*  fons  of  the  wicked  ?  Ye  (hall  be  deftroyed,  every 
**  one  of  you.'*  Hence  wrong  judgment  proceed^ 
eth.  By  this  firft  weighty  matter  of  the  Law,  the 
Saviour  Ihews,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  that  when  the 
linner's  mouth  is  flopped,  himfelf  brought  in  guilty 
before  God  by  the  LaWj  and  he  is  juftified  by  faith 

in 


THE   EVZRLASTIKQ   QOSPtLr  6^ 

in  his  Surety's  righteoufods  s  that  the  righteoufneis 
of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  him^  and  that  all  other 
branches  of  righteoufhefs  fpring  from  hence :  which 
i$,  in  efieft>  telling  us^  that  whacfbever  is  not  of  faii^ 
is  fin  I  and  that  he  that  believes  not  Ihall  be  daoEined^ 
be  who  he  ma7>  or  do  whm:  he  wiU-"—— ^  come  to 
the  fecond  general  head>  or  weighty  requiitsnent  of 
the  Law^  which  is—* 

Merfy.  Mercy,  hete>  is  intet^ied  to  (hew,  that 
all  good  to  nien>  all  good  in  menj  ^1  good  by  men> 
mnd  all  good  from  men^  is  owing  to  the  foyeftign 
clemency  of  Heaven*  Mer^  it  a  perfeftibn,  or 
utribute,  of  God«  which  ixx  a  way  of  prbvidence^ 
or  in  away  of  grace,  is  exercifed  wa^  allbisw^ks^ 
Sontietimes  it  fignifies  God's  kind  providence:  ^^G^d 
**  give  you  mercy  ^^  ftys  JacX)b  to  his  fiini,  "  hfontbt 
^f.  num.'*  Gen«  xliii.  14.  And  agab^  Abraham'a 
fervant  obfervcs  it>  in  hisfuccefaof  tdcihgHebekah 
to  Ifaac :  <'  God  hath  not  lefl  dcftltute  my  nnfter  of 
^  his  mercy/'  Gen.  xxiv.  17.  But,  in  a  fpiricuai 
fenfe,  God  ihews  it  in  the  gift  of  his  Son,  a^d  in  ths 
pardon  of  fins :  ^*  God  hath  raified  us  up  a  horn  of 
'^  (alvation,  in  the  remembrance  of  his  srar^,  (Luke,* 
^^  i.  54.)  to  give  the  knowkdge  of  £ilvadon,  by  the 
*'  remiffion  of  fins,  through  the  tender  mercies  of 
^'  our  God."  Luke  u  lxxvii«  78.  Deliverance  from 
the  curfe  of  die  Law,  from  the  power  of  fin,  and 
from  the  precept,  Doy  and  live,  and  all  this  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  is  called  Mercy  revealed;  ^^  But  ac« 

E  .       *•  cording 
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'^  cording  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wa/hing 
^*  of  regeneracimii  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gholl.'' 
Tii.  iii.  5.  Preaching  the  pure  Goipel  faithfully; 
revealing  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  and  not  faint- 
ing in  It  through  oppofidonj  temptation,  and  ptrie- 
cution^  that  may  befal  us  m  exercifing  the  mercy 
(of  God  received)  in  the  difcharge  of  the  miniftiy, 
is  owing  to  mercy :  Having  ohtmntd  mercy ^  we  fmnt 
net.  Receiving  courage  to  be  faithful  and  fingular 
in  an  apoftate  and  degenerate  age,  is  owing  to  the 
mercyofGods  Havit^  obtained  mercy  of  the  Leri  te 
he  faithful^  i  Con  vii.  15.  This  is  the  fure  mercies 
of  David  given  to  Chrift,  and  entailed  upon  the 
houlhold  of  Faith  by  the  decree  of  God,  which  le« 
cures  the  falvation  of  all  the  eled;  and  in  their 
fUfification  Mercy  mil  be  built  up  for  ever.  He, 
therefore,  that  is  a  ftranger  to  the  mercy  of  God  in 
the  gift  of  his  Son,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  falvra- 
tion,  by  the  pardon  of  (in ;  a  ftranger  to  regenera- 
tion, by  the  gift  of  the  Spbit;  is  a  ftranger  to,  and 
deftitute  ofj  this  weighty  matter  of  the  Law.  He  is 
in  his  fin,  a  wicked  man,  and  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  wicked  are  cruel^  dierefore  little  worth.  Such  a 
man  fees  not  the  End  of  the  I^w,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  train  a  (inner  up  to  mercy ^  and  to  Ihew  him 
the  need  of  mercy.  And  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  door 
of  hope  that  God  threw  open  by  Mofes,  when  he 
fropbejied  of  Cbrijl^  and  faid^  God  will  be  mercifal 
$e  whom  be  will  be  merciful.    I  go  to  the  next  weighty 

ecu  remet^t,  which  is-«i 

Faith. 
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Paitb.  For  although  the  Law  is  not  of  Faitb^ 
hor  Faith  of  the  Law>  yet  ibe  ward  of  Faith,  and 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Faith,  are  witnefied  both  hj  the 
Law  and  the  I^rophets.  Belides,  the  whole  Old 
Teftament  is  often  included  in  the'  word  Law  t 
^*  But  this  concieth  to  pafs^  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
*^  that  is  wrinen  in  their  LaWy  ^hey  hated  me  with^ 
^^  wt  a  caufe.'*  Which  words  (land  in  the  Pfalms; 
\and  \m  which  it  appears  plain  that  Jefus  himfelf  is 
"one  of  the  brethren  that  the  Pharilees  were  angry 
"with  withMt  caufe.  Furthermore^  the  Lord  brings 
in  Faith  as  a  weighty  matter  of  the  Law^,  becaufe 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  them^that 
believe,  and  without  Faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe 
God;  and  beeauie  Faiib  goes  before  Love,  and  aU 
ways  works  by  it :  which  Lave  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  Law ;  for  it  is  th&  -  grand  hinge  upon  which 
hang  all  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  and  without 
which  no  works  Can  be  performed  but  dead  works, 
no  obedience  can  be  given  to  God,  nothing  but  the 
eye^iervice  of  a  bond  flave.  Faith  is  a  bleflcd  fruit 
of  the  Spirit,  and  is  produced  under  his  operatioi). 
It  generally  lays  a  fad  hold  of  the  Law  and  the 
Juftice  of  God  firft;  and  the  finner  believes  that  he 
is  the  charafter  defcribed  and  condemned  by  the 
Ijaw :  he  views  it  and  feels  it  in  all  it's  ipiritual 
meaning  and  dreadful  confequences !  ^^  /  have  he- 
"  litved  thy  commandments^'  fays  the  Pfalmift-  He 
belieyeSy  and  trembles,  and  calls  vpon  God  in  his 

E  a  trouble: 
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Cfouble:  and  ^^  he  chat  ccumes  to  God,  muft  bdieve 
^'  chat  he  is>  and  chat  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
*^  feck  hkn.''  God>  by  faith,  leads  the  (inner  iiroin 
death  in  the  Law^  to  life  in  Chrift :  **  None  can 
'<  come  to  me,  excepc  my  Fachcr  draw  them*" 
Faith  deals  with  Chrift's  blood  for  pardon,  righte- 
CMifhefs,  and  peaces  and  nudces  application  of  it. 
Faith  mixes  it's  power  widi  the  word,  and  brings 
she  promifes  home.  Faith  is  a  looking  to  Jctm  for 
every  needful  help,  and  a  going  out  of  felf  o  the 
fiaviour*s  fulneis  to  fetch  it  in»  It  is  by  the  hand 
of  Faith  that  all  our  fpirisual  provifions  are  biou^ 
in.  And  it  is  by  the  sffttrance  of  Faith  that  die 
ftrong  chriftian  finds  himfelf  confirmed  and  fealed : 
*^  After  chat  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  the 
*^  holySpirit  of  promife:**  under  whieh  impreflion 
a  comfortable  degree  of  aflurance  (touching  one's 
per&nal  intereft  in  Chrift)  is  enjoyed*  Which 
leads  me  to  the  next  weighty  reqmrement  ofibt  Law^ 
which  is~> 

Lcve.  The  (bvereign  and  everlafting  love  of 
God  is  the  grand  fpring-head,  or  fountain,  from 
which  every  ftream  of  mercy  flows  s  and  Chrift 
crucified  is  the  only  medium  or  channel  through 
which  every  fircam  flows.  There  is  no  love  to  God 
for  his  holioeis,  purity,  or  beauty,  as  fome.  talk. 
No  appearance,  or  view  of  God,  will  ever  draw  love 
to  him  from  a  carnal  heart,  that  is  enmity  againft 
him.     It  is  God's  iQve  to  us,  flicd  abroad  in  the 

heart 


THE  ITBltLASTIKC  Gt|S»lL«  6^ 

heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  draws  the  heart  to 
love  God.  ^^  Not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
*'  firft  loved  us.— We  love  him,  becauie  he  firft 
**  loved  us."  This  love,  in  the  enjoyment  of  kj 
always  follows  pardon  of  fin.  *^  I  love  the  Lord^ 
^*  becaufe  he  hath  foi^ven  the  iniquity  of  my  fin.-*-* 
^^  Mary's  fins  are  many,  and  they  are  forgiven,  and 
**  (he  loveth  much.— And  where  little  is  forgiven^ 
'^  the  fame  loveth  little/'  This  love  will  teach  ua 
to  love  all  them  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 
fincerity  and  in  truth,  and  one's  neighbour  as  one's 
felf  ^  for  anger  can  never  reft  in  a  heart  blefled  with 
the  enjoyment  of  everktfting  love ;  and  he  that  walks 
in  love,  as  Chrift  hath  loved  us,  walks  by  faUb^ 
and  in  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  blamelefs* 
We  have  fcen  what  the  Saviour  means  by  the  leajt 
commandments y  and  what  he  means  by  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  Law  i  and  he  that  doeth  and—* 

Teacheth  them^  jhall  he  called  great  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  He  that  doeth  them ;  he  who  is  a  righte* 
ous,  or  juftifiedperfbn;  whofe  judgment  is  palftd; 
who  hath  judgment  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  own  ftdtc; 
who  has  a  good  judgment  of  God's  ways,  of  God's 
word,  and  of  men's  hearts  ^  and  v^ho  is  capable  of 
judging  between  truth  and  error,  right  and  wrong, 
and  between  man  and  man;  and  preaches  fo. 

He  that  hath  obtained  covenant  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  and  preaches  the  fure  mercies  of  David;  be- 
in^  merciful  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  as  God 
is  merciful. 

E3  He 
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He  that  has  faith  m  bis  heart,  and  preaches  the 
fMth  as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints ;  who  holds 
the  myftery  of  faith  in -a  pure  confcicncej  and  deals 
it  out  from  thence. 

He  that  has  the  love  of  God  (bed  abroad  in  his 
own  heart,  and  preaches  it  in  all  it*s  branches ;  the 
manifeftacion  of  it  in  the  death  of  Chrift ;  the  reve« 
lation  of  it  by  the  Spirit;  the  cBcSts  of  it,  pardon 
amd  peace. 

He  th^t  is  not  angry  with  his  brother  without  a 
caufe ;  he  that  is  fjived  and  kept  from  uncleannels; 
he  that  refift$  not  /evil  with  evil ;  and  he  that  gives 
his  cloak  to  then)  that  fue  him  at  law  for  his  coat — 
this  is  the  man,  and  no  other,  that  dotb  the  com-- 
mandm^ts^  and  teaches  them.    And  he 

Sffajl  he  caUe4  great  in  tb^  kingdom  of  heaven. 
He  IS  a  true,  rpaU  genuine,  and  loyal  fubje<5l,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Heavpn;  he  is  not  in  bondage  to  the 
I^aw,  tQ  Sin,  nor  to  Satan;  he  is  redeemed,  juflified, 
and  faved;  the  myfteries  of  the  kfngdom  ar^  Y^ith 
him  \  the  kingdom  of  Grace  is  in  him  \  and  he  is 
an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  Glory  before  him,  and 
Jhall  be 

Called  GREAT  in  th  kingdom  of  Heaven.  He 
ackopwlcjdges  himfelf  a  ^r^^/  Qnncr,  and  tells  others 
lyhat  great  things  God  has  done  for  him.  Great 
gTace  is  upon  him,  and  ^*  hc  is  a  good  ileward  of  the 
**  manifold  grace  of  God,"  He  is  faved  with  a 
great  falyatign^  apd  It  is  an  unconditional  falvation 

jhat 
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that  he  preaches*  He  is  a  man  of  God>  a  mouth 
fi>r  God,  and  an  ambaflador  fent  from  God.  He  is 
an  evangeliilj  and  does  the  work  of  one.  He  is  a 
good  ftcward^  and  is  found  faithful.  He  is  a  mi- 
nilter  of  tl\e  Spirit^  and  makes  full  proof  of  his 
miniftryj  by  ftopping  the  mouths  of  gainfayers^  by 
cutting  up  ele&  finners,  and  by  fleering  a  courle 
that  God  owns  and  honours.  In  ihore>  he  is  an  able 
minifter  of  the  New  Teftament,  and  Ihall  be  called 
great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  all  thofe  who 
know  wherein  true  greatnefs  confifts.  Which  leads 
me  to  the  laft  vcrfe  of  my  text— ^ 

For  I  Jay  unto  yoUy  that  except  your  right eaufnefi 
JbaU  exceed  tbf  right eoufnefs  iff  the  Scribes  and  Pbari* 
JeeSi  ye  jball  in  m  cafe  enter  into  tie  kingdom  of  heaven^ 
There  have  been  fix  or  ftven  Difcdur&s  lately  dei^ 
livered  from  this  text  -by  different  Minifters ;  and 
they  all  agree  in  this,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cbrijl 
is  neither  intended^  nor  included  in  the  text;  which 
is  a  point  that  I  intend  to  examine.  By  entering 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  thefe  things  arc 
meant. 

Firjl,  Taking  the  veil  of  ignorance  from  the 
undcrftanding,  and  enlightening  the  mind  info  tha 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom ;  which  is  leading  the  foul 
out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light* 

Secondly y  It  is  leading  a  foul  out  of  bondage  into 
liberty;  out  of  a  condemned  into  a  juftified  (late; 
Qgt  pf  a  date  of  enmity  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliar 

JL  4  tion*^ 
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cion ;  cut  of  a  ftatc  of  fin  into  a  ftatc  of  grace ;  out 
of  a  date  of  alienation  into  a  Hate  of  friendfhipi  out 
of  a  ftatc  of  legal  lab6ur  into  a  ftate  of  reft:  which 
is  called  tranjlating  the  Jinner  Mt  of  the  Hugdm  rf 
Satan  into  the  hngdom  of  Gois  dear  Son. 

ftbtrdfy^  The  Saviour's  introducing  his  Eled^ 
body  and  foul^  into  the  ^ories  of  Heaven,  is  called 
^  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  everlafting  king* 
<^  dom  of  our  Lord ,  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.'* 
^Pet.  i.  io>  II. 

But  then^  what  rigbteoufnefs  U  this  that  can  pn>- 
cure  fuch  an  entrance  ?  Paul's  mind  was  enlightened 
into  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  as  foon  as  the 
Lord  Jbimd  tipon  bim^  and  into  bis  besart:  and  he 
entered  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  or  into  the.  kingdom 
of  heaven,  as  foon  as  he  arojoy  and  received  ibo  Hofy 
Gboji,  But  what  righteoufnefs  had  he  go^  to  pro- 
cure, or  pave  the  way  for,  fuch  an  entrance?  Paul 
was  a  Pbarifee,  we  know:  but  it  could  not  be  hb 
pharifaical  righteoufnefs  that  procured  his  entrance; 
for  the  text  fays,  it  muft  exceed  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees.  And,  I  think,  it  could 
not  be  the  malice  and  murder  of  his  heart,  nor  his 
bloody  commiDion,  nor  the  death-warrants  that  he 
had  in  his  pocket.  The  righteoufhefs  in  the  text 
is  obedience  to  the  Law,  which  the  Pharifees  boafted 
of,  and  in  which  the  child  of  God  muft  exceed  the 
Pharifee.  It  muft  be  either  the  finner's  obedience, 
or  the  obedience  of  the  Surety,  that  procures  an 

entrance 
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entrance  here;  for  the  unrighteous  cannot  enter  the 
kingdom.  But  Paul,  though  one  of  the  ftrift^fl: 
feft  of  the  Pharifees,  had  no  righteoufncfs  to  procure 
an  entrance  here ;  it  profited  him  nothing  in  this 
cafe ;  /  will  declare  tby  rigbteoufnefs^  and  thy  works ^ 
for  they  Jhall  not  profit  tbee^  Ifa.  Ivii.  12.  The  fup* 
|>licating  publican^  and  Mary  Magdalen^  both 
entered  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  but  not  by  their 
own  righteoufncfs.  No  righteoufncfs  but  the  righte- 
oufncfs of  Chrift  imputed,  can  procure  an  entrance, 
cither  into  the  knowledge  of  God,  or  into  a  ftate  of 
grace,  which  ftands  in  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft;  into  all  which  the  (inner 
enters  by  faith  in  Chrift  alone. 
^  Nor  can  I  think  that  any  righteoufncfs,  but  that 
of  the  Saviour,  can  procure  an  entrance  into  glory  ;^ 
not  Paul's  righteoufnefs,  for  that  (he  fays)  is  dung 
and  drofs ;  nor  Zion's  righteoufnefs,  for  that  \i  filthy 
rapi  nor  the  righteoufnefs  of  Peter,  James,  an4 
John,  for  in  many  things  they  all  offended.  Arid  furc 
I  am,  that  an  imperfeft  righteoufnefs  can  never  pave 
the  way,  cither  into  God's  favour,  or  into  his  prelcnce. 
The  thief  went  from  the  crofs  to  Paradife^  buc  his 
prayer,  his  confefTion  of  Chrift,  his  rebuking  his 
fellow  thief,  and  confefling  the  juftneis  of  his  pu-^. 
niihment,  is  no  part  of  obedience  to  the  Moral  Law, 
which  is  the  Rule  of  Righteoufncfs;  and  Chrift's 
obedience  to  that  Rule,  is  the  RighteouCiefs 
meant  in  my  text,  in  which  Paul  hoped  to  b^ 
found  when    hp   ftxould  enter  the  l^in^ciom   olf 

glory; 
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glory  c  as  it  is  written,  And  be  found  in  bim^  Mi 
having  mine  own  rigbnoujnejs^  which  is  of  the  Lawi 
hut  thai  v;bicb  is  through  the  faith  of  Cbrijl^  the 
righteoufnefs  zvbich  is  of  God  by  faith^  Phil.  iii.  9. 
This  is  the  righteoufnefs  that  God  imputed  to  Paul's 
faith,  and  by  which  he  entered  into  the  kingdom  of 
grace  $  and  in  this  he  hoped  to  enter  into  the  king* 
doni  of  heaven  itfclf :  "  For  we,  through  the  Spirit, 
*^  wait  for  the  hope  of  righteoufnefs  by  faith^*  (Gal. 
V.  5.)  which  alone  can  anfwer  for  us  in  that  daj. 
No  creature  righteoufnefs,  no  imperfcf^  righteouf* 
nefs,  no  inherent  right^oufnefsj  can  ever  admit  a 
man  into  the  kingdom  of  grace,  or  into  the  kingdom 
of  glory.  No  righteoufnefs  but  Chrifl's  fpotlei$ 
obedience  to  the  Law^  imputed  by  God  to  the  finner^ 
can  ever  give  him  right  or  title,  procure  an  entrano^ 
or  admidion  into  grace  or  glory. 

But  you  you  will  fay,  '^  There  is  one  word  in  the 
•*  text  which  you  overlook,  the  word  jwr,*  Except 
^^  your  righteoufnefs  fhall  exceed,"  &c, 

Anfw,  What  God  freely  be{l:ows  on  us,  b^coipes 
ours:  "We  receive  the  abundance  of  grace,  and  the 
**  gift  of  righteoufnefs,"  Ropi.  v.  17.  And  God, 
V^ho  gives  this  righteoufnefs  to  us,  c?lU  it  ours : 
"  This  is  the  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord, 
**  and  their  righteoufnefs  \%  of  me,  faith  the  Lord." 
JJa.  liv.  17.  **  They  have  no  righteoufnefs  but  ^hat 
"  is  of  me,**  faith  the  Lord ;  and  that  is  an  imputed 
Qpe,  freely  given,  ?ind  freely  b^rtowpd,  And  Chrift 

himfclf 
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fatinfelf  {hews  this  plainly  in  the  chapter  out  of  which 
•my  text  is  taken ;  and  that  any  man  may  clearly  fee 
that  ever  was  enlightened  at  all.  Blejfed  (faith  Cbrjft) 
are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirfi  after  right eoufnefs^ 
for  tbeyjball  be  filled.    Which  {hews  three  things. 

ifty  That  thefe  poor  fouls  had  no  righteoufnefs  of 
their  own;  feeling  which  made  them  hunger  and 
thirft. " 

Seffindfy,  The  righteoufnefs  there  meant  comes  by 
pjTomife:  They  Jhall  be  filled. 

Thirdly^  That  righteoufnefs  muft  be  perfect  and 

compleat,  anfwering  every  demand  of  law  and  juf^. 

tice :  and  every  end  and  expedation  of  the  diftreifed 

linner ;  fuch  as^  delivering  him  from  guilt  and  wrath, 

fear  and  torment,  de^th  and  damnation.  And  it  muft 

procure  God's  favour  herc^  and  fecure  glory  hereafter, 

Ctherwife  the  finner  never  can  be  fatisfied,  much  lefs 

filled  with  it.  This  is  the  righteoufnefs  meant  in  my 

text,  that  far  enough  exceeds  the  righteoufnefs  of 

t^he  Scribes  and  Pharifees.   And  this  righteoufnefs 

gives  right  and  title  to  the  kingdom :  '^  For  Chrifl 

*^  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdom^  righteoufnefs, 

f^  fandification,  and  redemption/'  No  other  righte* 

oufnefs,  reader,   (hall  eyer  admit  any  foul  living, 

either  into  the  kingdom  of  graccj  or  the  kingdom 

of  glory.     **  In  this  raiment  of  needle-work  ffaall  the 

*'  Qhurch  be  brought  unto  the  King,  and  f^iall  enter 

*«  into  the  King's  palace  5"    and  they  that  are  not 

foqnd  in  this  v/edding*g[arment  fhall  be  cafl  intp 

outer 
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outer  darkncfs.    Reader,  "  beware  of  the  leaven  of 
«  the  Pharifecs,  which  is  hypocrify." 

I  come  now  to  flicw  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
Scribes   and  Pharifees,  and  the  '^  excellency  of 
<^  Chri(t*s  righteoufnefsy  which  is  unto  all,  and 
"  upon  all,    that  believe/*      The  Scribes  were 
writers  and  expounders  of  the  Law  and  the  Pro* 
phets,  and  pretended  to  very  extraordinary  wifdom. 
The  Pharifecs  were  very  obfervant  of  the  leflcr 
matters  of  the  Law,  in  which  their  felf-righteouf^ 
jiefs  chieBy  flood ;  and  they  pretended  to  no  finall 
degree  of  fanftity,  on  which  account  others  were 
BQt  allowed  to  touch  the  hem  of  their  robes.     The 
Scribe  and  the  Pharifce  were  the  two  firft,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  poor  and  ignorant  Jews,  that  would 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  Chrift  difplacef 
them,  and  fets  the  Publican  and  the  Harlot  in  their 
room.    They  walked  in  long  robes^  and  were  very 
defirous  of  it;  they  made  many  long  prayers;  they 
obierved  numbers  of  feafts  and  faftsj  they  loved 
greetings  in  the  markets,  and  chief  rooms  at  feafts; 
ihey  appeared  very  righteous  before  men,  and  loved 
to  be  called  Rabbi,  Rabbi ;  they  pra&ifed  a  deal  of 
wafhing  of  feet,  hands  and  head,  cups  and  platters; 
they  compafled  fea  and  land  to  make  converts,  and 
founded  a  trumpet  before  them  when  they  gave 
their  alms;  they  bound  grievous  burdens  on  men's 
Ihoulders,  but  never  touched  one  part  of  the  load; 
they  got  into  Mofcs's  feat,  to  give  laws,  and  contra- 

diftcd 


"    TOT   EVERLA^TWO   SOS^It.^  77 

diAed  in  life  all  chat  they  faid  by  word.  "  They  fay^ 

^^  and  do  not/'     This  was  their  rightcoufncfsj  and 

now  you  0^1  fee  their  zeat  in  defence  of  h.    They 

were  defperate  enemies  to  the  power  of  godlinefs^ 

the  ttuth  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  wifdom  that  conies 

firom  above.    They  were  implacable  oppofers  of 

J^ntinomiansj  Bad .  Spirits^  and  all  that  were  not 

the  profefled  difciples  of  Mofes.    They  ridiculed 

the  God  of  heaven^  calling  him  Beelzebub;  they 

curfed  the  objects  of  his  choice,  blafphemed  the 

Holy  Ghoft^  and  required  a  fign  from  Heaven* 

They  traduced  Paul  as  prophaning  the  Temple^ 

flfid   giving  licence  tg  jtUy    by   preaching  up  evil 

that  good  might  come;  and  with  teaching  people 

40  forfake  More8»  with  being  a  Heretick^  a  turner 

of  the  world  upfide  down^  a  mover  of  (edition^  and  a 

ringleader  of  the  fe£t  of  the  Naz^arenes:  ^'  But  after 

*^  the  wsfy  which  they  called  Hcrefy,  fo  worfhipped 

*^  Paul  the  God  of  his  fathers.*'    They  oppofed  the 

Apoftles  in  every  city/  in  every  town,  in  every 

fynagogu^  aixl  in  every  houfej  with  the  dodrine  ckT 

the  Law  as  the  only  Rule  of  Life — ^^  Except  ye 

^'  be  circumcifed  and  keep  the  Law  of  Mofes,  ye 

"  cannot  be  faved/'    They  came  in  privily  to  fpy 

out  the  faints  liberty,  that  they  might  bring  them 

ieto  bondage.     They  oppofed  the  Gofpel,   rent 

their  cloaths,  caft  duft  into  the  air,  gnafhed  their 

teeth  at  the  faints,  refilled  and  blafphemed,  and 

abufed  the  namq  of  the  Saviour  upon  madmen  and 

devils;  and  all  this  in  zeal  for  the  Law,  for  purity^ 

and 
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and  for  inherent  holinefs.  They  went  about  to 
tftablUh  their  own  righteoufnefs^  as  tbofe  do  who 
exclude  the  righccoufncfs  of  Chrift  from  my  cexti 
And  (b  (tumbled  at  the  Rock  of  ages>  were  broken 
off  by  llnbelief5  atid  fcattered  bto  all  windsj  and 
remain  to  this  day  without  a  King,  without  a  Pneft» 
without  a  Prophet,  without  an  Ephod,  without  a 
Teraphim,  and  without  a  Sacrifice^  And  all  that 
they  got  by  their  religion,  and  for  their  pretended 
2eal  for  the  Law^  was  the  deftruftion  of  diemiclves^ 
as  a  churchy  (late,  and  nation;  and^  what  is  more 
dreadful,  they  imprecated  and  procured  the  inno- 
<:ent  blood  of  Chrift  iand  the  curfe  of  Heaven  upon 
their  own  offspring,  from  age  to  age,  yea,  to  more 
than  twenty  generations.  But  I  have  no  call  to  go 
any  farther  in  defcribing  a  Pharifee,  for  the  Church 
of  Chrift  fwarms  alive  With  them ;  and  in  this  glais 
the  Reader,  if  he  has  any  eyes,  m^y  fee  his  hundreds, 
if  not  his  thoufands. 

But  the  righteoufnels  of  the  Saints  far  enough  ex- 
ceeds the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribesi  "  For  they 
*•  receive  the  blcfling  from  the  Lord,  and  righte- 
"  oufnefs  from  the  God  of  their  falVation*  This  is 
*'  the  generation  of  them  that  feck  him,  that  feck 
"  thy  face,  O  God  of  Jacob."  P/alrnxKiv^  5,  6. 
The  righteoufnefs  that  God  beftows  on  his  faints  is  a 
divine,  a  pcrfeft,  and  ati  everlaftihg  ooC}  and  with- 
out a  perfcA  righteoufnefs  no  foul  can  (land  in 
God's  prefcncc,  or  find  accefs  to  him  in  this  world : 

^  for. 
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/or>  if  wehave  accefs  with  confidence^  it  is  by  the 
faith  of  Chriils  and  if  we  enter  hearenj  and  fee 
God's  face  with  acceptance  in  the  world  to  come» 
it  is  becaufe  we  are  made  righteous  in  our  Elder 
Brother,  and  hold  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him.  ^*  Open 
V  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepedi 
**  the  truth  may  enter  in."  l/ai.  xxvi.  2.  This  is 
the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  glory  of  the  faints ;  the 
other  is  the  invention  of  men,  and  the  fnare  of  fools : 
But ''  their  rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  our  enemies  them--* 
**  felves  being  judges.*'  So  I  preach,  and  fo  you  be* 
iievc)  and  neither  fuch  preaching,  nor  fuch  believ* 
ing)  fhall  ever  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

We  have  fcen  what  the  Redeemer  fays  of  the 
weighty  matters  of  jthe  Law 5  which  is  the  iirft 
table,  and  which  refpe£bs  God:  and  we  find  thofe 
things  are  wrought  in  all  the  faintSt 

We  have  fcen,  likewife,  the  lejer  matiers^  or  the 
lead:  commandments  ;  which  are  the  iecond  table, 
and  refpeft  brethren  and  neighbours :  and  we  find 
that  they  are  the  Pharifces  in  heart,  and  the  falfe 
Preachers  in  the  church,  who  break  them;  and  that 
they  are  broken  by  thofe  who  batCj  Qander,  cenfure, 
and  condemn,  the  children  of  God — under  which 
we. are  exhorted  to  be  patient  and  fubmiflive,  that 
we  may  appear  to  be  the  children  of  our  Father 
which  is  in  heaven,  who  fulFv  ri  as  much  difhonour 
from  their  neglefting  the  weighty  matters  of  the 
Law,  as  we  do  by  their  breaking  the  leaft  command* 

ments 
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ments  in  hating  and  reviling^  us.  But  does  the 
Pharifee  and  hypocrite's  breaking  the  command* 
iDcnts  entail  the  name  of  an  Antinomian  and  a 
Devil  upon  thofe  who  have  the  righteoufneis  of  the 
L^iw  fulfilled  in  them,  and  who  walk  not  after  the 
fleihy  but  after  the  Spirit?  Does  their  expo6ng 
themfelvcs  to  the  jult  judgment  of  God,  for  con« 
demning  the  jufl:,  bring  a  yoke  of  bondage  on  them 
that  are  made  free  by  the  Holy  Ghoft?  Or^  what 
Chrift  applies  to  the  Pharifees  and  hypocrites,  can 
it  be  faftcned  on  thoie  whom  he  hath  formed  for 
kimfelf^  and  to  whom  be  will  never  impute ^nf  Or 
can  it  be  thought  that  they  are  the  perfons  that  are 
in  danger  of  belUfire^  whom  Chrift  himfelf  declares, 
Jhall  never  came  into  condemnation? 

Does  the  Saviour's  telling  us  that  the  believer 
pafles  from  death  unto  life,  imply  that  the  believer 
is  under  the  miniftration  of  death  as  his  Rule  of 
Life  ?  Or,  docs  his  telling  us  to  take  Kis  yoke  upon 
iiSi  which  is  eafy,  imply  that  the  yoke  of  bondage, 
which,  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were  able  to  bear, 
is  to  be  added  to  it  P  Does  the  lord's  telling  me  to 
iahide  in  bim,  imply  that  I  am  to  go  to  Mofes?  Or, 
does  his  affirming  that  thofe  who  abide  in  him  bring 
fbrtb  much  fruity  imply  that  nothing  but  licentiouf* 
Defs  is  intended  ? 

Can  any  man  feparate  the  precept  of  the  Law 
from  the  yJw/^r^  ?  Is  the  Law  divided  ?  Can  any 
tnan  bring  my  neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  precept^ 

and 
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and  kiccp  my  foul  from  the  curfe?   No  -,  he  that  \% 
under  the  precepty  is  tinder  the  /entente:    "  They 
«*  that  arc  of  the  works  of  the  Law,  arc  under  the 
«*  curfe  of  the  Law.*'    And  they  who  go  to  the 
L^aw  for  juftification,  in  any  fenfe,  or  even  to  be 
made  perfed^  Chrift  fhall  profit  them  nothing. 
God  has  made  a  new  cpvenant  with  his  people : 
not  according  to  the  old;  that  was  written  by  his 
finger  on  tables  of  ftone;  this>  by  the  Spirit,  on  the 
tables  of  the  heart— that  was  the  Law  of  Works ; 
this  is  the  Law  of  Faith,  Truth,  and  I^iberty  j  and 
furely  fuch  a  foul  is  not  without  Law  to  God.    The 
Law  of  Faith  is  written  on  the  believer's  heart,  and 
with  the  mind  he  ferves  the  Law  of  God.     The 
Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  is  in  Chrift,  and  he  is 
under  that  Law  to  Chrift.     It  is  the  Law  of  the 
Spirit  of  Life  in  Chrift  that  frees  him  from  the  Law 
of  Sin  and  Death:  fuch  an  one  is  not  under  th^ 
Law,  but  under  Grace;    not  under  the  L^w  of 
Works  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  (for  that  cannot  be 
proved)  but  under  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Chrift.     And  fuch  men  are  the  moft  pure,  the 
moft  happy,  and  the  moft  ufeful  men,  in  the  church; 
and  their  followers  are  the  moft  bright  and  fruitful 
in  the  world,  and  the  moft  evangelical  worfhippers 
of  God.     *'  They  are  manifeftly  declared  to  be  the 
"  Epiftlcs  of  Chrift,  miniftred  (fays  Paul)  by  us:. 
'^  written,  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God  ^  not  on  tables  of  ftone,  but  on  the 

F    •  "flcihly 
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*^  fleftily  tables  of  the  heai%.    God  hath  made  us 
'*  able  minifters  of  the  New  Tcftamcntj  not  of  the 
"  Letter,  but  of  the  Spirit:  for  the  Letter  killeth, 
"  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life.    But  if  the  miniftra* 
*'  tion  of  death,  written  and  engraven  on  Hones, 
<«  was  glorious,  fo  that  the  children  df  Ifrael  could 
not  ftedfaftly  behold  the  face  of  Mofes,  for  the 
glory  of  his  countenance,  which  glory  was  to 
be* done  away;  how  (hall  not  the  miniftratlon  of 
**  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious  ?    For,  if  the  mini- 
^*  ftration  of  condemnation  he  glory,  much  more 
doth  the  miniftration  of  righteoufnefs  exceed  in 
glory.    For  if  that  which  is  done  away  was  glo* 
rious,  much  more  that  which  refnaineth  is  glo- 
rious.  Seeing,  then,  that  we  have  fuch  bope^  we 
ufe  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech :  and  not  as  Mofes, 
who  put  a  veil  over  his  face,  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  look  to  the  end  of  that 
"  which  is  abolished/'  2  Cor.  chap.  iii. 

Let  our  opponents  tell  us  what  that  Law  is  which 
was  engraven  on  tables  of  fione\  and  let  them  prove 
it  to  be  the  Ceremonial  Law,  if  they  can.  Then 
let  them  ftiew  who  thofe  precious  fouls,  called  livini 
EpiJikSi  are  •,  and  then  let  them  prove  that  Paul's 
/Z2;/V^  afferting  that  the  miniftration  of  death,  eh* 
graven  on  ftones,  being  done  away  and  abo- 
lished, means  that  the  Law  is  their  only  Rule  of 
Life.  And,  if  this  be  Antinomianifm,  let  thexn 
father  it  upon  the  Holy  Ghoft;  he  is  the  Author  of 
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the  Seriptuits;  for  holy  men  fpokc  as  they  wcrt 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.    • 

"  Wiiy,  then,**'  yon  will  (ay,  •'  what  is -become 
**  of  the  Law  with  rcfpcft  to  the  faint  of  God?** 
Paul  tells  you— ^*^*Blotring  out  the  hand«-writing  of 
•*  ordinances  that  was  againft  us,  which  was  con^ 
**  trary  to  us,  and  todk  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it 
^  to  his  crofs.*'  Col.  ii.  14.  But,  theA,  what  LafW 
is  that  which  is  againft  us? — ^The  Law  that  works 
wrath,  and  curfcs  us,  muft  be,  I  thinky  the  nioft 
againft  ui. — And  what  Law  is  that,  the  Ceremonial 
Law?—'*  Ndy,"  faith  Paul,  **  it  is  the  Law  en- 
•*  graven  on  tables  of  ftooe  that  miniftrcth  dcarii." 
And  what  Law  is  that  which  is  contrary  to  us  ?— * 
«'  Why,*'  fay 'you,  "  the  Ceremonial  Law.*' — Noj 
for  that  Was  fo  far  from  being  contrary  to  the  jfews^ 
that  they  liked  it. '  "  Offer  a  facrifice  of  thanks- 
<*  giving  with  leaven,  and  proclaim  and  publiih 
^^  the  free-win  offerings :  for  this  liketh  you,  O 
•'  ye  children  of  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord."  ./hies,  iv. 
4, 5.  And  who  was  Paul  writing  to,  when  he  told 
the  people  that  the  band-writing  was  blotted  out  .^— 
Why,  he  was  writing  to  the  Gentile  believers  at 
Coloffe,  who  had  felt  the  force  of  the  Moral  Law 
as  their  account  or  debt-book  opened  againft  them* 
.  Had  Paul  meant  the  Ceremonial  Law,  they  would 
not  have  well  underftood  him ;  for  the  Ceremonial 
Law  was  never  given  to  the  Gentiles :  but  the  Moral 
Law  was  written  on  all  their  hearts,  and  was  their 
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debt- book,  and  a  hand- writing  againft  chemi  and 
To  they  will  find  who  die  under  it,  whether  Jew  or 
GentUr.  *f  He  that  fins  in  the  Law,  fliall  be 
**  judged  by  the  Law ;  and  he  that  fins  againft  the 
<*  Law  in  his  confcience,  (hall  be  a  law  to  hiroielf, 
^'  and  perifii  by  the  fame."  I  conclude,  the  Law  is 
the  faint's  firft  hufband  and  fchoolmaftcr^  and  it  is 
the  bond-fervant's  only  rule :  but  **  thofe  that  are 
*^  in  Chrift  have  crucified  the  flcfli,  with  the  affec- 
^  tions  and  lulls;  and  againft  fuch  there  is  no  Law/* 
'  I  conclude  with  infifting,  that  thai  rigbteoufnels 
which  (hall  filence  every  accufer  at  the  bar  of  God, 
and  give  a  title  to,  heaven,  is  an  imputed  one.  *'  No 
weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  fhall  profper: 
^nd  every  tongue  that  (hall  rife  againft  thee  in 
judgment,  rhou  flialt  condemn.  This  is  the 
*'  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
•'  righteoufncfs  is  of  me,  faith  the  Lord/*  I/au  lir. 
17.  r  Have  no  doubt  b.ut  our  opponents  will  be 
found  in  tha^  which  they  dcfcribe:  but  God  grants 
for  Chrift's  fake,  that  we  may  be  found  in  this. 
Amen. 
,    I  add  no  more. 
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A   SERMON,    &c. 


'Haogai  ii.  7,  i,  9; 

jind  I  will  Jhake  all  nations^  and  the  defire  of  alt 
nations  Jhall  come:  and  I  will  fill  this  houfe  ^ith 
glory ^  faith  the  Lord  of  hqfts. 

The  filver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine^  faith  the 
Lordofhofis. 

The  ghry  of  this  latter  houfe  Jhall  be  greater  than  of 
the  former^  faith  the  Lord  of  hofls:  and  in  this 
place  will  I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofls. 

X  HB  Jews  had  lately  come  from,  the  Babylonian 

captivity  J  they  had  received  Cyrus's  decree  to  build 

the  temple  of  God,  which  was  long  foretold,  even 

four  hundred  years,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah :  "  Thus 

faith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whofe  right 

hand  I  have  holden,  to  fubdue  nations  before  him. 

I  have  raifed  him  up  in  righteoufnefs,  and  I  will 

dire£b  all  his  ways.   He  fhall  build  my  city,  and  he 

(bail  let  go  my  captives,  not  for  price  nor  reward> 

faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts/'    And  then  the  former 

chapter  in  Ifaiah  concludes,  even  faying  to  J|citifii-» 

lem,  ^<  Thou  (halt  be  built,**  and  to  the  temple^ 

'*  Thy  foundation  ftiall  be  laid/' 

0 
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Aod^  as  foon  as  Jofhua  the  ion  of  Joledech  die 
high  prieft,  and  Zenibbabel  the  governor  of  the 
Jewilh  nation,  began  to  build,  tbey  found  a  great 
oppofition  from  the  governor  of  the  city  of  Samaria; 
that  governor,  and  feveral  more,  combined  toge- 
ther to  put  a  (top  to  this  work ;  and,  when  die 
Jews  found  thete  was  this  bbftacle  in  their  way, 
they  dropped  it,  and  every  man  went  away  to  his 

• 

own  houfe.  Upon  the  back  of  this^  God  ient  the 
prophet  Haggai  to  reprove  them,  faying,  **  Ye 
have  fown  much,  and  bring  in  little  s  ye  eat,  bat 
ye  haiw  not  enoughs  ye  drink,  but  ye  are  not  filled 
with  drink ;  ye  clothe  you,  but  there  is  none  warm; 
and  he  that  earneth  wages,  earneth  wages  to  pat  it 
into  a  bag  with  holes.  Therefore  the  heaven  over 
you  is  ftayed  from  dew^  and  the  earth  is  (tayed 
from  her  fruit/'  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  this  houfe 
of  mine  lies  waile,  and  ye  run  every  one  to  his  own 
hdufc.  They  concluded,  from  the  oppofition  made 
againft  them,  that  the  time  to  build  was  not  come; 
but  God  afks,  ''  Is  it  time  for  you,  O  ye,  to  dwdl 
in  your  ceiled  houfes,  and  this  my  houfe  lie  wafted** 
By  this  meflage  the  Holy  Ghoft  ftirred  up  the  go* 
vemor,  the  high  prieft,  and  the  remnant  of  die 
people,  and  to  work  they  went;  and  as  fbon  as  the 
foundation  was  laid,  ^^  Now  be  ftroi^  O  Zenib* 
babel,  faith  the  Lordj  and  be  ftrong,  O  Jolhua 
the  fon  of  Jofedech,  the  high  prieft;  and  be  ftrpn^ 
lUl  ye  people  of  the  land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  wofk» 
for  I  am  with  you^  faith  the  Lord  of  Hoft&  '*    It 


(  »  ) 

Ss  laid  that  the  yeung  men  were  glad  that  God  was 
going  to  have  a  hoiift  at  any  r ate,  and  rejoiced  i 
but  the  old  men^  remembering  the  magnificence  of 
the  former  llfufture>  confidered  this  houfe  as  no-> 
thing  to  the  former  houfe^  and  wept:  but  the 
Almighty  promifed  that,  notwithftanding  this  was 
the  cafcj  he  had  a  glory  to  bring  into  this  hovie, 
which  the  other  never  had.  'Mt  is  a  little  while/' 
fays  he,  '^  and  I  will  Ihake  the  heavens,  and  the 
earthy  and  the  fea,  and  the  dry  landi  and  I  will 
(hake  all  nations,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations  ihall 
come;  and  I  will  fill  this  houfe  with  glory,  laith 
the  Ljord  of  hofts."  And,  if  it  had  pleafed  me  to 
fill  it  with  earthly  fplendour,  ^'  the  (ilver  is  mine^ 
and  the  gold  is  mine;"'  I  have  it  at  my  command. 
I  tell  you,  I  have  another  g^ory ;  ^'  the  glory  of  this 
latter  houfe  Ihall  be  greater  than  of  the  former, 
iaith  the  Lord  of  hofts;  and  m  this  place  will  I 
give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.*' 

I  fhall  go  through  the  particulars  of  the  text; 
but  you  muft  give  me  leave,  as  there  are  many 
things  in  it,  to  handle  one  at  a  time. 

The  text  begins^  *^  And  I  will  fhake  all  nations/' 
The  next  thing  is»  ^*  And  the  deSre  of  all  na- 
tions fhall  come,  and  I  will  fill  this  houfe  with 
glory»  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.  The  filver  is  mine, 
and  the  gold  is  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.  The 
glory  of  this  latter  houfe  fhall  be  greater  than  of  the 
former,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts ;  and  in  this  glace 
^ill  I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.'' 
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Now  by  the  (hiking  of  all  nations  yoa  aix)  I 
may  take  it^  in  the  Brft  place^  to  mean,  removing 
them  from  their  old  bafes.  He  did  moll  wonder- 
fiiUy  fhake  and  unfettle  the  whole  Perfian  emjMre 
by  the  Greciani  and  the  Grecian  by  the  Roman. 
He  fliopk  the  Jewifli  nation  alfb^  and  by  and  by 
be  will  (hake  and  unfettle  all  nations,  and  give  theno 
up  to  Chrift;  and  of  this  the  prophet  Ezekiel  pro- 
phefie?,  sayings  '^  1  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn 
it,  until  He  comes,  whofe  right  it  is,  and  I  will  give 
it  him."  He  overturned  the  Perfian,  then  the  Ore- 
cian  i  then  he  overturned  the  Romans  by  the  Goths 
and  HunS}  and  he  will  overturn  the  Roman  again; 
and  I  believe  that  this  is  not  far  off  i  and  then  die 
delire  of  all  nations  (ball  come:  he  will  take  to 
himfelf  his  great  power,  and  reign i  and  then  his 
glory  (hall  not  be  confined  to  this  houfe,  but  the 
*'  glory  of  God  (hall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
corer  the  fca.'* 

'  What  I  underftand  by  the  (baking  of  the  eardi 
is  this;  there  are  two  foundations  on  which  all  the 
human  race  buUd,  and  there  are  no  more  i  the  rock 
and  the  fand.  You  have  the  account  of  this  by 
Chrift  himfelf  in  these  words:  **  Therefore,  who- 
foever  heareth  thefe  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth 
them,  I  will  liken  hinrt  unto  a  wife  man,  which  built 
his  houfe  upon  a  rock/'  Then  comes  the  /baking: 
f^  And  the  rain  defcended,  and  the  floods  came;, 
and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  houfe,  and 
it  fell  not,  for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock.     And 
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every  one  that  heareih  thefe  faying^  or  mihe^  Mi 
doeth  them  not^  (hall  be  likened  unto  a  foolifli  tnia, 
which  built  his  houfe  upon  the  fand^  and  the^^iti 
defcended,  and  the  floods  came,   and  thfc  winds 
folew^  and  beat  upon  that  hdufe^  and  it  fell>  and 
great  was  the  fell  of  it.** — Now  what  God  aims  nt 
by  the  fhaking,  is  bringing  men  from  their  own 
ways^  and  moving  them  from  their  old  bottoms* 
Among  the  Jews,  the  generality  of  them  founded 
their  hopes  upon  a  broken  law  and  their  l^al  fa^ 
orifices;  and  the  Gentile  world,  they  trufled  intheir 
own  gods.  But  wherever  the  golpel  comes^  it  is  in« 
tended  to  fweep  away  thefe  refuges  of  lies.  And  this 
is  the  reafon  of  all  the  terror,  horror,  chaflifement, 
^nd  fcourges,  with  which  fenfible  finners  are  exer- 
died :  it  is  to  deftroy  their  vain  confidences,  and 
falfe  hopes,  and  to  bring  them  from  their  own  foun« 
dations.   And,  as  foon  as  this  Ihaking  cbmes;  as  it 
did  upon  EzekiePs  dry  bones,  God  tells  them  thdt, 
when  he  has  unfettled  them,  he  will  take  poflcffion 
of  them  himfelf.     ^*  I  that  am  the  high  and  lofty 
One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  Holy, 
I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with  him  alfo 
that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the 
fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 
contrite  one."  And  again :  *^  To  this  man  will  I  look, 
even  to  him  that  is  poor,  aiid  of  a  contrite  heart, 
and  that  trembled  at  my  word."    There  is  (baking 
and  trembling  with  a  witnefs  at  his  reproof^  when 
God  j^  pleafed  to  accompany  his  word  with  the 
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fcmtr  of  hit  own  fptrici  fer  u  focm  as  die  fliaki^g 
and  crembUng  comes  on^  frlfe  hopes,  faUbcoafideiice^ 
snd  the  ftndy  foundadon^  all  pvc  way  tDgttfacrs 
•od  as  loon  as  ever  thefe  are  gone  God  takes  poA 
(effion  of  the  heart:  <^  I  dwell  with  hiai  that  is  of  a 
humble  and  contrite  heart,  and  that  trembles  at  my 
word ;  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  (he  humblcj  and  the 
heart  of  the  contrite  one."  It  is  by  thefe  ways,  as 
the  Pfalmift  fays,  that  we  are  brought  to  the  rock 
that  is  higher  than  we.  When  God  fent  his  word 
and  fpirit  to  David,  he  found  him  upon  the  fands 
and  when  this  foundation  gave  way,  down  he  wens 
into  deep  waters,  wherf  there  is  no  Handing.  But 
when  God  had  4eftroyed  his  k^l  hope,  his  fieiUy 
confidence,  and  ftripped  him  of  his  fdf-righteouf* 
neis,  then  he  brought  him  out  of  the  hcHiible  pit^ 
and  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  fet  his  feet  upoo  a 
rock :  "  Then,"  faith  the  pfalmift,  "  he  put  a  ilcw 
fong  into  my  mouth,  even  thaidcfgiving  to  God.*' 
Thus  God  led  him  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than 
he;  then  he  found  his  heart  fixed,  trufting  in  the 
Lord.  And  wherever  the  gofpel  comes,  there 
is  fure  to  be  a  ihaking;  fome,  having  their  felfe 
hopes  fliook,  bum  with  rage  at  the  truth,  and  op- 
pofe  it  with  all  their  might :  and  there  are  otho]^ 
who  feel  their  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  cordially  call- 
brace  him.  And  whenever  carnal  enmity  is  ftirnd 
up  againit  the  gofpel,  fuch  enemies  wage  war  wick 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  while  he  inflames  his  own  fer- 
vanes  with  love  and  zeal  for  the  truths  and  this  bt^ 
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gins  the  {iiophet*s  fiery  eoptefts  ^^  For  every  bottk 
of  the  wtrrior  is  with  confiifed  mxAkt  and  garments 
rolled  lA  blood;  but  this  ihaU  be  with  burning 
and  fiid  of  fire :  for  unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto 
us  a  fon  is  given/'  Our  Lord  ieems  to  fix  his  eye 
upon  that  paffiigc  when  he  lays,  ^^  Think  not  that 
I  am  cooae  to  £bnd  peace  on  the  earth;  I  come  not 
to  fend  peace;  but  a  fword^  and  a  fire;  and  what 
wHl  Ii»  if  it  be  already  kindledl  For  I  am  come  to 
let  a  man  at  variance  againft  his  own  houfes  for 
fiom  henceforth  there  ihall  be  five  in  one  J^uie 
diTidedf  three  againft  two>  and  two  agsunft  threc# 
Tlie  fiuher  ihall  be  derided  againft  the  ion,  and 
^m  fon  againft  the  fadiers  the  mother  againft  tha 
daqghter,  and  the  daughter  againft  the  modier/* 
&€•  Then  he  teUs  you  how  it  Ihall  operate  be-i 
twcen  the  feed  of  the  woman  and  the  feed  of  the 
ferpent.  If  three  are  for  God^  love  ftiali  bum  in 
them*  and  if  two  for  Satan,  heUiih  wrath  (hall  bum 
\fi  them  I  the  devil  leads  the  one,  and  the  Holy 
Spicit  leads  the  other :  and  this  breach  fliall  never 
be  cioiedj  nor  Ihall  any  mediator  ever  ftand  in  this 
gap. 

Now,  fays  God,  '^  I  will  fliake  ^  nadons,'*  and 
ufifettle  and  remove  them :  and  this  is  proved  by 
every  child  of  God»  if  he  will  aft  the  honeft  part, 
and  look  back,  and  fay  what  he  trufted  in;  ^*  Why/* 
lays  he,  <^  in  my  own  deceitful  heart,  and  in  my  own 
arm  Jbr  ftrength;  in  a  form  of  godlinefs  without 
the  power;  in  my  own  fuppofed  righteoufneis;  in 
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abroken  Itw,  and  in  my  obedience  to  it;  and  in 
my  re(bliitions»  vows,  promifes^  eye-fervkes,  and 
fupcrftitious  duties ;  by  which  I  endeavoured  to  re- 
commend  mylclf  to  the  £ivour  of  God.  Now  when- 
ever God's  word  reacheth  the  heart  it  removes  the 
finner  from  thefe  things  i  nor  can  he  be  £itisficd| 
until  fuch  time  as  he  hears  of  a  Saviour;  and  when 
Chrifti  with  all  bis  fidnefs  and  laving  benefits,  is 
fet  before  him,  when  faith  conies  by  hearings  and 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  brought  nigh^  then  he> 
brought  to.  the  chief  comer  ftone:  *^  Therefore, 
thus  faith  the  Lord  God>  Behold  I  lay  in  ZioDi 
for  a  foundation,  a  ttied  ftone,  a  precious  comer 
ftone,  a  fure  foundation;  and  he  that  belioredi 
Ihail  not  make  haftc/'  He  Ihall  never  be'aihamcd 
nor  confounded,  who  confides  in  this  rock.  God 
has  founded  Sion^  and  the  poor  of  his  people  ibait 
trufk  in  hinu 

Now  when  God  thus  (bakes  the  nations^  take  no- 
tice of  the  words:  *^  And  I  will  (hake  all  nadons? 
and  the  defire  of  all  nations  Ihall  come."  It  may  be 
aiked.  How  Jefus  Chrift  became  the  defire  of  all 
nations  ?  Do  you  obferve  this,  that  wherever  dicrc 
was  a  flouriihing  city,  a  city  famous  for  trade  and 
commerce,  there  the  Jews  generally  flocked  io 
great  numbers.  This  appears  plainly  in  the  apof- 
tles'  days;  for  into  whatfoever  city  of  the  eaft  the 
apoftles  entered,  they  were  fure  to  find  Jews,  and 
profelytes  to  the  Jewifli  religion.;  There  ware,  I 
believe^  but  few  opulent  cities  in  the.  eaft  that  had 
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not  a  Jevifli  iynagogue  In  it ;  for  if  there  Were  but 
ten  Jews,  or  Jewifh  profelytes,  thef  were  allowed 
by  the  grand  fenate  of  lirael  to  have  a  fynagogue: 
and  they  were  fore  to  gain  prolelytes  wherever  they 
fettled  i  for  our  Lord  fays  they  compaflcd  fea  and 
land  to  make  one  profelyte.  In  this  way  the  Jewiih 
religion  fpread,  and  with  it  the  hope  of  Ifrael  was 
ipread  abroad  alfo ;  for  Paul  tells  us  that  the  whole 
twelve  tribes  fervcd  God  day.  and  night  in  hope  to 
come.  It  is  left  alfo  upon  record,  ^'  There  fEall 
come  a  ftar  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  iceptre  Ihall  rife  out 
of  Ifraelj  and  Ihall  fmite'the  corners  of  Moab."  It 
is  thought  by  the  learned,  that  this  prophecy  of  Bar 
ham  was  left  upon  recor'd  10  the  people  of  his 
own  country ;  fo  that,  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  ftar 
(fuch  as  were  aftronomers),  they  came  away  from 
the  eail  to  Jerufalem  to  make  inquiry,  ikying, 
'^  Where  is  he  that  is  bom  King  of  the  Jews,  for 
we  have  feen  his  ftar  in  the  eaft.'*  And  that  coun« 
try  lay  a  great  way  from  Jerufalem,  which  ihews 
that  Jefus  Chrift  was  expe£bcd,  and  much  defired, 
in  thofe  parts.  And  there  feems  to  have  been  a  ge- 
neral expectation  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  coming; 
even  the  woman  of  Samaria  could  fay,  *'  We  know 
that  Meffiah  cometb,  and  when  he  is  come  he  will 
tell  us  all  things/'  As  foon  as  the  Baptift  appeared 
the  nfieflengers  were  fent  by  the  grand  council  to 
inquire,  ^^  Art  thou  he  that  ibould  come  ?*'  and  the 
poor  illiterate  difciples  cried  out,  ^'  We  have  found 
the  Meffiah/'  My  text  calls  him  «  the  defire  of  all 
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Atdons;'*  and,  bkfled  be  God,  wc  icsp  tiit  benefia* 
of  his  comings  as  the  promifed  feed,  in  whom  the 
families  of  the  earth  fliall  be  blefled. 

But  then  you  will  afk  the  realbn  of  hia  bearing 
the  name  of  the  defire  of  all  nations.    The  reaibft 
is,  becaufe  all  burdened  finners  defire  him,  to  favc 
them  from  fin;   and,  when  this  defiie  is  accoai- 
plilhed,  it  is  fwect  to  the  ibuk    I  will  not  lay  that 
every  individual  of  mankind  defire  him;  fi>r,  as 
Chrift  fays,  ^  the  whole  need  not  the  pliyfician,  buc 
thofe  that  are  ficjc.**   Thene  ever  will  be  firnie  tbat 
are  excluded  from  the  life  6f  the  gofpel.    But  the 
fenfibly  loft  man,  that  has  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  fet 
before  him,  that  man  will  part  with  all,  to  have  a 
part  and  lot  in  his  fidvation :  he  wiU  feek  him  early, 
for  the  Scripture  fays,  that  *^  Ifrael  (hall  be  faved  in 
the  Lord;**  then  out  of  him  there  is^  no  (alvadon: 
and  God  tells  us  that  he  (hall  be  his  (alvadon  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.   And  God  teaches  fenfifale  finneis 
to  know  that  there  is  falvation  in  no  other  name: 
and  he  does  fet  him  before  us  in  the  goipel  as  our 
everlafting  light,  our  only  and  all*fufficient  favioui; 
being  God  and  Lord.    And  loft  finners,  who  know 
the  fpiritualicy  and  holinefs  of  God's  law, — that  are 
acquainted  with  the  depth  of  man's  fall,  and  the 
depravity  of  human  nature, — that  are  confcious  of 
their  loft  ftate,  and  of  the  necefilty  of  having  the 
blood  of  Chrift  to  purge  their  confcicnces,  and  the 
righteoufneis  of  Chrift  to  jufti(y  them,  and  the 
of  Chrift  to  iubdue  their  fins;~*fiich  are 
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laught  to  know  that  grace  and  gbiy  are  the  gifts 
of  Chrift.  Thefe  are  the  men  that  defire  Chrift, 
becaufe  of  the  favour  of  his  good  ointments :  and 
fuch  fouls  cannot  reft,  till  they  fee  their  intcreft  in 
]um :  therefore  God  calls  him  the  defire  of  all  na- 
tions; '*  I  will  ihake  att  nations,  and  the  defire  of 
all  nations  (haU  come.'*  Aiid  take  notice  of  thisj 
there  never  was  any  intenfe,  real,  or  fpiritual  de* 
iires  in  a  finner's  heart  for  a  whole  Chrift,  till  God 
himielf  put  it  there;  for  all  our  feeling  fenfe  of 
want,  our  hungerings  and  thirftiogs  after  the  grace 
of  God,  and  the  r^bteoufnefs  of  Chrifl:,  do  Ipriog 
from  the  quickenmg  influences  and  operations  oi 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  And  whenever  that  blcfled 
Spirit  does  enter  the  heart,  and  begin  his  work, 
he  will  not  fuffer  that  man  to  iettlc  on  hi$  lees^ 
he  will  not  fiifitr  him  to  reft  in  his  own  perform^- 
aocess  he  will  empty  him  from  veflel  to  veilel,  till 
he  makes  him  a  veHH  of  mercy,  and  fills  him  with 
his  own  treafures.  > 

Our  dear  Lord«  is  called  the  defire  of  all  na- 
tions ;  and  thofe  that  have  already  bad  their  defires 
kindled  by  the  Spirit,  and  thefe  defires  gratified  by 
the  manifeflation  of  Chrift,  may  fay,  with  the  wife 
man,  that  '^  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  fick ; 
but  when  the  defire  cometh  it  is  a  tree  of  lifi^'*  By 
the  tree  of  life  he  does  not  mean  believers,  though 
fuch  are  called  trees  of  rightepufnefs ;  but  he  means 
Chrift.  He  does  not  put  it  in  the  plural,  but  in  the 
fingular*   When  the  defire  cgmeth,  it  is  a  tree  of 
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life:  Chrift  is  this  tree,  and  lie  bears  twelve  manner 
of  fruits  in  all  believers.  That  very  feme  Saviour, 
that  was  typified  by  the  tree  of  life  in  the  garden  of 
Eden,  is  now  (in  truth)  the  tree*  of  life  in  the  para- 
difc  of  God.  And  Solomon  tells  us  that,  when 
our  defires  are  gratified,  (that  is  when  the  heart's 
dcfire  is  accompliflied),  it  is  fweet  to  the  Ibuh 
Now  he  is  called  the  tree  of  life  in  the  believer,  be- 
caufe  he  fpreads  his  quickening  influences  through 
every  power  of  the  foul,  and  banifhes  fpiritual  death, 
the  fting  of  it,  the  bondage  of  it,  the  power  of  it, 
and  even  the  fear  of  it.  By  faith  this  tree  now 
lives  and  flouriihes  in  us;  and  in  eternal  glory  we 
ihall  feaft  our  eyes  and  ears,  our  hearts  and  fbuls^ 
upon  him  for  ever  and  ever.  "  He  that  bvcrcom- 
eth  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  iji 
the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God/' 

Let  me  aflc  you.  Have  you  ever  felt  your  con- 
fcience  ftung  with  guilt  ?  Have  you  ever  felt  the 
commandment  of  the  law  come  home  with  its 
dreadful  curfe  and  killing  power,  fo  as  to  revive 
your  fin,  and  flay  you  ?  If  you  have,  let  me  tell  you 
that  the  leaves  of  this  tree  are  to  heal  the  nations : 
eternal  life  is  in  its  very  name;  and  the  fi"uit  is 
fuch  as  fills  the  foul  with  joy  unipeakable  and  full 
of  glory ;  fuch  as  the  natural  eye  never  faw,  the 
uncircumcifed  ear  never  heard,  nor  the  carnal  heart 
never  conceived :  but  the  Holy  Ghoft  reveals  them, 
and  renews  the  foul  to  embrace  them,  feel  them, 
feed  upon  them,  g(ow  and  flourifli  by  them,  and 
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rejoice  in  them^  -  as  the  firft  fruits  of  the  harveft  of 
glojy.  So  much  for  (baking,  removing,  and  un- 
iettling  us  from  our  fan^y  foundations,  in  order  to 
lead  us  to  the  Rock,  the  only  bafis  of  God's  church,' 
againft  which  foundation  Satan,  fin,  and  death,  can- 
not prevail.  This  is  God's  foundation  in  the  holy 
mountain,  Pfalm  Ixxxvii.  .i«  And  in  this  holy  hill 
we  find  the  feaft  of  fat  things,  of  marrow  and  fat- 
oels,  before  defcribed. 

In  the  next  place,  fays  God,  "  I  will  fill  this 
houfc  with  glory.*'  If  we  obferve  what  was  the 
glory  of  the  former  temple,  we  (hall  find  a  vaft  trca- 
fure,  which  David  had  ztnaffed  together,  and  which 
Solomon  expended  in  the  building  and  adorning  of 
It*  The  gold  and  Clver  were  immenfe:  the  cofWy 
(lones,  and  all  (brts  of  precious  (lones;  the  i;ich  and 
noble  furniture;  the  curious  veflels;  its  ornaments 
and  adornings ;  the  wonderful  plan,  form,  pattern, 
and  model  of  it,  being  given  by  God  himlelf,  as 
we  read  i  Chron,  xxviif.  19.  All  this  grandeur 
was  as  if  it  came  from  heaven;  there  never  was 
fuch  an  houfe  built  before:  it  was  to  be  wonder- 
fully great,  2  Chron.  ii.  9.  The  dedication  of  it 
was  moft  grand  and  noble. .  Solomon  was  mod 
richly  attired;  the  brazen  fcaflfbld  on  which  he 
ftood;  the  heavenly  prayer  he  put  up;  the  many 
thoufands  of  priefts  which  attended ;  the  wonderful 
garb  ot  the  high  priefts,  and  inferior  priefts;  the 
melody  of  thc;r  fongs,  and  of  their  innumerable  in- 
ftruments  of  mufick;  and,  above  all,  God,  in  an- 
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Iwer  CO  SolCKhon's  prayeft  defeenM  m  a  doudf 
pillar,  and  fiUed  the  houfe  with  his  prefence,  to  that 
the  priefts  could  not  ftand  to  minifter,  becaufe  of 
the  cloud,  **  for  the  glory  of  the  Ix>rd  had  filled  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord/'  i  Kings  viiL  ii.  Nererthelefi, 
^^  The  glory  of  this  latter  hotife  (hall  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  former;  and  in  this  place  will  I 
give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hc^s.*'  But  this 
glory  could  not  be  either  in  its  fizc,  its  magnificence^ 
or  its  furniture  i  for  in  all  thefe  things  it  came  far 
/hort  of  the  former  houfe^  for  it  appeared  in  di6 
eyes  of  the  old  nrten  as  nothing,  when  compared  to 
Solomon's  temple,  infbmuch  that  the  old  men  wept 
at  the  fight  of  it.  To  whom  God  replies.  The 
gold  is  mine,  and  the  filver  is  mine,  if  I  choofe  to 
adorn  it  with  thefe  things  i  but  I  have  a  greater,  a 
better,  and  a  more  divine  and  heavenly  glory  tcr 
bring  into  this  houfe,  in  which  it  fhall  exceed  the 
former. 

Now  do  you  obierve  this,  that  there  were  ie- 
vcral  things  in  that  firft  temple  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  wonderfiiUy  gloried  in$  and  yet  the  whole 
Bible  gives  no  account  of  them  to  be  found  in 
tht  fecond  temple.  The  firft  thing  that  the  Jews 
had  to  glory  in  was  the  Ark;  it  was  the  throne 
of  God,  as  Jeremiah  calls  it,  **  A  glorious  high 
throne  from  the  beginning  is  the  place  of  our  (anc- 
tuary,**  Jeremiah  xvii.  1 1.  It  was  an  oblMg  cheft; 
the  mercy-feat  upon  ir^  the  law  was  in  it,  and  the 
cherubims  ftood  on  each  end  of  iti  and  it  was 
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0(}d*s  4ner6]r*frat»  where  he  met  and  commaned 
with  the  priefts.  This  was  in  the  former  heufe^ 
Imt  nerer  was  in  the  latter.  *'  In  thofe  days,  faith 
the  Lord^  they  ihall  fay  no  more,  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord;  neither  fliall  it  come  to 
mind;  neither  (hall  they  remember  it ;  neither  (hall 
they  vifit  it;  neither  (hall  that  be  done  any  more," 
Jer.  iii.  i6.  This,  I  believe,  was  never  more  fccn 
after  the  deftrufbion  of  the  firft  temple  by  the  king 
of  Babylon.  Hence  it  is  plain  that  the  glory  of  the 
latter  houfe  did  not  lie  in  the  ark,  nor  yet  in  the 
mercy-feat. 

2.  We  have  no  account  of  God's  descending  in 
a  doud  at  the  dedication  of  the  latter  houfe.  There 
was  no  token  or  fymbol  of  the  divine  majefty ;  no 
clogd  of  glory  was  feen;  no  divine  train  of  the 
brilliant  perfection  of  God  di^layed,  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  this  latter  houfe: — therefore  this  excelling 
glory  mull:  lie  in  fomething  more  than  tokens, 
figns,  or  fymbols. 

3.  We  do  not  read  of  the  holy  fire  conring 
down  from  heaven  upon  the  altar  of  burnt-offering, 
to  confume  the  facrifice,  in  this  latter  houfe,  nor 
of  any  thing  like  it. 

4.  The  holy  anointing  oil,,  which  was  ufed  at 
the  coniecration  of  priefts^  feems  alfo  to  be  miffing 
in  the  latter  houfe :  nor  do  we  read  any  thing  of  it 
under  the  fecond  temple,  that  I  know  of. 

5.  The  urim  and  thummim,  by  which  God 
was  confulted^  wa3  not  in  the  iecond  temple;  for. 


(     16    ) 

although  we  read  of  it  in  Nebemiah,  vti.  6^,  yet 
the  Jews  allow  that  thefe  were  not  found>  thov^ 
they  were  fought  after :  and,  Co  fuppljr  the  place  of 
thefe,  the  Jews  invented  what  they  called  Bath  Col, 
which  the  learned  fay  had  more  the  appearance  of 
the  necromancy  of  the  heathens,  than  of  commu^ 
nion  with  the  Almighty. 

6.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Shechina  dwelt 
in  the  fecond  temple.  We  have  no  rcquefts  made 
under  the  latcer  houfe,  that  he  that  dwelt  between 
the  cherubims  would  (hine  forth,  ftir  up  his  ftrei^|th» 
and  come  amongft  iis« 

7*  It  is  a  queftion  whether  the  Holy  Ghoft  (as 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy)  was  given  under  the  (ecead 
temple.  Some  think  this  ceafed  from  the  days  of 
Malachi,  which  appears  from  the  following  paf- 
fage:  **  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that  when  any 
(hall  yet  prophefy,  then  his  father  and  his  mother 
that  begat  him  (hall  fay  unto  him,  thou  Ihak  not 
live,  for  chou  ff)eake(l  lies  in  the  name  of  the  X^rd: 
and  his  father  and  his  mother  that  begat  him  ihall 
thruft  him  through  when  he  prophefieth,'*  Zecfa. 
xiii.  3.  It  appears  that  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ceaied 
in  Ifracl  for  many  years.  The  Old  Teftament  is 
concluded  by  Malachi,  the  laft  of  the  prophets; 
and  as  the  oracles  of  God  were  -finiihed,  and  lefr 
upon  record,  fo  they  prophefied  until  John,  as 
Chiift  fays;  but,  in  the  days  of  John^  good  old 
Simeon,  and  Anna  the  good  old  widow»  as  wcU  as 
jiUizabeth  and  the  blelTed  virgin;  all  thefe  icem  to 
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be  UeiSid  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy;  which 
fhews  that  he  was  given  a  littk  before  Chrift  came, 
and  that  €o  do  a$  he  always  has  done,  and  ever 
wiU  do ;  namely*  •*  leftify  pf  Chrift/'  He  en- 
lightens poor  fouls  to  fee  their  loii  ftate^  and 
their  need  of  a  Saviour^  ^nd  animates  them,  and 
"'itrndfl  their  hearts  aj^r  him  :  lie  kindles  new  de^ 
(ires>  and  raifes  up  new  hopes  and  expedUtions ;  he 
lets  thenn  upon  the  watch-cower,  and  keeps  them 
longing  and  looking  out ;  he  awakens  their  atten* 
tion,  and  makes  them  perceive  the  Lord's  moft 
dift^nt  footfteps  upon  the  mountains,  as  well  as  his* 
nearer  approaches*  .And  wonderfully  did  he  ftir 
up  the  fouls  of  men,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  a 
little  before  the  Holy  One  of  lirael  appeared  But 
to  return  to  my  fubjeft ; — Seeing  the  fecond  temple 
came  fo  far  fliort  of  the  firft  in  0ze,  in  architcAure, 
in  its  richnefs,  its  furniture,  in  its  dedication,  in 
fymbols,  and  fhadows,  where  is  its  excelling  glory  i 
According  to  what  learned  men  write,  the  Jews,^ 
the  inveterate  enemies  to  our  blefled  Saviour,  hava 
invented  many  things  which  they  call  the  excelling 
glory  of  thf  latter  houfe :  they  iay  that  its  glory 
Ifiy  in  the  duration  of  it,  bccaufe  it  ftood  ten  years 
longer  than  the  firft  temple  did.  Others  fay  that 
Alexander  the  Great  viGted  this  houfe,  and  that 
facrifices  were  offered  up  for  him,  about  the  time 
of  his  befieging  the  city  of  Tyre,  in  his  expedition 
againft  Darius.  But  a  heathen,  an  idolator,  a 
murderer,  a  robber,  and  one  who  lived  in  the  fin 
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of  Sodom,  could  bring  no  glory  to  this  latter 
houie,  but  rather  nrtake  it  a  den  of  thieves. 

There  are  others  who  tell  us  that  the  glocy  of 
this  latter  houfe  confided  in  the  number  of  perfons 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Judea,  which  in  the  days  of 
the  Maccabees  became  profelytes,  fuch  as  the  Edo- 
mites  and  the  Moabites;  and  that  they  broi^ht 
fuch  a  vail  treafure  into  this  houfe,  and  enriched  it 
to  that  degree,  that  they  made  the  glory  of  the 
latter  houfe  to  exceed  the  glory  of  the  former.  But 
then  gold  and  filver,  as  a  good  man  well  obferves, 
IS  not  included  in  this  glory  j  **  The  filver  is  minc« 
^nd  the  gold  is  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts;" 
and  though  there  is  but  little  gold  and  filver  in  this 
houfe,  when  compared  with  the  other,  yet  «  The 
glory  of  this  latter  houfe  ihall  be  greater  than  of 
the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts/* 

Some  Jews  make  the  glory  of  this  latter  houfe 
to  exceed  the  glory  of  that  built  by  Solomon,  after 
it  had  been  rebuilt,  enlarged,  and  adorned  by 
Herod  the  Great  j  when  for  beauty,  fplendour,  and 
magnificence,  it  exceeded  the  temple  of  Solomon ; 
and  indeed  Jofephus  fpeaks  much  iti  piaile  of 
Hefod*s  architedlure,  and  of  the  temple  as  rebuilt 
by  him.  But  the  glory  of  this  latter  houfe  con- 
fids  not  in  its  fizc,  its  beauty,  its  grandeur,  or  irs 
excellent  workmanihip.  Nor  can  this  houic  be 
Called  the  defire  of  all  nations ;  nor  is  the  ccmpk 
in  the  lead  intended  by  th&  glory  nr>entioned  in  my 
text;  but  it  is  fomething  that  was  to  be  brought 


into  it.  '^The  deQjx:  of  4II  MtiooH^Ai^  toai(e« 
and. I  mil  fiUthis  boofe  with  glory,  iaith  (Ik. U>ftl 
af  hofts,*".  Hags»t  ji,  7.  Hcnte  we  fee  ^ 
temple  itfelf  a  no  rp^rc  of  this  glorf,  for  th«t«  bad 
been  Aaoding- near  four  luindred  yeara  before  kwaa 
filled  with  this  prowlfed  glory  ^  f^  that  the  temple 
and  the  glory  are  two  diftind  things ;  the  former 
wasa  den  of  thieves,  but  the  latter  i$  ^'  ImmanueU 
God  with,  us/'  «  The  gbry  of  this  houfc  fhall  be 
g^ter  than  the  former,  and  in  this  place  will  I 
give  peace,  faith  die  Lord  of  hofts/' ,  There  be 
many  things  in  Scripture  that .  are  called  glory^ 
fuch  as  the  majcfty  and  grandeur  of  earthly  princes, 
God  gave  to  Nebuchadnezzar  a  kii>gdom,  power> 
and  ftrength,  and  glory,  Dan.  ii.  37.  Our  Lord 
afcribes  glory  to  Solomon.  ^'  CflnQder  the  lilie» 
of  the  field  how  they  grow  5  they  toil  pot,  neither 
do  they  fpin  j  and  yet  I  fay  unto  you,  that  ev^p 
•iioloaaon  in  all  hi^  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one 
of  thefe/'  For  there  was  a  deal  of  toiling  and 
fpinning  too,  in  order  to  array  Solomon :  the  bowe)s 
of  the  earth,  the  ibeep,  the  (ilk- worm,  mu((  4)1 
contribute  to  fct  him  .off; .  and  it  is  but  artificial 
after  all.  But  the  lily  appears  arrayed  in  its  own 
native  glory  and  beauty,  aqd  no  art  can  come  up 
to  nature }  no  arttft.can  reach  thcM^v^orkipanfbip  9f 
God.  The  greateft  glory  that  adotns  the  creation 
appears  to  be  the  fun :  we  read  of  the  glory  of -the 
.  fun,  and  of  the  moon,  and  of  thi^  ftars ;  but  the  ftm 
.  ftands  firit  upoi^  the  lill  of  ^  the  heavehly  b^dt^. 

c  2 
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JflM  gloTf  «f  tile  foil  proclaims  the  glory  ofOa^ 
ni poccnee ;  but  the  image  of  God  in  Adam  was  a 
dtfpla^  of  the  glorf  of  God's  graoer  This  was  a 
greater  glory  than  that  of  the  fan.  Ackm  was  the 
image  and  glory  of  God,  but  the  woman  the  ^ory 

^  of  the  man.  But  aU  have  finnedi  and  tberefinv 
aU  have  come  fliort  of  this  glory  of  God. 

The  excelling  glory  in  my  text  is  die  incania* 
tion  of  God's  eternal  Son  s  and  by  thb  we  are  en- 
aUed  to  anfwer  both  the  queftion  of  Job^  and  that 
of  the  wife  man;  *^  Who  can  bring  a  dean  thing 
out  of  an  unclean  ?  Not  one,'*  Job  xiv.  4.  And 
yet  God  can>  and  hath  done  it:  here  is  a  holy 
thing  bom  of  a  fkiful  woman  ;  a  living  and  life- 
giving  root  out  of  a  dry  ground  *M$  there  any 
thing  whereof  it  may  be  faid,  fee,  this  is  new^' 
Eccl.  i.  10.  Te$t  there  is—**  For  the  Lord  hadi 
-created  a  n^w  thing  in  the  earth,  a  woman  (hall 
compais  a  man,**  Jer.  xzxi.  22.  In  this  wonder- 
ful work  we  fee  the  fecond  Adam  and  everlafting 
Father.  We  fee  our  nature,  after  a  long  feparation 
from  God,  made  nigh  again,  being  united  00  the 
perfon  of  God's  eternal  Son,  fo  as  to  be  fepararedno 
more.  Our  nature  loft,  ruined,  polluted^  defiled, 
and  in  itfelf  undone;  but  by  the  incamadon  of 
Ghrift  we  fee  it  reftored  and  made  holy,  harmlefi, 
and  undefiled,  afcended  and  exalted  ftr  above  all 
heavens.  In  this  nature  of  ours,  which  Chrift  af* 
fumed,  dwells  all  the  fiilneis  of  the  godhead  bodily. 
There  is  not  a  name  nor  a  title  that  God  takes  to 


him&lC;  oot  a  peife^on,  qutlUy*  or  attf  ibvtc  Jtbat 
is  peculiar  to  chc  Dcity«  but  what  dwelk^  in^l  their 
glory,  in  all  their  f\ilne(3»  and  in  all  ihcir  meanings 
in  the  man  Chn&  Jcfus ;  <^  in  hiin  dwells  dU  thr 
fulnefs  of  the  godhead  bodily." 

The  Holy  Ghoft  filled  every  power  of  hif 
human  ibul  widi  wifdom  and  knowledge,  grace  and 
truth,  like  an  overflowing  fountain.  He  is  the 
fountain  of  life»  the  well  of  ialvatlon,  and  a  river  of 
water  in  a  dry  place.  The  Spirit  was  not  given  by 
meafiirc  unto  iiino,  but  with  all  his  power  and 
glory„  with  all  his  g^ts  and  graces,  and  with  all  iiis 
influences  and  operations.  This  heavenly  dove 
was  the  aoointiqg  oil  upon  his  head,  and  the  holy 
fire  in  his  hearty  the  confecration  of  his  everlafling 
prieflibood,  and  his  beft  benediftion  to  the  children 
of  men.  To  all  which  we  may  add— the  hypof«- 
tatical  and  indiflfpluble  union  that  fubfifis  between 
his  own  divine  perfon,  and  the  perfon  of  his  Father^ 
being  one  in  eflience :  the  onenels  of  nature  that 
fubfifts  between  them  is  inconceivable,  yet  fo  it  is* 
•*  I  and  my  Father  are  one,"  John  x.  30.  Their 
mutual  indwelling  in  each  other  cannot  be  com- 
prehended by  us,  but  fo  it  is,  for  our  bleflfed  Lord 
dcdares  it;» — *'  Ac  Father  is  in  mc,  and  I  in  himj'' 
John  X*  38.  *'  The  Father  that  dwelledi  in  me, 
he  doeth  the  works,"  John  xiv.  ip.  Lay  all 
thefe  things  together,  and  confider  the  fpotlefs  na«- 
ture  that  he  aflfumedt  holy,  harmlefs,  and  unde« 
filed.    Confider  xhe  fiilaefi  of  che  godhead  th«t 
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dwelt  in  him ;  the  fblhefs  of  the  Spirit,  with  aD 
his  gifts  and  graces  i  the  ui^n  and  onenels  of  na« 
ture  that  fubfiils  between  him  and  his  divine  Fatheri 
his  high  and  holy  calling  to  his  wonderful  offiees ; 
the  oath  and  facred  confecration  which  attended 
his  inveftiture  -,  and,  if  fubftance  exceeds  (hadow« 
and  truth  exceeds  type ;  and  if  God  manifeftcd  in 
the  £e(h  exceeds  flgn  and  fynibol  i  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  the  glory  of  the  latter  houfe  was 
greater  thaa  the  glory  of  the  former.  And  this  my 
text  declares^  fi-om  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  of  bofis, 
who  is  the  bcft  judge  of  thcfc  things. 

To  which  excelling  glory  we  may  add  the 
glorious  v^ork  he  came  to  do.  He  came  to  bring 
God  and  man  together  by  his  incarnation ;  to  make 
himfelf  an  offering  for  fin,  and,  by  his  grand  obla- 
tion, to  pcrfeft  for  ever  all  that  are  fanflified  or  fct 
apart  in  the  purpofe  of  God:  to  finifh  tranfgreflSoo 
by  bearing  it,  and  aboliihing  it  from  the  book  of 
God's  remembrance.  ChriH  made  fuch  an  end  of 
it,  as  that  it  fhall  never  bQ  imputed  to  us,  nor  be 
even  found  when  it  is  fought  after,  Jer.  I.  lo.  He 
made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  reindatcd 
rebellious  man  rn  the  favour  of  the 'Almighty,  and 
in  eterrial  friendfhip  with  him.  He  fulfilled  all  the 
proniifes  and  prophecies,  and  was  the  truth  of  all 
the  types,  and  fiibftance  of  all  the  fhadows,  that 
ever  went  before,  as  they  all  pointed  out  God's  good 
will  to  men;  He  is  the  cfie6l  of  every  divine 
vififon  given  in  the  prophetic  age;  he  brought  all 
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to  lights  and  be  brought  all  to  pafs^.and  he  is  the 
vifion  that  ftill  fpeaks,  while  faith,  life,  and  righte* 
ouihefs  attend  his  word ;  for  the  juft  man  fiill  lives 
by  his  faith,  and  this  is  his  voice  in  ail  his  saints. 

He  came  in  the  flelh  to  deftroy  the  devil*^ 
works ;  I  mean  fin,  by  bearing  it  away;  and  death, 
by  his  refurredion  from  the  dead ;  and  thefe  are 
the  two  props  and  pillars  of  Satan's  empire  upon 
which  his  kingdom  ftands.  The  Saviour  blotted 
out  our  fins  as  a  cloud  from  our  divine  creditor's 
debt-book;  he  fprinkles  clean  water  upon  our 
canfcience :  one  drop  of  this  water  is  faith,  which 
purifies  the  heart  from  all  its  filthinefs ;  and  anotlier 
drop  is  love,  and  this  deanfes  us  from  all  our  idols. 
By  his  imputed  righteoufnefs  he  juftifies  us  from 
fin;  by  the  empire  of  his  grace  he  counterads  its 
reign;  at  our  death  he  will  abolilh  it  from  the 
Ibul,  and  at  the  refurredion  he  will  banifh  it  from 
the  body ;  **  he  (hall  change  our  vile  bodies,  and 
faihion  them  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body:"  then 
will  fin  be  finally  abdiflied,  death  will  be  fwallow« 
ed  up  in  vidory ;  the  uncircumcifed  and  the  un*^ 
clean  (hall  no  more  pafs  through  the  city  of  Salem, 
nor  the  Canaanite  be  found  any  more  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  of  hods. 

We  may  take  notice  further  of  thie  gloxy  that 
ftill  attends  the  gofpel.  The  temple,  or  the  houfe 
mentioned  in  my  text,  was  a  type  of  the  three  fol- 
lowing things ; — 

ift.  It  reprefented  heaven  :  *'  the  Holy  Ghoft 
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chh  figntfying,  that  the  way  into  the  hoKeft  of  aU 
was  not  yet  made  mansfcft,  while  as  the  fiift  taber« 
nack  was  yet  ftanding^  which  was  a  figure  for  the 
time  then  preient :  but  Chrift  being  come,  an  h^ 
prieft  of  goods  things  to  <x>mt^  by  a  greater  and 
more  perfect  tabernacie,  not  made  with  faanda,  diat 
16  to  lay,  not  of  this  building,  neither  by  the  biood 
of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  own  blood,  he 
entered  m  once  into  the  holy  [dace,  having  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  us."* 

2d»  The  tabernxle  and  temple  wenc  typical  of 
the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  who  tabernaded  among  us; 
and  this  he  himlelf  intimates  when  he  fays,  ^*  De- 
ftroy  this  temple,  and  m  three  days  I  will  raife  it 
up  :*'  but  he  fpake  of  the  temple  of  his  body.  And, 

3d.  It  was  a  figure  of  the  church  of  God,  which 
is  called  the  tenriple  of  the  living  God,  as  God  hath 
faidy  **  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  tiiem." 

The  firft  ubemacle  was  built  partly  with  the 
Ipoils  of  Egypt,  and  perhaps  partly  with  the  ipoik 
taken  in  the  wars  with  Sibon  and  Og ;  and  partly 
with  the  firee-will  ofierings  of  the  people.  And 
the  temple  of  Solomon  appears  to  have  been  built 
with  the  fpoils  taken  in  David's  wars,  and  with  the 
ofierings  of  Ifrach  And  fo  in  like  manner  is  the 
church  of  God ;  there  is  not  a  lively  ftone,  a  wedge 
of  gold,  or  a  precious  jewel,  in  all  the  buildiag  of 
mercy,  but  what  the  king  of  Zion  takes  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Amorite  with  his  fword  (Pfahn,  xliv. 
3),  and  with  his  bow  (Rev.  vi.  2.)     And,  when 
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tbefc  ffknls  aine  taken  from  the  mighty ^  and  thde 
lawful  captives  delivered,  then  diejrwiUingjjifrofiec 
tbemfelves« 

The  next  chmg  done,  k  building  die  taber* 
nacle  and  temple,  was  tbe  coofecradon  of  theb 
matrrials.  The  tsebernacie,  the  books^  the  people^ 
and  aknoft  all  die  vefiels  of  the  miniftry,  were 
pui^ged  with  blood ;  and  wiriiout  fliedding  of  blood 
there  is  no  remilBon.  '<  It  was  necelTary  that  the 
patterns  of  things  in  tbe  heavens  iboold  be  purified 
with  diefe ;  but  the  heavenly  things  tbemfelves/' 
or  the  veSBsh  of  mercy,  ^  with  better  &crifice$ 
than  thcfe.'* 

Another  part  of  their  coniecration  was  oil  and 
Ipice ;  and,  if  this  was  not  Iprinkkd  upon  all  the 
materials,  all  the  materials  were  perfumed  by  the 
odoin-  of  them. 

Two  men  called  of  God>  and  called  by  name, 
were  infpired  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  fiunilhed 
with  wifdom  from  above  to  put  theie  materials  of 
the  tabernacle  together ;  and  Solomon,  not  David, 
was  to  build  the  temple.  Divine  wifdom  had  a 
hand  in  all  their  joints  and  joinings,  and  fo  it  is 
now«  Every  builder,  that  builds  to  purpofc,  muft 
foe  endowed  with  wifdom  from  above,  or  be  made 
wife  to  falvation,  or  he  can  be  of  no  ufe  in  God's 
building  j  for  fuch  are  fure,  iirft  or  laft,  to  fet  at . 
naught  the  chief  Corner- ftone,  and  prefer  the  fand$ 
nor  will  fuch  choofe  gold,  filver,  or  precious  (lones, 
but  rather  hay,  flraw,  and  flubble.     A  builder  of 
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this  houfe  muft  be  joined  to  the  Lord^  and  in  fel- 
lowlhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  i  and  be  in 
covenant  with  God,  and  underftand  the  bond  of 
peaoe^  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  divine  love,  the 
bond  of  all  perfcdtnefs,  or  he  can  be  of  no  ufe :  be 
may  paint,  plafter,  and  daub,  but  he  is  no  joinen 

Buc  the  completing  and  perfefting  work  was 
the  grand  and  glorious  entrance  of  the  Lord  into 
it,  when  he  took  pofleflion  of  the  houfe,  and  aiade 
it  his  habitation.  Here  the  glory  of  God  ap- 
peared, and  out  of  Zion,  the  perfeflion  of  beauty, 
he  (hined  forth.  So  it  is  now  with  the  church  of 
God;  he  takes  pofTcflion  of  the  broken  and  contrite 
heart,  and  fays  he  will  dwell  with  fuch  :  ^*  Zion  is 
my  people,  this  is  my  reft  for  ever ;  here  will  I 
dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.*'  Nor  is  his  entrance 
into  his  church  like  that  of  his  commg  down  into 
the  temple ;  many  faw  that  glory»  and  weir  filled 
with  terror  at  the  fight:  for  although,  many  law  it> 
few  felt  and  enjoyed  it.  He  dwelt  between  the 
cherubimSf  but  he  now  dwells  in  the- hearts  of  his 
people;  that  was  the  (hechina,  fome  fay  the  fymbol, 
of  his  prefence,  but  into  the  church  come  the 
whole  Trinity.  "  If  a  man  love  roe  he  will  keep 
my  words:  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  wc 
will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
him,**  John  xiv.  aj.  1  he  Spirit  defcends  to 
convince  us  of  fin,  and  to  tcftify  of  Chrift»  The 
Saviour  appears  in  his  own  time;  his  reward  is 
with  him,  and  his  work  before  him.     He  waihes 
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away  our  fins^  heals  the  wound  of  the  old  ferpent^s 
fting,  binds  up  the  broken  hearty  and  becalms  the 
foul  with  the  fentence  of  juftification  unto  life^  and 
with  the  abundance  of  peace  as  the  fruit  and  effeA 
of  it ;  and  in  the  heart  by  faith  he  dwells,  in  the 
affe£bions  he  is  crowned^  in  the  will  and  confcience 
he  (ways  his  powerful  fceptre,  and  makes  the  foul 
rejoice  in  his  government,  and  admire  the  glorious 
majefty  of  his  kingdom,  while  fin  and  devils  rage 
in  vain.  God  the  Father  Oieds  abroad  his  love  in 
the  heart,  and  in  that  love  he  takes  up  his  abode, 
in  that  love  he  dwells,  and  we  in  him;  faying> 
«*  this  b  my  reft  for  ever,  here  will  1  dwells  for  I 
have  defired  it."  The  ever-bleffcd  Spirit  bears  his 
witnefs  to  our  juftification  by  faith,  and  to  our  ac* 
ceptance  with  God  in  his  dear  Son's  righteoufnefs, 
«nd  to  our  adoption  into  God's  family,  and  cries 
Abba,  Father,  in  confirmation  of  it.  If  the  glory 
of  Solomon's  houfe  was  great,  having  the  divine 
(hechinah  in  it,  and  the  fecond  temple  more,  glo- 
rious, having  God  incarnate  in  it,  furely  the  third 
temple  (the  church  of  the  living  God)  mufl  ex- 
ceed the  glory  of  both  thefc ;  having  the  gracious 
and  glorious  difplay  of  the  moft  Holy  Trinity  in 
it,  who  really  do  inhabit,  and  take  up  their  eternal 
abode,  in  the  fouls  of  every  member  of  it. 

But  I  have  a  few  moi  e  things  to  fpeak  of  con- 
cerning the  glory  of  the  fecond,  or  rather  of  the 
third  houfe,  the  church  of  God ;  for  furely  they  be 
glorious  things  that  are  fjx>ken  of  it.     1  his  exec*!- 
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i^g  gloiy  doth  not  appear  in  puUiag  down  the  old 
buildings  nor  yet  in  digging  out  the  materials,  nor 
in  cuttings  (quaringi  and  fomning  the  ftones  i  for  no 
glory  appears  here  but  the  glory  of  juftke,  truth, 
and  terrible  majelly.  The  glory  appears  in  raifi^ 
the  fabric  i  ^*  When  die  Lord  fliall  build  up  Zioo 
be  ihall  appear  in  his  glory.^*  It  is  the  Holy 
Gboft,  as  the  fptrit  of  revelation  and  underftandtng 
in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift»  that  ceftiBes  of  him, 
which  he  doe^  by  taking  off  the  old  veiJ^  by  anoint- 
ing die  eyes  of  the  underflandiag,  and  by  calling 
up  the  heart  in  faidi  to  behoki  the  fight;  for,  like 
X>avid»  we  ihould  fitint  at  the  fight  of  this  glorious 
gOodnefe,'  unlefs  we  believe,  for  it  is  the  goodnefi 
of  the  Lord  in  die  land  of  the  livings  the  objeft 
prefented  to  view  is,  ^'  that  juft  One,'*  the  only 
begptten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth»  the 
exprefs  image  of  the  Father's  perfon,  and  the  bright- 
nels  of  his  glory,  and  the  glory  of  the -Father  is  feen 
in  it.  We  have  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrifti  and  furc 
I  am  that  no  man  living  could  bear  this  fight  with- 
out terror,  unlefs  propt  up  with  the  faith  of  in- 
tereft,  and  influenced  with  love  to  embrace  the  ob- 
jeft  fet  before  us.  The  devils  have  great  light, 
but  much  enmity ;  therefore  the  more  l^ht,  Ac 
more  miferable.  So  fome  profeffing  people  have 
much  light  into  fpiritual  things,  but  their  afie&ions 
are  fet  upon  carnal  things.  But  this  is  not  the  true 
light,  but  the  contrary  •,  this  lig^t  our  Lcml  calls 
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darkfiefi,  and  how  great  is  that  darkae&!  The 
Lord  does  not  fay,  where  the  head  is  there  is  your 
creafure,  but  where  your  treafure  is  there  will  your 
heart  be  alfa  The  view  that  &ith  has  of  Chrift  is 
affimilBting)  or  traosfbrmiog ;  it  jchaogea  us  into 
the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  fpiric 
of  the  Lord;  and  this  changing  us  into  the  fame 
image  is  nothing  eUe  but  ihedding  abroad  God's 
lore  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  GhoO:  given  unto 
us.  For  John  tells  us  that  God  is  love ;  then  his 
ima|(e  and  likenefs  muft  be  the  fame.  And>  if  all 
frith  and  all  knowfedge>  all  gifts  and  underftand* 
ing$  all  prophecy,  and  all  the  tongues  of  men  and 
angels,  are  nothing  without  charity ;  then  it  is 
pbin  that  the  image  of  God  ftands  not  in  thoie 
things,  for  thefe  are  nothing  without  charity,  but 
charity  is  all  without  thefe,  for  charity  believeth 
and  hopeth  too :  moreover,  the  apoftle  faith  that 
we  are  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of 
him  that  created  iis;  and,  according  to  John,  love 
is  the  higheft  branch  of  divine  knowledge,  and  all 
other  knowledge  is  nothing  without  it;  <^  He  that 
lovech  IS  born  of  God  and  knoweth  God ;  but  he 
thasloveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  loye.'* 
We  ate  iaid  to  be  changed  into  this  image  from 
glory  to  glory.  Every  deliverance  that  God  works 
out  for  US,  every  love-vifit  that  God  pays  us,  every 
renewal  or  revival,  every  refrcfliing  or  enlarge- 
ment, of  heart,  with  which  we  are  favoured,  is  a 
diapging  us  into  tlus  image ;  which,  inflaming  the 
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heart,  and  brightening  the  underftaoding,  is  what 
the  apoftle  means  by  changing  us  6om  glorjr  co 
glory  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord. 

We  know  that  the  rifing  fun  oommunlcates  both 
light  and  heat,  and  fo  does  the  Son  of  righteous* 
neis:  it  was  this  that  made  John  a  burning  and  a 
fhining  light;  he  could  not  burn  wichout  ioTe,  nor 
ihine  without  illumination;  buc  all  the  Lord's  mi- 
niftcrs  are  as  a  torch  in  a  fheaf*  he  makes  chem  z 
flaming  fire.  O  what  a  blefling  to  be  inflamed, 
melted,  enlarged,  and  enlightened  of  God!  '^  Arife, 
(hine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  God  is 
rifen  upon  thee,  and  the  Lord  ihall  be  thine  ever- 
lading  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory,'*  Ifiu.  he 
19.  And  this  glory  will  difco^r  itfelf  in  die 
children  of  light,  for  it  is  at  this  that  the  grand 
enemy  inflames  with  rage  his  own  offspring,  at  this 
the  generation  of  ferpents  hifs ;  fo  that  the  coming 
(inner  may  foon  find  out  where  the  glory  of  God 
is  by  the  dcfperate  malice  of  the  ungodly.  **  If  ycare 
reprnachcd  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  happy  arc  yc,'' 
fays  Peter,  "  for  the  fpirit  of  glory  and  of  God 
reftcth  upon  you,"  Wherever  the  fpirit  of  God 
and  of  glory  reds,  there  the  reproach  of  God's  ene- 
mies is  fure  to  fall :  fmners  \a  ill  always  refift  the 
Holy  Ghoft;  as  their  fore&thers  did,  fo  do  they.  It 
U  true  the  glory  of  the  church  is  internal,  as  the 
fcriptures  aflirm,  ^'  I'he  King's  daughter  is. all 
glorious  within;"  yet  there  arc  many  beaais.and 
fparks  that  blaze  out  and  fly  abroad ;  fome  arrows 
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go  fordi  as  lightning,  which  are  Iharp  in  the  hdirts. 
of  the  king's  enemies.  The  flaming  fwotd  ftili  keeps 
the  way  bf  the  tree  of  life^  and  turns  its  edge  in 
every  direftion  s^ainft  him  that  is  out  of  Chrift. 
Ifrael  could  not  endure  the  rays  of  Mofes'  fece, 
nor  the  falie  witnefles  the  face  of  Stephen.  Saul 
faw  God  with  David,  and  Ahab  faw  the  divine  ibr^ 
titude  of  Elijah  and  Micaiah.  When  God  an- 
fwers  fecret  prayer  he  gives  an  open  reward ;  and> 
if  the  reward  be  open,  it  is  not  hid ;  and  fo  it  is 
written^  ^*  The  Lord  (hall  arife  upon  thee,  and  his 
glory  (hail  be  feen  upon  thee,"  Ifai.  )x.  2. 

But  the  glory  in  my  text  will  extend  its  glorioua 
beams  for  beyond  this  latter  houfe  that  I  arn 
fpeaking  of*  The  end  of  all  thcfe  things,  according 
to  Paul,  is  this,  *<  God  hath  not  appointed  uaunto 
wrath^  but  to  obtain  the  falvation  that  is  in  Chriit 
Jefus  with  eternal  glory/'  All  the  glory  that  is 
gone  before  is  to  bring  about  and  accompU(h  this 
end,  which  is  God's  aim ;  and  in  this  we  have  the 
mind  of  Chrifl,  for  this  is  the  aim  and  end  of  all 
|)is  faints. 

The  difciples  of  Chrifl  fecmed  to  be  much 
ftruck  with  the  fight  of  the  holy  temple  at  Jeru- 
falem ;  •*  Maftcr,  kc  what  manner  of  (tones  and 
buildings  are  here!**  Markxiii.  i.  Yet  there  was  not 
one  ftone  to  be  left  upon  another  of  that  building 
that  was  not  to  be  thrown  down.  But  what  was  the 
rock  of  mount  Moria,  and  the  temple  built  diercon, 
when  compared  to  the  Rock  of  our  ftrength,  the 
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cried  Stone,  the  precious  Coraer^SiloBie  of  Ztdn,  die 
Living  Stone  ?  or  to  the  fively  flones  that  are  built 
thereon,  which  Peter  caUs  a  ipiritaal  houie,  buik 
for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit,  that  we 
fliould  offer  up  ^iritua!  facrifices  acceptable  to 
God,  under  the  dire£tion  and  operation  of  the  ipirit 
of  grace  and  Applications  ? 

And  indeed  the  bafis  and  ground* work  of  that 
wonderful  city,  called  the  holy  and  heavenly  Jem- 
ialem,  is  included  in  the  glory  of  this  latter  boufc : 
here  was  God  manifeft  in  the  fldh,  the  only  foun- 
dation that  ever  was  laid  in  Zion.  In  Chrifi  all  the 
twency-iour  attributes  of  God  meet,  harmonize,  and 
confpire  together  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the  falva- 
Cion  of  men :  thcfe  are  the  twelve  foundations  of 
that  celcilial  city ;  in  this  latter  houfe  (with  their 
divine  mailer)  appeared  the  twelve  apoftles  of  the 
Lamb,  who  firft  trufied  in  Chrift»  and  who  were  the 
firft  evangelical  bui!Jers  of  gofpel  Zion,  and  there- 
fore, to  their  honour,  they  have  their  names  en- 
graven on  the  twelve  foundations  of  that  myftical 
city,  called  the  Lamb's  wife. 

We  have  feen  ibmething  of  the  glory  of  the  Iccond 
houfe,  and  a  glimpfe  of  the  glory  of  the  third  houfe, 
the  church  of  God  ;  and  more  glorious  things  are 
spoken  of  this  than  of  all  the  reft ;  for  at  Shiloh  God 
forfook  the  tabernacle ;  in  the  reign  of  Zedckiah  he 
forfook  the  fiift  temple;  and  at  the  crucifixion  of 
Chrift  the  glory  of  the  fecond  houfe  decreafcd  and 
fi>on  became  defolate ;  and  at  Jerufalem's  deftnic- 
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thon,  it  was  deftrayed  by  i^re^  and  a  Turkiflt 
mo(qtie  now  Hands  oq  the  fame  fpot  where  tli4 
holy  of  holies  once  Hood.  Butithis  will  never  be 
the  cafe  with  God's  holy  hahication  called  ik^ 
church,  for  this  is  his  reft  for  ever;  here  he  wiU 
dwellj  having  dcfived  it. 

Once  more :  As  the  foundation  and  the  firft  ma* 
terials  of  the  gofpel  church  appeared  in  tliis  fccond 
houfe,  which  was  the  furpaffing  glory>  (q  iwe  may 
fee  the  top-fioae  brought  forth,  aitd  the  building 
complete  in  Joha's  vifion.  ^'  And  I  John  faw  tht 
holy  city,  new  Jeru(alem>  cosniog  down  from  God 
out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bhda  adorned  for  her 
hufband^  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  fun^ 
neither  of  the  moon,  to  (hine  in  i« :  for  the  glory  of 
God.  did.  lighten  if,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light 
Cbereof,"  Rev.  ,ai..  The  glory  of  the  gofpel 
church,  and  the  firfi:  materbla  of  it  which  appeared 
in  the  fccond  houff,  are  (hining  in  eodlefs  glory  ia 
John's  vifion ;  and,  as  Chr ift  was  the  excelling  glory 
of  the.  iecond  houfe,  fo  he  is  of  the  holy  ciry;  for 
the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the. 
light  thereof;  that. is,  Chfift  is  the  glory  of  God, 
that  illuminates  xvery  part::of  this  heavenly  city : 
which  leads  me  to  the  laft  particular  in  aiy  text. 

<'  And  in  thi$  place  will  I  give  peace,  faith  the 
Lord  of  hofts."  Peace  is  one  of  the  good-  and 
perfeA  gifts  which  cooies  down  fnocn  the  Father  of 
lights,  and.  Chrift  crucified  is  the  only  medium 
through  whom  it  .comes.  .  Upoa  Adam's  &11  all 
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peace  and  friendihip  with  God  fubfided.  *'  AH 
have  finned,"  and  '^  there  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God, 
to  the  wicked ;  deftrudion  and  mifery  are  in  all 
their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  they  know  not." 
Man  rebelled,  and  God  drew  his  fword  againft  the 
rebels.  Sin  is  the  thing  which  God  hates,  and 
finners  hate  both  Chrift  and  his  Father.  The  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againft  God ;  and  God  will  vifit  the 
iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  chiklren,  unto  the 
third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  him. 
His  fword  muft  come  down  upon  the  people  of  his 
curie  to  judgment :  and  no  wonder,  when  finners, 
whofe  words  are  drawn  fwords,  fet.  their  mouths 
againft  the  heavens.  This  is  a  fad  war,  and  all 
convinced  finners  feel  it  fo,  and  tremble  at  the 
ifliie.  1  he  confcious  finner  knows  that  the  broken 
law  npuft  be  obeyed,  that  the  ofiended  law  giver 
muft  be  honoured,  that  incenfed  majefty  muft  be 
appeafed,  and  the  demands  of  juftice  muft  be  an- 
fwered  by  a  great  ranibm;  for  without  the  blood 
of  the  covenant  juftice  will  never  fend  fordi  the 
prifoners  of  hope,  Zech.  ix.  1 1.  By  mercy  and 
truth  iniquity  is  purged  $  but  truth  muft  be  cleared 
and  confirmed  by  tbe.facrifice  of  Chrift,  befbie 
mercy  and  truth  can  meet  together ;  for  God  will 
be  true  to  his  law  and  threatening,  as  well  as  to  his 
.  promife  and  grace.  Nor  can  we  cxpe&  that 
.  rig^teoufnefs  and  peace  ihould  kifs  each  other, 
without  an  oflTering  made  for  iin.  *^  In  mercy  fliall 
the  throne  be  eftablilhed,"  Ifai,  xvL  <•     But  nOw 
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at  the  expenfe  of  the  honour  of  divine  juftice ;  the 
law's  fentcncc  muft  be  executed,  and  divine  juftice 
muft  have  fatisfaftion,  before  the  throne  of  grace 
can  be  ere(5ied  j  juftice  and  judgnnent  muft  be  the 
habitation  of  his  throne,  before  mercy  and  truth 
can  go  before  his  face,  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  14.  A  king 
therefore,  abftraciedljr  confidercd,  doth  not  fill  this 
throne,  bccaufe  it  is  to  be  eftabliftied  by  facrificc. 
Every  high  prieft  ordained  of  God  is  to  offer  gifts 
and  facrifices,  Heb.  viii.  9 ;  and  he  that  fills  thi^ 
throne  is  one  in  whom  divinity  and  humanity,  the 
kingly  office  and  the  facefdotal,  the  royal  diadem 
and  the  (acred  mitre,  all  unite ;  that  is,  in  our  Lord 
Jcfus  Chrift.  And  we  have  all  this  in  one  text  — 
*'  Thus  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of  hofts,  faying.  Behold 
the  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch ;  and  he  (hall  grow 
up  out  of  his  place,  and  he  (hall  build  the  temple  of 
the  Lord :  even  he  fliall  build  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  i  and  he  (hall  bear  the  glory,  and  (hall  fit  and 
rule  upon  his  throne  s  and  he  (hall  be  a  prieft  upon 
his  throne :  and  the  counfel  of  peace  (hall  be  be« 
tween  them  both,"  Zech.  vi,  12,  13.  The  crown 
ufed  to  be  confined  to  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the 
priefthood  to  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  but  both  offices 
meet  in  Chiift  Jefus,  who  is  king  of  ^ion,  and  the 
high  prieft  of  our  profeffion.  As  a  prieft,  he  made 
peace  by  the  blood  of  the  crofs;  and;  as  king,  he 
proclaims  it  through  all  his  realm  as  the  third  branch 
of  his  empire,  which  ftands  in  righteoufnefs,  peace 
and  joy  in  the  Floly  Ghoft. 
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'^  In  this  place  will  I  give  peace^  faith  the  Lord 
of  hofts/*  Peace  is  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit  in  us,  and 
a  fruit  of  Chrift's  mediatiqiiy  and  it  comes  on  the 
footing  of  Chrift's  facrifice  and  fatisfa^lion.  Upon 
hino  our  fins  were  all  laid ;  and  where  fin  was  laid 
there  the  curie  fell,  and  there  the  wrath  of  God 
was  poured  oiit ;  and  by  the  death  of  Chrift  bqch 
were  done  away,  infocnuch  as  fin  is  never  more  to 
be  imputed  to  us,  and  God  has  fwom  that  he  will 
not  be  wrath  with  us  again,  Ifai.  liv.  9  :  fo  that  ^t 
are  redeemed,  and  delivered  from  both  thefe.  How 
Uiod  and  ignorant  are  we  while  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 
in  thinking  to  make  our  peace  with  God  by  legal 
ftrife  and  brittle  vows !  When  God  promifcs  to 
give  peace,  the  forgivoieis  of  all  fins  is  included ;  for 
^*  there  is  no  pe^ce,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked/* 
but  falfe  peace,  which  fometimes  is  nothing  but  a 
callous  confcience;  the  mind  ge|s  benumbed  and 
the  confcience  (eared ;  and,  being  pail  feeling,  fuch 
IM^  qaft  into  the  deep  Oeep  of  death.  Others  ob- 
tain a  peace  by  a  religious  obferyance  of  legal 
duties^  and  trufting  in  them  for  righteoufneis ;  but 
all  fuch  peace  is  from  the  ftrong  man  arined,  who 
holds  his  palace  for  his  pwn,  and  keeps  his  goods 
in  peace,  Luke  xi.  au  True  peace  with  God  and 
confcience  is  a  ble(fing  of  the  everlafting  covenant^ 
and  a  fruit  of  divine  teaching :  '*  All  thy  children 
jhaU  be  tai^ht  of  the  Lord,  and  great  ihall  be  the 
peace  of  thy  children/*  Ifai.  liv.  13.  Repentance 
and  forgivenefs  of  fins  were  to  be  publKhcd  ia 
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thrift's  name  among  all  nations :  pardon  and  peace 
were  the  glad  tidings  that  the  ambaffadors  of  God 
proclaimed  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  and  they 
publilhed  this  good  news  from  the  poffeflion  of 
them,  and  the  enjoyment  of  thenrf,  in  their  own  ex- 
perience.    Chrift  did   not  fend  thdm   forth  with 
thofc  things  in  word  only,  but  he  furniflied  their 
hearts   with  this  trealure.     *^  Now  ye  are  clean 
through  the  word  that  I  have  fpokch  unto  you. '' 
'*  He  that  is  waflied  needeth  not  favc  to  wafli  his 
feet,  but  is  clean  every  wit,  and  ye  are  clean.'*  This 
was  the  firft  part  of  their  tidings,  and  the  next  was 
the  fruit  and  eflfeft  of^,  ^^Mf  peace  I  leare  with 
you,  my  peace  1  give  unK)  you ;    not  as  the  world 
give  A,  give  I  unto  you.  *  Thefe  things  the  apoftks 
were  to  proclaim  to  the  worlds  and  the  good  Spirit 
was  promifed  to  diftate  thefe  things  to  their  minds> 
and  to  articulate  them  by  their  mouths }  this  trea- 
fure,  by  the  Spirit,  flowed  from  their  hearts^  while 
they  fpake  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.  And, 
if  we  had  no  other  preachers  in  this  country  but 
men  thus  furnifhed  by  God  himfelf,  we  might  re- 
peat our  Lord's  words  with  a  witneft ;  for,  how- 
ever great  the  harveft  may  be,  the  labourers  would 
be  few  indeed.     Nor  can  we  know  God  as  our 
Covenant  God,  but  by  the  forgivcncis  of  fins,  for 
this  is  the  finifhing  leflbn  of  divine  teaching.     By 
an  application  of  the  law  to  the  finner's  confcience 
divine   juftice   appears  5    and,  when   the  heart  is 
fearched,  and  inbred  corruptions  laid  open,  and  the 
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vain  thoughts  of  the  heart  made  maoifeil:^  we  learn 
his  omnifcience  j  for  all  the  crimes  that  have  efcaped 
our  memory  are  brought  to  light  when  the  book 
of  God*s  remembrance  h  opened,  and  the  difmal 
contents  appear  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance. 
But  this  is  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  and  the  fire, 
which  go  before  the  ftill  fmall  voice.  "  This  (hall 
be  my  covenant;  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward 
parts,  and  will  write  it  upon  their  hearts  :"  and  he 
adds,  "  They  Ihall  all  know  me,  from  the  leaft  of 
them  unto  the  greateft  of  them,  faith  the  Lord : 
for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity^  and  I  will  re- 
member their  fin  no  more."  The  law  here  fpoken  of 
is  not  the  law  of  Moles,  for  this  law,  God  tdls  us, 
is  a  new  covenant,  which  makes  the  law  of  Moies 
old.  BeGdes,  the  law  here  Ipoken  of,  in  its  appli- 
cation, is  attended  with  pardon,  which  the  moral 
law,  when  applied,  is  not ;  for  at  the  entry  of  that 
fin  revives  and  the  finner  dies.  But  there  is  a  deal 
of  difference  between  reviving  fin  and  removing 
it  i  and  between  flaying  the  finner  and  quickening 
him.  By  the  moral  law  fin  becomes  exceeding 
finfiil ;  but  by  the  law  here  fpoken  of  the  heart  is 
purified  from  it,  fo  that  God  remembers  it  no  more. 
No  law  can  purify  us  from  fin  but  the  law  of  faith, 
for  Truth  itfelf  has  faid,  that,  "  if  ye  believe  not 
that  1  am,  ye  fliall  die  in  your  fins/'  He  that  be- 
lieves  fhall  be  faved  from  fin,  death,  and  hell  too; 
but  he  that  believeth  not  fhall  be  damned^  let  him 
trufl  in  what  law  he  may.     *  In  this  place  wiU  1 
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give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts."  When  the 
Lord  gives  fpiritual  peace,  he  gives  righteousneft 
alfo :  peace  is  the  fruit  and  efFeft  both  of  pardon 
and  of  juftification,  God  has  provided  a  fountain 
to  cleanfc  ud  from  all  (in  ;  and  he  has  provided  a 
wedding  garment  alfo,  as  the  bridal  attire  of  his 
church.  '  There  are  two  branches  of  righteoufnefs 
revealed  in  the  gofpel.  The  obedience  of  the 
Surety,  which  makes  many  righteous ;  this  is  to  all 
and  upon  all  that  believe.  Secondly,  the  other 
branch  addrns  the  faint  within :  "  Put  on  the  new 
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man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefi 
and  true  holineis;"  Thefe  three  things,  reader,  will 
make  thee  (hine  like  the  fun.  The  blood  of  Chrift 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin,  and  from  all  the  dark  and 
difmal  ftains  of  it.  And  what  does  Chrift  fay  to 
fuch  a  foul  ?  '^  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is 
no  fpot  in  thee."  Thus  the  dark,  the  fcarlet,  and 
the  crimfon  ftains,  are  all  gone,  and  we  are  as 
white  as  the  fnow  in  Salmon.  The  righteoufnefs  of 
the  new  man  is  love:  ^^  Charity  believcth  all  things" 
revealed  in  the  gofpel,  and  is  the  ftilfilment  of 
the  whole  law;  and  charity  never  faiieth — never 
fails  of  the  great  reward  of  inheritance.  And  it  is 
this'  that  makes  '^  the  King's  daughter  all  glorious 
within."  But  the  obedience  of  the  Surety  makes 
us  all  glorious  without :  *'  At  the  right  hand  did 
ftand  the  queen,  in  gold  of  Ophir  j  ihe  (ball  be 
brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment  of  needle*  work •'' 
Thefe  things  are  the  adorning  of  the  bride,  the 
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Lamb  5  wife.  The  preptration  and  readinefs  of  cht 
church  to  meet  her  God  coniilt  in  thefe  thing.  ;  and 
all  theie  adornings  arc  prepared  and  bcftowed  upon 
the  church  b/  the  Bridegroom.  His  church  ii 
clothed  at  his  own  expenfe;  and  to  us  it  is  all  of 
grace.  Let  my  reader  obferve  this:  we  receive 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace  ;  thus  our  cleanfing  is  of  free  grace,  and  h  is 
our  inward  glory,  which  is  the  love  of  God  fhed 
abfx)ad  in  the  heart.  '^  Let  us  get  up  early  to  the 
vineyards ;  let  us  fee  if  the  vine  flourilh.  whether 
the  tender  grape  appear,  and  the  pomegranates  bud 
forth ;  tlierc  will  I  give  thee  my  loves,"  Song  vii. 
1 2.  Our  wc Jding  robe  comes  alfo  in  the  fame 
way ;  <*  For,  it  by  one  man's  offence  xleath  reigned 
by  one,  much  more  they  which  receive  abuo* 
dance  of  grace^  and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufiiefs,  fliall 
reign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus  Chrift,"  Rom.  ▼.  17. 
*<  In  this  place  will  i  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of 
hofts." 

This  peace  the  High  Prieft  of  our  profeflioQ 
made  by  the  blood  of  his  crols  $  and,  as  our  me^ 
diator,  he  ever  lives  to  maintain  it  between  God 
and  us>  The  holy  Spirit  fpritikles  the  blood  upoa 
our  confcience,  end  it  (peeks  peace  and  friendfliip 
with  Gods  and  upon  this  oUauon  the  plea  of  the 
great  Advocate  filencds  every  accuiadon  both  of  the 
law  and  q(  Satan.  Ihis  is  the  ground- work  of  all 
folid  peace  with  God  and  confcience;  and  every 
one  chat  comes  to  Chrift  by  faith  ihall  foon  find  hk 
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feet  to  be  guided  into  the  way  c^  this  peace.  Peace 
has  two  helpmates  in  attendance^  quietnefs  and  9£* 
furance.  ''  The  work  of  righteoufiiefs  fhall  be 
peace;  and  the  cffc&  of  righteoufoeis^  quietnefs 
and  alTurance  for  ever/'  Ifai*  xxsdi.  17.  The  work 
of  righteoufnefs  in  the  loiil  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
who  brings  near  the  righteouihefs  of  Qirift  to  us^ 
and  works  faith  in  the  heart  to  put  it  on,  and  who 
enlightens  xis  to  fee  tTie  glory  of  it,  and  the  beauty 
of  Him  that  wrought  it  out,  and  brought  it  in ; 
this  work  is  attended  widi  peace.  Moreover,  the 
jijstified  man^  who  labours  in  the  word  and  work  of 
righteovifiieis,  has  peace  with  God^^nd  is  at  peace 
with  himfelf,  and  fows  the  grace  of  peace  in  the 
ears  and  hearts  of  others,  God  giving  tcftimony  to 
the  word  of  his  grace.  Yea,  every  juft  man  who 
lives  by  faith,  who  is  under  a  daily  crofs,  and  who 
is  engaged  in  felf-^denial ;  who  holds  faft  his  profef- 
lion,  who  exercifes  himfelf  in  living  in  friendfiiip 
with  Grod,  ttnd  in  harmony  with  confcience;  who  is 
a  conftaot  attendant  si  God's  courts;  who  per^ 
levetts  in  the  work,  warfare^  and  wor(hip  of  God; 
though  in  this  world  he  finds  tribulation,  yet  in 
Chiifl:  he  finds  peace  and  quietnefs  too.  Chrift  is 
otir  hiding  place,  our  refuge,  and  a  covert  from  the 
fiorm.  When  this  rock  is  embraced,  it  becomes 
to  us  a  ifaelter^  the'ilomis  of  Sinai  blow  ov^r,  the 
dlipleafure  of  the  Almighty  abates,  his  anger  turns 
away,  the  terrors  of  the  law  fubfide,  the  menaces  of 
Satan  add  thn  4^rMches  of  confcience  ceaie  s 
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viihWt  divine  confdation  flow  over  all  their  biudcs. 
and  peace  pours  down  like  a  river.  Thefe  diings 
becalm  the  troubled  rnind^  ftill  the  clamours  of  un« 
beliet  and  carnal  reafon,  diflblve  our  perplexing 
doubts^  difperfe  our  troubled  and  turbulent  thoughts, 
put  a  Hop  to  our  meditations  of  terror,  banifli  tbe 
dread  of  damnation,  and  cloie  the  doors  of  tbe 
ihadow  of  death.  Sin  and  fear^  guilt  and  fhamc, 
vaniih,  when  the  Prince  of  Peace  caufes  his  voice 
to  be  heard,  and  Ihews  the  lighting  down  of  bis  arm 
with  the  indignation  of  his  anger :  he  kindles  the 
flame  of  love  in  the  hearts  of  his  cholen,  and  goes 
through  the  briers  and  thorns  in  his  wrath,  and 
burns  them  altogether.  All  folid  peace,  quietneft 
and  aflfurance  for  ever,  come  to  poor  finners  thus, 
and  in  this  way ;  and  that  every  foul  fhaU  know 
who  puts  hb  truil  in  the  Son  of  God,  in  his  finiihed 
falvation,  and  in  the  fulnels  of  his  grace.  , 

I  (hall  now  flate  a  few  things  re(pe6ting  our  own 
cafe,  which  I  forebore  to  mention  at  the  opening 
of  the  chapel.  The  firfl:  is,  that  the  temples  at 
Jerufalem,  the  iirft  and  the  fecond  houfe,  were 
burned  with  fire.  And  this  has  been  our  cafe. 
Some  years  ago  a  fire  broke  out  at  a  floor-ck>di 
manufa^ory  adjoining  the  old  chapel;  on  which 
occafion  it  was  damaged,  but  not  deftroyed. 

On  the  evening  of  July  13th,  1810,  a  fire  broke 
out  at  fome  diflance  from  the  chapel,  when  it  was 
entirely  burned  to  the  ground.    At  this  catastrophe; 
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I  am  told»  that  two  gentlemen^  in  particular,  made 
chcmfelvcs  very  merry,  both  of  whofc  dwelling- 
houfes  have  .fince  ihared  the  fame  fate.  "  Man 
is  born  to  trouble;''  and  it  is  plain  that  thefe 
good  men  have  no  more  aflurance  of  being  ex- 
empted from  calamity  than  we  have.  I  was 
much  furprifed  th^t,  on  hearing  of  the  circum- 
fiance,  it  did  not  in  the  leaft  alarm  or  move  me. 
But  my  mind  was  wonderfully  fupported;  and, 
coniidering  that  it  was  not  deftroyed  through  any 
ncgle£t  or  carelefihefs  of  mine,  or  of  any  of  the  con- 
gregation, I  believed  that  the  hand  of  God  was  in 
it ;  that  he  gave  it  to  us,  and  that  he  now  took  it 
away  from  us.  '^  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and 
the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  V  Amos  iii.  6«  I  had 
moreover  a  perfuafion  that,  according  to  6od*s 
word,  it  would  work  together  for  good,  but  how  I 
knew  not*  Sometimes  I  thought  that  my  work  in 
town  might  be  .finifhed,  and  it  was  intended  to 
drive  me  into  the  country,  to  labour  as  an  itine- 
rant. And  my  mind  was  kept  in  fufpenfe  for  fome 
months  about  going  into  the  country,  till  God 
fiirred  up  the  fpirit  of  the  people  to  build  another 
chapeL  And  thofe,  whofe  hands  laid  the  founda* 
tion  of  this  houfe,  their  hands  have  alfo  finiflied  it, 
and  have  brought  forth  the  top-Aone,  with  a  repetU 
tion  of  the  old  infcripcion,  afcribing  it  to  Provi- 
dence. 

That  all  things  do  work  together  for  go6d  to 
them  that  love  God,  is  one  of  the  fweeteft  leflbns 
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ot'Chrlft's  fchool,  but  not  the  cafieft  to  learn.  Hoir- 
ever,  wc  can  fct  to  our  feal  that  God  is  true  to  the 
word  of  his  grace.     There  were  about  twenty-two 
years  unexpired  of  the  leafe  of  the  old  chapel  i  of 
thcne^y  chapel  wc  have  a  kafc  for  nincry-mnc 
y<»rs.     The  old  chapel,  firft  and  laft,  coft  about 
three  thoufand  pounds;  we  have  morc^than  double 
that  fum  to  pay  for  this.   That  was  fadly  furrounded 
and  enclofed,  this  is  open.     That  was  extremely 
hot,  this  is  more  cool.     That  was  at  one  end  of 
the  town,  this  is  more  central.     In  fhort,  wc  arc 
contented  with  this  new  houie,  and  thankful  for  it. 
Some  men  are  not  a  little  offended  at  our  inforib- 
ing  the  name  of  Providence  upon  it  j  but  this  is  no 
new  thing ;    nor  is  this  doftrinc  of  Providence  a 
novel  doftrine.     It  was  an  article  in  the  feith  of 
Abraham  5  for,  upon  Ifaac's  queftion,  "  Where  is 
the  lamb  for  the  burnt  offering  ?'*  Abraham  replied, 
"  God  will  provide  himfclf  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  of- 
fering," Gen.  xxii.  8.     And  that  Lamb  of  God  has' 
fince  appeared  to  take  away  the  fin  of  the  world. 
And,  when  Abraham  found  that  God  had  provided 
a  ram  to  be  offered  up  inftead  of  his  fon  Ifaac,  he 
called  the  name  of  that  place  *•  Jehovah- Jirch,** 
which  is  not  very  different  in  nneaning  from  Provi- 
dence mount.    . 

What  is  Providence,  biit the  Creator  of  all  things 
making  provifion,  or  providing  for  all  his  crea- 
tures r  Nor  is  Providence  confined  to  this  world; 
'*  God  has  provided  fomc"  better  thing  for  us,'' 
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Hcb.  xi.  40.  God  made  every  plant  of  the  earth 
before  it  grew.  Gen  ii,  5;  and  he  keeps  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  thefc  trees  to  this  day,  by  which  he  provides 
tinnber.  He  provided  .clay,  and  he  dill  provides 
brick-makers  to  tamper  the  clay,  mould  it,  and 
burn  it  into  bricks,  as  well  as  men  of  (kill  alfo  to 
put  thefe  materials  together*  God  tells  us  that  the 
gold  and  filver  are  his,  and  fo  are  the  wool  and  the 
flax.  And  by  thefe  things  we  are  provided  with 
money  to  pay  the  builders.  And  we  daily  fee  that 
thofe  very  men,  who  feoff  at  Providence,  have  re- 
courie  to  the  provifion  of  God  as  well  as  we  who 
believe  in  it.  They  can  no  more  create  thefe  ma- 
terials than  we  can.  And,  if  the  Almighty  has  not 
provided  all  these  things,  let  them  tell  us  who  has, 
that  we  may  do  them  honour. 


THE   END. 


T.  BetalUf,  Piioter* 
Bolt  Co«ft,  Ilaet  atr«N^  Loadofw 
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BROAD-WAY,  WESTMINSTER. 


Dbar  Father^ 

I  RBC£ivBD  yoursj  and  acknowledge  dut  an  epiftle 
va9  due  to  you,  payable  a  fortnight  after  1  had  thb 
kft  Jight  of  you  at  Newbery.  But  you  muft  ac- 
knowle^»  that  the  treafure  of  grace  is  in  an  earth- 
en veflbl;  and,  confequendy,  a  diftinAion  ought 
10  be  noade  between  the  veflel  and  the  treafure^  a$ 
weU  as  between  the  manna  and  the  golden  poL  « 
Paul  was  obliged  to  make  a  difference  between  his 
promifes  to  vifit>  and  the  promifed  falvadon  which 
had  vifited  him.— — 'Mn  this  confidence  (&id 
^^  he).  I  was  minded  to  come  unto  you  before,  and 
'^  to  pais  by  you  into  Macedonia,  and  to  come 
>(  again  out  of  Macedonia  unto  you«  .  When  I  was 
<'  thus  minded,  did  I  ufe  lightnels  ?  or  the  things 
*^  that  I  purpofe,'do  I  purpofe  according  to  the 
'^  fleih^  that  with  me  there  Ihould  be  yea,  yea,  and 

A  a  **  nay,      / 


(     4     ) 

*'  nzy,  nay  ?  But  .as  God  is  true^  our  word  toward 
«  you  was  not  yea  and  nay.  For  all  the  promiics 
"  of  God  in  him  arc  yea,  and  in  him  Amen,  unto 
"  the  glory  of  God  by  us."  2  Cor.  i.  16,  &c.— 
You  are  the  firft  carnal  man  that  ever  folicited  a 
fpiritual  epiftle  from  me ;  therefore  I  am  conftrained 
to  lend  it,  that  it  may  fcrvc  for  the  eighth  wonder 
of  the  world.  I  have  the  happincls  once  a  week  of 
vidting  a  place  called  Kingfwood ;— a  place,  I  have 
often  wiflicd  to  fee,  having  read  fo  much  about  it 
in  the  works  of  thofe  two  eminent  fcrvants  of  God 
Mr.  fVhitfield  and  Mr.  Cenneck.  And  to  be  furc 
there  are  fome  choice  fouls  ^mong  thofe  fub- 
terraneous  miners.  Six  days  they  are  bidden 
ones,  but  on  the  Lord's  day,  great  numbers  of 
tbe/e  Hebrews  (as  the  Philiftines  faui  of  the  Jews) 
come  forth  out  of  their  holes ,  to  enjoy  both  the  Hght 
of  the  fun  and  the  light  of  the  gofpel ;  thus,  like  a 
certain  fet  of  debtors,  they  appear  abroad  once  a 
week :  they  feem  fomewhat  pleafed  that  they  have 
got  a  brother  tradefman  in  their  pulpit ;  and,  blefled 
be  God^  he  has  condefcended  more  than  once  to 
vilit  us,  though  we  are  but  a  poor  fmutty  family. 

I  blefs  God,  at  Briftol,  I  am  conftantly  attended 
with  a  very  crouded  audience,  who  give  me  great 
attention,  and  I  trull  God  gives  tejimory  to  the  word 
of  his  gra^e.  Afts.  xiv,  3.  But  I  fhall  leave  that 
to  thofe  who  believe  and  receive  the  report  of  the 
goJpcl. 

Indeed, 


(  i  ) 

Indeed,  Sir,  wc  live  in  a  day  of  much  apoftafy; 
m  a  day,  when  there  is  (agreeable  to  ancient  pro* 
phecy)  a  great  forfaking  in  the  earths  and  it  is 
well  if  God  does  not  follow  it  with  a  removing  men 
far  away : — But  our  Great  High  Pried  v/ill  have  his 
tithes,  he  will  leave  a  tenth,  and  the  tenth  fhall  return 
to  God.  Ifaiah  vi.  12,  13,  14.  It  is  high  time 
for  thofe  who  love  and  fear  God  to  awake  out  of 
their  fleep,  the  fun  is  going  down  over  the  heads  of 
many  prophets.  Wo  unto  us,  for  the  day  goeth 
away  s  for  the  fhadows  of  an  awful  evening  are 
llretching  out.     Jer.  vi.  4. 

Wc  have  many  profeffors  who  have  itching  ears 
-^thefe  are  heaping  to  themfshes  teachers ;  and  we 
have  many  preachers  who  never  received  their  tefti- 
mony  from  God,  but  have  ftolen  it  from  others,  and 
the  applaufe  of  a  giddy  multitude  has  been  the  main 
piUar  of  all  their  popularity. 

This  text  forcibly  ftruck  me  laft  Sabbathrday 
morning,  about  four  o'clock,  as  I  was  meditating 
on  the  awfiil  departure  of  many  from  the  trufhs 
of  God,  and  from  the  profeffion  they  have  made 
of  the  God  of  Truth.  Now  the  Spirit  /peaketb  ex^ 
prejly^  that  in  the  latter  times  Jome  Jhall  depart  from 
the  faith y  giving  heed  to  f educing  fpirits,  and  doSrines 
of  devils  i  fpeaking  lies  in  hypocrifyy  having  their  con-- 
fcience  feared  with  a  hot  iron^  i  Tim.  iv.  1 2.  If 
apoftafy  from  the  faith  be  a  fign  of  the  laft  times, 
and  a  prelude  to  the  laft  judgment,  then  furcly  the 
Judge  is  even  at  the  door. 

A  3  Many 
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Many  depart  from  the  doAiine  of  the  Holy 
Trinityj  the  firft  and  grandeft  itiyllery  of  fiuth; 
others  from  the  eilential,  felf-cxiftent,  tmd  indcpen* 
dent  Deity  of  Jehoyah  the  Saviour,  the  proper  ob» 
jeft  of  faith ;  others  lampoon  all  cxpericncej  and 
they  depart  from  even  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
myftery  of  fiiith  in  a  pure  confcience ;  others  pay  no 
r^aid  to  their  life,  wal^,  and  converiation,  thde 
depart  from  the  fruits  of  &ith  i  and  others  depart 
from  all  the  do£brines  of  faith,  and  begin  to  appear 
in  wen),  what  they  always  were  in  heart — ^I  mean 
children  of  the  bond-woman.  Men  who  can  for* 
{wear  themfelves,  and  preach  contrary  to  die  articles 
tfiey  have  fubicribed,  muft  have  their  coniciences 
Icared  with  a  witnc(s,  and  be  led  to  give  heed  to 
ieducing  fpirits  and  doftrines  ^f  devils,  before  Acf 
can  fpeak  lies  in  hypocrify. 

As. for  their  preaching  up  good  works  in  fo  vio* 
lent  a  manner,  and  enforcing  the  law,  it  does  not 
fiirprifo  me  at  all;  for  trunk-makers  make  more 
noife  than  goldfmiths,  though  no  manu&Auir  is 
more  holtew  and  empty  than  trunks.  If  fuch  itaen 
lived  thofc  good  works  which  they  talk  of,  dicir 
good  w4>rks  would  preach  themfelves.  Let  ano* 
iher  praife  thee,  and  not  thy  own  moudi.  Prov. 
xxvii.  2.  Shew  me  fby  faith  without  thy  works^ 
and  I  will  (hew  thee  ntf  faith  by  my  works.  Jam. 
ii.  18.  By  dieir  fruits  ye  (hall  know  them,  fijs 
Chrift,  not  by  their  words.  Make  the  tree  good^ 
and  the  fruit  will  be  goods«-a  good  tree  can* 
7  not 
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not  bring  fonh  evil  fruit,  neither  cah  a  corrupt  , 
tree  bring  forth  good  fruit.  This  is  the  doftriqp  * 
of  our  Saviour,  who  lived  as  nonfc  ever  did,  and 
tp^kt  as  none  ever  Ihall,  and  yet  never  preaches  up 
his  own  good  works,  but  only  tells  them  that  he 
had  Ihewed  them  many  a  good  work  from  his  Fa- 
ther, and  alked  **  for  which  of  thofc  works  do  ye 
ftone  me?'*  he  acknowledged  them  to  be  the  works  of 
his  Father,  to  (hew  that  he  fought  not  honour  from 
men;  and  lays,  if  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father,  . 
believe  nie  not.  I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that  good 
works  will  preach  themfelvcs  j  and  I  think  the  word 
of  God  bears  mc  out,  for  whenever  the  Saviour 
wrought  a  good  work,  he  charged  the  objeft  to  fee 
that  he  told  no  man  of  it :  but  to  (hew  that  good 
works  could  not  be  hid,  it  is  iaid,  that  the  more 
he  charged  them,  the  more  they  (pread  it  abroad. 

For  my  part,  I  know,  by  woful  experience,  that 
when  I  have  done  my  beft,  I  am  an  unprofitable 
fervant ;  I  have  done  no  more  than  was  my  duty 
to  do.  Therefore,  I  mud  fay,  as  the  Pfalmift  did, 
H^  goodnejs  extendeib  not  unto  tbee^  but  unto  thy  faints 
ivlncb  are  in  the,,  earth,  Pf.  xvi.  2 ;  or  as  good 
Elihu  fays  to  pious  Job,  If  thou  be  righteous, 
what  giveft  thou  him  ?  or  what  receivcth  he  at  thy 
hands  ?  Job  xxxv.  7.  Is  it  pleafure  to  the  Al- 
mighty that  thou  art  xlghteous  ?  or  is  it  gain  to 
him  that  thou  makcft  thyfcif  perfect  ?  Job  xxii.  3. 

It  is  plain  to  me,  that  thofe  who  make  fuch  an 
outcry  in  the  pulpit  about  their  own  pcrfonal  ho» 

A  4  Jineft, 
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line(s>  have  but  very  little  of  it  to  proclaim  itCdL 
Moft  men  will  proclaim  every  one  bis  own  goodn^, 
— ^«/  a  faithful  man  who  can  find?  Prov.  xx,  6. 
I  will  never  believe  that  any  manj  who  is  not  truly 
enlightened  into  the  word  of  God,  and  his  own  in* 
tereft  in  it>  and  who  does  not  deliver  the  whole 
truth  of  God,  the  real  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  that  fuch  a  man  can  have  any  good  works 
about  him :  his  works  muft  be  wind  and  confufion. 
liiu  xlL  29.  The  Saviour  couples  divine  light  and 
good  works  together,  and  tells  us  to  let  men  fee 
them  (not  we  to  praife  them) — Let  your  light  (hinc 
before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  If  the 
tree  be  good,  the  fruit  will  be  good ;  for,  as  Paul 
lays,  the  grace  of  God  which  hath  appeared  unto 
all  men,  will  teach  them  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and 
godly,  in  this  prcfent  world.  Therefore  I  (hall 
conclude  this  head  with  the  words  of  Wifdom  to  the 
fpoufe  of  Chrift,  that  the  objcfts  of  her  liberality, 
whether  it  be  in  fpirituals  or  temporals,  ought  to 
praife  her,  without  compelling  her  to  xlo  it  berfel£ 
Her  children  (or  converts)  rife  upy  and  call  her  bleffedi 
her  hufband  [the  Saviour]  alfo^  and  he  fraifeth  her : 
Ma)ry  daughters  have  done  virtuoujfyy  hut  thou  excelkfi 
them  all.  Give  her  of  the  fruits  of  her  hands,  and  lei 
her  own  works  praife  her  in  the  gate.    Prov.  xxxu 

a8,  29,30,  31. 

I  have 
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I  have  ever  found  more  happineft  in  declaring 
what  God  hath  done  for  my  foul,  than  pvcr  I  did 
in  declaring  what  I  have  done  for  God.  And 
when  I  hear  a  man  proclaiming  his  own  goodnelsj 
I  always  think  that  God  has  done  nothing  for 
that  man ;  if  he  had,  he  would  have  owned  it«  for 
it  is  out  of  the  abundance  of  a  gracious  heart  that 
the  mouth  fpeaketh :  a  good  man  out  of  the  good 
treafure  of  his  heart  will  bring  forth  good  things. 
The  Lord  fays,  from  me  is  thy  fruit  found.  Hofea 
xiv.  8.  If  then  I  am  made  fruitful,  it  is  owing  to 
my  union  with  the  Saviour,  and  the  care  of  my 
covenant  Father.  The  branch  cannot  be  fruitful 
of  itfelfi  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  3  no  more  can 
ye  except  ye  abide  in  me :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and 
I  in  him,  the  lame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for 
without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  And  again,  every 
branch  in  me  that  bringeth  forth  fruit,  my  heavenly 
Father  purgcth  it,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more 
fruit.  Seeing  this  is  the  cafe,  I  cannot,  with  con* 
fcience,  boaft  of  my  fruitfiilnels,  but  of  the  grace  of 
God  which  makes  me  fo,  that  God  may  have  the 
glory.  The  church  of  God,  by  Ifaiah,  faith.  Thou, 
Lord,  baft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us  -,  and  Paul 
agrees  with  this,  and  fays,  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
you  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  plea- 
fure. 

If  this  be  the  real  truth  of  the  matter,  then  I  have 
no  more  to  boaft  of  than  Paul  had,  when  he  ac- 
knowledged, that  by  the  grace  of  God  he  was  what 

^e 
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he  was.  Then  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his 
riches^  nor  the  ftrong  man  in  his  ftrength^  oor 
the  wife  in  his  wifilom;  but  let  him  that  glorieth) 
glory  in  this,  that  he  undeiftandcth  and  knoweth 
me':  that  I  cxercife  lovihg-kindnefsi  tender  mercyi 
and  judgment^  in  the  earth ;  £ov  in  thefe  things  I 
delight,  faith  the  Lord. 

I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  fuch  men  preach-^ 
ing  trp  the  law  continually,  becaufe  the  Savour 
himfelf  tells  us,  that  the  legal  ^^Tt;/»»f  Atb  not  abidi 
in  the  bou/i  for  eDer^  hut  the  Jon  Mdetb  evtri  diere^ 
lore,  it  muft  be  expcAed,  that  if  Abraham  turoa 
Ilhmael  out  of  the  houfe,  he  will  cleave  to  Hagar^ 
his  mother,  who  is  the  law  in  a  figure  \  and  diert 
he  will  be  fure  of  the  greateft  company^  for  more 
are  the  children  of  the  defolate  than  the  children 
of  the  married  wife,  {aidi  the  Lord.  Ifa.  liv.  i. 
You  muft  expcft.  Sir,  that  men  who  forfwear 
themfdves,  and  deny  and  lampoon  the  articles 
which  they  have  fubfcribed,  and  who  preach  a 
filie  dodrine,  will  creep  to  the  law,  for  the  Icriptura 
tell  you  that  the  law  was  made  for  fuch :  it  is  not 
made  fbr  a  righteous  man  [chat  is,  it  is  not  made 
(0  condemn  a  believer  in  Chrift.]  Is  tbe  law  agmtfi 
tbe  fromife  of  God?  God  forbid.  Gal.  iii.  ai. 
The  law  is  made  for  tbi  lawkjs  and  difoi^M\ 
ibr  PERJURED  PERSONS  s  and  is  in  force  againft 
every  man  who  advances  arr/  tbing  contrary  to  Jtmnd 
doSrmes.  i  Tim.  i.  9^  to. 

1  blefs  the  Almighty,  he  has  not  left  me  to 

live 
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five  in  any  avowed  bvcttch  of  his  law  j  no,  not  of 

the  Icaft  commandment  J   nor  has  he  fuffcrcd  me 

to  tctach  men  fo.    I  have  narrowly  watched  the 

Jives  and  conduft  of  ihofc  men  who  fay,    Stand 

by  thyfelf,  I  am  more  holy  than  thou,  (Ifa.)  and 

niho  have  falfely  reproached  me  for  an  Antinomianj 

or  loofe  liver,  whofe  lives  I  never  t:ould  wiih  k 

the  leaft  to  imitate.    I  could  only  olArvc  and 

do  ^at  they  faid,   but  dare  not  do  after  their 

works;   for  I  faw  clearly,  that  they  faid  and  did 

not.      And,   infleed,   thoTe  who  deal  moft  ih  the 

Uiw,  know  the  kaft  of  it,  and  b'lnd  grievous  bwr^ 

dens  on  others,  but  never  touch  them  with  their 

t>wn  fingers.    The  love  which  the  law  requires* 

the  lighteoufheis  which  it  demands,   the  holincfi 

it  calk  for,  and  the  good  works  which  it  prefcribdj^ 

imifl:  all  be  fetched  out  of  the  Saviour's  iiiUnefi^ 

"Who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  r^fateoufnefs  to  every 

one  that  bclievedi.     The  preacher  who  fends  a 

poor  trembling  (inner  dfewhere,  is  a  rebel  againft 

tht  command  and  commifllon  of  God  the  Saviour, 

who  telk  us  to  go  into  all  the  work],  and  preach  the 

goipel  to  every  creature ;  and  he  that  believes  the 

gofpd  is  fure  to  have  the  law  written  on  die  fle£hy 

tables  of  his  hearty  and  that  is  better  than  havmg  it 

'm-itten  and  engraoen  in  tabks  (fftone^  2  Cor.  iii,  7, 

Haye  I  committed  an  offence  in  fending  the  dtf-* 

trefled  ibul  to  Chrtil  ?     Far  from  it,    for  all  the 

apoflks  did  the  fame ;  they  preached  Chrift  to  the 

people. 
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people^  and  declared  that  there  was  falvation  in  no 
other  natne. 

The  law  is  good  (fays  Paul),  if  a  man  ufe  it  law^ 
fully,  and  ought  to  be  preached,  to  (hew  the  helplei 
finner  his  undone,  and  loft  eftate,  that  all  boafting 
may  be  excluded,  and  that  he  may  become  guilty 
before  God ;  and  when  the  awakened  finner  is  made 
to  feel  his  guilt  and  native  depravity,  and  fees  the 
unlimited  demands  of  law  and  juftice,  let  him  ac* 
knowledge  and  confefs  as  the  Pfalmift  did,  Tiy  com- 
mottdment  is  exceeding  broad,  E^nter  not  into  judgment 
mtb  thy  fervant,  O  Lord,  for  in  thy  fight  [by  the 
deeds  of  the  law]   Jball  no  flejb  living  be  jufiified. 
Davk!9  in  thefe  views  and  under  thefe  feniations,  calls 
for  mercy,  and  fays  unto  God,  Thou  art  ny  falvation. 
And  when  he  had  apprehended  and  laid  hold  of 
the  promifed  Saviour,  he  points  others  to  the  fame 
refuge,  and  leaves  an  eternal  benedidtion  on  all  thofe 
who  embrace  it.     Bleffed  is  be  whofe  tranfgrejfion  is 
forgiven,  whofe  fin  is  covered.     Bleffed  «  the  man  unto 
whom  the  Lord  imputetb  not  ituquity,  and  in  whofe 
fpirit  there  is  no  guile,    Pfalm    xxxii.    i,   a.     The 
above  paffage  I  fhall  piefume  to  gofpelize  thus: 
Bleffed  is  the  man   that  believes  in  a  Redeemer's 
blood   [and  obtains  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  by  his 
faith] :   Bleffed  is   the  man  whofe  fin  is  covered 
[with  the  imputed  righteoufnefe  of  Jefus  Chrift] : 
And,  blefled  is  the  man  whofe  fins  were  imputed 
to  the  Saviour  on  the  crofs  [as  the  finncr's  furcty]— 

and 
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and  unto  whom  God  will  never  impute  fin  again : 
And  bleffed  is  that  man  who  is  a  partaker  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  is  regenerated  by  the  fame; 
for  in  his  fpirit  [or  new  man]  there  is  no  guile. 
If  any  critic  doubts  of  the  validity  of  this  com- 
ment, let  him  read  the  4th  chapter  of  Paul  to  the 
Romans,  and  compare  it  with  other  parts  of  the 

fcriptures. 

I  know  the  law  requires  a  perfect  obedience,  and 
k  is  ^  the  obedience  of  one  that  many  Jhall  be  made 
righteous^  Rom.  v.  19.  The  law  demands  love 
to  God,  and  love  to  the  neighbour,  and  God  has 
promifed  to  circumcifc  our  hearts  to  love  hira, 
and  to  reveal  it  to  us  by  his  holy  Spirit  j — the  love 
of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  bur  hearts  by  the  Holy  Gbofi^ 
^  which  is  given  unto  us,  Rom.  v.  5.  The  command'* 
ment  (fays  Paul)  is  holy,  Rom.  vii.  12.  The  law  is 
fpirituali  Rom.  vii.  14.  And  God  has  promifed 
to  give  us  of  his  holy  Spirit,  Joel  ii.  1 2,  and  has 
made  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  fanftification  or  holinefs 
to  us,  as  well  as  righteoufncfs,  i  Cor.  i.  30.  The 
law  requires  good  works — works  from  a  holy  and 
Ipiritual  root;  but  how  is  the  natural  man  to 
produce  thefc  works,  when  the  law  is  Jpiritual, 
but  man  is  carnal,  fold  under  fin.  Rom.  vii.  1 4, 
Can  he  love  God  in  his  carnal  ftate,  when  the 
Lord  himfclf  declares.  That* the  carnal  mind  is  enmi* 
ty  againji  God,  for  it  is  not  fubjeif  to  the  Jaw  of  God, 
nor  indeed  can  be?  Rom.  viii.  7.  1  know  that  the 
law  requires  good  works ;  and  I  read  that  a  chofen 

veflel 
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veflel  is  pre-oidained  to  theiD»  diough  not  to  be. 
iaved  by  them  ^-^For  hj  grace  art  we  faved  through 
fiuibi  and  that  nU  of  curfelves^  it  is  the  ffft  ef 
Gedi  mt  rf  Wfrks^  l^fi  axf  man  Jbtmld  boa^  :  For 
foe  are  his  workmaHftnf%  created  in  Cbrijl  Jejus  um 
GOOD  WORKS,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that 
we  Jbotdd  walk  in  them.  Epb.  iL  8,  9,  10.  Thus 
the  apoftle  Paul  made  the  Saviour  ailin  aUi  and 
acknowledged  himfelf  under  no  law,  but  in  obedience 
to  hb  covenant  head:^I  am  not  without  law  ta  God^ 
tut  under  the  law  to  Cbrifty  i  Cor.  ix.  ai. 

If  handling  the  law  in  this  way,  and  enforcing 
liberty  from  the  bondage  of  the  law,  by  the  HMy 
Ghoft,  be  Antinomianifm ;  and,  if  the  experience 
of  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  of  die  liberty  (^  the 
gofpel,  be  enthufiaftni  then  I  muft  declare,  diat 
the  whole  bible  is  full  of  fuch  things.  And  th« 
itpoach  that  is  caft  upon  the  do&rine,  and  upon 
the  Spirit^s  work,  falls  upon  God  himfeU^  as  well 
as  upon  thofe  that  preach  his  truth,  and  enforce  the 
Spirit's  work  on  the  minds  of  men. 

I  have  often  thought,  and  that  with  many  tears, 
thatGodi  who  is  the  fearcher  of  hearts  and  trier  of 
reins,  will,  when  he  comes  to  judgment,  call  his 
pure  gofpclf  and  the  operations  of  his  Spirit,  by  their 
proper  names,  and  bring  in  thefe  infallible  gentle* 
men  culpable  of  blaipheming  his  holy  word  and 
Spirit.  That  which  makes  me  think  fo  is,  be* 
caufe  I  never  heard  a  man  that  had  fek  the  bondage 
of  the  law^  and  the  -liberty  of  the  goipel,  that  ^xkA 

to 
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to  talk  at  that  impious  rate.  I  hare  publifiied  to 
the  world  the  dealings  of  God  with  me  in  a  way 
l)Oth  of  providence  and  grace ;  I  have  publiihed  to 
the  world  my  fentiments  of  the  law^  in  its  full  force 
and  powerj  againft  every  hardened  finner^  and  as 
diJarmed  of  its  condemning  and  commanding  power 
[as  a  covenant  of  works]  to  every  believer  who  ia 
under  the  kw  to  Chrill ;  and  beth  the  religious  and 
the  proiane  world  have  been  fpedators  of  my  life 
and  converfadon  for  fifteen  years;  therefore  they 
may  judge  of  the  tree  by  the  fruit  that  it  bears# 
We  cannot  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  nor  figs  of 
thiftles  s  no  more  can  we  exped  good  works  from  an 
unlan£tified  finner. 

^  If  any  thing  that  I  have  written  can  be  over- 
dirowoj  my  friends  have  liberty  to  do  it ;  but  if 
diey  cannot  (which  I  believe  they  cannot),  theo 
I  am  determined  to  defend  the  whole  of  them ;  nor 
wUl  I  ^ve  any  of  them  up.  unlefs  thty  are  feirly 
wrenched  out  of  my  hands  and  heart  by  the  light 
oftrudu 

What  I  underftand  by  Antinomianifm,  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  moft  wretched  dodrine,  and  quite 
contrary  to  the  truthr  that  I  preach.  Firft,  I 
am  informedi  that  they  exclude  all  douhting^  and 
ftcm  to  condemn  every  weak  believer,  and  ex- 
clude him  from  the  hcujehold  of  faiths  which  is  a 
do6)Tine  that  no  mortal  ever  heard  drop  from  my 
lips.  For  though  doubting  is  not  believing,  yec 
I  know  d>at  die  fltjb  wUl  lufi  againjl  the  J^^  and 

the 
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the  Jpirit   againji    the  flejb^   and  theji  arc  cmhrary 
the  one  to  the  other  \     fo  that  the  weak  bdicver 
finds  that  when  his  faith  ifiufters  up  her  evidences^ 
unbelief  will  muftcr  up  her  doubts  to  oppole  it; 
He  that  never  felt  any  thing  of  this   has  only  a 
name  to  live—h\ix.  is /dead  in  fin>  and  he  that  has 
no  unbelief  in  his  heart  is  a  perfed  inan^  and  fit 
for    no  fpciety  but  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
pcrfeft.    So  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  he  that  never 
doubtedj    never  believed;    for  if  they   had  been 
warmly  engaged  in  the  fight  of  faith,  they  wouki 
have  doubted  of  viftory  at  times,  as  well  as  Paul, 
when  he  faid,  we  were  fre]fed  beyond  meqfure,  and 
defpaircd  even  of  life.     I  (hall  rank  fuch  a  faith  as 
this  among  Agur's  comely  walkers :    There  be  thr^ 
things  which  go  well;  yea,  four ^  are  comely  in  going: 
a  liofi,  which  is  firongefi  among  beafis^  and  twmetb 
not  away  for  any;   a  greyhound^  and  an  he-goat  a^bi 
and  a  kingy  againji  whom  there  is  no  rifmg  i^^and 
I  add  [a  friirfi  that  never  was  tried].  Prov.  acxx. 
^9^30,  21  •    Though  I  know,  by  happy  and  bleff- 
cd  experience,   that  there  is  fuch  a  (doftrine  as 
the  full  affurance  of  faith ;   yet  I  know  many  of 
the  Lord's  people  have  not  attained  to  it  j  and  he 
that  is  weak  in  faith  we  are  to  receive^  but  not  to 
doubtful  difputatioTh  we  are  not  to  difpute  him  out  of 
his  intcreft,  becaufe  of  his  doubts  ^nd  fears. 

Another  branch  of  Antinomianifm  fcems  to  me, 
to  be  only  hopeing  on  the  paper  5  or,  in  other  words, 

it  fcems  to  be  a  bare  affcnt  to  the  written  word. 

I  own 
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1  own  this  attends  -z  real  faith ;  but  the  word  of 
God  mufk  be  received  mto  the  hearty  in  the  light 
aod  love  of  it,  before  it  can  be  called  the  gofpel 
of  falvadon  to  fuch  a  foul.  In  fhort,  a  gofpel 
txiellenger  is  a  favour  of  death  unto  dMb,  except  the 
nielTage  be  Tent  home  to  the  heart  in  power,  in  the 
Hofy  Gbojty  and  in  much  dffurance,  i  ThelT.  i.  5.  A 
bdiever  has  die  word  of  God  in  his  heart,  as  the 
Saviour  fays,  he  receives  the  word  in  an  honeft. 
and  good  heart,  and  brings  forth  fruit  with  patience^ 
He  is  no  chriftian  whofe  faith  and  hope  ftand  onljr 
on  the  paper  j  the  word  and  fpirit  that  God  the 
Father  gave  to  the  Saviour  muft  be  in  the  heart  of 
his  feed,  Ifa.  lix.  ai.  The  Saviour  gave  the  fame 
word  to  his  church  that  the  Father  gave  to  him. 
For  I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  thou 
gaoejl  me,  and  they  have  received  them,  John  xvii.  8» 
It  is  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God  that  makes  an 
ailembty  10  be  what  it  is ;  namely,  ^e  church  of  the 
Irving  God,  the  ground  and  pillar  of  the  truth, 
I  Tim.  iii.'i5.  Thus  the  gofpel  of  God,  which  is 
called  the  di^enfadon  of  the  Spirit,  (hall  return  in 
the  church  to  God  from  whence  it  came,  and  there 
be  cftablilhed  on  its  own  bafis  j  mercy  fhall  be  built 
up  for  ever,  and  thy  faitbfulnefs  Jhalt  thou  ejlablijh  in 
the  very  heavens,  Pfelm  Ixxxix.  %^ 

I  am  informed  that  thofe  perfons  who  are  real 
Antinomians  make  void  the  law:  but  a  real  be- 
liever  does  not  make  void  the  law  through  faith,  but 
^ablijhesit  by  hlieving,  Rom.  iii,  8  u  For  he  fees,  that 

B  if 
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if  rightioufiiefs  cam  ly  fbt  law,  that  Cbryt  tBsd  ia 
vain,  ther^ore  he  dares  noi  frufkraU  tbigrau  ^Gqd^ 
GaL  ii  ai  s   but  lopks  to  the  Ssviour  for  jufiiQ* 
cation    (koowbg    it  cannot  be  obtained  tqr  tbc 
law  of  Mofcs)^  and  he  finds  Chrift  to  be  the  o^ 
if  the  law  for  right eoMJkifs  to  every  one  that  Mieveth, 
Rom.  X.  4*    The  believer  fees  that  the  nuun  bi$ige 
of  ch^  law  is  krpe;  this  binge  turns  towards  tWQ  ^ 
jaSs^  God  and  the  neighbour  i  m  th^e  two  command^ 
mentj  hang  all  the  law  and  the  frCfhets^  Mat.  sdi 
40.    He  having  got  the  obedience  of  the  Saviour 
imputed  to  his  faith,  Rom.  iv.  049  and  the  love  rf 
God  Jbed  abroad  in  his  heart  i   the  right eoufnefs  of 
the  law  is  fulfilled  in  hinsy  Rom.  viti.  4,  whUe  be 
walks  not  ifter  thefiejb^  but  after  the  Sprite  Rom. 
viii.  I.     That  foul  that  has  received  Cbr0  fe/iis  the 
Lordi  and  walks  in  him,  and  walks  by  faith,  and 
not  by  fight,  as  he  is  commanded  to  do»  and  walks 
in  love  as  Cbrifi  has  loved  him,  Eph.  v.  2,  may 
truly  be  fdd  to  walk  in  the  fpirit;  and  while  he  dius 
walks  by  faith,    and  in  love,  he  produces  flfiore 
pure  ipiricual    and   evangelical  obedience   to  die 
law  of  Godj  than  all  the  legal  worknaoogers  in 
the  world,  put  them  all'  togedier.    For  God  de« 
clares,  that  whatfoevar  is  not  of  faith  is  fin  i   and 
if  a  man  hath  not  the  love  of  God  in  his  hearti 
be  is  but  founding   brqfs,    and  a    tinkling  c/mbal, 
1  Cor.  xiv.  I. 

7^  weighty  matters  of  the  law  ate  judgfnaa,  mercjf, 

and  faith ;  and  when  God  has  pronounced  the  fen- 

7  tcncc 
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Cence  of  juilification  upon  a  ibul,  his  judgment  is 
paft  (the  Sayiour  fays),  be  is  faffed  from  death  unt9 
life,  atdjball  never  come  into  condemnation.    The  be- 
liever fees,  tHat  it  was  in  mercy  that  God  juftifi- 
ed  him  as  an  ungocfly  finher ;  and  by  &ich  in  Jc- 
fus  was  he  juftifieds    therefore  he  has  got  die 
weighty  matters  of  the  law  in  his  hearty  and  the 
Wfer  matten,  fuch  as  Pftbing  nnnty  rue^  amtis^  and 
onmmin^  will  follow  of  courfe.    The  man  that  wiB 
contradid  thefe  truths  of  God,    never  knew  the 
demands  of  the  law,  nor  the  bkfled  difcharge  of 
the  goipeL    J^  any  man  teach  otberwife^  and  con^ 
Jtnt  not  to  wbolejbme  tvordsy  even  the  words  of  oar 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrifty  and  to  the  doSrine  wbicb  is  ac^ 
,  wording  to  godlinefs^    he  is  p'oud^  knowing  nothing, 
hit  doting  about  quejlions,    and  Jhifes  of  words,- 
whereof  cometb  envy,  Jlr^e,  raiSngs,  ovil^Jiermifings, 
I  Tim.  vi.  3,  4.    Paul  fent  Timodiy  to  Ephefus,  to 
charge  ibme  that  they  tsiught  no  other  dodhine, 
and  told  him  that  the   great  end  of  die  law  was 
anfwefed  when  the  finner  was  brought  to  love 
God  out  of  a  pure  heart  and  a  purged  confcience, 
tand  that  diofe  teachers  that    contradicted    thefe 
truths  knew  not  what  they  were  about.     Now 
the  end  of  tbe  conmumdment  is  charity  [or  love]    out 
cf  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  confcience,  and  of  faith 
unfeigned:  From  which  fome  having  fwerved  have 
turned  qfide  unto  vain  jangling;    defiring  to  be 
teachers  of  the  law  i   underftanding  neither  what  they. 
f(rf,  nor  whereof  thy  i^rm.  \  Tim,  I  5,  6,  7. 

Pa  I  am 
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I  am  informed,  that  a  real  Antmomian  is  a 
perfon  that  talks  about  faiths  and  the  word  of 
Godi  and  yet  unites  with  the  worlds  and  lives 
as  the  world  does.  All  that  I  can  fay  ta  fuch 
men  isi  that  all  preaching  to  them  biUb  been  m 
vaifii  their  faith  is  alfc  vain,  and  they  are  yet  in 
ibeir  ftns^  i  Con  xv.  14.  17.  A  faith  that  has 
no  fruits  is  not  gofpel  faith^  it  is  only  the  pre- 
fumption  of  a  hardened  hypocritCj  and  (uch  are 
deilitutc  of  the  grace  of  God.  And  thofe  that 
think  to  extra&  a  crop  of  fpiritual  fruits  from  life^ 
lefs  finnersj  by  preaching  the  mini/lration  of  deaths  arc 
as  far  from  the  fpiritual  knowledge  of  the  law  as  the 
other  is  from  the  power  of  the  gofpel :  both  thefe 
are  Antinomjansj  for  they  make  void  both  the 
law  and  the  gofpel;  the  former  darbgly  pre* 
fumes  on  the  mercy  of  God  without  an  evidence ; 
and  the  latter  (as  Paul  fays)  is  aUve  without  the 
law,  in  its  fpiritual  meaning.  The  Lord  deli- 
ver his  own  children  from  the  dreadfiil  delufions 
of  them  both ! 

I  am  informed  of  what  the  ReV.  Gentleman  re- 
proached me  with  to  his  fociety  about  my  nante^ 
&c. — If  this  is  any  part  of  the  mini/try  that  be  bos 
received  from  the  Lord  to  fulfil^  he  fhould  not 
have  flopped  there ^  hvf  be  Jhould  have  brought  in 
Mraham,  Mofes^  David,  Solomon^  Paul^  and  "many 
jnore,  for  the  crimes  of  their  natural  flatc  were 
as  bad  as  mine.  When  the  Lord  converted  Paul 
to  the  faith  the  church  glorified  God  in  bim  i   but 

my 
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my  converfion  has  given  fuch  an  offence^  that  many 
have  difhbnoured  God  in  me :  but  it  is  a  comfort 
to  me,  that  my  friends  are  obliged  to  rake  into  my 
unconverted  ftate  for  matter  of  reproach;  and  is 
(I  think)  a  demonftrablc  proof  to  the  world,  that 
they  are  at  a  lofs  tQ  find  any  fcandal  in  my '  life 
lince  1  have  known  the  Lord, 

It  is  true  what  the  good  man  affirms  about 
none  of  the  miniftcrs  giving  me  the  right-hand  if 
fellowflnpi  but  it  is  no  great  grief  to  me,  nor  would 
their  right-hand  be  an  infallible  teftimony  of  my 
being  approved  of  God>  either  as  a  believer^ 
or  a  preacher.  The  witnefs  of  God's  Spirit  is  liiffi- 
cient  to  prove  me  a  Miev&^  and  God  fetting  bis 
feal  to  my  doffrine,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  my 
being  a  preacher  feht  of  God.  And  I  can  fee  that 
fome  who  refofe  the  right-hand  of  fellowftiip  to  me 
(whom  Chrift  has  received)  will  give  their  right* 
hand  to  them  that  never  knew  what  fcllowlhip 
with,  the  Saviour  meant.  This  God  has  loudly 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  by  fufFcring  many,  after 
they  have  received  the  right-hand  of  fellowlhip,  to 
wander  out  of  the  way  of  underjiandingy  and  to  remain 

to  this  day  in  the  congregation  of  the  dead^  Prov.  xxi. 

»  • 

1 6.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  fee  that  various  connexions  and 
the  right-hand  of  fellowfhip  have  been  fatal  to  many 
young  preachers ;  and  I  truil  I  fhall  be  enabled  by 
grace  to  *fee  that  it  was  good  for  me  to  ftand  alone. 
God  has  promifed  to  withhold  no  good  thing  from  them 
that  walk  uprigbtfyi  therefore,  if  the  right-hand  of 

B  3  foUowfliip 
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fbllowlhip  was  eflcndal  to  mj  lalvadoo^  or  tSeadsA 
to  my  ufefuliie&  m  the  church  of  God>  he  wouki 
ftvour  me  with  it  s  but  as  I  ice  it  has  lifted  tDMXSf 
ibuls  up  into  pride  and  errorab  I  Audi  remain  coo- 
ttnicd  without  it. 

As  to  the  reft  of  the  reproach  diat  he  caft  ugfm 
me,  it  is  a  fcandal  to  him  as  a  man^  much  niore  b 
m  a  gendeman,  a  fi:holar>  and  a  Chriftian ;  there* 
Art  I  (hall  pais  it  by;  he  may  think  better  of  it  by 
and  by.  He  is  Qot  like  thoTe  whom  I  have  con^ 
tended  withi  he  has  only  kvdlcd  a  little  artilkry 
perfendly  aeme:  he  is  not  like  the  others,  who 
have  bUdphemed  die  word  of  Godj  therelbre  I 
wmM  willingly  bdieve  that  he  did  not  fpeak  as  he 
aicaati  and  this  ai^iears  phun  by  his  charging  the 
whole  foeieqr  to  keep  it  all  a  lecret;»  which»  if  the 
word  of  God  and  his  own  GO^rfcience  had  juftificd 
him»  there  had  been  no  call  for  fuch  a  charge ;  for 
whatever  the  Lord  lays  unto  us  in  fecret,  we  may 
warranubly  proclaim  on  the  houfe^^top. 

I  hope  God  will  ^ve  me  a  heart  to  love  huo^ 
and  to  pray  for  him$  and  it  is  the  eameft  deiiiv 
of  my  foul  to  Almighty  God^  that,  he  may  keep 
him  from  being  leduced  from  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  gofpeL 

I  doubt  my  dear  Faiber  Carnal  will  be  weary 
of  this  long  epiftle,  but  your  own  imporiumcy 
has  &t  the  crule  a  ipringing»  and  I  am  deter- 
mined not  to  ftop  till  the  oil  b  ftayed.  I  hope 
tfaefe  alarming  circumftanca  of  apoftaiy  will  nn^ 

up 
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up  the  fervants  of  God;  if  fb,  I  thiok  it  will 
Geminate  in  God's  honour*  and  in  his  people's 
gpod.  We  ha^e  got  man^  things  to  be  purged 
cot  of  the  churchy  and  the  &n  mil  iurely  come 
mnongft  us«  We  have  got  many  ftrange  connex- 
ion9>  which  are  Icept  up  by  a  contradtcd  fpirit* 
and  cemented  together  by  prejudice  againft  others. 
This  is  building  up  the  old  partition  wall  which 
the  Saviour  came  to  deftroy*  and  which  evei^  gof^ 
pd  trumpeter  ought  tr  level,  like  the  waits  of 
Jericho,  even  to  its  fbundadon.  We  have  likewife 
many  human  inventions}  fuch  as  pompous  places 
of  worihip,  an  hatf-hearted  gofpel,  an  organ,  fine 
fingmg,  &c.  in  order  to  bbnt  the  edge  of  perfeeuA 
tion,  fbai  the  offence  of  the  crofs  mtf  ceaje^  and  the 
rich  woridlings  make  a  profelBon  without  being  ex« 
pofed  to  contempt  for  religion.  Thefe  things  have 
patched  up  a  peace  where  Cod  himfelf  declared 
war,  and  therefore  the  &n  muft  come  to  purge  the 

*  - 

floor y  and  to  feparate  the  chaff fnm  the  wheats  Jer. 
niii.  28.  I  am  much  miftaken  if  thefe  things 
are  not  feme  of  the  be^nnings  of  fbrrow.  We 
have  many  good  miniflers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who^ 
in  attempting  to  oppofc  others,  have  warped  fadly 
from  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  to  reprefent 
thole  as  erroneous  who  have  flood  hSi  in  their 
own  teftimony  for  God.  I  hope  thefe  will  look 
about  them,  own  and  cleave  to  thdr  own  ftandard, 
as  dicy  fee  fo  many  attempting  to  run  away  with 
the  banner  of  the  church. 

B  4  Others 
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Others  are  declaring^  that  the  third  -  part  of .  the 
Bible  has  only  a  moral  meanings  though  the  Hoiy^ 
Ghoft  fays,  that  all  Jcrifture  is  given  by  injpiratim  rf 
God,  2  Tim.  iii.  i6.  Others  tell  us,  that  many, 
parts  of  the  fcriptures  are  indelicate,  thou^  die 
Almighty  declares  that,  every  word  of  his  is  purc^ 
Prov.  XXX.  5.  Others  find  fault  with  a  fpiritual 
interpretation  of  the  word  of  God,  except  fcholafHc 
rules  are  obferveds  though  the  Holy  Ghoft  fays 
that  no  prophecy  of  the  JcripUtres  is  ^an;^  private  in-- 
terpretation,  *  Pet.  i.  ao.  We  have  got  other 
labourers  in  the  vineyard,  who  are  chaining  up  all 
their  followers  to  their  own  pews,  whether  they  arc 
fed  there  or  not :  the(c  lead  them  out  of  one  bon- 
dage into  another. 

You  know.  Sir,  that  many  poor  fouls  have  flok 
into  MorikwelUftreet  Chapel,  and  though  they  have 
got  a  blefling  under  my  miniftry,  they  have  not 
dared  to  come  again,  unlefs  they  ftood  at  the  door, 
or  behind  it,  incog,  for  fear  their  pallor  fhould  fee 
them :  and  if  they  have  bought  a  book  of  mine^ 
it  was  obliged  to  fly  into  the  clofet^ .  like  a  night- 
bird  by  day,  for  fear  of  the  reader's  being  excom* 
municated  for  having  it  in  his  pofielTion.  This  is 
bringing  the  necks  of  poor  finners  out  of  one  yoke 
into  another;  bringing  them  from  under  the 
bondage  of  the  law,  that  they  may  fubmit  to  the 
yoke  of  pricftcraft.  *Take  my  yoke  upon  you^  lays 
the  Saviour,  and  learn  of  me.  He  that  will  be  grea^ 

let 
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let  him  be  fcrvant  of  all,  fays  Chrift^    A  preacher 

19  to  take  the  overfight  of  his  flock,  without^  art 

eye  to  gain  5  neither  arc  they  to  be  Ms  over  God^s 

herifa^e,     1  Pet.  v.  3.     And,  in  efFeft,  to  lord  it 

over  the  flock  of  God,  is  too  much  like  being  a 

rival  to  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lordsy  Rev. 

xix.   iS.    Surely  fuch  (buls  may  complain,   and 

lay,  as  Zion  of  old  did,    0  Lord  our  God,   other 

hrds  befides  tbee  have  bad  dominion  over  us ;    but  by 

thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name,  Ifa.  xxvi. 

13.     Reader,  call  no  man  Mafltr,  for  One  is  your 

MaJleTy  euen  Gbrijl,  Matt,  xxiii.  8,  6.     Therefore 

call  no  gofpel  minifler  Rabbi,  Rabbi,  for  God  has 

ftri(3:ly  forbidden  mafterlhip  in  his  minifterial  ler- 

vamis.  My  brethren,  be  not  many  mafters,  knowing  that 

vsrefbdl  receive  the  greater  condemnation,  for  in  many 

things  we  offend  all,  James  iii.  i. 

Many  of  thefe  things  muft  be  done  away,  -  that 
the  excellency  and  the  power  of  rdigion  may  ap^ 
pear  to  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us.  God  is  jealous 
of  hu  own  honour,  and  will  never  g^ve  his  glory 
to  another.  God's  own  truth,  faithfully  delivered, 
will  bring  glory  to  God  from  every  recipient  of 
gnice  I  but  if  falfc  doctrine  be  advanced  inftead  of 
truth,  the  hearer  is  zealoufly  zStGttdi,  but  not 
well ;  and  if  he  adheres  to  ^fe,  or  legal  doftrines^ 
he  is  excluded  from  Chrift  by  the  preacher,  that 
he  may  ttkOi,  or  place  his  afieftions  on  him  in- 
ftead df  Chrift*  Gal.  iv.  17.     I  am  forry  to  fay  it; 

but 
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bur  I  hope  to  be  honed  in  mjr  Lord  and  lilafter's 
work>  for  I  know  that  the  goods  which  ate  pat 
into  the  hands  of  every  &ithfbl  miniftcr  art  \&b 
Spirit^  his  word>  and  his  people ;  and  it  becomes  a 
fieward  to  be  found  ^thfiil^  and  not  to  wafte  hia 
Matter's  goods.  But,  alas !  for  the  want  of  go^ 
matterj  and  gofpel  expericDce,  maiiy  have  kept  a 
flying  troop  in  a  profeflion  by  nothing  but  tdfiqg 
M  wives*  fakksi  and  there  are  to  this  day  le^ona 
in  London  who  would  go  three  miles  to  hesr  a 
country  tale  from  die  pulpitj  who  would  not  ip 
over  the  threlbolds  of  their  doors  to  heir  Paul  €&• 
plain  the  fcventh  chapter  of  his  epiftle  lo  die  Ro- 
mans. I  know  a  pious  broken-hearted  ibuL  in 
Loodon>  who  once  fat  in  a  congregation  of  duet 
w  four  thou&nd  foulst  and  wept  almoft  diraugh 
the  whole  dmc  of  feirvice»  to  fee  fuch  a  number 
gathered  together,  and  nothing  to  entertain  dwr 
minds  with  but  a  few  fi>oli0i  tales,  more  fit  fi>r  a 
tea-table,  or  a  wafiiing-tiA,  than  a  pu^nt.  We 
may  fay,  indeed,  of  fuch  a  miniftiy,  aa  an.oid 
woman  fays  of  her  calling,  that-— MANOtnro  is 

DONS  HERB. 

I  will  never  believe  that  God  will  own  any  doc- 
trine but  his  own  pure  word.  It  is  truth  that  is  io 
make  a  finner  free  s  and  if  a  preacher  Ifm  any  ar- 
teour  in  God's  work,  it  is  trudu  Ufukr  kU  fuh 
tbersfialt  thw  trufi^  mdhis  truth  flud}  h  ttg  JMi 

mdtmkkr^  PC  xci«  4.    Thcfe  things  have  embk« 

teicd 
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tcred  the  minds  of  many  fotds  againft  die  holy  word 
of  God>  and  agabft  the  pneacheis  of  it;  and*a$ 
they  themfdves  hare  not  an  experience  of  the 
truth  of  God,  they  have  not  the  fpringing  well  of 
God's  Spirit  within  them ;  and  there&re  they  find, 
diat  dealing  in  do£lrines  which  they  never  eqoyed»^ 
and  talking  of  grace  which  they  never  felt  the 
power  oU  is  all  againft  the  bent  of  their  own 
fpirits.  Hence  it  is  that  they  turn  to  the  natural 
bias  of  their  own  wills,  and  preach  up  for  doc- 
trines thoie  things  which  lie  within  the  compafs  of 
natural  reafon ;  and  they  find  that  to  be  a  minifter 
of  the  kttef  is  much  eafier  than  to  attempt  the 
mtniftry  of  the  fpirit.  Thefe,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
are  defirous  of  being  teachers  of  the  law,  underftaHi^ 
ing  neither  what  they  fay,  nor  whereof  th^  ajfirm^ 
Theie  lay  by  the  truths  of  the  golpel,  the  promifes, 
and  the  blelfings  of  it,  and  fly  to  the  precepts,  and 
zealoufly  enforce  them,  widiout  any  regard  to  the 
promifed  bkflings  of  grace,  which  alone  can  enable 
the  poor  finner  to  walk  in  the  commandments  tA 
God. 

c 

Thefe,  fays  the  apofUe,  begin  in  the  Jpirit,  and 
end  in  the  flefl),  that  is,  they  make  a  be^nning  with 
the  gofpel  dijpenfationf  but  end  with  the  carnal  com* 
mandmsnt ;  they  confute  the  lines  of  the  golpel  plan, 
they  make  Jbipwreck  of  the  do&rines  of  faith,  which 
they  once  eonfefTed  and  preached,  and  then  they  go 
on  board  of  the  gattey  with  oars,   Ifa.  xxxiii.  li* 

FcBT  if  a  man  be  not  a  real  believer  in  the  bleffed 

Saviour, 
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SaviouTj  be  mutt  (in  fpini)  be  under  the  law;  and 
if  lie  be  under  the  law  he  will  naturally  Uftcn  to 
die  law  I  for  the  voice  of  the  law  is  to  ilich  per^ 
toDs  in  pardeulao  Now  we  know  that  what  sbmgs 
fiever  the  law  Jinthy  it  /Mb  to  them  who  are  under 
ibe  law.  Bkiled  be  God,  be  himfclf  applied  the 
doftrine  to  my  ibul  that  I  am  enabled  to  preach* 
In  this  I  can  fay^  with  our  great  apoftle.  The 
doArine  which  I  preach  is  not  ifter  man^  for  I  learnt 
it  not  of  man,  neither  was  I  taught  it;  hut  hy  the 
revelation  of  Jefus  Cbrifl.  It  pleafed  God  to  reveal  bis 
Son  in  me.  Happy  and  blcffed  is  that  foul  that  re* 
Qciv^es  the  word  from  God's  mouthy  and  lays  up 
his  commandments  in  his  heart.  But^  alas!  we 
live  in  a  day  when  the  bleiled  book  of  God  is  iadly 
oegle&edy  private  communion  with  God  in  clolet 
prayer  is  little  enforced^  and  confequently  litde 
prafUied ;  hence  every  thing  goes  down -for  goipeli 
and  the  faith  of  many  ^ands  on  the  wifdom  rf  men^ 
infteadof  the  power  of  God,  i  Cor.  ii.  5.  ^ru^je 
not  in  a  friend,  put  no  confidence  in  a  guide,  fajs  the 
Almighty,  Micah  vii.  5.  It  is  a  dangerous  thing 
to  have  an  inordinate  affcAion  for  an  unevangetized 
preacher  >  for  if  he  apoftatizes,  the  warm  attach- 
ment of  the  fimple  to  him  will  drag  them  into  his 
error.  Bleffed  (fays  the  Pfalmift)  is  that  man  that 
maketb  the  Lord  his  truji,  that  rsspecteth  not  the 
proud,  nor  fuch  as  turn  afide  to  lies,  PC  xL  4.  It 
was  not  without  caufe  that  the  Saviour  rebuked 

die 
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the  natural  affedtions  of  his  followers  when  their 
love  was  hovering  continually  about  his  human  na- 
ture. U^eep  not  for  fne,  but  weep  for  yourf elves  and 
for  your  children  (Luke  xxiii.  o.i)y  for  if  they  do 
tbefe  things  in  the  green  tree,  what  ftudl  he  done 
in  the  dry  ?  Tht  fan  muft  come,  the ^oor  muft  be 
purged;  the  man  of  fin  (hall  never  be  revealed, 
except  there  come  a  falling  away  firfi^  r 

The  fun  is  going  down  over  the  prophets  in- 
deed, becaufe  his  enlivening  rays  are  litde  ob- 
fcrved,  and  Icfs  enforced.  The  Jhadows  of  that 
evening  are  Jiretcbing  out^  and  many  wolves  are 
creeping  forth,  who  will  not  fpare  the 'flock.-— 
My  dear  friends,  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  watch 
in  all  things,  that  I  may  do  the  work  of  an  Evan^ 
gelifti  and  make  full  proof  of  my  minijiry. 

I  know  the  word  of  God  is  fulfilled  in  the  apof- 
tafy  of  Ibme  men,  as  well  as  in  the  fteadfaftnefs  of 
others.  God  is  the  ftrength  of  his  people ;  no  man 
can  ftand  alone ;  if  he  ftand  not  in  the  Lord,  he 
^u&  £dl.  Chrift  is  the  foundation,  and  if  a  man 
be  not  fixed  on  that  rock,  though  he  begirt  to 
build,  yet  he  is  fure  never  to  be  able  to  finifli. 
All  profcflion,  Ecal,  gifts,  knowledge,  diligence, 
and  ufefiilneis,  will  vanifh,  if  the  man  has  not 
got  the  real  root  of  religion.  Tbefe  are  they  which 
for  a  while  believe^  but  in  time  of  tempt  at  ion  fall  away, 
becaufe  they  have  no  root  in  them/elves.  Except  the 
branch  be  united  to  the  vine  by  the  uniting  bond 
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6[  love,  he  cannot  be  (hiitfld,  QOr  abide  in  the 
vine ;  he  may  make  a  f^r  jbtw  rf  mfdom  m  twi/- 
vmrflnf  md  vdtmtarj  hmiHty,  and  diat  is  aO. 
Every  irmicb  in  me  that  bringetb  net  fertb  good  frmt^ 
[which  arc  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit]  he  takgtb  emeff  \ 
Md  every  irmuh  in  me  vMtb  hrvigeth  fertb^  [the 
fitiits  of  the  fpirit]  he  purgHb  it  [from  die  eont^ 
Oons  df  the  flefh],  that  it  mojf  brif^  firth  merejrmt. 

The  word  of  God  in  the  hearty  and  gifts  fat  the 
mifiiftry  €00,  muft  both  be  watered  by  the  fyrit^ug 
itM  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  or  eUe  they  will  foon  be 
^•rched,  and  wither  awqf  fir  fvant  ff  wn^tart. 
No  branch  will  abide  in  the  vine  widiout  die  ^rit 
of  love,  no  ftone  wiU  ftand  faft  on  the  fbuodittioii 
widiout  the  cement  of  fiiith,  no  minifterial  g^ 
will  endure  without  a  fre(h  fupply  bf  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

the  mm  thai  tranfgrejjlith^  and  Mdetb  MOt  m  the 
deOrine  of  Chrifi^  hath  not  Ged.  He  that  aiiietb  in 
the  doOrine  if  Onrift^  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  Ae 
SoH%  2  John,  9.  Therefore  fuch  perlbns  as  day 
the  Bible,  and  preach  contrary  co  the  do6cf inal  ard*» 
des  of  the  church  of  England,  are  men  that  the  juft 
Vt  forbid  to  entertain  in  dieir  houfes,  J^tbart  come 
ifjff  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  doSrine,  rueive  bin 
not  into  your  boufe,  neither  bidirim  God  ^edz  For 
be  that  biddeth  him  Godjpeedy  is  a  partaker  of  his  eoil 
deeds,  [and  is  a  friend  to  the  devil's  cwfc. j  2  Jobn 

K.  II. 

Ifup- 


(    31    ) 

I  fuppole  I  fball  weary  you  with  this   long 
epiftlcy  but  you  can  blame  none  but  yourfelf  for 
it;— -your  importunity  fet  the  crufe  a  fpringing, 
and  I  muft  conclude  before  the  oil  ftays> 
Farewell. 


'Boer  thine  in  the  gojpel  of  Q?riji^ 


W.  HUNTINGTON^ 


